ae Clhieure YEARBOOK 


oh. eNO 
QO Sea 
ot OHO? 
2 soy 
© Ke 


TSNSERIES #2 DISPLAY UNTIL OCTOBER 16, 1991 


Best 9 
in Divignt® pest 


BALL 


PRICE: $4.95 


RON VESELY 


Runaway Buckeye 
Ohio State’s defensive 

charge is led by ferocious 
end Alonzo Spellman 


Features 
Archie Griffin on Ty Detmer's 
double-Heisman quest 
Michigan’s No. 1 OL unit 
More than 35 profiles in all 


League previews 
Predictions 
All-conference picks 
Scouting reports 
Team-by-team reports, 

charts and schedules 


And more... 


Statistics 

Unit ratings 

Division |-AA Top 20 
Division Il and Ill data 


| 


Pee crit fog te 


—— 
WOLVERINE 


5 


91280 


0 "798378 


eae le 


\ 


Some fans still rally ‘round Confederate flag, but — 


By RON HIGGINS 
Memphis Commercial Appeal 


hey are the perspiration and the 

i inspiration in a new era of race 

relations at the University of 
Mississippi. 


2 ~ 


The perspiration is Billy Brewer, the 
55-year-old football coach, a white man 
raised in a black environment. 

The inspiration is Chucky Mullins, a 
former cornerback paralyzed on the 
field of play, a black who had heard ra- 
cial epithets but then saw $840,000 
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raised in his behalf before a blood clot 
took his life last May. 

Ata university torn by racial strife 30 
years ago, Brewer and Mullins are ex- 
amples of why the school’s nickname— 
Ole Miss—should perhaps be revised to 
“New Miss.” 
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55-year-old football coach, a white man 
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raised in his behalf before a blood clot 
took his life last May. 

Ata university torn by racial strife 30 
years ago, Brewer and Mullins are ex- 
amples of why the school’s nickname— 
Ole Miss—should perhaps be revised to 
“New Miss.” 
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A different complexion: Zam photos of Ole Miss’ 1960 football squad (above) and the 
1990 edition show just how far the university has come in terms of breaking down racial 


barriers that once seemed impenetrable. 
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a new picture — in black and white — emerges 


“We've made great progress because 
Ole Miss is doing right what was wrong 


in the past,”’ said Brewer, under whose 
guidance Ole Miss has gone to two 
straight bow! games for the first time in 
two decades and achieved consecutive 
winning seasons for the first time since 


1976-77. “The issue of racial equality 
has been addressed. It’s not the focal 
point as it once was. But it’s like a 
snake—it will still bite you. People have 
to change.” 
* * 
Some things have been tediously slow 


to change at Ole Miss, a 10,653-student 
university that opened in 1848 in Ox- 
ford, about 75 miles south of Memphis. 
The campus remains traditionally 
Southern, with a slow, relaxed life 


Continued 
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style. Mostly white fraternities and so- 
rorities still dominate the social scene 
at a school whose enrollment is about 90 
percent white. The school’s athletic 
teams are still called the Rebels, the 
school marching band continues to play 
“Dixie” and the Confederate flag, 
though not an official school symbol, is 
still waved (primarily by students) at 
football games. 

William Faulkner, a Nobel and Pulit- 
zer Prize winner who wrote of the de- 
terioration of Southern aristocracy, 
made his home in Oxford—he died in 
1962—and the university remains a 
writers colony. Academically, Ole Miss 
is hard to match—it has produced 23 
Rhodes scholars and is the site of three 
federally funded national centers. 

But memories of racism in the South 
do not fade easily—particularly at Ole 
Miss, where a bloody confrontation 
took place in the fall of 1962 when 
James Meredith became the first black 
student to enter the university. Mere- 
dith enrolled with the aid of U.S. Army 
troops and National Guardsmen. 

Two people were killed in the riots on 
the Ole Miss campus. Pock marks from 
bullets still scar the white columns of 
the Lyceum, a 142-year-old building 
where the unrest centered. 

What happened with Meredith at Ole 
Miss was an example of how the South 
had to be dragged into desegregation. 
The white-ruled South had difficulty 
progressing from a time when there 
were separate schools, hotels, restau- 
rants, restrooms and water fountains 
for blacks and whites and a period 
wherein blacks had to sit at the back of 
city buses. 

At Mississippi State in Starkville, the 
basketball team was prohibited three 
times by state officials from playing in 
the NCAA Tournament because the 
Bulldogs would be playing against 
teams that included blacks. It wasn’t 
until the 1963 NCAA Tournament that 
school officials stood up to the state and 
practically sneaked the team out of 
town to play Loyola of Chicago, which 
had four black starters. 

Ross Barnett, governor of Mississippi 
at the time, was opposed to Mississippi 
State’s participation. State legislators 
B.W. Larson and Billy Mitts were 
granted an injunction prohibiting the 
team from leaving the state and using 
state money to play in the tournament. 

School officials, led by President 
Dean W. Colvard, decided to leave the 
state and/or hide out so they couldn’t be 
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served with an injunction. The team 
left without incident and received a 
hearty welcome when it arrived at the 
tourney site in East Lansing, Mich. 
Mississippi State lost to Loyola (the 
eventual national champion), 61-51, in 
regional play but won the admiration of 
many. 

“What Dr. Colvard did was a bold, 
positive step for the state of Mis- 
sissippi,” said team captain Joe Dan 
Gold, now a high school principal in 
Flemingsburg, Ky. 

Three years later, an all-black lineup 
from Texas Western University (now 
Texas-El! Paso) beat Adolph Rupp’s all- 
white Kentucky team, 72-65, in the 
NCAA championship game. And five 
years after that, Rupp signed and 
started his first black player, 7-foot-2 
center Tom Payne. 

Racial breakthroughs were being 
achieved, yes, but it was slow going in 
the Deep South. Ole Miss football, like 
programs at virtually all major South- 
ern universities, featured all-white 
teams until the early 1970s. 

Change clearly wasn’t a priority at 
Ole Miss. The mid-1950s to mid-1960s 
had been a glory period, accomplish- 
ment-wise, for the Mississippi Rebels, 
with Johnny Vaught-coached teams 
winning five Southeastern Conference 
titles and posting three unbeaten regu- 
lar-season records. Accordingly, Ole 
Miss seemed particularly set in its 
ways—both as a football power and a 
bedrock of segregationist policy. 

* * * 

The issue of race has always troubled 
Brewer, who was reared in poverty ina 
broken home in Columbus, Miss. In a 
segregation-only society, he lived on 
the black side of the railroad tracks, 
which he crossed every morning to at- 
tend an all-white school. 

“My best friends were a couple of 


Serenity: Ole Miss’ campus is known for 
its beauty and Southern charms. 
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black kids across the street, Jobe and 
Billy—shoot, I ate more meals at their 
house than I did at mine,” said Brewer, 
who was a member of three of Vaught’s 
finest teams during the late ‘50s. “We 
used to sit in the dirt in front of their 
house, mark off a football field and use 
old spark plugs as miniature players.” 

Brewer's other constant companion 
was his grandfather’s black handyman. 
“Jake took me everywhere he went,” 
Brewer said. 

As he grew older, Brewer became 
more aware of racism and had to deal 
with it firsthand. He remembered an in- 
cident in 1969 when, as coach of the 
Columbus Lee High School track team, 
he and his squad were denied service at 
a Greenville, Miss., restaurant because 
one of the squad members was black. 

When the team began walking out, 
Brewer was asked what the problem 
was. 

“You can’t print what I said to the 
manager,” said Brewer, anger creeping 
across his face as he recalled the inci- 
dent. 

The recollection of such events only 
intensifies Brewer's anguish every re- 
cruiting season when competing 
schools march out the time-honored 
James Meredith/Ole Miss racism angle 
against the Ole Miss coach and his 
staff. 

It is one of many recruiting hurdles 
that the Rebels must clear annually. 
Brewer's budget and Ole Miss’ facilities 
pale in comparison with fellow SEC 
members. 

Also, it is tough finding academically 
qualified Division I-A athletes, particu- 
larly blacks, in one of the nation’s poor- 
est states. Mississippi's expenditures 
for education—and other services as 
well—usually rank near the bottom of 
state-by-state lists. 

Three Division I-A in-state schools 
battle for high school talent—Ole Miss, 
Mississippi State and Southern Missis- 
sippi—as well as predominantly black 
in-state Division I-AA schools such as 
Jackson State, Alcorn State and Mis- 
sissippi Valley State. Also, neighboring 
SEC members Alabama, Auburn and 
Louisiana State tap into Mississippi. 

Brewer and his staff have to face all 
this while recruiting and, at the same 
time, they must overcome Ole Miss’ 
tainted racial past. 

“There's not supposed to be negative 
recruiting (among the coaching frater- 
nity),” Brewer said, “but that’s a myth 
because there’s hardly an institution in 
or out of the conference that doesn't use 
a negative or resort to some racial slur 
if they think it will make a difference. 
To some kids it does, to some it 
doesn’t.” 

Brewer said some opposing recruit- 
ers have stooped to showing Ole Miss 
prospects pictures of the Ku Klux Klan 
burning crosses and telling the recruits 
that’s what awaits them in Oxford. 

“We lose at least three kids in recruit- 
ing every year because of the racial in- 
nuendoes recruiters make about us,” 


Brewer said. “We lost a kid from New 
Orleans this year because a new head 
coach from another Division I-A school 
in our state used the racial angle. The 
kid visited here and saw we weren't 
prejudiced. But the parents didn’t come 
on the visit.” 

Every incident on the Ole Miss cam- 
pus or in Oxford usually is documented 
and used against Brewer during re- 
cruiting season. 

In 1986, a group of black football play- 
ers ransacked a white fraternity house 
because they were upset about the fra- 
ternity’s overt displays of racism. Two 
years later, a black fraternity house 
was burned to the ground. And in 1989, a 
white fraternity pledge was stripped 
naked as a prank, had “nigger’ and 
“KKK” painted all over him and was 
dumped on the campus of predomi- 
nantly black Rust College, 40 miles 
away in Holly Springs. 

Last season, before the Ole Miss- 
Vanderbilt game, Commodores full- 
back Carlos Thomas of Memphis un- 
loaded his racial baggage about Ole 
Miss. 

“T hate Ole Miss, I hate’em,” Thomas 
told sportswriter Larry Woody of 
Nashville’s Tennessean newspaper. “I 
could never play under a Rebel flag. My 
mother hung up every time (an Ole 
Miss recruiter) would call. 

“You go down there and see 10,000 
Rebel flags flying. I know the connota- 
tions of those flags. Nobody has ever 
done anything to me personally— 
everyone I've met from Ole Miss has 
been nice. I just don’t like the state of 
Mississippi. It’s like the movie, ‘Mis- 


sissippi Burning.’ I've always had a 
stigma about that state.” 

Alvin O. Chambliss, an Oxford attor- 
ney who heads the local chapter of the 
National Association for the Advance- 
ment of Colored People, said the Ole 
Miss football program and the school 
are making racial progress. 

“With ... past coaches, there has 
been alumni pressure for Ole Miss to 
play people that didn’t merit playing,” 
Chambliss said. “Billy has the attitide 
of playing the best players, and that has 
diffused some of the problems. He has 
brought a degree of fairness to the pro- 
gram.” 

Chambliss also pointed out some of 
the positives the school has made, such 
as awarding graduate scholarships to 
minorities. Still, he knows there is work 
to be done, progress to be made that 
may never be attained. He would like to 
see Ole Miss athletic teams annually 
schedule predominantly black in-state 
schools in home-and-home series. 

In 1980, when the Ole Miss basketball 
team was matched by the National Invi- 
tation Tournament committee against 
an all-black Grambling squad, the 
game in Oxford drew 8,709, one of the 
largest crowds in the 25-year history of 
the school’s Tad Smith Coliseum. And 
when Jackson State’s football team 
played a 1987 game at Southern Mis- 
sissippi in Hattiesburg, attendance was 
33,687, a Southern Miss record (which 
since has been broken). 

“When Ole Miss starts regularly 
scheduling the in-state black schools, 
that’s when I'll know the program has 
arrived,” Chambliss said. “Yes, things 


have improved at Ole Miss. Are they 
the way they should be? No. Do they 
have a long way to go? Yes.” 

Ole Miss Chancellor R. Gerald Tur- 
ner has been responsible for much of 
the change since he arrived in 1984. 

Under Turner, minority enrollment 
in undergraduate and graduate pro- 
grams has risen from 550 in ‘84 to al- 
most 1,000 in 1990. A graduate fellow- 
ship program has boosted the enroll- 
ment. He added minority recruiters not 
only for undergraduates, but also for 
the medical and law schools. He also 
hired minorities to improve relations 
with black alumni. 

However, the battle to overcome the 
school's past is a never-ending one for 
Turner. 

“When I first toured the state after 
being introduced as chancellor, the 
theme in my speeches was that this 
University of Mississippi was for all 
Mississippians—black and white, male 
and female, rich and poor,” Turner 
said. “I’ve tried to get various work- 
shops, conferences and seminars on 
our campus to show the outside world 
that time has not stood still here, that 
development has been made, that the 
institution and this state have come a 
lot further than the perception given 
outside the state. 

“Still, it's something you constantly 
have to deal with because most people’s 
perceptions don’t match the reality. 
Every historically white university in 
America has the challenge of making 
black students feel as comfortable on 
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campus as they should.” 
* * * 

No single individual is credited with 
Ole Miss’ decision to begin the recruit- 
ment of black athletes. Ole Miss 
coaches saw times were changing and 
they had to recruit blacks to keep pace 
with other SEC schools. That need be- 
came increasingly apparent as the 
Rebels’ proud football program pro- 
duced only a 67-83-3 record in a 14-year 
period beginning in 1972. 

Ben Williams, a defensive lineman 
from Yazoo City, Miss., was the first 
black player in school history, making 
his debut in ’72. From day one, Williams 
said he never encountered a single ra- 
cial problem. 

Williams received offers from Ole 
Miss and Mississippi State as well as 
the in-state black schools. He never 
considered himself a pioneer and was 
never treated as one. 

Williams, 37, who played 10 years for 
Buffalo in the National Football League 
and now owns a Jackson, Miss., con- 
struction company, said the decision to 
attend Ole Miss was no decision at all. 

“Man, I didn’t think about the black/ 
white stuff,” Williams said. “I was 18 
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Unifying force: /njured Chucky Mullins 
was an inspiration to all Mississippians. 
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years old, just out of high school and ex- 
cited to have the chance to play at a 
major college level, be on TV and bea 
part of the Ole Miss tradition. I’ve said 
this a bunch of times, but I guess people 
don't believe me. 

“IT never had any problems at Ole 
Miss. I was treated like any other stu- 
dent/athlete. I loved my time there.” 

Williams, named a Rebels tri-captain 
in his senior season of 1975, was a three- 
time All-SEC selection and earned All- 
America mention. 

But to Williams, his greatest accom- 
plishment was being chosen as Colonel 
Rebel, which is the equivalent of Mr. 
Ole Miss. It is voted on annually by the 
student body. 

“There were only about 300 black stu- 
dents at the time and I received about 
1,500 votes,” Williams said. “It meant so 
much to me because the results said I 
was being accepted as a good student, a 
good person and part of the university.” 

The next black who received the 
award was Chucky Mullins, who was 
honored in 1989. Mullins was a corner- 
back with devastating hitting ability. 

On October 28, 1989, in an Ole Miss- 
Vanderbilt game in Oxford, Mullins 
planted his helmet in the small of the 
back of Vanderbilt running back Brad 
Gaines. The ball popped loose, prevent- 
ing a touchdown. 

As Mullins’ teammates raced to con- 
gratulate him, they stopped in their 
tracks as the roaring crowd quieted. 
Mullins, an overachiever who always 
had a smile on his face, lay still on the 
ground. He had crushed four vertebrae 
in his neck, leaving him a quadriplegic. 

Mississippi, the rest of the South and 
much of the nation raced to Mullins’ fi- 
nancial aid. A modest goal of $75,000 
was set for a trust fund, but by last 
spring the total had reached the stag- 
gering sum of $840,000. 

A special $70,000 house was built at 
cost for him by the school and on land 
that was donated. The school also 
bought him a specially equipped $30,000 
van, moved his legal guardians to Mis- 
sissippi, established a salary for him 
and employed round-the-clock nurses. 
Insurance and the trust fund covered 
his $900,000 medical bill. (His estimated 
annual health-care expenses were 
$100,000.) 

Rehabilitation helped him regain 
slight movement in his left hand and of 
his head. Hoping to coach someday, he 
went back to class at Ole Miss last 
January 16. Then, in early May, he died 
of complications from a blood clot in his 
lungs. 

Amid his tragedy, Mullins became a 
galvanizing force in race relations. It’s 
a role that made him a bit uneasy. 

“Tf it takes something like this to get 
people to change, that’s just not right, 
that’s just sorry,” Mullins said. 

Before Mullins was hurt, he had 
heard racial slurs shortly after arriving 
on campus from his home in Russell- 
ville, Ala. 

“IT expected a little bit of it,” said 
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Mullins, who along with some friends 
was called names by beer-drinking 
white fraternity members. ‘We pre- 
tended we didn’t hear it and continued 
on. I didn't offer any trouble. I came 
here to play football and get an educa- 
tion.” 

Apart from that incident, Mullins 
said he hadn't encountered racial prob- 
lems at Ole Miss. 

“One of my closest friends on the 
(1990) team, Roger Hancock, is white,” 
Mullins said. “So are guys like Todd 
Sandroni, Tom Luke and Chauncey 
Godwin. And people have gone out of 
their way to come up and talk to me. 
Little things like that make me feel 
good.” 

* * * 

Last spring, the hottest topic in Ole 
Miss Spirit, a publication devoted to 
Rebel athletics, was whether Ole Miss 
fans should stop waving the Confeder- 
ate flag. 

The flag, which to many represents 
the intolerant attitudes of the old South 
(including the attendant racial biases), 
has been deemed an unofficial symbol 
of Ole Miss athletic teams. In 1983, Por- 
ter Fortune, then Ole Miss’ chancellor, 
banned cheerleaders from carrying the 
flag and stopped the sale of the flag on 
campus. 

Since then, Rebel cheerleaders have 
waved a huge flag with an “M” on it. 
Still, some fans, mostly students, con- 
tinue to wave the Confederate flag, pri- 
marily at football games. 

Of course, the ramifications of the 
flag-waving are far-reaching. Without 
question, it provides ready-made racial 
ammunition for opposing coaches who 
are recruiting against Ole Miss. 


The flag issue prompted Spirit editor 
Chuck Rounsaville to conduct an infor- 
mal poll and to urge fans to write let- 
ters. The vote was overwhelming for 
fans to voluntarily stop waving the flag. 

“We raised the question three or four 
years ago in the Spirit and got an in- 
credible response not to get rid of it,” 
Rounsaville said. “I decided to raise the 
issue again because coaches from just 
about all our sports told me how it af- 
fected recruiting. 

“Our football coaches thought this re- 
cruiting year would be better than any 
coming off a 9-2 season and a (Mazda) 
Gator Bowl appearance. It turned out 
to be harder than any because the flag 
and racial things were used against 
them.” 

Rebel fans such as Bill Gates, a 1967 
Ole Miss graduate whose late father 
Billy was sports information director at 
Ole Miss during the Vaught glory days, 
said he stopped waving the Rebel flag in 
the late ‘70s. 

“T realize that some of the same peo- 
ple waving the flag are the ones that 
raised the money for Chucky Mullins, 
so I know their hearts are in the right 
places,” Gates said. “But the flag is a 
matter of perception. 

“I was raised with people who were 
waving the flags—they weren't racists 
or bigots. But as I traveled, I saw how 
the flag caused the school to be per- 
ceived outside the state of Mississippi. 
You view it from the other end of the 
spectrum. It impedes how the univer- 
sity should be perceived.” 

The leadership of Ole Miss’ alumni 
association apparently shares Gates’ 
view. Taking a formal stand on the 
issue for the first time, it has asked that 


Miss landscape, the Confederate banner has come under fire from recruiters and alumni. 


alumni and fans refrain from bringing 
Confederate flags to athletic events. 

Past and present players believe the 
flag shouldn’t be an issue. 

“The flag is a political issue, and 
sports and politics don’t mix,” Williams 
said. ‘When I was playing at Ole Miss 
and had a big 250-pound white boy foam- 
ing at the mouth lined up across from 
me ready to knock my head off, I didn’t 
much worry about looking up in the 
stands at the Rebel flag.” 

The flag has been the subject of infor- 
mal locker-room discussions between 
Ole Miss players, black and white. Just 
more than half of the Rebels’ starters 
last year were black and the squad is 50- 
50 overall. 

“To me, the flag is a symbol of school 
spirit, a symbol for our team being 
called the Rebels,” said punter Charles 
Childers, a white from Ripley, Miss., 
who completed his eligibility in 1990. 
“But if one black says he has a problem 
with it, thenit’s a problem. 

“In the discussions we've had in the 
locker room, we don’t make it into a big 
thing. It’s not like somebody is going to 
quit if the flag doesn’t go. It’s like we 
wished people would use the other al- 
ternatives.” 

Kelvin Pritchett, an All-SEC defen- 
sive lineman as a senior in 1990, said the 
flag has never been an issue for him 
(he’s black) but that it’s a definite re- 
cruiting problem. 

“When I helped recruit black players 
at Ole Miss on visits, the first thing they 
ask me is about the Rebel flag,” Pritch- 
ett said. “Recruiting is a war and it (the 
flag) is being used as a weapon against 
Ole Miss.” 

Pritchett said the racial atmosphere 
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at Ole Miss has improved and continues 
to improve. 

“T think you can find racial problems 
in just about any university in the na- 
tion if you look for it,” he said. “Seek 
and you shall find.” 

Last season, when Ole Miss was one 
of four SEC teams in a bowl-selection 
scenario that included a possible Sun- 
kist Fiesta Bowl berth, Rebel seniors 
advised Brewer they didn’t want a Fi- 
esta invitation. The Fiesta, played in 
Tempe, Ariz., was under fire because 
Arizona voters had rejected a proposed 
holiday in honor of slain civil rights 
leader Martin Luther King Jr. 

“We discussed the issue with Coach 
Brewer and the school made the right 
decision (to pass on an invitation if ex- 
tended),”’ Pritchett said. “The issue 
was whether to receive a bigger bowl 
paycheck and bad publicity or to make 
a decision that would benefit the way 
the school would be viewed in the fu- 
ture.”’ (The Rebels wound up in the 
Mazda Gator Bowl, where they were 
thumped by Michigan.) 

Perhaps one of the best testimonies 
about the improved race relations at 
Ole Miss is what Pritchett said at the 
team’s banquet. 

“T'll never forget it,” Brewer said. 
“Kelvin stood up and said, ‘I was born 
and raised in Georgia, and I grew up 
watching Georgia and Herschel 
(Walker). But I became an Ole Miss 
Rebel. And I'll always be an Ole Miss 
Rebel.’ ” 

Three decades ago, the thought of a 
black man forever being an Ole Miss 
Rebel was unfathomable. But the times 
have been a-changing, and nowhere is it 
more apparent than at “New Miss.” 


Insight: Rebels Coach Billy Brewer grew 
up on the black side of the tracks. 
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AT THE 
PASS 


Stodgy offense irritates Sacca; 
Paterno says to put up, shut up 


By MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Free-lance writer 


he first five minutes of Joe Pater- 
if no’s press conference proceeded 
as expected. With spring practice 
about to start, the venerable Penn State 
coach was assessing his 26th Nittany 
Lions team in typical woe-is-me fash- 
ion. Indeed, he acted as if his team 
would never win another game. 

This player was injured. That one 
had graduated. The nasty NCAA had 
limited the amount of spring practice 
his team—and all teams—could have. 
And take a look at that grueling 1991 
schedule. 

Fielding questions, Paterno re- 
sponded with multiple-choice answers. 
Problem here, worry there, questions 
everywhere. The overall picture? 
Bleak. 

“IT don’t think we're anywhere close 
to being what people think,’’ he 
moaned. 

But when the subject turned to Tony 
Sacca, Paterno snapped to life. The tal- 
ented senior quarterback and in-house 
critic of Penn State’s right-wing foot- 
ball philosophy wanted to throw more 
often. Would he get the chance? 

“Tony wishes he could throw the ball 
more, and I wish Tony would keep his 
mouth shut more and do what's best for 
the football team,” Paterno said an- 
grily. 

Hold on, Coach. Tony Sacca is trying. 
He really is. Now in his fourth year at 
the Penn State School of Conservative 
Quarterbacking, Sacca has learned the 
Paterno Way. When you start under 
center for the Nittany Lions, you're not 
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going to get to throw the ball 35 to 40 
times a game. The run-and-shoot it 
isn’t. Try the stand-and-hand. Anyway, 
nicknames aren't important in Happy 
Valley. Victories are. 

It’s not the Wild West, where the 
David Klinglers and the Ty Detmers of 
the world crank it up 50 to 60 times a 
week. This is Penn State, home of the 
vanilla uniforms and the coach in the 
school ties and flood pants. It’s defense 
and 10-7 wins and big third-down com- 
pletions and grind-it-out football. It’s 
the place where they wanted to recruit 
Jim Kelly as a linebacker, for crying 
out loud. The place where there hasn’t 
been a real, honest-to-Unitas pro quar- 
terback since Milt Plum back in the 
1950s. 

Tony Sacca knows all this. But 
damned if he doesn’t try to convince 
himself it isn’t true. When he thinks 
about helping the team, Sacca does so 
in terms of playing aggressive, offen- 
sive football—not just following the 
party line. 

And there's the rub. Because no mat- 
ter what Tony Sacca thinks, he doesn’t 
give the orders. That role falls on Pa- 
terno, the guy with two national cham- 
pionships, who has guided 25 seasons of 
Nittany Lions football like a skilled pup- 
peteer. And no matter how big or strong 
or athletic Sacca may be (he has large 
doses of all three characteristics), he 
can't sway Paterno. 

“T hope our passing game is a very big 
part of our game,” continued Paterno, 
now on a roll and still obviously an- 
noyed. “I hope Tony has a big year. But 
the only way he'll havea big year is if he 
understands his role. He has to be a 
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leader and do whatit takes to win.” 

On the threshold of his senior season 
at Penn State, Sacca is still bucking 
Paterno. Sure, he sprinkles his com- 
ments with the obligatory “I don’t care 
as long as we win” stuff, but deep down, 
he does care. 

Once the most sought-after high 
school passer in the East while a senior 
at Delran High in New Jersey, Sacca 
knows he has but one year left to de- 
liver on all that potential. He showed 
glimpses last year when he completed 
122 of 249 passes for 1,866 yards, 10 
touchdowns and nine interceptions. 
Still, he hasn’t produced consistently. 

At 6-foot-5 and 225 pounds, Sacca is as 
big as—dare we say—a linebacker. He 
can run like a tailback (he dashed 
through Pittsburgh’s defense for 113 
yards last year) and has a big-time 
arm. He possesses all the physical tools 
to play in the National Football League. 
But successful quarterbacks blend con- 
centration and mental agility with their 
physical attributes. Sacca is still work- 
ing on that concoction. 

At times, Sacca has been marvelous, 
as exciting and dangerous as any of 
those aerial-circus guys. There was 
that 20-for-34 passing performance— 
good for 277 yards and three TDs—in 
the shadow of the Golden Dome last 
year. In a major departure from form, 
Paterno let Sacca throw the ball all 
over Rockne’s house, and the Nittany 
Lions responded by upsetting Notre 
Dame, 24-21. 

And what about that game out on the 
West Coast, when Sacca went at it with 
Southern California’s Todd Marin- 
ovich? The Nittany Lions lost, 19-14, but 
Sacca threw for 243 yards and dazzled 
the Trojan faithful with his Houdini- 
style touchdown pass to tight end Al 
Golden. 

Yet, at times, Sacca has resembled a 
wishbone passer, ineffective and tenta- 
tive. In three games last year (against 
Alabama, West Virginia and Block- 
buster Bowl opponent Florida State), 
Sacca was a combined 18 for 42, and 
Paterno yanked him, replacing him 
with gritty senior Tom Bill. Paterno ac- 
cused Sacca of poor concentration. 
Sacca countered that it’s tough to stay 
focused when you pass as frequently as 
a single-wing halfback. Though hardly 
Sacca’s equal in athletic prowess, Bill 
was one of Paterno’s favorites, a grab- 
‘em-by-the-face-mask type who would 
fight a pit bull to win a game. “He (the 
coach) and Tommy were real close,” 
Sacca said. 

Paterno has no one waiting to jump 
into Sacca’s place this year. Billis gone, 
and the backups (including Sacca's lit- 
tle brother John) are too young to toss 
into the fray against Miami (Fla.) or 
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Notre Dame. It’s Sacca’s show. 

Sacca would love it if Paterno woke 
up one morning with a vision that the 
road to victory is paved with first-down 
passes and flea-flickers. But you get the 
impression Paterno dreams in black 
and white, with players wearing hel- 
mets without face masks and the for- 
ward pass being used in emergencies 
only. At Penn State, quarterbacks are 
leaders, real holler guys who make the 
big plays only when Paterno decides a 
big play is going to be made. 

“We just have a difference of opin- 
ion,” Sacca said. “Naturally, he would 
prefer to run the ball in most instances, 
and I’m much more comfortable throw- 
ing the ball. It’s just the way he likes to 
do things and the way I prefer to do 
things that naturally looks like we're 


Everyone go deep: Penn State quarterback Tony Sacca (below) loves to air out the 
ball, much to the occasional consternation of Nittany Lions Coach Joe Paterno. 


...and weare.” 

Sacca laughs at his omission. The 
word is “feuding.” But Sacca’s feud is 
more with himself. He has to sublimate 
his wide-open spirit to make his senior 
year happy and productive. At Penn 
State, there’s one simple rule: Do what 
Paterno says. 

“T know I have the potential to win 
ball games and be a good quarterback,” 
Sacca said. “Sometimes you don’t get 
the opportunity up here. It’s just the of- 
fense. You don’t get an opportunity con- 
sistently to prove you're a quality quar- 
terback, and I think that’s happened to 
a lot of quarterbacks in the past.” 

The nation discovered that Sacca 
was a quality quarterback last 
November when he torched 
the Fighting Irish. Sacca 
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believes the discovery could have been 
made a year or two earlier. 

“I've always felt I could play like 
this,” he said in the press tent following 
the big win. While all the sportswriters 
scrambled to write the ‘“Sacca Comes 
of Age” stories, Sacca was doing his 
own rewrite. It was “Paterno Comes of 
Age.” The coach let his quarterback 
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throw 13 times on first down, an unbe- 
lievable figure when you consider that 
for 25 years, “first down” at Penn State 
was synonymous With “run.” 

The tying touchdown came on a play 
in which Sacca rolled right and threw 
across the field to a wide-open Golden. 
A great play, but one fraught with po- 
tential catastrophe. It’s easy pickings 
for a cagey cornerback who stays 
home. But when it works, it works big. 
Paterno gambled, and Sacca was out 
there on the field doubling his coath’s 
bets. 

But even in victory, the two couldn’t 
agree. Paterno said Sacca had grown 
up because he performed within the 
constraints of the game plan and won 
big. Sacca disagreed, maintaining he 


The man in charge: Paterno likes his conservatively dressed team to run a conservative offense. 


could have been doing it all along if he 
had been given the chance. 

The numbers don’t settle the argu- 
ment. Sacca was 79 for 160 for 1,133 
yards, six touchdowns and five inter- 
ceptions in games in which he threw 
more than 25 times, and Penn State had 
a 3-2 record—hardly convincing evi- 
dence. Paterno would add that both 
losses came early in the season, when 
the Nittany Lions were still ineffective 
on the ground. Still, neither player nor 
coach would deny the value of a bal- 
anced attack. After all, both of Penn 
State’s national titles were accom- 
plished with teams that could run and 
pass effectively. 

“T play better when we throw the ball 
more,” Sacca insisted. ‘‘Last year, 
every time I threw over 30 times a 
game, I usually played better. You're 
more comfortable on the field when 
you're asked to contribute like that.” 

But what did Sacca expect? Penn 
State’s reputation for a conservative of- 
fense wasn’t built in the last three 
years. Sacca was recruited by dozens of 
schools, including some wide-open pro- 
grams. He whittled the suitors down to 
just two: Penn State and Notre Dame, 


neither of which espouses a laissez- 
faire passing philosophy. 

“That (the infatuation with the Fight- 
ing Irish and Nittany Lions) goes back 
to when he was a little kid,” explained 
Jim Donoghue, Sacca’s high school 
coach and a close friend. “When Penn 
State was recruiting him, they told him 
that when they won the national title in 
1986, they did it by passing for more 
yardage than they gained running 
(which was not the case).” 

Last year’s team threw for 2,134 
yards and ran for 1,999. But Penn State 
passed the ball 278 times and ran it 511. 
As Sacca sought a better balance, his 
battle with Paterno intensified. The 
two traded barbs in the press, in stark 
contrast to the Ozzie-and-Harriet at- 
mosphere that usually prevails in State 
College, Pa. 

“T had no plans to go to Tommy at 
all,” Paterno said after replacing Sacca 
with Bill against West Virginia last sea- 
son (the second straight game the 
coach had done so). “Tony looked just a 
little bit out of it.” 

“It’s tough to play when you're look- 
ing over your shoulder,” Sacca coun- 
tered after the game. “I don’t like to get 
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pulled. It’s frustrating.” 

As difficult as last season was for 
Sacca, it was better than his sophomore 
year. The Nittany Lions had tailback 
Blair Thomas in 1989, the type of guy 
Paterno loves. Give him the ball 20 
plays in a row and he wants it on the 
21st. Sacca threw only 137 times that 
season, completing 40.9 percent and 
passing for just six touchdowns. “I was 
throwing the ball 10 times a game,” he 
said. “I might as well have been at Ok- 
lahoma.” 

The performance was an improve- 
ment—albeit a slight one—over his 
freshman season, when three Penn 
State quarterbacks were injured and 
Paterno was forced to use Sacca. The 
results were predictable. Sacca com- 
pleted only 37 percent of his passes (54 
of 146) for 821 yards, four touchdowns 
and five interceptions. The Nittany 
Lions finished 5-6, the first losing sea- 
son in Paterno’s tenure at Penn State. 
It was quite a baptism for the former 
high school hotshot. 

That emergency fill-in meant Sacca 
was never redshirted. He didn’t get that 
year to learn and develop away from 
big-time opponents, rabid fans and the 
critical press. They do it at the passing 
factories, with young talents spending a 
few years as an understudy and then 
detonating upon the collegiate football 
world. About 10,000 yards later, the 
NFL beckons. 

“The biggest crime in the whole situ- 
ation was that he lost his redshirt 
year,”’ Donoghue said. “If you were 
looking at him asa junior, he'd be one of 
the best in the country this year, and 
next year he’d be possibly the best.” 

Paterno knows that. He didn’t be- 
come the winningest active coach in Di- 
vision I-A (229 victories) on the backs of 
freshman quarterbacks. He merely got 
stuck one year with a bunch of hurting 
upperclassmen and had to go to the 
youngster. 

“It's unfortunate Tony had to play his 
freshman year,” Paterno acknowl- 
edged. “He could be a redshirt junior 
like Shawn Jones at Georgia Tech 
(Penn State’s opponent in the August 28 
Kickoff Classic). But this is his fourth 
year in the program, and we expect a 
big year. Whether or not he has it 
comes down to Tony Sacca.” 

Yes, it does. Despite his outstanding 
athletic abilities—“I’ve played against 
Detmer and Marinovich, and athleti- 
cally, I don’t think they're as good as I 
am’’—Sacca has some shortcomings. 
He admits he isn’t the best practice 
player in the world, and that drives the 
preparation-crazed Paterno nuts. 
Showtime comes on Saturday after- 
noon for Sacca, not some wind-swept 
November Tuesday. Like many out- 
standing athletes, Sacca also tends to 
rely too much on his instincts. Double 
coverage? No problem, I'll get it in 
there. 

“Delran is a small town, and Tony 
was able to be the star by just using his 
natural ability,’ Donoghue said. “He 


Big opportunity: Sacca hopes to strut his 
stuff against BYU and Miami (Fla.). 


didn’t have to work hard, so his work 
habits weren’t what they should have 
been. Some days in practice he would 
drive me crazy.” 

Then there’s that leadership thing. 
Sacca exudes the quiet confidence of an 
athlete who is accustomed to success. 
After the big victory over Notre Dame, 
Sacca didn’t jump around and pepper 
the air with fists. “That was a great 
win, but we had another game the next 
week,” he said. That attitude works for 
the professional, but it doesn’t wash in 
the rah-rah world of collegiate athlet- 
ics. Sacca has emotions, but they don’t 
come in the extremes people may want 
to see. 

“He has the attitude you need to play 
pro football,” Donoghue said. ‘“There’s 
a battle this Sunday, and I’ll do my best, 
but if we don’t win, it’s OK. We can get 
it back next Sunday.” 

Sacca is not a robot. Even when he’s 
just handing the ball off, he tries to 
maintain a high level of intensity. 
Against Boston College last year, when 
third-string tailback Shelly Hammonds 
was running wild for 208 yards and two 
touchdowns, Sacca sprung the sopho- 
more for a 48-yard gain with a big block. 
“T like to hit people,” Sacca said. “If ’m 
just going to hand the ball off, I might 
as well go run after somebody and hit 
them.” 

When you perform before 80,000-plus 
fans—which the Nittany Lions often 
do—it helps to show a little emotion. In 
State College, there’s Penn State foot- 
ball and then the eight other months. 
Winning games, not padding statistics, 
rules at Penn State. And sometimes the 
scrutiny by Penn State fans has been 
tougher than the battles with Paterno. 

“Tony has to do what it takes to win, 
whether we don’t throw for six quarters 
or we throw 150 times in one quarter,” 
Paterno emphasized. “His role is not 
how many passes he throws, but to bea 
leader. He’s old enough now to do that.” 

Try as he might to “take ’em one ata 
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time,” Sacca can’t help but zero in on 
two games—Brigham Young and Mi- 
ami—on Penn State’s tough 1991 sched- 
ule. The Nittany Lions are facing two of 
the country’s top quarterback dream 
schools, the football equivalent of “Top 
Gun.” At those places, it’s pass first, in- 
troduce the running backs later. In 
Sacca’s wide-open football dream 
world, he matches his BYU and Miami 
opponents pass for pass and shows the 
country they can fling it a little back 
East, too. He did it in the 1989 Holiday 
Bowl, when he lit up BYU for 206 yards 
and two scores on only 20 passes. 

“T hope I’ll get an opportunity against 
these teams that throw the ball better 
than anybody in the country to throw it 
35 times and be effective,” he said. 
“Publicity-wise, it’s always good to play 
teams that are like BYU and Miami.” 

Sacca could use a little publicity this 
year. He wants to play in the NFL, and 
pro scouts and general managers don’t 
spend a whole lot of time worrying 
about who was redshirted and who 
wasn’t when they discuss top draft 
picks. Potential gets picked after the 
big numbers. Still, Sacca knows he’ll 
get a chance at the pros. His size, speed 
and arm are all NFL-caliber, so the job 
market shouldn’t be a problem. He’d 
just like to secure a high starting wage. 

To his credit, Sacca isn’t worrying 
about draft position—his “all-things-in- 
moderation” personality won’t allow it. 
But you get the feeling he wonders a lit- 
tle about how 1991 will develop. Penn 
State returns much of a strong defense, 
and the offense features talented re- 
ceivers and backs with speed and prom- 
ise. 

“A lot of times our wide receivers are 
blocking,” said Sacca, alluding to the 
constraints of a run-first philosophy. 
“It’s tough for them, too.” 

An appearance in a major bowl is ex- 
pected after the '91 season, and arunat 
the national title isn’t farfetched, de- 
spite Paterno’s preseason naysaying. 
Yet, in the Penn State scheme, champi- 
onships come from a blend of players 
who work together under Paterno’s di- 
rection—not outstanding individual 
performances. 

Sacca has one more year to realize he 
can’t change Paterno. When the coach 
says throw, you throw. When he says 
hand off, you hand off. Again and again 
and again. And while it may be fun to 
wing it 35 times a game, it’s more fun to 
win. That’s something Paterno knows. 

Deep down, Sacca may know it, too. 

“We're like every Penn State team,” 
he said. “You hang tough and the next 
thing you know, you're right in it at the 
end. I don’t know how it happened; it 
just seems to work that way. 

“T think we pride ourselves on that up 
here. We’re not flashy. We play tough 
defense, and offensively we do what we 
have to to stay in the game. That’s the 
philosophy up here. That’s the way it 
is.” 

Tony Sacca can say that. Now he has 
to believe it. 
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Once dwarfed by basketball, 
ACC football is reaching 
giant proportions 


By DOUG DOUGHTY 
Roanoke Times & World-News 


ene Corrigan doesn’t like to 
G think about what might have 

happened last fall if the Atlantic 
Coast Conference had not added 
Florida State as its ninth member. 

“IT think Florida State would have 
joined the Southeastern Conference, 
Miami still would have joined the Big 
East and people would be calling the 
ACC a basketball league,” said Cor- 
rigan, ACC commissioner since July 
1987. 

That's not to say the ACC isn't proud 
of its basketball reputation, but the con- 
ference believes it has fielded respect- 
able football teams for more than a de- 
cade and not always received credit for 
it. 

Some of that credit was forthcoming 
after last January's bowl games when 
Georgia Tech was voted the No. 1 team 
in the nation by both The Sporting News 
and United Press International's board 
of coaches. The Yellow Jackets were 
the only unbeaten team in Division I-A. 

Georgia Tech was one of three ACC 
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teams to play in 
New Year's Day bowls, 

and five ACC teams compiled 
a 3-1-1 record while participating 
in postseason play. Plus, the 1990 sea- 
son marked the first time six ACC 
teams had posted winning records over- 
all. 

“And one of the great things about it 
was, it wasn’t all the same old teams,” 
Corrigan said. “Some of the traditional 
powers were down a notch, but they 
were still going to bowls.” 

Perhaps the most significant indica- 
tion of the ACC’s emergence has come 
on the corporate front. Various bowls 
are seeking a tie-in with the ACC, which 
has one year remaining on its contract 
with the Florida Citrus Bowl, and tele- 
vision revenues have gone through the 
ceiling. 

The ACC's revenues from the College 
Football Association package are ex- 
pected to escalate from $1.5 million to 
$6 million, and that doesn’t count the 
conference's regional package with 
Jefferson Pilot, which is up for renego- 
tiation this year. 

“I think we picked the right year to be 
good,” said Corrigan, who was athletic 
director at Notre Dame for six years be- 
fore becoming the ACC commissioner. 

Corrigan had a vast background in 
the ACC. He played lacrosse as a stu- 
dent at Duke, coached soccer and la- 
crosse at Virginia and later served as 
athletic director at Virginia. His stint at 
Notre Dame only confirmed what he al- 
ways had suspected about the ACC. 
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“Before I left 
Virginia, Ican 
remember the 

football coach saying 

how hard it was to 
compete because he 
couldn't get the players 

out of class till 3:30,” 
Corrigan said. “When I got 
to Notre Dame, the football coach 
complained that he couldn't get the 
players till 3:30. 

“I didn’t see anything in the schools’ 
philosophies that indicated one pro- 
gram could succeed and the other pro- 
gram couldn’t. I think Prop 48 and the 
attention to graduation rates—all those 
things—played into the hands of the 
ACE:” 

Corrigan was the athletic director at 
Virginia when the stadium was en- 
larged, but, other than that, he takes lit- 
tle credit for the improved image of 
ACC football. He laughs at the sugges- 
tion that he has benefited from televi- 
sion contacts made during his six-year 
tenure at Notre Dame. 

“I made some contacts, but I don’t 
know how much good they’ve done me 
because I’ve been very dissatisfied with 
our national (TV) exposures until this 
point,” he said. 

The formula for improving the ACC’s 
image in football was so obvious that 
one wonders why it wasn’t used earlier. 
In fact, it had been used earlier, when 
the late Castleman Chesley formed the 
ACC basketball television network in 
1959. 


Continued 


Looming presence: The Georgia Tech 
Yellow Jackets rose above the college 
football crowd last year by winning a 
share of the national championship. 
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A generation 
of ACC basketball 
fans was weaned on 
the conference’s game of 
the week, but it wasn’t until the early 
1980s that the league was able to put to- 
gether a similar package for football. 
“Once we got local telecasts (in foot- 
ball), I think that helped us more than 
any single thing,” Corrigan said. “Tele- 
vision is a way of life. People inside our 
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Wahoo revival: Virginia had one winni) 


1g season from 1953 through 1978, but since 


area don’t realize those aren’t national 
telecasts. They just know that we’re 
on.” 

Georgia Tech Coach Bobby Ross will 
never be convinced that the ACC played 
a weak brand of football in the early 
1980s; at least Maryland didn’t when 
the Terrapins were winning three con- 
secutive conference championships 
under Ross from 1983 through 1985. 

“T think the perception of ACC foot- 
ball has always been a wrong one,” said 
Ross, who left Maryland for Georgia 
Tech after the 1986 season. “It was al- 
ways a source of irritation for those of 
us close to league football. 

“When I was at Maryland, we played 
Miami (Fla.) three times. We played 
Penn State four times, twice when they 
were the national champions, and we 
played ‘em pretty competitively. That’s 
all I have to go on. I’ve always felt the 
league was pretty strong.” 

Yet, Ross feels the ACC has never 
been as strong “top to bottom” as it was 
in 1990. Duke and Wake Forest were 
down, but any of the other six teams 
was capable of beating another. 

Clemson won the national champion- 
ship in 1981 and North Carolina finished 
in the Top 10 in both 1980 and ’81, but 
those two teams and Maryland domi- 
nated the conference in the early 1980s. 

“T would say, when I came here in 
1982, there were three very fine football 
teams in the league,” Virginia Coach 
George Welsh said. “Maryland, North 
Carolina and Clemson were as good as 
the Michigan and Notre Dame teams 
we played at Navy. 

“Overall, I think there are more ath- 
letes in the league now, and the coach- 
ing stability is another factor to con- 
sider. Everybody talks about last year, 


y but I thought we were pretty good be- 


fore.” 
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George Welsh arrived the Cavaliers have had winning marks in seven of nine years. 
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Actually, there has been a high de- 
gree of turnover among ACC coaches, 
with Virginia the only position that has 
not changed hands since 1986. But when 
an ACC job comes open now, the candi- 
dates might include a prominent Divi- 
sion I coach like Ken Hatfield. 

“Where I was, you thought about ACC 
football and you thought about Clem- 
son,” said Hatfield, who left Arkansas 
to become the Tigers’ coach. ‘When 
you thought about ACC basketball, you 
thought about the whole league. When I 
got here, I realized the league was more 
balanced (in football) than I thought.” 

It has been the resurrection of previ- 
ously downtrodden programs at Virgin- 
ia, Georgia Tech and Duke that has con- 
tributed to the notion of an ACC resur- 
gence. Although the Blue Devils were 4- 
7 this past season, they were 8-3 and 
tied Virginia for the ACC championship 
in 1989. 

Virginia had exactly one winning sea- 
son from 1953 through 1978, but since 
the arrival of Welsh, the Cavaliers have 
had winning records in seven of nine 
years. The Cavaliers had never been to 
a bowl before 1984; now, they have 
made postseason appearances in three 
of the last four seasons. 

Indeed, Virginia was unbeaten and 
ranked No. | in the country last season 
before entertaining Georgia Tech on 
November 3. The Cavaliers led by 14 
points at the half before falling, 41-38, 
one of four defeats for Virginia in the 
last five games (including a one-point 
loss to Tennessee in the USF&G Sugar 
Bowl). 

Georgia Tech was a power under 
Bobby Dodd in the early 1950s, going 
undefeated in 1951 and 1952, but the Yel- 
low Jackets were to suffer 16 consecu- 
tive conference losses—one shy of the 
ACC record—from late in the 1986 sea- 
son to early in 1989. Seldom has a pro- 
gram turned around so dramatically, 
starting with four straight victories 
(three of them non-conference tri- 
umphs) to end the 1989 season. 

“You’re always surprised when good 
things happen,” Corrigan said, “but 
what surprised me the most was Geor- 
gia Tech. People saw Virginia building, 
but there for a while, there was no end 
in sight at Georgia Tech.” 

Jamal Cox, a highly recruited line- 
backer last season from Gilman High 
School in Baltimore, signed a letter-of- 
intent with Georgia Tech after attract- 
ing the interest of Ohio State, Notre 
Dame and Michigan. One of the selling 
points was the Yellow Jackets’ 45-21 
victory over Nebraska last January 1 in 
the Florida Citrus Bowl. 

“That was big,” said Cox, whose final 
list of three included Virginia. ‘‘It 
proved Georgia Tech was a national 
team. I always thought ‘big time’ meant 
Notre Dame, the Big Ten or the major 
independents.” 

Nobody pushed ACC expansion more 
than Ross, who, on the southernmost 
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frontier of the 
ACC, was in greatest 
competition with the SEC. 
The ACC considered 10 schools, 
but Florida State was always at the 

top of the list. 

“When we were discussing other 
teams, we would always ask, ‘What do 
they bring us that we don’t already 
have?’ "’ Corrigan recounted. ‘“‘They 
didn’t bring us new markets. They 
didn’t bring us a Top 10 ranking. Florida 
State brought us the whole state of 
Florida.” 

Florida State, previously an indepen- 
dent in football, gained added prestige 
for a basketball program that has com- 
peted in the Metro Conference. It also 
added affiliation with a conference that 
has been one of the leaders in academic 
reform. 

“The SEC was next door to us and 
they had been courting us,” said Bobby 
Bowden, Florida State football coach. 
“They had investigated us and we had 
investigated them. A year ago, I would 
have said it was SEC all the way.” 

That was before Penn State an- 
nounced it would give up its long- 
standing football independence for 
entry into the Big Ten, which caused 
every other conference to take stock of 
the expansion movement. Maybe the 
previous exclusivity of the ACC was one 
of the reasons Florida State found it at- 
tractive. 

“We just hope we can live up to our 
end of the bargain because we actually 
feel like we were truly chosen,” Bow- 
den said. “They offer a good atmos- 
phere for college athletics, and that’s 
what we wanted. 

“Look, I’m from Alabama. I grew up 
in Birmingham right in the middle of 
SEC country. I dreamed about playing 
in the SEC. It was the only conference 
for me when I| was growing up, (but) I 
voted for the ACC.” 

Some have wondered how Florida 
State’s football program will be af- 
fected by the Seminoles’ ACC affilia- 
tion, a question that may have been an- 
swered last winter when Florida State 
signed a recruiting class that was 
ranked No. 1 in the country. 

“It came up because we brought it 
up,” Bowden said. “There were quite a 
few skeptics who wanted to know how 
we were going to recruit. I heard it, but 
I didn’t think it was true. 

“Out of all the boys we contacted—I'd 
say we were involved with 100 kids— 
only one asked about the ACC. And I 
think he’d been told to say that. We 
brought it up because we thought it was 
an advantage.” 

It is believed that the rest of the ACC 
schools will benefit from the addition of 
Florida as a recruiting area, but, aside 
from Florida State, the ACC schools 
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On deck: When Bobby Bowden’s 
Seminoles begin play in 1992, ACC 
football should gain maximum exposure. 


haven’t had much impact in Florida— 
not yet, anyway. 

“We're going to help them that way,” 
Bowden said. “It’s TV appearances that 
expose all the schools, and they haven’t 
had the exposures yet. In my opinion, 
kids in this state will become as inter- 
ested in a North Carolina as they are 
Alabama.” 

Florida State will join the ACC for all 
other sports in the 1991-92 school year, 
but it was once believed that the Semi- 
noles wouldn’t be eligible for the foot- 
ball championship until the end of the 
decade. 

That was before SEC teams started 
dropping Florida State, and suddenly 


the Seminoles had a 1992 schedule that 
included a full slate of ACC games. 

“T couldn’t see it happening before 
1995,”’ said Bowden, who at age 61 
wasn’t sure if any of his teams would 
ever play for the ACC title. Bowden, 
who was at West Virginia before going 
to Florida State, has never played fora 
conference championship as a Division 
I-A coach. 

The Seminoles have been talked 
about as a national championship con- 
tender in 1991 and it is reasonable to 
wonder—if the recruiting class is as 
phenomenal as touted—whether 
Florida State will dominate ACC foot- 
ball. 

Bowden points out that the Seminoles 
are 2-1-1 in regular-season play against 
ACC teams during his tenure, having 
split with Clemson and notched a vic- 
tory and a tie against North Carolina. 

“Don’t tell me we're going to domi- 
nate the conference,” he said. 

One issue that remains to be resolved 
is the ACC’s future bowl tie-in. This is 
the option year on a four-year contract 
with the Florida Citrus Bowl, which has 
retained the International Manage- 
ment Group to find corporate sponsor- 
ship. 

“All things being equal, our people 
would vote to retain the Citrus tie-in, 
but all things are not equal,” said Cor- 
rigan, who also has had talks with the 
Blockbuster and Sunkist Fiesta bowl 
games. “It’s not the same conference 
they originally bought into. 

“T think the problem with ACC foot- 
ball is that they had an Avis complex, 
that this was a basketball league. If the 
world keeps saying you’re a basketball 
conference, then you become a basket- 
ball conference in the eyes of the 
world.” 

It may be time for the world to take 
another look. 


Hot commodities: ACC job openings now attract prominent coaches like Ken Hatfield. 
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BOB ROSATO 


By DOUG DOUGHTY 
Roanoke Times & World-News 


hen he was named Georgia 
Wie: football coach in the 
winter of 1986-87, Bobby Ross 


didn’t promise a national champion- 
ship in four years. Nor did he warn of 
an Atlantic Coast Conference losing 
streak that would reach 16 games. 

As late as the midway point in the 
1990 season, Ross said his only goal 
was for Georgia Tech to post consecu- 
tive seven-victory years for the first 
time since the mid-1960s, when Bobby 
Dodd was the Yellow Jackets’ coach. 

Georgia Tech, which won seven of 
11 games in 1989, got its seventh vic- 
tory of '90 in a showdown with Virgin- 
ia, then ranked No. 1, and finished the 
regular season as the lone unbeaten 
team in Division I-A with a 10-0-1 
mark. After battering Nebraska in the 
Florida Citrus Bowl, the Yellow Jack- 
ets reigned as No. 1 in polls conducted 
by The Sporting News and United 
Press International. 

“The closer we got to the national 
championship, the more I found it was 
something I wanted for the program,” 
Ross said. “Once we beat Nebraska, I 
felt in my heart we truly deserved the 
title.” (While The Sporting News and 
UPI’s coaches board agreed, the Asso- 
ciated Press’ poll of sportswriters and 
broadcasters did not. AP voted Col- 
orado No. 1 and the Yellow Jackets 
No. 2.) 

Ross could be excused for pinching 
himself, considering the Yellow Jack- 
ets lost 20 of their first 25 games under 
his guidance. They dropped 16 consec- 
utive ACC games (one under prede- 
cessor Bill Curry, 15 with Ross as 
coach), one short of the conference 
record for futility. 

In Ross’ opinion, things were never 
as bad as they seemed—only five of 
the 16 losses were by more than 10 
points—but the coach wasn’t so opti- 
mistic that he would have predicted 
that Georgia Tech would go 18-1-1 
over the 20 games that followed its 
ACC losing streak. That's exactly 
what the Yellow Jackets did. 

There were several factors in the 
turnaround, not the least of which 
was the retention of coaches and play- 
ers. All but two assistants remain 
from Ross’ original Yellow Jackets 
staff, and 79 of 86 Ross recruits are ei- 
ther still in the Georgia Tech program 
or have completed their eligibility. 

“There was no timetable,’ Ross 
said. “I thought I understood the phi- 
losophy of Georgia Tech, but there 
were some major problems, some 
things you wouldn’t think would hap- 
pen in your lifetime.” 

In addition to the departure of some 


Ross overcomes tough start to take Tech to the top 


players recruited by Curry, All-ACC 
defensive back Riccardo Ingram was 
declared ineligible during the 1987 
season after signing with an agent, 
and promising tight end Chris Caudle 
drowned in the spring of 1988. 

“If I had known all those things 
would happen, I never would have 
come here,” Ross said. “There’s no 
doubt about that.” 

Ross had built an ACC powerhouse 
at Maryland, where his Terrapins 
compiled a 39-19-1 record from 1982 
through 1986. He became increasingly 
disenchanted and eventually reached 
an oral agreement to join the Buffalo 
Bills’ staff when Georgia Tech came 
calling. 

“T didn’t really want to leave Mary- 
land,” Ross said. “But when (basket- 
ball player) Len Bias died, there wasa 
big changeover. Dick Dull, the ath- 
letic director, left and I didn’t know 
what direction the program was 
headed.” 

The turmoil continued at Maryland, 
where institutional controls made it 
tougher to recruit. Joe Krivak, Ross’ 
successor, did not have a winning 
record until 1990. 

“They’re back,” Ross said of the 
Terrapins. “Maryland’s got a lot of po- 
tential, but I think I read the situation 
right.” 

At Maryland, Ross was known for 
the pro-style quarterbacks he 
groomed, National Football League- 
bound players like Boomer Esiason, 
Frank Reich and Stan Gelbaugh. But 
he started each of his first three 
seasons at Georgia Tech witha 
different quarterback. 

That changed after Ross 
installed redshirt freshman 
Shawn Jones, an option 
operative, as his starting quar- 
terback in 1989. Jones, now 
embarking on his third season as 
the Yellow Jackets’ No. | signal- 
caller, is unlike Ross’ former Mary- 
land quarterbacks in that he’sa 
dual threat—a younger 
version of Virginia's 
Shawn Moore, who 
excelled as a passer/ 
runner. 

Ross’ idea of the 
option when he ar- 
rived at Georgia 
Tech was “you 
can throw here, 
or here, or here,” 
according to 
former recruiting 
director Brad 
Roper, now the 
university’s assist- 
ant athletic 
director for 
football opera- 


tions. But Ross’ tenure in Atlanta has 
been marked by flexibility. 

“I saw the need for a change be- 
cause of what some people were doing 
to us in the passing game,” Ross said. 
“T was not a stranger to the option. We 
ran it for five years at The Citadel. 

“Most of us are trend followers. I 
know Lam. We're still going to recruit 
a quarterback for his ability to throw 
foremost, but we’re looking more and 
more for the all-purpose type.” 

At Maryland, Ross used the wide- 
tackle-six defense that had been suc- 
cessful for predecessor Jerry Clai- 
borne. He changed to an odd front be- 
cause, as passing offenses became 
more sophisticated, a three-deep 
scheme was more vulnerable. 

Ross formed his staff with an em- 
phasis toward recruiting, specifically 
on the national level. The Georgia 
Bulldogs remain the force for in-state 
recruiting, but Georgia Tech has got- 
ten such home-state talents as Jones 
and All-ACC defensive back Ken 
Swilling. 

“Coach Ross has done a great job of 
planning ahead,” Roper said. ‘“‘He’s 
bitten the bullet a few times and red- 
shirted some players who could have 
helped immediately. This (past) year, 
he redshirted 20 of 22 (recruits). The 
program was built with an eye toward 
longevity.” @ 


Tech’s technician: Bobby 
Ross’ key moves 
have rescued the 
Yellow Jackets’ 
program. 


JACK REIMER 
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FLORIDA STATE 


NY, 
The best backfield in college 
football will execute Bobby 
Bowden's offense to preci- 
sion, forcing opponents to 
try to come from behind 
against the Seminoles’ best 
defense in a decade. Florida 
State has a mean schedule, 
which merely suggests the 
Seminoles will have to prove 
themselves many times 
over. To move from four 
straight Top 5 finishes to 
the national title, Florida 
State will rely heavily on 
such All-America candi- 
dates as quarterback Casey 
Weldon, running back Amp 
Lee, fullback Edgar Ben- 
nett, offensive tackle Kevin 
Mancini, cornerback Terrell 
Buckley and linebacker 
Marvin Jones. They figure 
to deliver the goods. 


Running back 


Amp Lee 
Quarterback 


Casey Weldon 
es saa 
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JON SOOHOO (| ’ 


TOM DIPACE 


JAY METZ 


BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


The Hurricanes have an 
inexperienced quarter- 
back (Gino Torretta). Not 
to worry. They won na- 
tional crowns in 1983, 
1987 and 1989 with a 
first-year starting quar- 
terback. Considering the 
defensive speed and 
skill-position players on 
hand, Coach Dennis Er- | | 
ickson might field another | | | 
national titlist— || | 

provided he can patch to- 
gether an offensive line of 
Miami standards. The 
Hurricanes have titanic 
struggles with Florida 
State and Penn State in 
which to strut their stuff. 


Quarterback 
Gino Torretta 


JON SCOHOO 


The Nittany Lions, who 
won't compete for the Big 
Ten title and a Rose Bowl 
berth until 1993, aren't 
lacking incentive. They 
won nine games in a row 
last season before falling 
to Florida State in the 
Blockbuster Bowl, and it 
isn't inconceivable for 
Penn State and the Semi- 
noles to meet in a Janu- 
ary 1 rematch with the 
big prize on the line. Joe 
Paterno has let Tony 
Sacca stretch out a bit at 
quarterback, and the 
confidence the young 
Nittany Lions gained in 
‘90 should pay dividends. 


Linebacker 
Mark D'Onofrio ] 


TOM DIPACE 


After the Wolverines lost 
two of their first three Big 
Ten games last year, 
Gary Moeller got his team 
on a roll (six straight vic- 
tories) that should ex- 
tend into this season. 
Michigan was not at its 
best in big games last 
year, and the '91 Wolver- 
ines will be tested—in 
consecutive weeks—by 
Notre Dame, Florida 
State, lowa and Michigan 
State. Michigan has the 
nation’s strongest team 
in the trenches, and 
sophomore tailback Ricky 
Powers will pick up where 
Jon Vaughn left off. 


Offensive tackle 
Greg Skrepenak 


After sharing the national 
championship with Col- 
orado in 1990, the Yellow 
Jackets are capable of 
taking it all in 1991. But 
to do so, they'll have to 
prove themselves worthy 
at the outset: Penn State 
(Kickoff Classic), Virgin- 
ia and Clemson are 
among their first four op- 
ponents. Quarterback 
Shawn Jones might be 
the most dangerous of- 
fensive player in college 
football, while safety Ken 
Swilling is this year's 
token Heisman candidate 
among the nation’s de- 
fensive players. 


Safety 
Ken Swilling 


Coach Steve Spurrier 
brought immediate re- 
spect back to Gainesville 1 | 
after a potentially devas- 
tating 1989 season, 
which ended with proba- 
tion, a coaching change 
and the loss of Heisman 
Trophy candidate Emmitt 
Smith to the NFL. The | |& 
Gators weathered their » 
year in jail well, and with 
Shane Matthews direct- 
ing the offense and safety 
Will White leading the de- 
fense, Florida should be a 
force. The November 30 
game against Florida 
State shapes up as a Co- 


lossal pairing. | 
= 

Quarterback | || 
Shane Matthews | | 3 
zs Z| 
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In 1990, the Huskies were 
one of the Pacific- 10's 
most dominant teams in 
the last decade. This sea- 
son, Washington could be 
even better. The loss of 
quarterback Mark Brunell 
to a knee injury is signifi- 
cant, but the best front 
seven in the land will keep 
Don James’ team in every 
game. And if new quar- 
terback Billy Joe Hobert 
is as good as advertised, 
the multiple offense 
should break school 
records set in ‘90. The 
Huskies must shake a 
tendency to underachieve 
when highly rated. 


Defensive tackle 


Steve Emtman 


ALLEN DEAN STEELE 


BRIAN TIRPAK 


JONATHAN DANIEL 


copehenencanes 


Fighting Irish, but when it 
comes to winning games, 
Notre Dame knows what 
it’s doing. The Irish won't 
have the Rocket to pull 
them out of tight situa- 
tions, but more- 
experienced quarterback 
Rick Mirer and an im- 
proved defense should 
make up for that loss to 
the Canadian Football 
League. For one thing, 
Notre Dame doesn't have 
to worry about Miami 
(Fla.)—the Hurricanes 
are off the schedule. New 
opponents are Hawaii and 
Indiana. 


Tight end 
Derek Brown 


It's tough to read these 


LISA RUDY 


The Sooners are off pro- 
bation, and quarterback 
Cale Gundy is the main 
man who can make good 
on Oklahoma's first post- 
season opportunity in 
three years. With Col- 
orado joining the Sooners 
and Nebraska among the 
“haves” in the Big Eight, 
Oklahoma's new chal- 
lenge is in striving for the 
league title rather than 
viewing it as a signpost 
along the way to bigger 
things. But once a team 
gets to the Orange Bowl, 
a national championship 
always seems to be a 
possibility. 


Quarterback 
Cale Gundy 


The Tigers led the nation 
in total defense last year, 
and with tackle Chester 
McGlockton and line- 
backers Levon Kirkland 
and Ed McDaniel leading 
the way, a second con- 
secutive Top 10 finish in 
the polls is likely. The of- 
fense could be much im- 
proved in Coach Ken Hat- 
field's second season at 
Clemson. Moreover, with 
Appalachian State, Open 
Date U. and Temple pre- 
ceding their clash with 
Georgia Tech in Death 
Valley, the Tigers have a 
national-title style of 
schedule. 


Quarterback 
DeChane Cameron 


JEFF CARUICK 


You want an experienced 
defense? The Volunteers 
have 10 returning start- 
ers on that side of the 
ball—all seniors who 
have been in on two SEC 
titles and successive 
January 1 bowl triumphs. 
The Vols have been 25-3- 
2 since the middle of the 
1988 season, and with 
Andy Kelly returning at 
quarterback, they'll rank 
among the country's best 
teams. If Tennessee could 
just get past Alabama, 
which it hasn't been able 
to do in the last five 
years, there’s no telling 
how far the Vols could go. 


Split end 


Carl Pickens 


It was a happy day in 
Houston when quarter- 
back David Klingler de- 
cided not to leap to the 
NFL. Without probation 
tying it down, Houston 
will be a solid Cotton Bowl 
contender this year. This 
team will be pointing to- 
ward its early-season 
matchup against Miami 
(Fla.)—it's just the kind 
of game John Jenkins’ 
Cougars need to win to 
gain national acclaim. 
Nine starters return to 
Houston's defense, which 
at least must slow down 
opponents so Klingler and 
friends can do their stuff. 


Linebacker 
Eric Blount 


JOHN WILLIAMSON 


The Buffaloes have be- 
come a “given,” meaning 
they now have the ca- 
pacity to contend for 
league and national hon- 
ors despite major losses 
in personnel. A key for 
Colorado is quarterback 
Darian Hagan’s ability to 
rebound from off-season 
knee surgery. With a 
healthy Hagan, the Buf- 
faloes might move up in 
the polls. For this team to 
reach its third straight 
Orange Bowl, young 
players like defensive 
tackle Marcellous Elder 
and linebacker Chad 
Brown need big years. 


Nose tackle 
Joel Steed 
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TOM DiPACE 


Pat Dye is loosening his 
grip on Auburn's offense, 
having appointed Tommy | 
Bowden as his first offen- | 
sive coordinator since 
1985. Whether that 
means the Tigers will re- 
ally open things up re- 
mains to be seen, but they 
appear to have a quarter- 
back capable of such 
things in Stan White. The 
schedule offers some 
early tests, with Auburn 
playing at Texas and 
Tennessee in September. 
Dye has taken the Tigers 
to nine consecutive 
bowls—and this will be 
No. 10. 


Noseguard 
Walter Tate 


LOUIS DeLUCA 


After watching Texas 
A&M and Arkansas divvy 
up the previous five Cot- 
ton Bowl berths, the 
Longhorns got back to 
their position on those 
Dallas sidelines that 
many Texans feel is their 
birthright. Alas, they'll 
have to earn it again in 
what appears to be the 
deepest and toughest 
Southwest Conference 
race in years. But witha | | 
defense anchored by line- 
men Shane Dronett, 
James Patton and Tommy 
Jeter, the young offense 
just needs to become av- 
erage to be successful. 


Defensive end 
Shane Dronett 


RON VESELY 


Hayden Fry's Hawkeyes 
were long shots to get to 
Pasadena last year, but 
they found the way. With 
Michigan and Illinois vis- 
iting lowa City this sea- 
son and Michigan State 
not on the schedule, lowa 
has an edge even before 
the '91 race begins. Matt 
Rodgers will have to cre- 
ate more big plays with 
the pass in the absence of 
tailbacks Nick Bell and 
Tony Stewart. Eight Rose 
Bowl starters return on 
defense for a team that 
should start quickly (vs. 
Hawaii, lowa State and 
Northern Illinois). 


Quarterback 
Matt Rodgers 


RON VESELY 


In one wire-service final 
poll last season, the 
Cornhuskers slipped all 
the way to 24th—their 
worst finish in Coach Tom 
Osborne's 18 seasons at 
the Nebraska helm. To 
get back to their custom- 
ary spot in the Top 10, the 
Huskers will have to deal 
with non-conference op- 
ponent Washington and, 
of course, league rivals 
Oklahoma and Colorado. 
On the other hand, they 
also get Utah State and 
Colorado State. Osborne 
no doubt will get another 
eight, nine or 10 victories 
out of his charges. 


Running back 
Leodis Flowers 


JON SOOHOO 


Last season, for the first 
time in Coach Larry 
Smith's four years at 
Southern California, the 
Trojans failed to qualify 
for the Rose Bowl. While 
their 8-3-1 record was 
hardly a disaster, the 
Trojans nonetheless will 
have to mount a come- 
back of sorts in '91—and 
they'll have to do it with- 
out quarterback Todd 
Marinovich, who left for 
the NFL before his junior 
year. A return to Tailback 
U., with Mazio Royster 
toting the load, could 
trumpet the Trojans’ re- 
turn to the elite. 


Linebacker 
Kurt Barber 


GLEN JOHNSON 


There is some serious re- 
building to do in College 
Station, but Coach R.C. 
Slocum appears to have 
the talent at his disposal 
to avoid a downfall. Line- 
backers Anthony Wil- 
liams and Quentin Cor- 
yatt are as good as any 
pair in the country, and 
they hope to pick up 
where they left off in the 
Sea World Holiday Bowl 
(dancing on Ty Detmer’s 
prone body in the Aggies’ 
65-14 smashing of Brig- 
ham Young). However, 
just two returning start- 
ers on offense could make 
it tough for the Aggies. 


Cornerback H 
Kevin Smith 
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Ty Detmer leaped onto 
the Heisman highway 
early last year with a 
spectacular effort in 
BYU's upset of No. 1 
Miami (Fla.), and he'll 
get the same kind of op- 
portunity this season by 
starting out against No. 1 
Florida State in the Dis- 
neyland Pigskin Classic. 
But with only four start- 
ers returning on offense 
and trips to UCLA and 
Penn State following the 
game with the Seminoles, 
the Cougars could absorb 
some pounding before 
their cushy conference 
schedule kicks in. 


Defensive back 
Tony Crutchfield 


GEORGE FREY. 


BRUCE SCHWARTZMAN 


Gene Stallings was nearly 
run out of town after the 
Crimson Tide’s 0-3 start 
last season, but his team 
rebounded with a gut- 
check—seven victories in 
its last eight regular- 
season games. The '91 
schedule (Temple, UT- 
Chattanooga, Tulane, 
Memphis State) offers 
sure victories, and if Al- 
abama can convert key 
SEC opportunities, the 
Crimson Tide could play 
on January 1 for the third 
Straight year. Linebacker 
John Sullins leads a 
tough and veteran de- 
fense. 


Running back 
Siran Stacy 


BRIAN SPURLOCK 


Unless Coach John Coo- 
per gets the Buckeyes to 
the Rose Bowl (or darned 
Close), he'll follow prede- 
cessor Earle Bruce right 
out of Columbus. Now in 
his fourth season at Ohio 
State, Cooper is fielding 
his team—and he'll have 
to answer for its success 
or failure. While colle- 
giate reform is bandied 
about, win-or-else is still 
the thing in Columbus. 
The Buckeyes have the 
talent to win, as the pres- 
ence of linebacker Steve 
Tovar, tailback Robert 
Smith and tight end Jeff 
Ellis attests. 


Fullback 
Scottie Graham 


MICHIGAN sp 


The Spartans often stum- 
ble along until about mid- 
October, when they un- 
leash a mad rush toward 
the Big Ten title. Mich- 
igan State reached the 
top last year as one of 
four Big Ten co- 
champions, but the Spar- 
tans need to zero in on 
their task in September. 
Tailback Tico Duckett is 
the primary beneficiary of 
George Perles’ smash- 
mouth style. And with a 
receiver of Courtney 
Hawkins’ quality, the 
Spartans can beat you 
with finesse, too—if they 
get good quarterbacking. 


Linebacker 
Chuck Bullough 


CHUCK RYOLEWSKI 


Jason Verduzco shed his 
little-guy complex with 
an outstanding 1990 sea- 
son, but the 5-foot-9 
quarterback must carry 
an even bigger load in '91. 
With nine starters gone 
from the Fighting Illini’s 
fine defense, the offense 
will have to keep an inex- 
perienced defense off the 
field as much as possible. 
Any team with John 
Mackovic as coach is 
certain to move the ball. 
The young defenders will 
get an early test of monu- 
mental proportions when 
the Illini play explosive 
Houston. 


Quarterback 
Jason Verduzco 


RON VESELY 
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sembled the school’s 
basketball team from the 
Ralph Sampson days— 
ever so Close, yet so far. If 
Virginia is to make noise 
in the Atlantic Coast 
Conference and nation- 
ally as well in ‘91, Coach 
George Welsh will have to 
do it with a team largely 
different from the one 
that ranked No. 1 for 
three weeks in '90. One 
thing is certain: No longer 
can any Virginia victory 
be termed an upset. Tail- 
back Terry Kirby is the 
brightest of a bright 
group of young Cavaliers. 


Defensive end 
Chris Slade 


The 1990 Cavaliers re- 
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BAYLOR Hi Ow AT C N. CAROLINA 


es rf have been building ; . € F = be Ld oo have ihe 
or 1991, and with their under Mack Brown and ap- 
strong lines, they can play pear ready to take their place 
smash-mouth with anybody. among the ACC elite. 


CALIFORNIA OREGON 


The Golden Bears’ offense is The Ducks are becoming a 
for real, but a remade defense bowl-game regular. Their 
will determine how far they tough defense places the 
can go. Rose Bowl within reach. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN MISS 


The Bulldogs are still fairly Recent wins over Florida 
young, but it's better to be State, Auburn and Alabama 
young and talented than not warn opponents not to take 
to be talented at all. the Golden Eagles lightly. 


LOUISVILLE SYRACUSE 


Howard Schnellenberger has Coach Paul Pasqualoni takes 
the Cardinals in a position over a team that will try-to 
that even an inexperienced establish itself as beast of the 
team merits attention. new Big East. 


MISSISSIPPI UCLA 
The Rebels are seeking their It's hard to believe the Bruins 


third consecutive bowl invi- LE are coming off back-to-back 
tation for the first time in 20 losing seasons, but the 


years. UCLA's Tommy Maddox streak is about to end. 


TOM DiPACE 
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HEISMAN TROPHY DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 


(Top player) — bc : % (Top quarterback} 
1. DAVID KLINGLER, QB, Houston > : ’ 1. DAVID KLINGLER, Houston 
2. TY DETMER, QB, Brigham Young \ : . , 2. TY DETMER, Brigham Young 
3. SHAWN JONES, OB, Georgia Tech 3. SHAWN JONES, Georgia Tech 
4. KEN SWILLING, S, Georgia Tech / ) 4. TOMMY MADDOX, UCLA 
5. ROBERT SMITH, RB, Ohio State 5. TONY SACCA, Penn State 
6. RUSSELL WHITE, TB, California 6. CASEY WELDON, Florida State 
7. TONY SACCA, OB, Penn State 7. SHANE MATTHEWS, Florida 
8. GLYN MILBURN, HB/KR, Stanford 8. ALEX VAN PELT, Pittsburgh 
9. TOMMY MADDOX, OB, UCLA 9. TROY KOPP, Pacific 
10. RICKY POWERS, TB, Michigan 10. DREW BLEDSOE, Washington State 


OUTLAND TROPHY BUTKUS AWARD 


(Top interior lineman) (Top linebacker ) 
1. STEVE EMTMAN, DT, Washington 1, STEVE TOVAR, Ohio State 
2. KEVIN MANCINI, OT, Florida State 2. LEVON KIRKLAND, Clemson 
3. SHANE DRONETT, DE, Texas 3. MARVIN JONES, Florida State 
4. GEORGE WILLIAMS, DT, Notre Dame 4. MARK D'ONOFRIO, Penn State 
5. GREG SKREPENAK, OT, Michigan 5, JOHN SULLINS, Alabama 
6. BOB WHITFIELD, OT, Stanford 6. CHUCK BULLOUGH, Michigan State 
7. CAL DIXON, C, Florida 7. DONALD JONES, Washington 
8. SANTANA DOTSON, DT, Baylor 8. ROBERT JONES, East Carolina 
9. CHESTER McGLOCKTON, DT, Clemson 9. ERICK ANDERSON, Michigan 


PETE GROH 


Ohio State's Steve Tovar 


10. MIRKO JURKOVIC, 0G, Notre Dame 10. DWIGHT HOLLIER, North Carolina 
LOMBARDI AWARD DOAK WALKER AWARD THORPE AWARD 
(Top lineman/linebacker } (Top junior or senior running back} (Top defensive back) 
1. STEVE TOVAR, LB, Ohio State 1. GLYN MILBURN, Stanford 1. KEN SWILLING, S, Georgia Tech 
2. STEVE EMTMAN, DT, Washington 2. TERRY KIRBY, Virginia 2. GALE CARTER, S, Tennessee 
3. KEVIN MANCINI, OT, Florida State 3. RUSSELL WHITE, California 3. TERRELL BUCKLEY, CB, Florida State 
4. LEVON KIRKLAND, LB, Clemson 4. SIRAN STACY, Alabama 4. WILL WHITE, S, Florida 
5. SHANE DRONETT, DE, Texas 5. TICO DUCKETT, Michigan State 5. KEVIN SMITH, CB, Texas A&M 
6. GEORGE WILLIAMS, DT, Notre Dame 6. MAZIO ROYSTER, Southern Cal 6. MARQUEZ POPE, S, Fresno State 
7. MARVIN JONES, LB, Florida State 7. AMP LEE, Florida State 7. MATT DARBY, S, UCLA 
8. GREG SKREPENAK, OT, Michigan 8. VAUGHN DUNBAR, Indiana 8. DARRYL WILLIAMS, S, Miami (Fla.) 
9. BOB WHITFIELD, OT, Stanford 9. STEVE McGUIRE, Miami (Fla.) 9. MARLON PRIMOUS, S, Illinois 
10. CAL DIXON, C, Florida 10. ROGER GRANT, Utah State 10. PHILLIPP! SPARKS, CB, Arizona State 
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INTRODUCING | TRACER FRON 


Tracer is the first razor with a blade that flexes. It traces every curve 
on your face, to put more blade edge against your skin. 


NATION 


Gamecocks, Arkansas, Seminoles, Penn State 
are among movers and shakers in realignment 


By DON BORST 
Tacoma News Tribune 


he old saw that “fans will need a pro- 

i gram to tell who the players are” 

could apply to a variety of teams in 

any sport in any season. But when you need 

a master list to tell which teams are in what 

conference, well, now you're talking real 
change. 

Big-time change is, in fact, upon us. And 
as universities seek affiliations that—in one 
manner or another—will benefit their pock- 
etbooks, more shuffling can be anticipated. 

Here's a primer on what's happened (so 
far): 

*The Big East Conference shares a 
name—but little else—with the basketball 
league. It will not have any conference games 
in 1991 and 1992 but insists it will crown a 
champion in those seasons—probably by 
anointing the Big East’s highest-ranked 
team in the polls. Commissioner Mike Tran- 
ghese hopes to have a round-robin schedule 
by 1993 or 1994, which will be made up of 
Miami (Fla.), Rutgers, Virginia Tech, West 
Virginia, Temple and the three football- 
playing members (Division I-A) of basket- 
ball’s Big East (Pittsburgh, Syracuse and 
Boston College). 

+ The Southeastern Conference is attempt- 
ing to sort out all of its logistical headaches 
so it can go to a two-division format in 1992. 


30 x 


In the meantime, Arkansas will stay in the 
Southwest Conference and be eligible for that 
league title this year and South Carolina will 
remain an independent for one more season. 

* The Big Ten Conference, eagerly awaiting 
Penn State's arrival in 1993, has a sharp new 
logo with an “11” worked into the words ‘Big 
Ten."’ However, the league has no clue how 
11 teams will work into a schedule. 

* Florida State is ready to join the Atlantic 
Coast Conference next year, offering its foot- 
ball reputation for some of that basketball 
revenue. The Seminoles will first be eligible 
for the ACC football crown in 1992. 

+ The Pacific- 10, Big Eight, Southwest and 
Western Athletic conferences are hanging on 
to see if they can live with the status quo. 


YOUNG BACKS 


With the National Football League siphon- 
ing off the talent, only four seniors are on our 
list of All-America running backs. That 
would mean 16 of the top backs in the nation 
heading into 1991 are due to return in 1992. 
But don’t count on that scenario. Six players 
who would have rated high on the 1991 run- 
ning back rankings left early for the NFL, as 
well as four wide receivers. 

This is a situation that continues to un- 
dergo change. Beginning next year, under- 
Classmen might be allowed to declare them- 
selves available for the draft but retain at 
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least some of their college eligibility as long 
as they don’t sign with an agent or a team. 
That probably would mean more players 
would give the pros a shot, but at least some 
of them would return to college football after 
being disappointed by their market value or 
eventual draft position. 

Then there’s the new World League of 
American Football. How that league will 
eventually affect college football remains un- 
certain. 


BID DAY 


Bowl officials have set themselves an iron- 
clad bid day that could be broken only by the 
most unscrupulous people—or so they tell 
us. 


And if that embargo for deals between 
schools and bowls is broken, then the bowl 
will be slapped with a fine of at least 
$130,000 (10 percent of a bowl’s team pay- 
ments). That's about half the original fine 
that bowl officials announced at the NCAA 
convention, but apparently it's the thought 
that counts. 


Anyway, the official bid day this season is 
November 17. That makes November 3-9 
“cheat week,” as it is traditionally known, 
with most of the deals sorted out with contin- 
gencies by November 10. Glad we got that 
schedule set. 


BOWL ROSTER SHRINKS 


They said it would happen, and sure 
enough, the free-market forces are appar- 
ently making their presence felt in the bowl 
“industry.” 

The All American Bowl is buried in Bir- 
mingham, Ala., and the Independence Bowl 
apparently got chewed up by its weed-eater 
in Shreveport, La. That leaves 17 bowl games 
on the schedule for this season. The weed- 
eaten bowl has until August to come up with 
a television contract and requisite cash to 
gain recertification. 

One of the things that made last year’s 
bowl selections so goofy was that three of the 
best 17 teams in the country were on proba- 
tion. But now Florida, Houston and Oklahoma 
are out on parole, which—with the probable 
demise of the Independence—means that 
seven fewer bowl invitations probably will be 
available for the “general public.” 

(Note: Oklahoma State and Minnesota are 
on probation. ) 


SIX ‘REAL’ WINS REQUIRED 


The NCAA has made it mandatory for 
teams to win six games against Division I-A 
opponents to qualify for a bowl invitation. For 
the record, only 40 teams in the country 
would have qualified last season under that 
standard (not including three teams on pro- 
bation), with All American Bowl participant 
North Carolina State being ineligible. 

Since the rule was adopted, 23 teams have 
been caught with their schedules down— 
meaning they will have to win six of their 10 
Division I-A games to qualify for a bowl be- 
cause they have a game against a Division I- 
AA opponent. 

Among those teams are a few that should 
manage six other triumphs easily enough: 
Florida State, Miami (Fla.), Georgia Tech, 
Auburn, Clemson and Oklahoma. 

But there also are a lot of teams that could 
be on the bubble: Colorado State, Georgia, 
Louisiana State, Louisville, North Carolina, 
North Carolina State, Rutgers, South Caro- 
lina, Stanford, Temple, Virginia and Virginia 
Tech. 

Then there’s Wake Forest, which for all in- 
tents and purposes must go at least 8-3 this 
season to reach a bowl game because it 
see Western Carolina and Appalachian 

tate. 


BART MASTERSON 


When UCLA assistant coach Rick Neu- 
heisel was a walk-on quarterback with the 
Bruins in the early 1980s, he worked his way 
up the depth chart to become a Rose Bowl 
star, but he did so in constant fear of one 
“Bart Masterson” arriving on campus to 
eliminate any chance he had of becoming the 
Starter. The presence of a guy like Bart (no, 
not Bat) would surely guard against compla- 
cency among the troops on hand. 

Masterson, a product of former UCLA of- 
fensive coordinator Homer Smith's vivid 
imagination, had more than just a few things 
going for him. 

“Bart's a tremendous physical specimen in 
every way," Smith said of his mythical figure, 
“and just a marvelous human being.” 


Continued 


Disruptive force: Clemson linebacker 
Levon Kirkland turns a game film into a 
horror film for offensive coordinators. 


Mr. Excitement: When it comes to 
supplying thrills, California's Russell 
White points the way. 


BOB ROSATO 


c 
S 
< 
5 
ir 
7c 
o 
° 
= 
E 
° 


On the mark: Brigham Young's Ty 
Detmer possesses a soft passing touch, 
enabling him to throw accurate passes. 


Signal-calling: Pacific quarterback Troy 
Kopp is one-half of a potent pass/catch 
combination. 
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Among other things, Bart divided his time 
between the U.S. Olympic Team (he was a 
sprinter and high jumper) and the New York 
Yankees (he was a strikeout pitcher and a 
slugger) —all the while becoming the dog- 
gonedest football player you ever saw. 

If Masterson were to step onto a campus 
this year, these are the types of gifts he 
would possess (each considered the finest 
trait of real-life players): 

* BIG GUN (strong arm): Tony Sacca, QB, 
Penn State. 

*SOFT TOUCH (accurate arm): Ty Det- 
mer, QB, Brigham Young. 

*SOFT HANDS (good hands): Eric Guli- 
ford, WR, Arizona State. 

* TOASTABILITY (pure speed): Augustin 
Olobia, WR, Washington State. 

*GOOD HOPS (leaping ability): Desmond 
Howard, WR, Michigan. 

HAPPY FEET (stop/start on a dime): 
Glyn Milburn, RB, Stanford. 

«SWIVEL HIPS (elusiveness): Terrell 
Buckley, PR/CB, Florida State. 

*ESCAPABILITY (scrambling): Shawn 
Jones, QB, Georgia Tech. 

*BULLISHNESS (pure strength): Greg 
Skrepenak, OT, Michigan. 

* KILLER INSTINCT (never lets up): David 
Klingler, QB, Houston. 


Fourth year: ///inois’ Marlon Primous 
(above) and Northern Illinois’ Adam 
Dach have been starters since day one. 
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BRIAN SPURLOCK 
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COIN COLLECTORS 


In the next couple of Aprils, these are the 
guys who figure to bring home the big bucks 
when NFL teams open their checkbooks after 
draft day. Whether their time comes in 1992 
or 1993 or even 1994, these are a dozen of the 
top picks who will collect some “serious 
coin” (listed alphabetically ): 

+ Dale Carter, S, Tennessee, Sr. 

¢ Shane Dronett, DE, Texas, Jr. 

* Steve Emtman, DT, Washington, Jr. 

+ Marvin Jones, LB, Florida State, Soph. 

+ Levon Kirkland, LB, Clemson, Sr. 

+ David Klingler, QB, Houston, Sr. 

* Tommy Maddox, QB, UCLA, Soph. 

+ Carl Pickens, WR, Tennessee, Jr. 

+ Greg Skrepenak, OT, Michigan, Sr. 

« Ken Swilling, S, Georgia Tech, Sr. 

« Steve Tovar, LB, Ohio State, Jr. 

« Russell White, TB, California, Jr. 


READY FOR PRIME TIME 


Before becoming big-name stars and All- 
America candidates, most players toil in ob- 
scurity for a year or so. Some are redshirted, 
others are slowed by injury and more than a 
few back up a veteran player. Stepping into 
primary roles on their teams, these athletes 
are now ready for prime time: 

1. Tre Everett, WR, Florida. 

2. Derek Brown, RB, Nebraska. 

3. Ronnie Bradford, LB, Colorado. 

4. Billy Joe Hobert, QB, Washington. 
5. Jessie Armstead, LB, Miami (Fla.). 
6. Willie McGinest, LB, Southern Cal. 
7. Victor Bailey, WR, Missouri. 

8. Roger Harper, S, Ohio State. 

9. Tyrone Ashley, RB, Mississippi. 

10. Jerome Bettis, FB, Notre Dame. 

11. Jeff Brohm, QB, Louisville. 

12. Sean Dawkins, WR, California. 


, -ootbal book 


SUDDEN IMPACT 


Generally, they arrive without fanfare as 
transfers from junior colleges or other uni- 
versities. While some have had to sit out a 
season, all are now ready to make an impact 
on their new teams (former teams in paren- 
theses): 

1. Patrick Bates, DB, Texas A&M 
(UCLA). 

2. Alec Millen, OT, Georgia (North Caro- 
lina). 

3. Bret Johnson, QB, Michigan State 
(UCLA). 

4. Brett Salisbury, QB, Oregon (Palomar 
College, Calif.). 

5. John Copeland, DE, Alabama (Hinds 
Junior College, Miss. ). 

6. Nigel Ventress, LB, Houston (Louis- 
iana State). 

7. Lonnie Palelei, NT, UNLV (Purdue). 

8. Freddie Gilbert, WR, Houston (UCLA). 

9. Mick Barsala, LB, California (Pas- 
adena, Calif., City College/Ohio State). 

10. Mark Bounds, P, Texas Tech (West 
Texas State). 


LET ME AT ’EM 


After spending a season as redshirt fresh- 
men, these guys are raring to go. In each 
case, coaches had to resist the temptation of 
using the player at some juncture of the 1990 
season. After all, these are athletes who 
could become four-year starters: 

1. Charles Levy, QB/RB, Arizona. 

2. Shane Hannah, OT, Michigan State. 

3. Reuben Brown, DL, Pittsburgh. 

4. Tony Boselli, OG, Southern California. 

5. Jamal Duff, LB, San Diego State. 


MODELS OF CONSISTENCY 


Don’t take these guys for granted, because 
they're around for only one more year. They 
have performed at a high level for three sea- 
sons and are entering their fourth year as 
starters. 

The 1991 All-Four-Year-Starters Team: 

OFFENSE 

Quarterback: Will Furrer, Virginia Tech. 

Running backs: Adam Dach, Northern Il- 
linois; Tony Sands, Kansas. 

Line: Jeb Flesch, Clemson; Mike Morris, 
Florida State; Tim Simpson, Illinois; Greg 
Skrepenak, Michigan; John Turnpaugh, Bay- 
lor. 

Tight end: Derek Brown, Notre Dame. 

Wide receivers: Robert Brooks, South 


” Carolina; Frank Hernandez, Kansas State. 


DEFENSE 

Line: Jim Gray, West Virginia; George 
Rooks, Syracuse; Stacey Satterwhite, Ok- 
lahoma State; Jon Wauford, Miami of Ohio. 

Linebackers: Erick Anderson, Michigan; 
Chico Fraley, Washington; Ed McDaniel, 
Clemson. 

Secondary: Matt Darby, UCLA; Sean 
Lumpkin, Minnesota; Marlon Primous, Il- 
linois; Ken Swilling, Georgia Tech. 


NEW GOAL POSTS 


All those field goals that have been good 
“by the width of the football” will now be no 
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KEN LEVINE/ALLSPORT 


good by the width of four footballs. 

The distance between the goal-post up- 
rights in college football this season is 20 
percent narrower (18 feet, 6 inches from 23- 
4) than it had been as rules-makers shrink 
the target in their continuing quest to take 
some of the foot out of football. Last season 
marked the fourth straight year that more 
than two-thirds of field-goal attempts were 
successful (67.7 percent, actually) in Divi- 
sion |-A football. 

While the uprights are closer together, 
matching the NFL width, the hash marks 
have not been moved toward the center of the 
field and thereby remain 53 feet, 4 inches 


Crowd-pleaser: Stanford’s do-it-all 
sensation Glyn Milburn is a delight to 
fans, a disaster te opponents. 
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OTTO GREULE/ALLSPORT 


apart (dividing the field into thirds). Accord- 
ingly, it will be more difficult to kick in college 
than in the pros, where the hash marks are 
the same width as the goal posts. 

Likely to be affected the most are the chip 
shots. In the last five years, place-kickers 
have made 94 percent of field goals at- 
tempted inside 20 yards and 87 percent in- 
side 30 yards. But with the severe angle and 
smaller “window” of success, some coaches 
expect to go for more fourth-and-short plays 
inside field-goal range, and others say the 
placement of the ball will have a greater 
bearing on their third-down calls. 


HIGHLIGHT ARTISTS 


They might not be Heisman Trophy candi- 
dates or first-team All-Americas, but they'll 
turn in some spectacular, game-winning 
plays and wind up getting their share of time 
on the late-night highlight shows: 

1. Andre Hastings, WR/KR, Georgia. 

2. Tony Smith, RB/KR, Southern Mis- 
sissippi. 

3. Beno Bryant, RB/KR, Washington. 

4. Errict Rhett, RB, Florida. 

5. Ray Buchanan, S, Louisville. 
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So what? Glen Mason's so-so success 
hasn’t tarnished the image of the 
Jayhawks’ coach. 
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FUN TO WATCH 


Fans of teams with these players probably 
don't know how good they have it. Win or 
lose, catching a game involving one of these 
standouts is sure to offer something special. 
For their explosiveness and ability to turn a 
game, check out these players: 

1. Courtney Hawkins, WR/KR, Michigan 
State. 

2. Glyn Milburn, RB/WR/KR, Stanford. 

3. Russell White, RB/KR, California. 

4. Shawn Jones, QB, Georgia Tech. 

5. Rodney Blackshear, WR, Texas Tech. 


GAME-PLAN HEADACHES 


Defenses usually must react to outstand- 
ing offensive players. But when a defensive 
player leaps off the film with his big-play 
ability, offensive coordinators must do the 
reacting. Quarterbacks have to be told where 
these disruptive forces are lurking: 

1. Ken Swilling, S, Georgia Tech. 

2. Dale Carter, S, Tennessee. 

3. Levon Kirkland, LB, Clemson. 

4. Donald Jones, LB, Washington. 

5. Marlon Primous, S, Illinois. 


DYNAMIC DUOS 


Football is not a one-man game. It isn't a 
two-man game, either, but keeping an eye on 
the complementary efforts of two teammates 
is well worth the effort. Among the standout 
tandems are: 

1. Steve Emtman, DT, and Donald Jones, 
LB, Washington. 

2. Marvin Jones, LB, and Kirk Carruthers, 
LB, Florida State. 

3. Shane Dronett, DE, and James Patton, 
DT, Texas. 

4. Levon Kirkland, LB, and Ed McDaniel, 
LB, Clemson. 

5. Anthony Marshall, S, and Derriel 
McCorvey, S, Louisiana State. 


PLAYING CATCH 


Some teams have great quarterbacks, oth- 
ers have great receivers. And some have a 
thrower/catcher combination whose deft 
timing sets them apart: 

1. Southern Methodist: Mike Romo to 
Jason Wolf. 

2. Texas Christian: Leon Clay to Stephen 
Shipley. 

3. California: Mike Pawlawski to Brian 
Treggs. 

4. Pacific: Troy Kopp to Aaron Turner. 

5. Houston: David Klingler to about a half- 
dozen targets. 


ON THE RISE 


A number of young coaches bear watch- 
ing. If they're able to sustain the positive di- 
rection of their programs, they'll become the 
next group of prominent coaches at big-time 
programs: 

1. John Jenkins, Houston. He’s in the pro- 
cess of taking the Cougars out of their tradi- 
tionally second-tier status, so his big-time 
program might unfold just where he is now. 
He rubs some folks the wrong way, but Jen- 
kins knows the game better than most and 


gets his players to perform at their best. He 
might be snatched up by the pros before too 
long. 

2. Bill Snyder, Kansas State. If a guy can 
win at Kansas State, he probably can win 
anywhere. Indeed, the Wildcats’ 5-6 record 
last season is better than a winning record at 
most places. 

3. Glen Mason, Kansas. It is remarkable 
how good his reputation is after a couple of 
$0-So seasons at Kent and some competitive 
years at Kansas. 

4. Frank Beamer, Virginia Tech. After 
building the Murray State program from the 
ground up, he has retooled a seemingly bur- 
ied program at Virginia Tech and has the 
Hokies on the rise. 

5. Terry Shea, San Jose State. A head 
coach for only a year, he has long been re- 
spected for his offensive ideas. 


UPWARDLY MOBILE 


Many assistant coaches are considered 
head coaching prospects of the highest 
order. A regional look at the touted aides: 

South: Wayne Hall, Auburn; Mark Richt, 
Florida State; Larry Lacewell, Tennessee. 

East: Ron Dickerson, Penn State; Bill Mey- 
ers and Fred von Appen, Pittsburgh. 

Midwest: Lou Tepper, Illinois; Ron Brown, 
Nebraska; Gary Darnell, Notre Dame. 

Southwest: Bob Davie and Bob Toledo, 
Texas A&M; Dick Winder, Texas Tech. 

West: Keith Gilbertson, Washington; John 
Matsko and Chris Allen, Southern California; 
Gary Barnett, Colorado. 
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FUTURE BLACK 
HEAD COACHES 


Only two of the 106 Division I-A head 
coaches are black—Stanford’s Dennis Green 
and Northwestern’s Francis Peay. That 
number should increase significantly in the 
next couple of years, with these half-dozen 
assistants being leading candidates: 

1. Ron Dickerson, Penn State. 

2. Frank Falks, Arizona State. 

3. Ron Brown, Nebraska. 

4. Willie Shaw, Stanford. 

5. Matt Simon, Washington. 

6. Bob Harrison, Georgia. 


KEEP THOSE 
RESUMES HANDY 


Coaching isn't the most secure profession, 
and the win-or-else philosophy at some uni- 
versities makes a tough situation all the 
tougher. Among those feeling the heat: 

1. John Cooper, Ohio State. He went to Co- 
lumbus saying he thought he'd have a better 
chance to win a national championship there 
than he did at Arizona State. Apparently no- 
body told him he'd get only four chances 
(and he’s 0-for-3). 

2. Larry Marmie, Arizona State. He got a 
last-minute reprieve after the 1990 season. 
Now in the fourth year of a four-year con- 
tract, he must get the Sun Devils into a bowl 
game or face losing his job. 

3. Jack Crowe, Arkansas. The Razorbacks 
can't be as bad in 1991 as they were in 1990, 
right? Crowe probably is safe at least until 
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Arkansas begins Southeastern Conference 
play in 1992, when he'll have a roster full of 
his own players. (Ray Goff of Georgia also 
has another “free year’ until production is a 
must.) 

4. Joe Krivak, Maryland. The Indepen- 
dence Bowl came along just in time last sea- 
son, but another tough schedule will make it 
difficult for the Terrapins to match their 6-5- 
1 overall record of a year ago. Any drop-off 
could mean curtains for Krivak. 

5. Also feeling a bit toasty: Mike Price, 
Washington State, and Greg Davis, Tulane. 


GAMES FOR SALE 


What they amount to are the worst match- 
ups of the season, with small-time teams 
playing major opponents for big-time bucks. 

The games offer paydays of up to $250,000 
to the little guys, helping them balance their 
budgets. For the big-time schools involved, 
it's an opportunity to buy a victory with al- 
most no risk involved. Look the other way 
when these matchups unfold: 

1. East Tennessee State at Georgia Tech. 

2. North Texas at Oklahoma. 

3. Appalachian State at Clemson. 

4. Middle Tennessee State at Florida 
State. 

5. Long Beach State at Miami (Fla.). 

6. Cornell at Stanford. 

7. Arkansas State at Louisiana State. 

8. Utah State at Oklahoma. 


Continued 


FOR HOT NATIONAL RECRUITING INFORMATION 


CALL 1-900-990-7737 & 1-900-896-2010 . 
$2.00 FIRST MINUTE, $1.00 EACH ADDITIONAL MINUTE. 


SUPERFAX 


I Wake-up with the latest recruiting information. It's in your 


10 Please FAX to me your '91-92 SUPERFAX service: 23 FAX 
I recruiting reports ( 1 in late November, 4 in December — early 
I January, 18 from mid -January until Letter- of- Intent Day. 


1 (1 ENCLOSED IS MY CHECK FOR $49.00 * ORDER BY PHONE (714) 641 - 9054 
ALL FAXES TRANSMITTED IN LATE EVENINGS 


pol ee ee ese ee ee ee eee ee ee ee ee es 


O Please send me the August 1991 pre-season issue, 
the January 1992 All-American pre-signing issue and the 
March Letter-of-Intent issue for only $59.00 which 
includes first class postage. 
0 +re-subscriber 


O new subscriber 


STATE Zip 


CEnclosed is my check for $59.00 payable to: SUPERPREP 


GUARANTEE - PROMPT REFUNDS IF DISSATISFIED ORDER BY: 
JCW PUBLISHING - ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 
2915 Redhill Avenue, G-105, Costa Mesa, CA 92626 
Subscribe NOW & get our latest issue FREE! 


PHONE 714-641-9054 
FAX 714-641-1084 


The Sporting News 1991 College Football Yearbook * 35 


A 
= 


tht a! 


9. Cal State Fullerton at Georgia. 
10. Toledo at Washington. 


FIVE TOUGHEST SCHEDULES 


Some schools obviously like a challenge. 
That, or they're masochistic. For example: 

1. Boston College. The Eagles have to be 
looking forward to some kind of Big East 
round robin arriving in 1993 or 1994. They'll 
be the screamin’ Eagles this year, facing four 
of the top five teams in the country (Mich- 
igan, Penn State, Georgia Tech and Miami, 
Fla.). 

2. Penn State. As if the Nittany Lions’ 
schedule weren't difficult enough, Penn State 
has added Georgia Tech in the Kickoff Clas- 


Better fate, perhaps: Desmond Howard and his Michigan 
teammates face Boston College, not Notre Dame, in their opener. 
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sic. As a result, Joe Paterno’s team will face 
three teams in the Top 10 and five in the Top 
20. Games at Southern California and Miami 
(Fla.) look troublesome, but no more so than 
the home contest against revenge-minded 
Notre Dame. 

3. Michigan. The Wolverines are trying a 
different approach this year after losing to 
Notre Dame to open each of the last four sea- 
sons. They start against Boston College be- 
fore playing four straight Top 25 teams 
(Notre Dame, Florida State, lowa and Mich- 
igan State). 

4. Southern Cal. The Trojans can’t avoid 
crosstown rival UCLA, traditional rival Notre 
Dame and Pacific- 10 power Washington, but 
they also have opted to play Penn State. In 
the always-tough Pac-10, the only team 
they miss is lowly Oregon State. 

5. Stanford. Four of Stanford’s first six 
games are against Top 20 teams (Washing- 
ton, Colorado, Notre Dame and Southern 
Cal). And after that, 1990 bowl teams Oregon 
and California are waiting, along with UCLA. 


POWDER -PUFF SCHEDULES 


Some schools obviously have their 
cake(walk) and eat it, too. For example: 
1. Oklahoma. The Sooners open the season 


TOM DIPACE 
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A Volunteer —for now: Former Arkansas State mentor Larry 
Lacewell is a prime candidate for another head coaching job. 


with home games against Division I-AA 
North Texas, Utah State and Virginia Tech. 
Granted, they do play Texas in Dallas as 
usual. 

2. Wake Forest. Appalachian State and 
Western Carolina are Division I-AA, and an- 
other opponent, Northwestern, should be. 

3. Texas Christian. New Mexico, Ball State 
and Oklahoma State have the Horned Frogs 
thinking bowl game. 

4. Alabama. The Crimson Tide plays in the 
SEC, but chooses its non-conference oppo- 
nents carefully, and this year’s list of Tem- 
ple, UT-Chattanooga, Tulane and Memphis 
State is especially galling. 

5. Kansas. The Jayhawks have made a 
concerted effort to fatten their victory total 
through creative scheduling, and they have 
done a nice job of that this year with Toledo, 
New Mexico State and Tulsa. 


REVERSAL OF FORTUNE 


After struggling through 1990 with losing 
records, these teams have every reason to 
expect that 1991 will bring a successful sea- 
son capped by a bowl game: 

1. UCLA. Coach Terry Donahue and quar- 
terback Tommy Maddox won't allow three 
consecutive losing seasons. 


\ 
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2. West Virginia. Last year was just a re- 
grouping season. 

3. Georgia. The Bulldogs have work to 
do—and young talent that can doit. 

4. Louisiana State. The youngsters learned 
under fire in '90. 

5. Pittsburgh. Coaches will try to blend 
selfish talent into a selfless team. 


FAST FORWARD, PLEASE 


Some teams would do well to skip right 
over 1991—the coming season could be 
downright painful—and look to brighter 
days. Included are: 

1. Cal State Fullerton. The Titans are try- 
ing to hang on until 1992, when a new sta- 
dium might save the program. 

2. Arkansas. The Razorbacks can't wait to 
turn the page from Southwest Conference to 
Southeastern Conference. 

3. Oregon State. Another new coach, an- 
other new offense. 

4. New Mexico State. They're awaiting 
basketball season in Las Cruces. 

5. Cincinnati. At least they'll have 80 play- 
ers on scholarship this year. 


LONG-TERM SOLUTIONS 


Colorado, Oregon, Indiana and Baylor are 
excellent examples of schools whose 
coaches endured a rugged start but were 
provided with the resources and security to 
get the job done. It appears that the following 
programs are geared the same way: 


1. New Mexico. Despite a 6-41 record, 
Mike Sheppard has a new three-year con- 
tract. With 10 losses by a combined 38 points 
in the last three years, the Lobos seem to bea 
break or two from turning the corner. 

2. California. Entering the 1990 season, 
Bruce Snyder had a three-year record of 12- 
18-2 at Berkeley, but he nevertheless was 
signed to a three-year contract extension. 
Once that was taken care of, he coached the 
Golden Bears to their best season (7-4-1) in 
more than a decade and their first bowl tri- 
umph in half a century. 

3. Texas Christian. Jim Wacker endured 
some rugged times that included illegal 
booster payments to players and the result- 
ing probation. Since Wacker led the deodor- 
izing campaign the Horned Frogs have been 


Prime-time player: Louisville Cardinals quarterback Jeff Brohm gets his chance to make 
headlines in the 1991 season. 
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stuck on four or five wins per year, but the 
coach has the program going in the right di- 
rection. 

4. Northwestern. We’re not going to sug- 
gest that the Wildcats are on the way up, but 
they have been competitive under Coach 
Francis Peay. It's obvious that Northwestern 
would do no better under anyone else. 

5. Maryland and Arizona State are con- 
tenders for this slot—but both probably will 
mess it up. 


BEST/WORST JOBS 


Some coaching jobs are just too good to be 
true. Five come readily to mind. 

1. Notre Dame. Nobody asks what the 
Fighting Irish can do for an encore because 
the national championship show is never 
supposed to stop. 

2. Miami (Fla.). Fans at the Orange Bowl 
have become outlandish in their expecta- 
tions. They don't even fill the place for most 
home games, but they’re ready to form a 
lynch mob if the Hurricanes don’t win 11 or 
12 games. 

3. Southern Cal. The best/worst thing 
Larry Smith could have done was win three 
consecutive league titles (expectations shot 
through the roof) while losing three straight 
games to Notre Dame. Trojan fans say Smith 
can't win the big ones. 

4. Ohio State. If John Cooper doesn't get to 
the Rose Bowl, what are they going to tell the 
new guy? “We fired Earle Bruce after he went 
81-21-1, and we fired John Cooper after he 
went (about) 26-18-2.1 guess what you'll 
need to dois cheat.” 

5. Alabama. If Gene Stallings isn't suc- 
cessful, the Crimson Tide job could become 
the only one in America that nobody wants. 
When people like Ray Perkins and Bill Curry 
get chewed up and spit out, it’s got to be even 
uglier than it looks. 


HUGE ENCOUNTERS 


With television opportunities having an in- 
creasing impact on intersectional clashes, 
virtually every week of the season offers a 
big, fat game that figures to have a direct ef- 
fect on the national championship. Here’s a 
week-by-week look at the huge encounters 
of 1991: 

Aug. 31—Penn State vs. Georgia Tech. 
Sept. 7—None. 
Sept. 14—Notre Dame at Michigan. 
Houston at Miami, Fla. (Sept. 12). 
Penn State at Southern Cal. 
Sept. 21—Michigan State at Notre Dame. 
Washington at Nebraska. 
Sept. 28—Florida State at Michigan. 
Georgia Tech at Clemson. 
5—None. 
12—Penn State at Miami (Fla.). 
Oklahoma vs. Texas (at Dallas). 
Tennessee at Florida. 
19—Colorado at Oklahoma. 
26—Southern Cal at Notre Dame. 
2—Nebraska at Colorado. 
9—Tennessee at Notre Dame. 
Washington at Southern Cal. 
16—Miami (Fla.) at Florida State. 
23—Many traditional rivalries. 
30—Oklahoma at Nebraska (Nov. 29). 
Florida State at Florida. 


Oct. 
Oct. 


Oct. 
Oct. 
Nov. 
Nov. 


Nov. 
Nov. 
Nov. 
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Phone conversation crucial as Stanford 


Y 


hooks up with prize offensive ot Whitfield 


By RICK LA PLANTE 
Peninsula Times Tribune 


ennis Green says the story has 
D been exaggerated a little, but 

not so much that it is unworthy 
of a place in Stanford football folklore. 

According to the tale, the first person 
Green called after he was hired as the 
Cardinal coach on January 3, 1989, was 
Bob Whitfield. “It’s true,” Green says, 
“except maybe for my wife.” 

Whitfield was a senior at Banning 
High School in Carson, Calif., at the 
time, and the 6-foot-7, 300-pound offen- 
sive tackle had pretty much narrowed 
his college choices to Notre Dame and 
Michigan, although he also had visited 
Miami (Fla.). At his mother’s urging, 
he had considered Stanford for a time, 
but when Jack Elway was fired and 
then-athletic director Andy Geiger took 
a month to find a replacement, Whit- 
field went ahead and scheduled AI- 
abama and Georgia for his other two 
visits. 

Then Green called. 

“The adviser at my school told me not 
to give up on Stanford until I talked to 
the new coach,” recalled Whitfield, who 
was impressed enough with Green’s 
prompt call that he canceled his trip to 
Georgia to visit Stanford instead. Whit- 
field committed to Stanford a few days 
after his visit. 

That may have been the best phone 
call Green has ever made—except for 
those to his wife, anyway—because 
Whitfield has developed into perhaps 
the finest offensive lineman in college 
football. 

“Bob Whitfield is ready to establish 
himself as the Number 1 offensive left 
tackle in the country,” said Green, who 
had served two stints as an assistant 
coach with the Cardinal in 1977-78 and 
1980 before becoming the head man two 
years ago. “God gave him the size and 
the temperament, and Bob is willing to 
do the rest. He works hard, he under- 
stands the game and, most important 
maybe, he wants people to know how 
good he is. 

“He wants to be recognized as the 
best tackle in America, and he’s willing 
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to do whatever it takes for that to hap- 
pen.” 

Stanford, which is coming off a 5-6 
record last year and has had just one 
winning season since 1980, is expected 
to contend for a bowl bid and Top 25 
ranking in 1991. Whitfield, literally and 
figuratively, is one of the biggest rea- 
sons why. 

“His protection skills, his athletic 
ability, his understanding of the game, 
for his age, are just remarkable,” Car- 
dinal offensive line coach Scott 
Schuhmann said. 

Whitfield played every down as a true 
freshman in 1989 and earned a spot on 
the All-Pacific-10 Conference second 
team. 

“When he arrived here, he was still 
only 17 years old,” Schuhmann said. 
“He was playing against guys four and 
five years older than he was, and he 
was playing well. It was incredible.” 

Last season, which included Stan- 
ford’s 36-31 upset of then-No. 1 Notre 
Dame and a narrow loss to eventual As- 
sociated Press national champion Col- 
orado (both on the road), Whitfield 
made two All-America teams and was 
the only sophomore finalist for the Out- 
land Trophy, which is awarded to the 
nation’s outstanding interior lineman. 

“He graded out in the 90th percentile 
for the season—and that was against a 
schedule that included teams like Col- 
orado and Notre Dame and Washing- 
ton,” Schuhmann said. “If he’d been a 
fourth- or a fifth-year senior, you'd 
have said he had a great season. Fora 
sophomore, it was unbelievable.” 

Pro scouts say Whitfield’s pass- 
blocking skills already are equal to 
those of most National Football League 
offensive tackles. 

“Now he wants to bring his run- 
blocking skills up to that same level,” 
Schuhmann said. “And that’s not to say 
that, for a college player, he isn’t al- 
ready a very good run-blocker.” 

Even though Whitfield won't turn 20 
until October 18, he acknowledges that 
he already is thinking about the 
NFL—and might give up his final year 
of eligibility to make himself available 
for the draft in 1992. 
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“If they're going to pay you now, you 
might as well get paid,” he said. “If you 
leave early and sign a big contract, you 
can still come back to school and get 
your degree. And you never want to 
blow a chance by staying and getting 
hurt. 

“We'll see how my season goes before 
I decide. If I don’t feel like I'm physi- 
cally ready, I'll stick around. It depends 
on whether I feel ready.” 

Whitfield, who is still growing, must 
watch his weight. He ballooned to 310 
pounds the summer before he arrived 
at Stanford but got down to 280 last 
year. He was back over 290 last spring. 

“A lot of people say, ‘What difference 
is 10 or 15 pounds if you weigh 290?’ ” 
Whitfield said, “but there’s more to it 
than football. I have to live. I have to 
buy pants—and it’s kind of hard to find 
pants when you weigh 310. Plus, I have 
size-15 feet—and the only style they 
have in size 15 is the 1930s stuff. I can’t 
wear any of the new stuff.” 

Whitfield, an economics major, is 
still growing in other ways, too. Near 
the end of his freshman year, he was 
charged with battery after punching 
another student after a beer-throwing 
incident during a fraternity party. 

“IT had to do some community ser- 
vice,” Whitfield said. “It was a good ex- 
perience because I found out I don’t 
want to doit again.” 

The incident also taught him some- 
thing about the price of fame. 

“A couple of weeks after that,” he 
said, “I went to another party and two 
guys got into it, and nothing happened 
(in terms of publicizing the incident). It 
made me realize that if you're going to 
be a public figure, then you're going to 
lose your ordinary-guy status. If you’re 
the big man on campus, somebody’s al- 
ways trying to take you down.” 

Whitfield has worked with Stanford’s 
liaison program to underprivileged 
children in the crime-ridden neighbor- 
hoods of East Palo Alto and East Menlo 
Park. He also has visited the poor in 
San Francisco. 

“I was in the same position as a kid,” 
Whitfield said. ‘‘There’s a lot of things 
that can deter you from setting good, 
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positive goals. I try to make the kids 
think: ‘I want to be like him, a football 
player, instead of a gangster or a drug 
dealer or something like that.’ 

“My older brother was into a gang for 
a while, and he’s the one who kept me 
out of it. He’s smaller than Iam, but he 
said, ‘I'm gonna kick your ass if you get 
into this.’ He could have, too. That’s the 
thing about an older brother. You can 
bench-press five thousand pounds and 
still be afraid of your older brother.” 

Whitfield laughs and smiles easily. 
An accomplished break dancer, he also 
is the self-proclaimed national cham- 
pion of the Nintendo football game 
“Temco Bowl.’”’ His teammates des- 
cribe him as “playful.” 

Cardinal linebacker Ron George re- 
calls introducing Whitfield to a girl 
friend. ‘‘She’s about 4-foot-10 and 
weighs all of 80 pounds, and Bob was 
trying to be cute and he head-butted 
her,” George said. “He knocked her 
cold, and I think she was dizzy for a 
week. Sometimes Bob just doesn’t real- 
ize how big and strong he is.” 

Whitfield, always quick with a quip, 
is a favorite of the writers who attend 
Green’s weekly media luncheons. He 
says his future plans include replacing 
Arsenio Hall as a late-night TV talk- 
show host. 

“I'm kind of the court jester of the 
team,” said Whitfield, who has been 
known to make curfew-hour calls to 
teammates during road trips “and imi- 
tate a girl and get them all riled up.” 
Nor is he above “stealing jockstraps or 
jockey shorts and hiding ‘em so you 
don’t have nothing to put on when you 
get out of the shower.” 

But his favorite pranks are reserved 
for when he catches teammates asleep. 

“I'll sprinkle hot sauce in their 
mouths or smear toothpaste on their 
foreheads, so don’t go taking no nap 
while I'm around,” he warned. 

Occasionally, Green will allow Whit- 
field a few moments of fun on the prac- 
tice field. The big guy has taken a few 
snaps at quarterback—‘I couldn’t 
throw a spiral if my life depended on 
it,” he said—and has even filled in for 
Heisman Trophy candidate Glyn Mil- 
burn on the kickoff-return team. 

“‘No one wanted to tackle him,” 
Green said, “but he finally fell down 
from exhaustion.” 

Whitfield even convinced Green to 
allow the players to wear red pants for 


Stanford’s 1989 game against archrival 
California. The Cardinal salvaged a 3-8 
season with a 24-14 victory. Green drew 
the line, however, when Whitfield sug- 
gested the players wear black shoes 
last year. 

Game day, however, is no joking 
matter to Whitfield. ‘My idea of domi- 
nating a dude is to knock him down, 
kick him in the groin and then say 
something bad about his mother,” he 
said. “When the defense starts yappin’, 
I'm ready to get it on.” 

In a game against Washington State 
during his freshman year, Whitfield ran 
down Cougars linebacker Mark Led- 
better on the sideline after an intercep- 
tion and sent him airborne with a vi- 
cious tackle that was shown nationally 
as ESPN’s “Hit of the Week.” Later that 
season, Whitfield got into a fight with 
Arizona State’s Israel Stanley and 
decked the Sun Devil linebacker witha 
solid shot to the helmet. “Before the 
punch, he was calling me chump,” 
Whitfield said after the game. “After 
the punch, he was calling me Tyson.” 

Whitfield doesn’t lack confidence. 
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Florida State 
Stanford 
Michigan 
Virginia 
Michigan State 
Washington 
Virginia Tech 
Miami (Fla.) 

6 . California 
Rob Baxley : lowa 


Court jester: Fun-loving Bob Whitfield 
doesn't joke around on the playing field. 


Asked about Milburn’s chances of win- 
ning the Heisman this year, he said: 
“Whoever we put behind the line of 
scrimmage could win the Heisman. We 
could put Coach Green back there. 
That's how strong our team is.” @ 


Comment 


Aman to build an offense around. 

Best in a league of fine centers. 

Paves the way for White and Co. 

Leads OL that leads the Hawkeyes. 

Yet another Michigan masher. 

He's now the vet on this line. 

Dynamic duo with OT Russ McCullough. 
Leads Huskies’ quest for more Roses. 
Leader of outstanding Tiger line. 
Center's quickness in tackle's body. 


Comment 

What's not to like? 

Leads Bears’ 1-2 guard punch. 
Burly front man pins opponents. 
Lives up to his name for Husker RBs. 
Has started 33 games in a row. 
Devastating lead blocker. 

Gives super backs room to operate. 


David Klingler's No. 1 bodyguard. 
Key part of nation’s top line. 


Comment 

Takes on the best and always wins. 
A Cardinal starter since day one. 
Tops this list as pure run blocker. 
Might be best pro prospect in the bunch. 
Spartan strongman mixes it up. 

A year away from being the best. 
Gem tucked away in Blacksburg. 
Hurricanes’ new leader up front. 

A big reason for Bears’ bowl surge. 
Does the job against Big Ten’s best. 
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Schoolchildren 


place Klingler 
at head of class 


By KIRK BOHLS 
Austin American-Statesman 


ven though 1990 Heisman Trophy 
= winner Ty Detmer of Brigham 

Young returns this fall, Hous- 
ton’s David Klingler already has a 
groundswell of support in his bid to win 
college football’s top individual honor. 

The backing for Klingler comes 
from, well, uh, Jack Spleen’s fourth- 
grade class in Pottsville, Pa. 

Spleen’s 26 youngsters annually 
“adopt” one college player and chart his 
progress as part of the teacher’s “Ath- 
letes Who Care” program. A year ago, 
the fourth-graders chose Detmer. 

“We were rooting for Detmer during 
the Heisman show,” Spleen said. “He's 
just a class act. The kids picked Kling- 
ler for next year (1991). He could have 
turned pro and become a millionaire, 
but he’s coming back to school. That 
made a big impression on the kids. 

“We had ‘Detmer’s Den.’ This year 
it’s ‘Klingler’s Korner.’ Maybe this is a 
good-luck omen for Klingler.” 

Luck isn’t a key factor for someone of 
Klingler’s talents. 

Houston Coach John Jenkins says 
Klingler, a hometown product, “could 
be the top quarterback to come out in 
many years. Jeff George had that 
stamp, but Klingler is a much, much 
better athlete.” 

An avid golfer who acknowledges 
shooting some astronomical scores, 
Klingler has put some fat numbers up 
on football scoreboards, too. Last year, 
he directed the Cougars to such point 
totals as 44, 51, 56, 62 (twice) and 84. 

Klingler’s personal statistics in ‘90 
were even more impressive. He broke 
or tied 33 NCAA Division I-A game or 
season records. Among other things, he 
shattered I-A marks with 54 touchdown 
passes in one season, 11 TD pitches ina 
single game, 716 yards passing in one 
game, 5,140 yards passing in one sea- 
son, an average of 474.6 yards per game 
in total offense and 5,221 yards in total 
offense for one year. 

Despite being in the spotlight, Kling- 
ler has found time to correspond with 
his young long-distance admirers. And 
he’s active in Young Life, a Christian 
outreach group. He tries to make Bible 
study every week. 

“I don’t see myself as a hero ora role 
model,” Klingler said. 

Fans in and around Houston surely 
would disagree. And so would a class of 
youngsters in faraway Pottsville. 
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PASSING 


Ty Detmer 

David Klingler . 
Tommy Maddox... 
Shane Matthews. 
Casey Weldon. 
Tony Sacca. 
Troy Kopp ... 
Andy Kelly... 
Rick Mirer..... 

. Matt Rodgers... 

. Alex Van Pelt.. 

. Drew Bledsoe.. 

. Cale Gundy.. 

. Elvis Grbac 

. Jason Palumbis .. 
. Stan White 

. Will Furrer... 

. Peter Gardere.. 

. Bobby Fuller... 

. Jason Verduzco.. 


. ALL-PURPOSE 
. Shawn Jones... 


. Mark Barsotti.. 
. Marvin Graves.... 


. Bucky Richardson... 
. DeChane Cameron.. 


. Willie McMillian .. 
._ Chris Pedersen... 
. Mickey Joseph 
. Chip Hilleary 


HL/WI. 
6-0/175 


... 6-3/210 
.. 6-4/ 185 
.. 6-3/191 
.. 6- 1/194 
.6-5/225 
.. 6-2/200 
.6-3/211 
..6-3/212 
. 6-4/205 
... 6-2/200 
.. 6-5/220 


School 


Brigham Young 
Houston 


ph. UCLA 


Florida 
Florida State 
Penn State 
Pacific 
Tennessee 
Notre Dame 
lowa 
Pittsburgh 


. Washington State 
. Oklahoma 


Michigan 
Stanford 


. Auburn 


Virginia Tech 
Texas 

South Carolina 
Illinois 


School 


Georgia Tech 
Texas Christian 
Fresno State 


. Syracuse 


Texas A&M 
Clemson 
Army 

lowa State 
Nebraska 
Kansas 


Comment 


What can you say about Mr. Heisman? 
The NFL's first draft pick in 1992? 
He'll lead the wounded Bruins back. 
Has good tools and has a good teacher. 
Could lead Seminoles to national title. 
The Lions’ best passer in a long time. 
Has emerged as a throwing machine. 
Cool, calm and collected in the clutch. 
Has evolved beyond mere potential. 

A competitor who finds a way to win. 
Former phenom needs more Pitt wins. 
Could top this list in '92 or '93. 

Gives Sooners a passing option. 

There are few things he can't do. 

He has whipped his shoulder problems. 
Arising star with all the tools. 

Big lefty leads Hokies toward a bowl. 
Survived scary knee sprain last spring. 
Yes, he can play at this level. 

He's tiny, but he can sure play. 


Comment 


What can he do for an encore? 
Overshadowed by Klingler in the SWC. 
Mostly a thrower; also wins with feet. 
He'll make the coaching change easier. 
Made his mark with big Holiday Bowl. 
Improved passer now is a double threat. 
A smooth master of the option. 
Two-way threat in Cyclones’ scheme. 
Recovered from severe leg laceration. 
Nothing fancy, but he's effective. 


NOTE: Darian Hagan of Colorado, T.J. Rubley of Tulsa and Mark Brunell of Washington (spring of '91) not 


listed due to 1990 injuries. 
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Robert Smith stiff-arms personal gain for team glory 


By TIM MAY 
Columbus Dispatch 


ure, Robert Smith turned some 
S heads with his freshman school- 

record rushing performance for 
Ohio State last season. 

Sure, he raised a few eyebrows with 
some of his candid comments, like ac- 
knowledging that the National Football 
League might be the place for him after 
his junior season, if his academic 
record is sufficient to qualify him for 
medical school later. 

“I'd never back down from anything 
I’ve said,” Smith said. “The statements 
I make are heartfelt, and most of the 
answers I give to questions are pre- 
calculated. 

“L always try to be prepared. I’m not 
just pulling things out of the air.” 

There were times last year when the 
6-foot-2, 195-pound Smith looked like he 
was running on air. He rushed for 1,064 
yards en route to Big Ten Conference 
Freshman of the Year honors. Yet 
mention that, or any of his 1990 high- 
lights, and you'll probably get either a 
frown or a blank stare from the sopho- 
more tailback. 

“There’s only one game and one play 
that I can remember to any great de- 
gree from last season,” he said, “and 
that was losing the Liberty Bowl to Air 
Force, and dropping a pass near the end 
of the game that might have kept a 
drive going.” 

The favored Buckeyes were shocked 
by the Falcons, 23-11, on a cold, wet, 
windy night in Memphis, Tenn. 

“Setting the freshman rushing 
record, believe me, that pales in com- 
parison to that loss to Air Force,” Smith 
said. “That was a complete embarrass- 
ment.” 

It’s a feeling he has experienced spar- 
ingly in an athletic career that saw him 
earn Ohio’s Mr. Football award as a 
junior and senior at Euclid High School. 
But when he speaks of his talents, don’t 
expect a helping of humble pie. 

“That would be dishonest, because 
there’s nothing wrong with having an 
awareness of your abilities,” Smith 
said. “I’ve been blessed with some tal- 
ents that are fairly obvious.” 

Thus you understand the dichotomy 
of Smith’s psyche: While he acknowl- 
edges being in touch with himself, his 
goals remain team-oriented. 

“T don’t focus much effort into im- 
pressing other people or trying to fulfill 
others’ expectations,” Smith said. “I go 
out there to try my hardest and to sat- 
isfy myself. My goals have nothing to do 
with individual achievements. ... I 
want to contribute, either by playing or 
by pushing somebody else, on a team 
that wins the Big Ten and wins the Rose 
Bowl.” 


Running on air: Robert Smith won Big Ten Freshman of the Year honors in 1990. 


BOONMAP WN 


HALFBACKS/TAILBACKS HL/WI. 


Russell White 
Tico Duckett 
Amp Lee 
Terry Kirby.. 
Butch Hadnot.. 
Robert Smith... 
Vaughn Dunbar... 
Mazio Royster. 
Rodney Culver, 


. Trevor Cobb... 
. Ronald Williams... 


. Ricky Powers.. 
. William Bell 


. Garrison Hearst... 
. Derek Brown... 


. Errict Rhett. 


. Dewell Brewer. 


. Natrone Means 


. Tony Smith 


Class 


School 


California 
Michigan State 
Florida State 
: Virginia 

. Texas 

. Ohio State 
Indiana 
Southern Cal 
Notre Dame 
Rice 

. Clemson 

. Michigan 
Georgia Tech 

. Georgia 

. Nebraska 

. Florida 
Utah State 

; Oklahoma 

. North Carolina 

Southern Miss 


NOTE: Siran Stacy of Alabama not listed due to 1990 injury. 
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FULLBACKS 


Edgar Bennett. 
Steve McGui 
Robert Strait ... 
Kenyon Rasheed.. 
Kelvin Fisher... 
Adam Dach 
Carlos Thomas 
Ralph Dawkins 
Tommy Vardell 
Peter Tuipulotu........ 


Class School 


Florida State 
Miami (Fla.) 

. Baylor 
Oklahoma 
Arizona State 
Northern Illinois 
Vanderbilt 

. Louisville 
Stanford 
Brigham Young 


Comment 


He's got all the right moves. 

Big Ten's top rusher as sophomore. 
Cranks up the volume for Seminole fans 
Bigger role with Shawn Moore gone. 
He's a “have"’ in terms of talent. 
Averaged 6.4 yards per rush as rookie. 
Overshadowed by Duckett and Smith. 
USC's second 1,000-yard sophomore. 
Former fullback to carry the mail. 
Leader in the Owls’ recovery program. 
Best of Tigers’ fine sophomore runners. 
One reason Jon Vaughn left early. 
Rings ‘em up for the Yellow Jackets. 
Took SEC by storm as freshman. 

New main man in slingshot offense. 
The SEC's top returning rusher. 

The Big West's little big man. 

Sooner depth keeps him fighting for job. 
Averaged 117 yards as a starter. 

More than a kick/punt returner. 


Comment 

Could play five or six positions. 
Scores a lot and never fumbles. 
Could be best pure runner at fullback. 
Shares job with Mike McKinley. 
Runs, blocks, catches well. 

The Huskies’ star bowling ball. 

A key in wishbone-to-l-bone change. 
ner show '90 was no fluke. 
“TD” Tommy earns his nickname. 
Cougars put good hands to good use. 
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Wildcats’ Smith 
‘plays’ with past, 
present greats 


By BLAIR KERKHOFF 
Kansas City Star 


ntering his senior year at Kan- 
[2 sas State, wide receiver Mi- 

chael Smith already has a leg up 
on his peers around the country. While 
some collegians dream of playing in the 
National Football League, Smith has 
been starring there for years. 

Or so he feels. Thanks to the wonder 
of modern technology, Smith just pops 
a tape into his VCR and he’s ready to 
“play.’’ Some days he’s Jerry Rice, 
John Taylor or Andre Reed. If he’s feel- 
ing nostalgic, Smith is Don Maynard, 
Charley Taylor or Fred Biletnikoff. 

“T pretend I’m playing in those 
games, against those defenses,” Smith 
said of his videotape fantasies. “I won- 
der if I could have been successful.” 

Smith, a former walk-on, is an un- 
qualified success on his level. With 1,689 
receiving yards, he ranks 13th on the 
Big Eight Conference career chart. If 
he matches his 1990 output of 796 yards 
this season, he’ll end his career as the 
league’s second-leading receiver. 

Smith emerged as a sophomore, his 
first year on scholarship, by leading the 
Big Eight with 70 catches. No longer a 
secret weapon, Smith dropped to 46 re- 
ceptions last season, but his cohorts 
picked up the slack and the group 
helped spark the Wildcats to a 5-6 
record, their best since 1982. 

“Tran into a lot of combination cover- 
age I didn’t see the year before,” Smith 
explained. “After the type of year I had 
(as a sophomore), I expected that.” 

Few had expected the smallish Smith 
(5-foot-9, 160 pounds) to play major col- 
lege football. But his high school coach 
in New Orleans, former NFL receiver 
Dan Abramowicz, served as inspiration 
because he had succeeded in the pros 
despite being labeled too slow. 

It also was Abramowicz who sparked 
Smith’s interest in the game’s history. 

“I look at those old films, like the 
games in the 1960s, and think I would 
never have made it then,” Smith said. 
“The game looks so much tougher on 
receivers. They were getting chucked 
all the way downfield. 

“And I can watch films of a Jerry 
Rice or an Andre Reed all day. It’s un- 
believable what they can do. I can re- 
ally appreciate their talent.” 

Even if his talents are not fully appre- 
ciated by pro scouts, Smith won't be de- 
stroyed. As long as he has his videos, 
he’ll always be playing in the NFL. @ 


42 * 


OOO OY OLIGO NSP 


=i 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Patrick Rowe 

Carl Pickens 
Courtney Hawkins. 
Desmond Howard .. 
Lamar Thomas 
Rodney Blackshear 
Michael Smith... 
Todd Kinchen. 
Brian Treggs.. 


. Stephen Shipl 


. Phillip Bobo... 

. John Brown Ill 

. Aaron Turner 

. Frank Wycheck . 
. Andre Hastings.. 
. Verlond Brown... 


. Olanda Truitt 
. Terry Smith... 


SOCAN SU GOTO =k 


. Bryan Rowley 
. Eric Guliford 


. TIGHT ENDS 


Kelly Blackwell 
Derek Brown 
Clarence Williams.. 
Jeff Ellis 

Todd Harrison... 
John Henry Mills 
Mark Chmura.... 
Jeff Thomason.. 
Russ Campbell... 
Bryce Burnett 


HL/Wt. 


wee 6- 1/223 
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San Diego State 
Tennessee 
Michigan State 
Michigan 
Miami (Fla.) 
Texas Tech 
Kansas State 
Louisiana State 
California 
Texas Christian 


. Washington State 


Houston 
Pacific 


. Maryland 
. Georgia 


Houston 
Pittsburgh 
Penn State 
Utah 

Arizona State 


School 

Texas Christian 
Notre Dame 
Washington State 
Ohio State 

N.C. State 
Wake Forest 
Boston College 
Oregon 

Kansas State 
San Jose State 


Comment 


Has no apparent weaknesses. 

Latest Vol speedster might be the best. 
He'll get the ball every which way. 
Leaping ability compensates for height. 
Hurricanes’ newest potential superstar. 
Stretches field like few others. 

The best of a fine group of 'Cats. 

When healthy, can dominate a game. 
Catches all the clutch passes. 


Somehow, he always seems to get open. 


Growing up quickly with QB Bledsoe. 
Should be the Cougars’ main man. 
Runs under ‘em when Kopp airs it out. 
Gets room to roam as H-back. 

Figure him to top this list in 92. 

Plenty of catches to split with J. Brown. 
A burner with hands, moves to match. 
One of the best ever in Happy Valley. 
Great deep threat. 

Nobody has better hands. 


Comment 


Helps make TCU’s receiving corps No. 1. 


Could be a first-round draft pick. 
Don't try to cover him with an LB. 
The total package when healthy, trim. 
Good target who blocks like a guard. 
Peerless on special teams, too. 

Rangy target has good hands. 

Key to the Ducks’ passing attack. 
Finds the seam, makes the catch. 

A big-play performer. 


JOHN WILLIAMSON 


Fresno State’s Pope a holy terror — on field, that is 


By JIM BOHANNON 
Visalia Times - Delta 


n the football field, Fresno State 
re) free safety Marquez Pope is one 
of “The Bad Boys.” 

That's the nickname the Bulldogs’ de- 
fensive secondary has pinned on itself. 

“Our defensive backs play one-on-one 
coverage most of the time,” said Pope, 
a 5-foot-10, 175-pound senior. “To keep 
proving yourself on every play like that, 
you have to have some bad cookies.” 

Off the field, Pope’s image is far from 
that of a “Bad Boy.” 

“He looks like a choirboy. You 
wouldn’t even know he’s a football 
player,” said Willy Robinson, Fresno 
State’s defensive secondary coach. 
“He’s very well-built, but he wears 
baggy clothes. You could never really 
tell his true size.” 

Pope credits his parents for sending 
him in the right direction during his 
formative years in Moreno Valley, 
Calif. It was the kind of guidance that 
spawned Pope’s desire to lecture to 
Fresno-area school and church groups. 

“T tell the kids how to stay focused in 
religion and avoid drug abuse or prob- 
lems like that,” said Pope, a member of 
the Fellowship of Christian Athletes. “I 
just tell them to keep the faith. A lot of 
people loseit.... 

“Telling kids about that makes me 
feel good. Makes me stay humble. It 
also helps keep my priorities straight. I 
want my own priorities in line before I 
give somebody else advice.” 

Pope said the speaking engagements 
help his game. 

“That motivates me because I feel 
like I work hard in doing the right 
things to better myself,” he said. 

Pope has twice won All-Big West Con- 
ference honors and was voted the 
league’s 1990 co-Defensive Player of the 
Year. ‘“He’s a big-hit guy. He’s an im- 
pact player,” Robinson said. 

Pope has been a part of two Califor- 
nia Raisin Bowl title teams. Last year, 
the Bulldogs finished in a tie for second 
in the Big West, missing a bow] berth. 

“T want to go out in style,” Pope said 
of the 1991 season. “I would like our 
team to clinch another league champi- 
onship and get another Cal Bow! win. I 
want an undefeated season.” 

If Fresno State were to have such a 
banner year, it surely would increase 
Pope’s chances of being a high-round 
pick in the National Football League 
draft. He hopes for a pro career. 

“T would like to say it like this,’ Pope 
began. ‘Playing pro ball is a dream for 
all athletes. The thing about it is, the 
only way to get there is by hard work 
and hard dedication.” 

Not exactly spoken like a “Bad 
Boy.” @ 
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Ona mission: Marquez Pope hopes to propel Fresno State to the Big West title. 


CONONEONM 3 


. Darren Perry... 
. Greg Davis...... 
. Robert O'Neal.. 
. Eric Castle... 
. Sean Lum 

. Brent Huff... 


. CORNERBACKS 
. Kevin Smith 
. Terrell Buckley 
. Phillippi Sparks... 
. Troy Vincent... 
. Leonard Hump 
. Jerry Parks 

. Willie Clay... 
. Paul Wallace... 
. Muhammad Oli 
. Mike Clark 
. Deon Figures... 
. Chauncey Godwi 
. Selwyn Jones 
. Daryle Smith... 
. Corey Barlow 


SAFETIES 

Ken Swilling 
Dale Carter.. 
Will White... 
Matt Darby.. 
Marquez Pope. 
Darryl Williams... 
Marlon Primous.. 
Lance Gunn 
Greg Thomas .. 


Ht./ WI. 
6-3/236 
...6-2/ 182 
.-.6- 1/198 


6-0/175 
5- 11/178 
5-11/ 189 


Georgia Tech 
Tennessee 
Florida 
UCLA 

Fresno State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Illinois 
Texas 
Colorado 
Penn State 
Notre Dame 
Clemson 
Oregon 
Minnesota 
Oregon State 


Texas A&M 
Florida State 
Arizona State 
Wisconsin 
Penn State 
Houston 
Georgia Tech 
Wyoming 
Oregon 
Oklahoma State 
Colorado 
Mississippi 
Colorado State 
Oregon 
Auburn 


Comment 


Everything a safety should be. 

Pound for pound, nation's best player? 
Does it all, especially in big games. 
Can really lay the lumber on people. 
Covers like a CB, hits like an LB. 
Hurricanes’ QB on defense. 

IIlini's enforcer in the backfield. 

Led ambush of Houston offense. 

A fierce hitter who blocks kicks. 

One of the Lions’ best defenders. 

Must become leader of Irish secondary. 
Anchors young Tiger secondary. 

An outstanding center fielder. 

Gives ballcarriers lumps. 

A bright spot in Corvallis. 


Comment 


NFL scouts love this guy. 

Changes direction like nobody else. 
No. 1in league full of good CBs. 

This Badger is the Big Ten’s best. 

Was great in Blockbuster Bowl. 
Ex-free safety back at natural post. 
Key member of premier secondary. 
Shines in a league that tests its CBs. 
Fine cover guy who's also a decathlete. 
A big hitter on the corner. 

Has a knack for getting to ball. 
Unaffected by shoulder surgery. 

Good combination of height and speed. 
Intercepted Ty Detmer thrice in ‘90. 
Rolls up and smacks opponents. 
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Extra year offers 
large Williams 
chance to grow 


By BILL BILINSK! 
South Bend Tribune 


uring his years at Notre Dame, 
D All-America nose tackle Chris 

Zorich cast an imposing 
shadow, one that was big enough to put 
gifted teammate George Williams in 
the background. But escaping Zorich’s 
shadow wasn’t Williams’ goal when he 
applied for a fifth year of eligibility in 
1991. The 6-foot-3, 298-pound senior de- 
fensive tackle just had a hunch he 
wasn’t done growing—so to speak. 

“T don’t feel it’s time to get out of 
Chris’ shadow, or anything like that,” 
Williams said. “He was a great player. I 
learned a lot from him just by watching 
him play every day. He’s one of the 
greatest people I’ve ever been around. 
You just look at his work ethic and you 
say, ‘If he can do it, I can do it.’ I just 
look at this (extra year) as an opportu- 
nity to get better.” 

Williams, a native of Willingboro, 
N.J., was already a pretty good defen- 
sive tackle by the end of his sophomore 
year. He had totaled 44 tackles for 
Notre Dame’s 1988 national champion- 
ship team. But when Williams took his 
football success too seriously, his 
grades dipped below an acceptable 
level. He was declared academically in- 
eligible for his junior season in ’89. He 
has regrouped in class and will receive 
his degree in May. But regrouping on 
the field after his forced sabbatical 
proved to be a much tougher task. 

“T learned against Michigan (1990 
season opener) I was dead tired by the 
third series,” he said. “I had some good 
plays and some bad ones. I didn’t keep 
my weight down, and that affected 
me.” 

By the end of the season, Williams 
had returned to form, recording 31 
tackles while posting an outstanding ef- 
fort in the Orange Bowl. When the sea- 
son was finished, there were a few 
agents waiting for him. They told him 
what he was worth in the pro ranks, and 
he told them he could afford to wait. 

“The decision (to return) was really 
easy,” Williams said. “I had made up 
my mind the year I was out that it 
would be an asset to me to return, both 
physically and mentally. I knew, per- 
sonally, I wasn’t ready. 

“I want to win the Outland Trophy. I 
want to be the best player I can be. I 
want to be the best player I can be on 
the field and the best person I can be off 
the field.” @ 
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TACKLES/NOSEMEN 


Steve Emtman (T) 
James Patton (T).. 
Chester McGlockto’ 
Robert Stewart (NG) 
Joel Steed (NT) 

George Williams (T) . 
Jeff Zgonina (NG) 
Santana Dotson (T).. 
Marcus Woods (NT). 

. Marc Boutte (T).... 

. Tommy Jeter (T)... 

. Walter Tate (NG) .. 

. Larry Webster (T).... 

. Chris Hutchinson (T) ... 
. Stacey Satterwhite (T). 
. George Rooks (T) 
. Gilbert Brown (T).. 
. Rob Bodine (NT)... 
. Brad Culpepper (T)... 
. Joey Couch (NG) 


HtL/Wt. Class 


School 
Washington 
Texas 
Clemson 
Alabama 
Colorado 
Notre Dame 
Purdue 
Baylor 
Oregon 
Louisiana State 
Texas 
Auburn 
Maryland 
Michigan 
Oklahoma State 
Syracuse 
Kansas 
Clemson 
Florida 
Kentucky 


Comment 


Foes still trying to find flaws. 

Big man on Burnt Orange tag team. 
One reason they call it Death Valley. 
Where tough Tide defense begins. 
Eliminates opponents’ inside attack. 
Key to either 4-3 or 3-4 Irish defense. 
Big Ten’s most unblockable player. 
Good decision not to leave for NFL. 
This guy's ready to join the elite. 

Has added strength to his quickness. 
Joins Patton, Dronett on No. 1 line. 
Has ability to dominate the inside. 
Definition of a tough inside guy. 
Sheds blocks, tackles ball. 

Has the tools, but needs consistency. 
Leads defense with NG Kevin Mitchell. 
A fast riser in the Big Eight. 

Holds down middle to let others roam. 
Offensive coaches know all about him. 
Hangs in there and gets job done. 


NOTE: Shane Collins of Arizona State and Thomas Williams of Wyoming not included due to 1990 injuries. 


HL/ WI. 
6-6/258 


ENDS 


Shane Dronett 
Keith Hamilton... 
Bill Johnson... 
Chris Slade... 
Alonzo Spellman 
Mike Chalenski .. 
Roosevelt Collins 
Rusty Medearis.. 
Jon Wauford 
Matt LaBounty 


Class 
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School 


Texas 
Pittsburgh 
Michigan State 
Virginia 

Ohio State 
UCLA 

Texas Christian 


ph. Miami (Fla.) 
S 


Miami of Ohio 
Oregon 


Comment 


Destined to become a Longhorn great. 
Sometime-star sometimes disappears. 
A man offensive linemen hate to face. 
Spends his time in foes’ backfields. 
Has first-player-drafted potential. 
Makes the difference in Bruin defense. 
Solid as a rock, and hits like one. 


The 'Canes just keep churning them out. 


This guy belongs at the other Miami. 
Becoming a complete player. 
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Foes know facing FSU’s Jones is no day in the shade 


By DAVID H. CARROLL 
Free-lance writer 


Bobby Bowden saw Marvin 
Jones, the bright-eyed 10-year- 
old got his attention. 

Bowden was sitting in Jones’ living 
room in Miami, recruiting older 
brother Fred Jones, a linebacker who 
would go on to star at Florida State 
from 1983 through ’86. 

“IT remember being at their house and 
seeing this little ol’ boy peering out 
from behind the corner,” Bowden re- 
called. “He just sat there watching and 
listening. Then he came right up to me 
and said, ‘Coach, I want to play, I want 
to play.’ ” 

Eight years later, Jones got his 
chance to play at Florida State. He ar- 
rived in Tallahassee eager to please, 
and when he was asked to run a “gas- 
ser,” or wind sprint, at the end of the 
first day of preseason practice in the 
summer of 1990, he took off in the sti- 
fling 100-degree Florida heat. The ambi- 
tious freshman, thinking it was a one- 
time sprint, raced up and down the field 
at full tilt in 25 seconds. Then the 
coaches yelled, “Again.” Once more, 
Jones ran quickly, finishing in 30 sec- 
onds. The coaches told Jones that he 
wasn’t through. By the fourth gasser, 
Jones was running on empty. 

“I got real, real sick,” he said. ast 
aga eteeeea he pray Seminole hit man: Marvin Jones set a school record for tackles by a freshman last year. 
side linebackers coach Wally Burnham = — - 
kidded him about not needing any of his | INERACKERS 
linebackers hiding under the shade a 
tree. The other players heard the re- 


T he first time Florida State Coach 


SCOTT HALLERAN/ALLSPORT 


BAN ie = Ah 


Pot cal s es 


Fs Bear 9) ae 


mark and roared with laughter. They Rk. INSIDE ./Wt. Class School Comment 
began calling Jones “Shade Tree.” 1. Steve Tovar... Ohio State Rare combination of size and speed. 
Jones was not amused. 2. John Sullin: Alabama Leading edge of defensive Tidal wave. 
“I told them, ‘You're all laughing 3. Mark D'Ono' i Penn State Another great one at Linebacker U. 
but tt mT bh 4. Marvin Jones . Florida State Blew ‘em away asa freshman. 
ay Dee Prete Seen peo oes e 5. Dwight Hollier North Carolina Punishes those who carry the ball. 
said. They’ll be calling this place 6. Robert Jones East Carolina Pro scouts know where Greenville is. 
Marvinville before you know it.’ ” 4 Gey anal 5 Michigan State i perfect J eilesssivie lie backsr: 
io fi : indivati . Chris Wilson.. jahoma ‘airs with effective Joe Bowden. 

If his first resem “~ ~~ indication, 9. Chico Fraley.. Washington All he does is make big plays. 
Jones might deliver on his prediction. . Ed McDaniel. Clemson Mr. Inside in duo with Kirkland. 
Last fall, he became a starter in the . Quentin Coryatt. Texas A&M Can't run away from him. 
Seminoles’ third game and played with . Erick Anderson.. : ae Hes catalan hit dict 

: A : ae ; . Auburn joams the field as well as anyone. 
a poise that belied his ‘age (8). He fin i ote . Florida Call him when you need a turnover. 
ished the season as the Seminoles’ top . David Hoffmann. . Washington A ringleader of James’ gang. 
tackler with 133 stops, the most ever by . Anthony Williams. 6 . Texas A&M Half of Aggies’ dynamite duo. 
a Florida State freshman. . Demetrius DuBose. i - Notre Dame Takes over primary stopper role. 

Possessing all the physical attributes | jf AMminy BAW a SA tna 
that coaches look for in a linebacker— . Kirk Carruthers 6-2/212 Sr. Florida State Divides the field with M. Jones. 


4.5-second speed in the 40-yard dash, a NOTE: James Clifford of Washington not included due to 1990 injury. 
38-inch vertical jump and 220 pounds OUTSIDE HL/WI. Class School Comment 


packed on a 6-foot-2 frame—Jones has Levon Kirkland . Clemson Mr. Outside in duo with McDaniel. 
an especially bright future. Donald Jones B= . Washington The best speed rusher in the land. 

“Marvin has everything it takes,” Marco Coleman.. ae . Georgia Tech Unheralded key to fine defense. 
Bowden said. “He’s got those intangi- a ret ‘ Soe elliot rae Priary ator 

oe ravis Hill. ebraska akes center stage in Lincoln. 

bles—speed, natural ability, natural Phillip Kent Mississippi Underrated Rebel led SEC in sacks. 
impact. That’s something that’s not Darrin Smit Miami (Fla.) Blitzes and drops back equally well. 
taught. He’s got a great desire to get to 


Ron George Stanford Air Force transfer flies to OB. 
the ball; he doesn’t cut his motor off. Anthony Curl.. Texas Hogties ballcarriers. 
And he’s only going to get better.” 


i] 
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Eric Gash North Carolina A force to be feared. 
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Getting his kicks: /ason Hanson, also a punter, has kicked two 58-yard field goals. 
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KICKERS 


Jason Hanson 
Carlos Huerta... 

Roman Anderson. 
Jason Elam 
Kenny Stucker . 
Craig Hentrich 
Gregg McCallum... 
Clint Gwaltney . 

Pedro Suarez... 

Jim Von Wy! 


PUNTERS 


Jason Hanson 
Klaus Wilmsmeyer. 
Scott McAlister... . 6-3/217 
Dan Eichloff ..6- 1/215 
Tommy Thompson 5- 10/ 180 
Brian Reddell . 6-2/195 
.. 6-0/ 190 
.. 6- 1/232 


HL/ WI. 


6- 1/168 
.6-2/202 


Todd Rawsthorne 
Trent Thompson... .. 6-0/190 
David Lawrence 6-4/227 


ALL-PURPOSE/RETURN MEN Ht./Wt. 
Glyn Milburn 
Beno Bryant. 
Tony James .. 


Tyrone Hughes... 
Dwayne Owens... 
Hunkie Cooper 
Curtis Conway . 
Tyrone Ashley. 


Class School 


. Kansas 
. Oregon 


Comment 


Washington State 17 of 26 FGA, 80 points. 
Miami (Fla.) 17 of 21 FGA, 101 points. 
Houston 19 of 25 FGA, 115 points. 
Hawaii 20 of 22 FGA ( 1908) '90 redshirt. 
Ball State 15 of 19 FGA, 66 points. 
Notre Dame 16 of 20 FGA, 89 points. 
Oregon 15 of 18 FGA, 81 points. 
North Carolina 21 of 27 FGA, 85 points. 
Louisiana State 15 of 17 FGA, 59 points. 
Auburn 17 of 22 FGA, 78 points. 


School Comment 


Washington State 45.4-yard average, 59 punts. 
Louisville 43-yard average, 48 punts. 
North Carolina 43.5-yard average, 79 punts. 
42.3-yard average, 39 punts. 
40.6-yard average, 62 punts. 
Oklahoma 41.6-yard average, 45 punts. 
Brigham Young 43.3-yard average, 42 punts. 
Western Michigan 42.9-yard average, 35 punts. 
Temple 42.7-yard average, 42 punts. 
Vanderbilt 41-yard average, 21 punts. 
School 


Comment 
Stanford 
Washington Supreme punt returner turns to RB. 
Mississippi State Give him half a step and he’s gone. 
Hawaii Rainbows’ returner deluxe. 
Penn State Back as Lions’ big-play man. 
Nebraska Areal dynamo in the open field. 
Hae State Fine returner will shine as option HB. 
Deadly anywhere on the field. 


. UNLV 
Soph. Southern California Return man also might be No. 1QB. 


Mississippi With Baldwin in the pros, it's his turn. 
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When he touches ball, hold your breath. 


GEORGE FREY 


ALL-AMERICA 
RANKINGS 


Hanson’s skills 
give Cougars 
a big leg up 


By DON BORST 
Tacoma News Tribune 


hen sizing up the task at hand 
W as he prepares for a long field- 

goal attempt, Washington 
State’s Jason Hanson says he feels as if 
he can blast the ball 50 or 60 yards. 

“My reasoning,” he said, “is that peo- 
ple are thinking, ‘Oh, he won’t make 
this. It’s too far.’ ” 

Wrong. 

Entering his senior season, the Cou- 
gars’ Hanson has made an NCAA- 
record 67 percent of his attempts from 
50 or more yards, thereby giving on- 
lookers every reason to believe he will 
nail yet another three-point missile. 

“But there’s no pressure on those 
long ones,”’ emphasized Hanson, who 
has converted on 14 of 21 tries from 50 
yards and beyond. “It's those 35-yarders 
on the hash mark that get you.” 

They don’t get him very often. A sen- 
ior out of Spokane, Wash., he has made 
53 of 74 field-goal attempts overall in his 
career (72 percent), and he is closing in 
on other NCAA records for long- 
distance kicking. 

He needs two more long ones to tie 
the record for most 50-yard field goals 
in a career (16, set from 1975 through 
1978 by Tony Franklin of Texas A&M). 
And he needs two more semi-long ones 
to equal the career record for most 40- 
yarders (31, set by Russell Erxleben of 
Texas, also 1975-1978). 

“One of the exciting things is that 
when we cross midfield, I know that 
Coach (Mike) Price will be thinking 
about hitting a field goal from 59 or 60 
yards,” he said. “He’ll give me a shot, 
and if I miss, he’ll give me another shot 
the next time.” 

For good reason, too. Hanson has 
twice converted from 58 yards. 

Hanson's job is about to become 
tougher, though. NCAA rules-makers 
have decided beginning this season to 
use National Football League-width 
goal posts (18 feet, 6 inches, compared 
with the NCAA’s former distance of 23- 
4). 

Hanson’s foot seems to warm to any 
task, however. Last year, as a junior, 
he took on the added duties of punting— 
and wound up No. 3 in Division I-A sta- 
tistics with a 45.4 average. 

“T came here as a punter first,” he ex- 
plained, “but they needed a kicker 
more.” 

As it turned out, Washington State 
got both. 


TOM LEMMING’S 
PREP FOOTBALL REPORT 


The Ultimate in Recruiting Information 


When you receive Tom Lemming’s For 11 years, Tom Lemming has been 
Prep Football Report, you receive: the leading prep football recruiting 
forecaster in the country. 


@ Complete profiles of the 
top 1500 high school players 2 @ Our recruiting guides are 


used extensively by the country’s 
A post-season All ' major football powers 
America team chosen by j ' 
the nation’s college coaches ieee © @ Our first 3 issues containing 
: ., Ayes extensive profiles on the nation’s 
An ee list of the top e SS .: top 1500 players will be mailed 
stars’ 5 official visits ee before the prep season begins 
(available in January) 


@ Photos of all the top stars 


Our football recruiting wrap-up, 
: — @ First-class mailing for all 5 issues 


including the top 60 college 
recruiting classes plus the collegiate 
choices of the nation’s top 

600 players 


@ The extra 3 Hot News Issues will give 
recruiting buffs all the up-to-the-minute 
recruiting information they desire. 


Post season all-Area teams from 
every section of the country, filled with @ Now in our eleventh year 
the all-stars senior year stats & pictures 


“Tt is the most efficient, dependable and informative publication, not only for the college coaches, but also for the 


public.” 
-— TIM CASSIDY 


Texas A’M Recruiting Coordinator 


“Tt is as accurate as this kind of service can be. I wouldn’t think of going into a recruiting year without it.” 
— BOB PITTARD 
Georgia Recruiting Coordinator 
“The Prep Football Report is the most informative and accurate recruiting publication in the country.” 
- VINNY CERRATO 


San Francisco 49ers Scout & Former Notre Dame Recruiting Coordinator 


“If your interest is recruiting, then your first stop should be the Prep Football Report.” 
- RONNIE COTTRELL 


Florida State Recruiting Coordinator 


*An optional feature for this season will be our three ‘HOT OFF THE PRESS” Recruiting Newsletters. They will be mailed in October, Nov- 
ember and December. They will contain UP-TO-DATE Commitments, Leanings, Rumors, and ALL THE LATEST in Recruiting Gossip. 


—__._ Yes, I would like to__-. RENEW____ ENTER PLEASE PRINT 
my subscription to Tom Lemming’s Prep 
Football Report. ($40) NAME 


____*I’m also ordering the three Hot News issues ($10) ADDRESS 


My check for (Please circle) $40 $50 is enclosed. CITY/STATE/ZIP 


If you have already ordered your subscription, please Make check or money order payable to: 


disregard this mailing. TOM LEMMING 
1104 East Point Drive 
Schaumburg, IL 60193 
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cost 


By JERRY CROWE 
Los Angeles Times 


California tailback Mazio Royster 

last season, even though he 
rushed for 1,168 yards to join Charles 
White and Anthony Davis as the only 
Trojan sophomores to eclipse the 1,000- 
yard rushing barrier. 

Instead, the 1990 USC season proba- 
bly will be best remembered as the one 
in which quarterback Todd Marinovich 
fell out of favor with the Trojans and 
the Trojans fell out of favor with Mari- 
novich. Ultimately, Marinovich gave up 
his final two years of collegiate eligibil- 
ity to make himself available for the 
1991 National Football League draft. 
But at one time, it appeared Royster 
would be the one leaving USC prema- 
turely. 

Now USC is pinning its offensive 
hopes on Royster, whose picture ap- 
pears on the Trojans’ pocket schedule, 
schedule poster and spring media guide 
cover. But until about a year and a half 
ago, it seemed more likely that the jun- 
ior tailback’s likeness would end up ona 
dart board in USC Coach Larry Smith's 
office. 

“T’m lucky to be here,” Royster said 
last spring. 


I ittle fanfare surrounded Southern 
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He’s not the only one 

surprised that he has endured. 

As the Trojans savored a victory 

over Michigan in the 1990 Rose Bowl 

and plotted a possible return to Pas- 

adena, Calif., last winter, the 6-foot-l, 

195-pound Royster was not prominent 
in the plans of the coaching staff. 

A petulant reserve, he was perceived 
by his coaches to be immature and self- 
destructive, hellbent on pushing his el- 
ders to the limits of their patience as he 
continually arrived late or failed to 
show at all for meetings, practices, tu- 
toring sessions and whatever else he 
had been assigned. 

Only a few months earlier, in the 
summer of 1989, Smith had confronted 
the tardy tailback during a meeting in 
the coach’s office and strongly sug- 
gested that Royster and the Trojans go 
their separate ways. 

“We don’t want you here,” Royster 
recalled Smith telling him that day. 
“We can have your transfer papers 
ready today.” 

Stung as much by Smith’s brutal hon- 
esty as by the coach telling him this in 
front of an audience that included an 
assistant coach and an academic coun- 
selor, Royster broke down and cried, 
vowing to change. But Royster still con- 
tinued his self-destructive behavior. 

While Marinovich led a memorable 
91-yard, game-winning drive against 
Washington State at Pullman, Wash., in 
the fourth game of the 1989 season, 
Royster sat home in Los Angeles, 
watching on television. 
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The previous 
week, he had missed a 
practice while trying to reclaim his 
impounded car, which had stalled ona 
freeway while a brother was using it 
and then wouldn’t start after Royster 
was dropped off to pick it up. As a con- 
sequence, Royster was suspended and 
didn’t play again that season. 

By Royster’s recollection, he then 
was told by his former position coach, 
Clarence Shelmon, who now is an assis- 
tant coach with the Los Angeles Rams: 
“You will never play here. I'll play a 
lineman before I play you.” 

Shelmon told him this on several oc- 
casions, Royster said. 

Two former teammates, Aaron Em- 
anuel and Leroy Holt, told him much 
the same thing. “You'll be out of here,” 
they said. 

Even after an attitude adjustment 
and a strong 1990 spring practice put 
him back in the good graces of his 
coaches, Royster didn’t figure to play 
much last season. Senior Ricky Ervins, 
who had run for 1,395 yards and was the 
most valuable player in the Rose Bowl 
the previous season, ranked No. 1 on 
the depth chart. Junior Scott Lock- 
wood, who had started five 1988 games 
before missing all but a few minutes of 
the 1989 season with a thumb injury, 
was slated No. 2. That made Royster 
the third man on the tailback totem 
pole. 

When the 1990 season opened, Roy- 
ster found himself toiling on the USC 
bench. He carried the ball once in the 
Trojans’ first three games. 

Then he got a break. 

Lockwood started at fullback against 
Ohio State in USC’s fourth game. Er- 
vins again started at tailback, but he 


sprained an ankle against the Buck- 
eyes. As it turned out, Lockwood be- 
came the regular fullback for the re- 
mainder of the year and Ervins was out 
for all but one token appearance late in 
the season. That created an opportunity 
for a no-longer-sullen Royster. 

Royster replaced Ervins late in the 
third quarter of the Ohio State game 
and ran for 50 yards on his first carry. 
He finished with 70 yards on seven car- 
ries. Royster said later that it seemed 
as if everybody else on the field was 
moving in slow motion as he raced past 
them. 

Still, he was apprehensive before his 
first collegiate start the next week 
against Washington State. But Shel- 
mon, no longer a disbeliever, pulled 
him aside before the game and told him 
the coaching staff expected him to gain 
150 to 200 yards. 

Royster delivered, running for 203 
yards and scoring three touchdowns in 
a debut that was superior to those regis- 
tered by USC’s four Heisman Trophy- 
winning tailbacks—Mike Garrett, O.J. 
Simpson, White and Marcus Allen. 

“Everything flowed the way I 
thought it would—a little easier, actu- 
ally,” Royster told reporters afterward. 

It continued that way. 

In nine games as a starter, Royster 
averaged 122.2 yards rushing per game, 
gaining more than 100 yards six times. 
He closed the season by running for 125 
yards against Michigan State in the 
John Hancock Bowl, joining Michigan’s 
Jon Vaughn as the only runners to gain 
more than 100 yards against the Spar- 
tans’ rugged defense. 

Noting Royster’s smooth, effortless 
running style, USC’s sports information 
staff started calling him “Rolls” Roy- 
ster. Now Royster hopes people start 
pronouncing his given first name cor- 
rectly: It’s MAYS-ee-o, not MAHS-ee-o, 
and it’s a variation of the name Maceo. 
Royster was named after Maceo Park- 
er, a Saxophonist who played in James 
Brown’s backup band. And like Parker, 
now a nightclub headliner as a solo art- 
ist, Royster has emerged from behinda 
giant’s shadow. 

With no experienced quarterback to 
replace Marinovich in 1991, the offen- 
sive spotlight swings back to the USC 
tailback position, a spot that boasts 
great history and tradition. Smith has 
no doubts that Royster can carry the 
load. 

“T don’t think it’s any secret,” Smith 
said. “It’s real simple: We’re going to be 
a running football team.” More often 
than not, it will be Royster carrying the 
ball. 

While he questioned Royster’s matu- 
rity and willingness to fit into a team 
concept in the past, Smith said he never 
doubted his ability. 

“Tt wasn’t me giving up,” Smith said 
of the day he told Royster that he 
should consider transferring. “I just 
felt that he had to make the choice 
whether he wanted to be here or not. If 
he wasn’t committed to being here, he 


Repentant runner: Mazio Royster has 
mended his recalcitrant ways and become 
areal Trojan horse at tailback. 


would have left.” 

A nephew of Jerry Royster, a former 
major league baseball player, and son 
of Stanley Royster, a former All- 
America long jumper at California, 
Royster said he never seriously consid- 
ered leaving USC. 


STEPHEN DUNN/ALLSPORT 


“T felt there was nowhere for me to 
go,” he said. “I wasn’t a highly re- 
cruited guy, and if I did go somewhere 
else, I'd be starting from zero again. 
And if I did go somewhere else, it 
wouldn’t compare to USC. I'd rather 
say I sat the bench at USC than at Cal or 
San Diego State.” 

With hopes of playing for the Trojans, 
Royster enrolled at Bishop Amat High 
School in La Puente, Calif., which has 
produced such Trojans as Pat Haden, 
J.K. McKay, John Jackson, Randy Tan- 
ner and Stephon Pace, a second-year 
starter in USC’s secondary this season. 

After a junior season that included 
707 yards rushing while being used 
mainly as a blocker for Eric Bieniemy, 
an All-America tailback last season at 
Colorado, Royster caught the eye of 
Smith and his staff during his senior 
season, when he ran for 1,704 yards and 
18 touchdowns. 

Royster made recruiting trips to San 
Diego State, California and Washing- 
ton, seriously considering a scholarship 
offer from the Huskies. But it had al- 
ways been his dream to play at USC, so 
he signed with the Trojans. 

His dream, though, almost turned 
into a nightmare. Asa true freshman in 
1988 he brooded about being redshirted, 
wondered why he had to attend meet- 
ings if he wasn’t going to play and en- 
dured arthroscopic surgery on his left 
knee to remove torn cartilage. His atti- 
tude was no better a year later. 

“T was really immature,” he said of 
his first two years at USC. “I pushed 
people to the limit. I pushed my position 
coach, everyone around me to the limit. 
Coach Smith had to explode on me.” 

When he did for the umpteenth time, 
Royster made a decision. At the urging 
of his parents, who convinced him that 
he was squandering a once-in-a- 
lifetime opportunity, he brought a new 
attitude to spring practice in 1990. 

“T was tired of giving them reasons 
not to play me,” Royster said of his 
coaches. “I decided that if they weren’t 
going to play me, it would only be be- 
cause I wasn’t good enough.” 

As he showed last season, that simply 
wasn’t the case. Hf 


UNDEREXPOSED 


Brooks Barta, LB, Kansas State 
Jeff Bender, QB, Central Michigan 
Kevin Brothen, C, Vanderbilt 

Ray Buchanan, S, Louisville 
Heshimu Colar, S, San Jose State 
Paul Hutchins, OT, West. Mich. 
Carlson Leomiti, 0G, San Diego St. 
Mark Ross, NG, Bowling Green 
Kelly Sims, CB, Cincinnati 
Jon Wauford, DE, Miami (0.) 
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PEEKING OUT FROM THE SHADOWS 


Like Southern Cal's Mazio Royster, many players around the country are worthy of 
national recognition but, as yet, remain stars on more of a regional level, if they’re fa- 
mous at all. Such players fall into three general classifications: underexposed (they don’t 
get the exposure they deserve), underappreciated (they are relatively well known in 
some cases, but don’t get the national credit they deserve) and underrated (they're bet- 
ter than you think). Following are lists of the top 10 players in each classification: 


UNDERAPPRECIATED 


Leon Clay, QB, Texas Christian 
Peter Gardere, QB, Texas 

Robert Jones, LB, East Carolina 
Phillip Kent, LB, Mississippi 
Sean Lumpkin, S, Minnesota 
Muhammad Oliver, CB, Oregon 
Tim Paulk, LB, Florida 

Mazio Royster, TB, Southern Cal 
Michael Smith, WR, Kansas State 
Terry Smith, WR, Penn State 


UNDERRATED 


Greg Biekert, LB, Colorado 

Joe Bowden, LB, Oklahoma 
Howard Dinkins, LB, Florida State 
Jim Gray, DT, West Virginia 
Robin Jones, DE, Baylor 

Anthony Marshall, S, LSU 

Mike Pawlawski, QB, California 
Rob Perez, QB, Air Force 

Kevin Turner, FB, Alabama 
Darren Woodson, LB, Arizona St. 
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hatlonal Championship 


The Louisville Cardinals have one goal in mind, 
and a rousing 90 season proved it’s within reach 


By RICK BOZICH 
Louisville Courier - Journal 


man searching for the pulse of 
A the college football champion- 

ship picture a year ago tossed a 
number of names of schools at ESPN 
analyst Beano Cook, a sharp and vocal 
observer of the national scene. 

“Notre Dame? Michigan? Florida 
State? Colorado? Southern Cal?” the 
man asked, with Cook answering affir- 
matively each time. 

“How about Louisville?” said the in- 
quisitor. 

Silence on the other end of the line. 

“That's Louisville, sir?” 

Finally, Cook cackled. 

“Louisville winning the national 
championship would be like the gover- 
nor of Montana being elected presi- 
dent,” Cook said. “A Martian will be 
elected mayor of Dublin before that 
happens. I think if Louisville ever fin- 
ished in the Top 10, Howard Schnel- 
lenberger deserves the Coach of the 
Year award, no questions asked.” 

Cook's disbelief notwithstanding, it 
might be wise to start scanning the 
Irish skies for signs of alien spaceships. 
It’s still a bit premature to sound the 
air-raid sirens, but if last season was 
any indication, it’s time to make sure 
they are in working order. 

Final score from the 1991 Fiesta 
Bowl: Louisville 24, Alabama 7. Final 
check of the videotapes from the 1990 
season: Finishing 10-1-1, Louisville suf- 
fered only a season-opening tie against 
San Jose State and a loss at Southern 
Mississippi. Final look at the national 
rankings: The Cardinals sat No. 12 in 
the United Press International poll and 
14th in the rankings compiled by The 
Sporting News, Associated Press and 
CNN/USA Today. In a season when 
Denny Crum’s Louisville basketball 
team won only 14 of 30 games, this 
urban university of 22,000 showed foot- 
ball highlights all winter. 

“T never really understood what a 
‘quantum leap’ meant until now,” 
Schnellenberger said. ‘The Fiesta Bow] 
put our program ahead two or three 
years. The Fiesta Bow! win proved that 
we can, in fact, compete with any team 
in America and have a legitimate 
chance to win. 

“This will change the way we're per- 
ceived by high school prospects, TV, 
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coaches, fans and potential fans. Louis- 
ville football will never, never be the 
same.” 

Granted, Schnellenberger (nick- 
named “Howard Hyperbole’’) possesses 
an uncontrollable penchant for over- 
statement, but Louisville has the right 
to wallow in the limelight of perhaps 
the institution’s biggest football win 
ever. Now it appears the rest of the na- 
tion is beginning to take notice. 

Dazzled by the Cardinals’ 458-yard 
passing attack in the Fiesta Bowl, 
ESPN called and asked Louisville to 
move a 1991 early-season game with 
Tennessee to Thursday night, giving 
Louisville its first-ever regular-season 
appearance on national television. 
Plus, games against Ohio State and 
Florida State this fall ensure that the 
Cards will not slip from the national 
consciousness. 

Finally, the Cardinals are playing a 
national big boy in front of a big nation- 
al TV audience. Now Louisville wishes 
it could play before big audiences at 
home, too. The average attendance at 
Louisville’s six home games did climb 
to 36,189. That may not impress any- 
body in South Bend, Ann Arbor or 
Knoxville, but understand that the fig- 
ure is nearly 700 more than the official 
capacity of 35,500 at Cardinal Stadium. 

Besides, why dwell on the negative 
when Louisville is on a roll? Heck, Ken- 
tucky Gov. Wallace Wilkinson invited 
Schnellenberger’s team to visit the 
state Capitol in Frankfort after its big 
season. In addition, talk of a new sta- 
dium, possibly with a dome, was re- 
vived less than a year after it had been 
dismissed as unnecessary and outra- 
geously expensive. But the biggest indi- 
cation of a gridiron revival in Louisville 
is the team’s 24-9-1 record the last three 
years after Schnellenberger’s first 
three Cardinal teams went 8-24-1. 

“Now people won't talk anymore 
about how they thought Louisville only 
played basketball,” senior cornerback 
William Blackford said. “We gained a 
lot of respect (against Alabama).” 

Until Schnellenberger and his pipes, 
national championship ring and gravel- 
road voice arrived, the story of Louis- 
ville football had been the story of indi- 
viduals, not teams. Johnny Unitas, Mr. 
Quarterback himself, played with the 
Cardinals from 1951 through ’54. 

What most football fans don’t know, 
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or remember, is that Louisville also is 
the school that gave the National Foot- 
ball League Lenny Lyles, Joe Jacoby, 
Eddie Johnson, Frank Minnifield, 
Dwayne Woodruff, Mark Clayton, Otis 
Wilson, Ernest Givins and Bruce Arm- 
strong. , 

There are a number of Super Bowl 
and Pro Bowl appearances in that col- 
lection of names. But there simply is 
not much in the way of college bowl 
game appearances. 

In fact, until the recent Fiesta Bowl 
season, Louisville had not appeared ina 
bow! game since 1977 (Independence), 
hadn't cracked the AP Top 20 since the 
final poll of the 1972 season and hadn't 
flashed before network regional TV 
cameras since 1980. The record showed 
three minor bowl appearances in 71 
seasons. 

But nobody was really worrying 
about that in Louisville, where drib- 
bling was the passion. Crum’s teams 
won national championships in 1980 and 
1986, marking a decade in which no 
school made more trips to the NCAA 
Final Four than Louisville’s four. The 
Cardinals play in a city where a charity 
basketball game between members of 
the '80 and '86 championship teams 
drew more than 15,000 people in June 
1990. 

Football? Football was the crater 
where the athletic department dumped 
all the money that Crum’s basketball 
program generated. 

Even before Schnellenberger ar- 
rived, though, the Cardinals’ football 
program had its chances to take flight, 
most notably under Lee Corso. 

In four years at Louisville (1969-72), 
Corso compiled a decent 28-11-3 mark. 
But he bolted north for Indiana when he 
was convinced the Cardinals would 
never become another classic indepen- 
dent like Pittsburgh or Notre Dame. 
Corso was followed by T.W. Alley, 
Vince Gibson and Bob Weber, but only 
ennui followed the Louisville program. 

By 1984, a number of voices argued 
that Louisville should accept its posi- 
tion as a basketball factory, shift the 
football program to Division I-AA, com- 
pete with state rivals Eastern Ken- 


Continued 


Winds of change: Lowisville football is on 
the rise after years of anonymity. 
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combination that we use.” 

But even with improvements, grass 
still wears with use. As a result, college 
officials may be hesitant to schedule 
non-football events at their stadiums. 

“Now you have to consider extracur- 
ricular activities on a case-to-case basis 
and ask if it will hurt the grass,” Rice 
said. ‘“‘We’ve had summer band camps 
and other band competitions that used 
the stadium.” 
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Ohio State faced the same problem. 
Besides varsity football, Ohio Stadium 
also was the site for intramural soft- 
ball, varsity soccer, field hockey and 
other events. Those events had to be 
moved because the grass can’t sustain 
extensive use. 

That’s one of the reasons why other 
schools haven't jumped on the grass 
bandwagon. Another is weather. 
Among the 10 Division I-A conferences, 
grass outnumbers turf in the stadiums 
of the Southeastern, Atlantic Coast, Big 
West, Western Athletic and Mid- 
American conferences. Aside from the 
Mid-American, most of those leagues 
enjoy relatively mild weather condi- 
tions throughout the football season, 
which makes for easier maintenance. 

Half of the Pacific-10 stadiums are 
grass, and more might be if not for the 
rainy climate at the four schools in the 


Back to grass: Following the lead of recent Big Ten converts lowa and Ohio State, Michigan is 


Northwest. But the rest of the confer- 
ences favor turf, due partly to poor 
weather conditions. Even with its re- 
cent converts, the Big Ten still has a 
turf flavor with six of the 10 schools 
boasting a fake surface. The gap will 
close to 6-5 when Penn State begins Big 
Ten competition in a few years. Turf 
also tops grass, 5-3, in the newly formed 
Big East football conference, while sta- 
diums in the Big Eight and Southwest 
conferences are unanimously artificial. 

Meanwhile, the injury debate goes 
on. According to Randy Dick, assistant 
director of sports sciences for the 
NCAA, Statistics gathered over the last 
decade are inconclusive as to which 
surface is safer. 

“Nobody’s been able to distinguish 
the type of surface as to the rate of in- 
jury,” said Dick, whose department 
gathers information on injuries. The re- 


Man with the plan: Louisville was on the 
brink of de-emphasizing football until 
Coach Howard Schnellenberger arrived. 


tucky and Western Kentucky and save 
money. 

“We were Division I in name only,” 
Louisville Athletic Director Bill Olsen 
said. “Other coaches were using us asa 
springboard to other things because 
they realized there wasn’t a full com- 
mitment.” 

Fate intercepted the “drop football” 
debate when Schnellenberger found 
himself looking for a job. After resur- 
recting a dying program at Miami 
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(Fla.) and winning a national ¢ sampi- 
onship in 1983, his fifth season Aith the 
Hurricanes, Schnellenberger left for 
the long-term security of being coach 
and general manager of the Miami 
franchise in the United States Football 
League. “Long term” turned out to be 
less than six months. The franchise 
never played one snap in Miami before 
eventually moving to Orlando, Fla. 
Schnellenberger pulled out and ulti- 
mately sat out the 1984 campaign. 

“My redshirt year,’ said Schnel- 
lenberger, a longtime college and pro 
assistant who also had been head coach 
of the Baltimore Colts for just over one 
season in the early 1970s. “Tougher 
than going 2-9. I thought it was finally 
the great reward for 20 years of hard 
work.” 

As the coach sat, some imaginative 
minds percolated at Louisville. Didn’t 
Schnellenberger play his high school 
football at nearby Flaget High School 
(no longer in existence) with Paul 
Hornung? Didn't the coach’s mother 
still live in Louisville? Hadn't the coach 
played his college football for Bear 
Bryant at Kentucky? And, at Miami, 
hadn’t he shown a penchant for reviv- 
ing a program about to be swept be- 
neath the goal posts? 

The connections were too obvious. 
People thought he’d never come to 
Louisville. Schnellenberger had al- 
ready turned down a chance to coach at 
Kentucky, his beloved alma mater. 
Why would a guy who'd won a national 
championship come to a place that had 
played in one bowl game since 1971? 
Wouldn't he wait until something 
opened at Alabama, Notre Dame or 
Ohio State? If nothing opened there, 
surely the NFL would call. 

Olsen ignored the skeptics, put to- 
gether a high-powered group of charm- 
ers led by former Kentucky Gov. John 
Y. Brown and tried to sell Schnel- 
lenberger on The Miracle. Make that 
The Miracle, Part II; Part I was getting 
Schnellenberger to accept the job. 

“T frankly didn’t think Bill could pull 
it off,’ said Malcolm Chancey, a promi- 
nent Louisville bank president who has 
become one of Schnellenberger'’s clos- 
est friends. “If he couldn't pull it off, I 
would have been in favor of dropping 
football.” 

Olsen pulled it off. On December 1, 
1984, at a press conference that seemed 
more like an inauguration than a stan- 
dard college football transaction, the 
man arrived in his hometown talking 
about chasing the ghosts of college foot- 
ball past and becoming the first coach 
in the history of the game to win a na- 
tional championship at two different 
schools. 

Quickly, the trademark Schnel- 
lenberger quote became something the 
school routinely printed on future 
schedules: “Our program is on a colli- 
sion course with the national champi- 
onship. The only variable is time.” 

Time out for giggles, Howard. The 
only thing your program collided with 
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for the first three years was credibility. 

There was defensive coordinator 
Tom Olivadotti coming with Schnel- 
lenberger from Miami and then jump- 
ing to a job with the Cleveland Browns 
after watching only a few miserable 
Louisville game films. 

There was replacement defensive co- 
ordinator Bill Trout waiting for some 
recruits at the football office one after- 
noon and discovering that the entrance 
area was littered with droppings from 
the nearby North American Livestock 
Show. “I really wonder if that happens 
at, like, Auburn or Alabama,” Trout 
said. 

There were 32 players grumbling, 
groaning and leaving the team before 
the middle of the 1985 season, Schnel- 
lenberger’s first, when their bodies and 
spirits revolted at the coach's relentless 
approach to wind sprints, contact and 
limited water on the practice field. 

“Late at night you'd hear people’s 
suitcases clicking, their cars going out 
of the parking lot, and the next morning 
you'd get up to see who was gone,” said 
former quarterback Jay Gruden, a 
rookie during that long, lonely summer. 

“They said, ‘Coach, I just don’t like 
football anymore,’ ”’ Schnellenberger 
recalled. ‘“‘Most didn’t say anything. 
They just slunk away in the dead of the 
night.” 

There was certainly more, and we 
haven't even gone to the game films 
from Schnellenberger’s first three 
years at Louisville. In his first season, 
11 opponents averaged 503 yards and 39 
points per game against a coach who 
had learned the game from Bryant, 
Don Shula, George Allen and assorted 
other legends, a coach who was making 
close to $400,000 and talking about na- 
tional championships. 

“I was a son of a bitch,” Schnel- 
lenberger said. “Here this bigger-than- 
life coach comes in, suddenly he’s the 
highest-paid coach—which is 4,000 per- 
cent wrong—and everybody thought 
we'd wave a magic wand. We didn't. 
The rumblings came back.” 

And the assistant coaches went back 
out on the recruiting trail. In 1986 Louis- 
ville found itself beaten by Rutgers, 41- 
0. In 1987 the heartburn mounted during 
a 65-6 home loss to Southern Mis- 
sissippi. 

As Louisville lost, Schnellenberger 
started collecting players Notre Dame, 
Michigan and Alabama wouldn't waste 
postage on. That didn't bother Schnel- 
lenberger. 

“There are two types of kids out 
there: givers and takers,"’ Schnel- 
lenberger said. “Takers sign with a 
Notre Dame and say, ‘Look at me, I 
must be something special.’ They take 
the name of the school and don’t give 
anything back. I’ve got 95 givers who 
want to makea difference.” 

Off the field, Louisville was expand- 
ing its weight room, constructing two 
state-of-the-art practice fields and re- 
decorating a magnificent reception 
area to entertain boosters and recruits. 


Before Schnellenberger arrived the 
football budget was about $1.5 million, 
so the school increased the total by 
about $700,000 his first year and another 
$680,000 the second. 

Nobody noticed the difference—on 
the field—until 1988. That Louisville 
team won eight of 11 games, but a soft 
schedule and the team’s lack of name 
recognition kept an unhappy Schnel- 
lenberger home at bowl time. A year 
later Louisville slipped to 6-5. And when 
the 1990 season started with a 10-10 tie 
at San Jose State that saw the Spartans 
twice bungle a short game-winning 
field-goal attempt on the last play of the 
game, the skeptics howled anew. 

They did not howl for long, Louisville 
ran it up during a 68-0 win against Mur- 
ray State a week later. A 9-7 victory at 
West Virginia in the Cardinals’ fourth 
game Started turning heads across the 
nation, and they entered the bow! pic- 
ture when they won at Pittsburgh, 27- 
20. 

The winning continued, and Louis- 
ville appeared to be headed for the All 
American Bowl in Birmingham, Ala., 
when Arizona voters rejected a paid 
state holiday for Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. That ignited a political chain 
reaction that convinced Virginia to 
dump the Fiesta Bow! for the Sugar 
Bowl, leaving the Fiesta folks in 
Tempe, Ariz., scrambling for a big- 
name team. What they got was Louis- 
ville, a team with a small-time reputa- 
tion but a big-name coach. 

Louisville, which saw its chance to 
crash the New Year’s Day lineup and 
earn $2.5 million, did not disappoint, 
scoring 25 points in the first quarter en 
route to the thrashing of a confused, 
embarrassed Alabama team. 

Despite the Cardinals’ school-record 
10 victories and strong Fiesta Bowl per- 
formance, they haven’t convinced ev- 
eryone that they’re for real. Detractors 
mention a weak 1990 schedule. They 
also cite a public relations problem 
with Cardinal Stadium, which is basi- 
cally an old, unimpressive baseball sta- 
dium that seats about half the capacity 
of most major college facilities. The 
schedule is improving, but it lacks the 
week-to-week glamour of a big-time 
program. And talk of a new stadium is 
just that—talk. Yet the Cardinals con- 
tinue to take steps forward, hoping to 
capitalize on the team’s 1990 success. 

Recruiting coordinator Randy Whitt 
worked his portable phone relentlessly 
throughout the Fiesta Bowl telecast, 
calling prospects and telling them 
which plays were being called before 
they unfolded on the screen. Whitt and 
the rest of the Cardinal staff's work 
seems to have paid off. Marty Lowe, a 
quarterback from Chattanooga, Tenn., 
who was voted Mr. Football in Ten- 
nessee, signed with the Cards, and the 
school’s 20-member class has represen- 
tatives from Texas, Florida, Illinois, 
Indiana, Georgia, Missouri, Ohio and 
Washington, D.C. 

But within the state of Kentucky, 


Cards in the NFL: A mong Louisville's pro greats are quarterback Johnny Unitas (center) 
and (upper left, clockwise) receiver Ernest Givins, defensive back Lenny Lyles, linebackers 
Tom Jackson and Doug Buffone, offensive tackle Joe Jacoby and linebacker Otis Wilson. 


Coach Bill Curry’s Kentucky Wildcats 
beat Louisville as badly as Louisville 
beat Alabama in the Fiesta Bowl. 

“We took a licking,” Whitt said. “It’s 
hard to put a finger on one thing, but it 
might have been facilities.” 

Said Schnellenberger: “If they made 
a decision based on facilities, it was a 
decision made for the wrong reasons. 
We lost players in Kentucky we wanted 
to get, and in Florida and in Chicago. 
You don't worry about the kids you lost. 


You wish them Godspeed. It’s hard on 
the staff, hard on the head coach, but 
you don’t ever look back.” 

The licking is not as substantial as 
the one Louisville will take in the loss of 
its solid senior class. But Schnel- 
lenberger has heard the howl of skep- 
tics many, many times before. He be- 
lieves it is not his assignment to listen. 
It is his assignment to dream. 

“If you don’t dream,” he said, “‘it 
won't happen.” @ 
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By JIM RUSSELL 
Indianapolis News 


n any given Saturday in the fall, 
re) the action on a college football 

field is hot and heavy. But in re- 
cent years, the surface of that field has 
become a topic of great debate. 

The debate began after many col- 
leges across the country ditched their 
grass for artificial turf during the late 
1960s and early '70s. For a while, it ap- 
peared as if the lawn mower would give 
way to the sweeper at every college sta- 
dium. But a new trend has developed. 
Battles on ersatz surfaces may become 
a thing of the past as several colleges 
are ripping up their artificial rugs and 
returning to honest-to-goodness grass. 

Iowa made the switch in 1989. Florida 
and Ohio State traded their bogus stuff 
for real stuff in 1990. This season, grass 
stains will reappear on the home uni- 
forms of Alabama and Michigan play- 
ers. With those recent switches, grass 
surfaces now outnumber turf fields, 55- 
51, among all NCAA Division I-A sta- 
diums. 

So what gives with this turf-for-grass 
exchange? Artificial turf, specifically 
AstroTurf, was the wave of the future 
in college football stadiums, but rugs 
now appear to be on the way out. 

“There were many, many factors,” 
explained Jeff Long, the assistant ath- 
letic director at Michigan. Long over- 


saw the conversion last spring that 
brought grass back to 64-year-old 
Michigan Stadium after a 22-season hi- 
atus. 

“Our coaches believe in the long run 
that the physical pounding is less on 
grass,” Long said. “The studies are in- 
conclusive about injuries on grass ver- 
sus turf, so maybe it’s psychological. 
But the coaches here feel like the play- 
ers’ legs recover quicker on grass than 
they do on turf. 

“It was time to replace the turf any- 
way, and some of the other schools in 
the league (Big Ten) had switched to 
grass. We were going to be playing 
more and more on grass on the road. 
And in recruiting, schools were using 
the fact that we played on artificial turf 
against us.” 

Ah yes, college football’s magic 
word—recruiting. Schools will stop at 
nothing to gain an edge, and if that 
means building an indoor practice facil- 
ity or replacing artificial turf with 
grass, the school is likely to do it. But to 
say that gaining a recruiting edge is the 
only reason for making a surface 
switch that costs in the neighborhood of 
$1 million is probably a bit cynical. In 
the area of talent procurement, though, 
every edge counts. 

“The kids love grass,’ Ohio State 
Coach John Cooper said. “I think they 
base their decision on what kind of field 
they're going to play on. It definitely 


plays a partin recruiting.” 

Cooper was at Ohio State two seasons 
when it came time to replace the worn 
carpet in Ohio Stadium. After coaching 
Arizona State on the lush pasture of Sun 
Devil Stadium in Tempe, he had pushed 
for the conversion to grass. 

“Jim Jones (Ohio State’s director of 
athletics) asked my opinion,” Cooper 
said, “and I was very happy to give it. 
I've always favored grass. You can de- 
bate the safety of turf versus artificial 
all you want, but I’ve always felt that 
grass was safer. And I do know from 
the eight years I was at Tulsa, where 
we practiced every day on turf, that 
natural grass takes a lot less out of your 
legs. I don’t think there’s any doubt 
about it. 

“As a coach using artificial turf, you 
have to understand that players’ legs 
are going to get more tired and won't 
recover as fast when they're playing on 
artificial because it’s so hard.” 

Ohio State played only three of its 12 
games on turf in 1990 and practiced 
every day on grass, except when in- 
clement weather forced the Buckeyes 
to their indoor facility. One season back 
on grass didn’t diminish Cooper’s en- 
thusiasm for the real stuff, despite a 7- 
4-1 campaign that had the Buckeye 
faithful less than thrilled. 

“We had only one serious injury last 
year,” he said, “and in my mind, we 
didn’t have as many of the nagging inju- 


Greener pastures lie ahead for college football 
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ries because the kids were able to get 
healed up.” 

Larry Bruner, Iowa’s associate ath- 
letic director with responsibility for 
football, heartily seconds Cooper’s sen- 
timents. 

“So far it has panned out for us,” 
Bruner said of the switch to grass at 
Kinnick Stadium after 17 seasons on 
turf. “We haven't had the injuries like 
we had before. 

“If you talk to players, there’s no 
doubt in their minds they’d rather play 
on grass—especially if they’ve been 
hurt. Kids who have had knee injuries 
complain about their legs aching after 
they’ve played a game on turf.” 

Bruner likes grass from a purely aes- 
thetic side as well. 

“There’s just something about grass 
that makes it look like a football sta- 
dium,” he said. ‘We love how the sta- 
dium looks with grass.” 

Grass fields are expensive to main- 
tain, though. After spending close to $1 
million to install its grass, Iowa figures 
to spend about $50,000 annually to main- 
tain it. In contrast, lowa had receiveda 
low bid of $728,000 for a new artificial 
surface, with annual cleaning and re- 
striping costs averaging $500, before 
opting for grass. 

“You have to work with natural grass 
a lot more than with turf,” said Bobby 
Rice, director of athletic facilities at 
Alabama. 


Rice has spent the past year prepar- 
ing Bryant-Denny Stadium for the re- 
turn to grass after 21 years of turf. The 
Crimson Tide will play three home 
games there this season and three 
“home” games on the turf of Legion 
Fieldin Birmingham. 

Rice doesn't know how much Al- 
abama’s grass field will cost to main- 
tain yearly, but he figures it will be 
more expensive to service then the 
Tide’s old artificial surface. 

“With the artificial turf, we painted 
the end zones and yard lines once a 
year,” Rice said. ‘With the grass, it will 
be once a week. And it’s going to take 
one man on our stadium crew just to 
cut the grass. That’s all he’s going to do. 
I anticipate that we'll have to add 
staff.” 

Unlike the Kentucky bluegrass fields 
of the Midwest, Bryant-Denny will have 
Bermuda grass. Bermuda dies after a 
heavy frost. That usually doesn’t come 
until mid-November in Alabama, but an 
early frost will turn the grass from a 
rich green color to a sickly brown. An 
alternative is to plant rye grass after 
the frost, but rye is considered to be 
slick underfoot and competes for space 
with the Bermuda grass during the 
spring growing season. Rice said the 
Bermuda/rye question is just one of 
many that must be considered when 
planting grass. 

“There are all kinds of things that you 


never thought of before with artificial 
turf that we'll worry about now,” Rice 
said. ‘For instance, if we get a heavy 
rain on a Friday, when will we cut the 
field and paint the lines?” 

Some of the moisture problems will 
be moot because of the Prescription 
Athletic Turf (PAT) system that Al- 
abama and Michigan are installing. The 
PAT system was developed by Dr. Wil- 
liam Daniel and Melvin Robey at Pur- 
due in the mid-1970s and is currently in 
use at Purdue, Ohio State, Florida, 
Iowa and in National Football League 
stadiums at Denver and Washington. 

Purdue, the only Big Ten school that 
never switched to turf, has employed a 
PAT system at Ross-Ade Stadium since 
1975. The PAT system features pumps 
beneath the grass that eliminate pud- 
dles and mud bogs when it rains as well 
as heating coils to keep the field from 
freezing. 

In its early years, the PAT system 
had a serious flaw. Fields at Purdue 
and elsewhere had problems holding 
turf in the system’s sandy base. That 
difficulty has largely been eliminated 
in recent years. 

“Dr. Daniel and other people have 
done a lot to eliminate those early prob- 
lems,”’ Rice said. ““Down here (AI- 
abama), it’s amazing how quickly grass 
can recover in the sand-and-peat-moss 


Continued 


Terrible turf?: Many college coaches believe that playing on artificial turf is directly responsible for causing more injuries than playing 
on grass. But statistics gathered by the NCAA over the last decade are inconclusive as to which, if either, surface is safer. 
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combination that we use.” 

But even with improvements, grass 
still wears with use. As a result, college 
officials may be hesitant to schedule 
non-football events at their stadiums. 

“Now you have to consider extracur- 
ricular activities on a case-to-case basis 
and ask if it will hurt the grass,” Rice 
said. “We've had summer band camps 
and other band competitions that used 
the stadium.” 


Ohio State faced the same problem. 
Besides varsity football, Ohio Stadium 
also was the site for intramural soft- 
ball, varsity soccer, field hockey and 
other events. Those events had to be 
moved because the grass can’t sustain 
extensive use. 

That's one of the reasons why other 
schools haven't jumped on the grass 
bandwagon. Another is weather. 
Among the 10 Division I-A conferences, 
grass outnumbers turf in the stadiums 
of the Southeastern, Atlantic Coast, Big 
West, Western Athletic and Mid- 
American conferences. Aside from the 
Mid-American, most of those leagues 
enjoy relatively mild weather condi- 
tions throughout the football season, 
which makes for easier maintenance. 

Half of the Pacific-10 stadiums are 
grass, and more might be if not for the 
rainy climate at the four schools in the 


Back to grass: Following the lead of recent Big Ten converts lowa and Ohio State, Michigan is 


Northwest. But the rest of the confer- 
ences favor turf, due partly to poor 
weather conditions. Even with its re- 
cent converts, the Big Ten still has a 
turf flavor with six of the 10 schools 
boasting a fake surface. The gap will 
close to 6-5 when Penn State begins Big 
Ten competition in a few years. Turf 
also tops grass, 5-3, in the newly formed 
Big East football conference, while sta- 
diums in the Big Eight and Southwest 
conferences are unanimously artificial. 

Meanwhile, the injury debate goes 
on. According to Randy Dick, assistant 
director of sports sciences for the 
NCAA, Statistics gathered over the last 
decade are inconclusive as to which 
surface is safer. 

“Nobody’s been able to distinguish 
the type of surface as to the rate of in- 
jury,”’ said Dick, whose department 
gathers information on injuries. The re- 


porting process divides injuries into 
several categories, including the type 
of surface on which the injury oc- 
curred, the type of injury and the set- 
ting for the injury (game or practice). 

In the seven years documented, the 
NCAA's research has shown that more 
injuries indeed have taken place on 
turf. According to the NCAA, the inci- 
dence of injuries (game and practice) 
per 1,000 exposures was 6.21 on grass 
and 8.02 on artificial turf. But even 
though those statistics seem to show 
grass is safer, Dick said numbers don’t 
begin to tell the whole story. 

“There are just so many variables,” 
Dick said. “For instance, the weather. 
Is it 95 (degrees) or 25? Is the field fro- 
zen in places? If it’s raining, is the field 
soaked or just damp? On a grass field, 
it could be muddy down the middle but 
OK in other places. The type of shoe 


and the type of cleat also make a big dif- 
ference. 

“The types of surfaces now are much 
different than they were 20 years ago 
when artificial turf was new and PAT 
was first developed. Just labeling grass 
or artificial doesn’t go far enough. 
There are different kinds of fields in 
both of those larger categories.” 

Even with that distinction, coaches 
like Cooper will swear up and down that 
grass is safer. But Dick maintains that 
isn’t so. 

“You can't argue with what John 
Cooper says about artificial turf, but 
there are no numbers to quantify that,” 
Dick said. ‘Coaches may have some 
hunches that we can’t prove. Nobody 
has been able to monitor the injuries 
that may come from long-term expo- 
sure to artificial turf. 

“Even the statistics we’ve been able 


restoring its grass surface for this season after a 22-year fling with turf. 
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to gather can be misleading. Take a guy 
who breaks a finger when a ball is 
thrown too hard. It had nothing to do 
with the surface, but it will go down as 
an injury on that surface. 

“Or even in the case of injuries that 
occur during collisions, if a player 
comes out of a pile with a knee or ankle 
injury, you really don’t have a good idea 
of how the injury occurred. 

“In that regard, football isn’t the best 
sport to measure the effect of the sur- 
face upon injuries. You’d probably do 
better with sports like soccer or field 
hockey because you have so many more 
collisions in football.” 

Dick expects the debate to continue. 

“It’s by far not an exact science,” 
Dick said. “You cannot give a black- 
and-white number.” 

It’s just fields of green, be they natu- 
ralor synthetic. @ 
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only 2nd two-time 


| By DICK FENLON 
- < Columbus Dispatch 


inning the Heisman Trophy as 
W a junior last December put Ty 

Detmer among select com- 
pany. Of the 56 Heisman winners, only 
10 have not been seniors. 

Now, the Brigham Young quarter- 
back has the opportunity to join the 
most exclusive club of all: The mem- 
bership list of college football players 
able to repeat in the Heisman sweep- 
stakes. The charter member—and only 
member—of that group is Archie Grif- 
fin, Ohio State’s celebrated tailback of 
the mid-1970s. 

It won't take Detmer long to find out 
where he stands in his bid to match 
Griffin’s Heisman double. 

“A lot of it depends on our first three 
games (of the 1991 season), Detmer 
said. “We play Florida State, UCLA and 
Penn State, and they’re all away 
(Florida State and BYU will clash in the 
Disneyland Pigskin Classic in An- 
aheim, Calif.). That'll be a big factor. 
You've got to start off good.” 

Plus, Detmer acknowledged, you 
have to keep it going. 

And that, Griffin emphasized, is eas- 
ier said than done. 

“No question about it,” Griffin re- 
sponded when asked if repeating in 1975 
was harder than winning the Heisman 
for the first time in 1974. 

“No question. It was a lot tougher. 
The yards were a lot tougher. Every 
yard was hard. Having that tag ‘Heis- 
man Trophy winner’ means that every- 
body wants a shot at you. I think Ty can 
already attest to that. The last two 
games he had last season, he was a tar- 
get. 

“You've got that tag and people are 
going to be out to get you. They talk to 
you, too, after they nail you. They say, 
‘How'd you like that, Mr. Heisman?’ 
and a lot of other stuff besides. 

“We used to run the option a lot, and 
even when I didn’t get the pitches, they 
would hit me. I could be watching our 
quarterback, Cornelius Greene, take 


i _ . : off with the ball upfield. Bam! They’d 
What a year: By virtue of his 5,188 yards passing and 41 touchdown tosses, Brigham lay iton me.” 


Young's Ty Detmer passed his competition en route to winning the 1990 Heisman Trophy. Of the nine juniors who had won the 
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bids to become 
Heisman winner 


Heisman before Detmer, five failed to 
repeat (Oklahoma’s Billy Sims was the 
last to try, in 1979) and three bypassed 
their senior seasons to turn profes- 
sional. Then, of course, there was Grif- 
fin. 

While Griffin certainly relished win- 
ning the Heisman as a junior, the 
award-winning effort had its minuses. 
For one thing, there suddenly was an 
indelible bull’s-eye on his jersey. For 
another, there was the burden of high 
expectations. And then there were de- 
mands on his time. 

Griffin persevered with the help of 
his no-nonsense coach, Woody Hayes, 
and teammates whom Griffin made 
sure shared in his exploits. It didn’t hurt 
a bit that Ohio State, under Hayes, was 
one of the preeminent teams in college 
football. 

Almost from day one, the young man 
from the Columbus high school ranks 
contributed greatly to that preemi- 
nence. In the second game of his fresh- 
man season (1972), Griffin toted the ball 
for the first time for the Buckeyes. By 
day’s end, he had established an Ohio 
State single-game rushing record of 239 
yards. 

By the time he wrapped up his career 
in the January 1, 1976, Rose Bowl, Grif- 
fin had rushed for 5,177 yards in 
regular-season play and another 412 
yards in four Rose Bowls. He had 
gained 6.1 yards per crack in his career, 
during which the Buckeyes won 40 of 46 
games. 

A 5-foot-9, 182-pounder, Griffin at- 
tained the 100-yard rushing plateau in 
31 straight regular-season games. And 
he averaged 123.3 yards on the ground 
per game over four seasons. 

The big-time numbers made running 
star Griffin a runaway winner in the 
Heisman races. He won by 1,101 points 
over Southern California tailback An- 
thony Davis in 1974 and breezed by 1,070 
points over California tailback Chuck 
Muncie in 1975. 

Detmer won the coveted trophy with 
. 305-vote margin over Notre Dame’s 
Raghib Ismail—not bad, considering tenes 


the Fighting Trish's public relations ma- Runaway Buckeye: Ohio State's Archie Griffin remains the only player ever to win two 
Heismans, a feat Ty Detmer will come to appreciate as he seeks his second statue. 


CHANCE BROCKWAY 
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chinery and the fact that the quality of 
BYU’s opposition often comes under 
fire. Many believe that Detmer virtu- 
ally locked up the Heisman in the first 
four weeks of the 1990 season. 

After throwing for 387 yards and one 
touchdown against Texas-El Paso in 
the ’90 season opener, Detmer put ona 
spectacular show for a nationwide tele- 
vision audience the following week. 
Playing against a team the merits of 
which nobody could deny, Detmer 
singed a proud Miami (Fla.) defense for 
406 yards passing and three touch- 
downs. The No. l-ranked Hurricanes 
fell, 28-21. 

The next week, Brigham Young 
trailed Washington State by a 29-7 score 
at halftime. However, Detmer led the 
Cougars on a stunning charge that net- 
ted touchdowns on five straight fourth- 
quarter possessions. BYU wound up a 
50-36 winner, with Detmer finishing the 
day with five TD passes and 448 yards 
through the air. Then, in the fourth 
week of the season, Detmer passed for 
514 yards and three TDs against San 
Diego State. 

By the end of the regular season, 
Detmer had thrown for 5,188 yards and 
41 touchdowns. But just hours after the 
announcement that he had won the 
Heisman, Detmer yielded four inter- 
ceptions against Hawaii as BYU ab- 
sorbed a 59-28 pounding from the Rain- 
bow Warriors. Then, in the Sea World 
Holiday Bowl, the Cougars were 
crushed by a 65-14 score in a game in 
which Detmer passed for only 120 yards 
before leaving early in the third quarter 
with separations of both shoulders. 

Detmer has recovered from the 
injuries. But staying healthy will be a 
key in making a repeat run. Another 
factor, Griffin contended, will be how 
well Detmer handles the impositions on 
his time and the manner in which he 
keeps his mind on the business at hand. 

And, of course, Brigham Young must 
win. Only one Heisman recipient, Paul 
Hornung, has come from a losing team. 
When Hornung copped the honor in 
1956, his Notre Dame team finished 
with only two victories in 10 games. 

Even with the bull’s-eye on his jer- 
sey, Griffin stayed healthy in 1975. 

“IT had the usual run of injuries,” he 
said, “but nothing more than normal. 
Every year you get those bumps and 
bruises and sore muscles. And every 
now and then I'd have a hamstring that 
bothered me. That’s about it.” 

Meanwhile, Ohio State, 10-1 in the 
regular season of 1974, continued to win 
in 1975. And the Buckeyes’ offensive 
line, rebuilt from '74, continued to pro- 
vide running room as Ohio State went 
unbeaten in the 75 regular season. 
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“We took pride in that 100-yards 
thing,” said Griffin, referring to his 31- 
game streak of 100 or more yards rush- 
ing. “I'll never forget that before our 
game with Michigan my junior year, it 
came over the AP wire that one of the 
Banks brothers (the Wolverines’ Larry 
and Harry) said that if Archie Griffin 
got over a hundred yards, it would be 
over his dead body. All that did was 
make our linemen mad. I made my 100 
(111, precisely).” 

While Michigan did gain the satisfac- 
tion of stopping Griffin’s streak in 
1975—he was held to 46 yards by the 
Wolverines—the Heisman bandwagon 
was unstoppable in Griffin’s senior year 
despite a falloff in numbers. After rush- 
ing for 1,620 yards and 12 touchdowns in 
‘74, Griffin, suddenly a marked man, 
ran for 1,357 yards and four TDs in "75. 
A drop in statistics, yes, but the stuff of 
Heisman winners nonetheless. 

Ask Ty Detmer if he spends much 
time thinking about repeating and you 
receive a polite-but-firm response: 
“No, sir.” But Griffin acknowledged 
that he thought about it all the time. 

“To be honest, you couldn’t help but 
do it,” he said. “Everywhere I'd go, peo- 
ple would remind me. Ask me how it 
felt to win the Heisman, and if I thought 
I could do it again. I didn’t think they’d 
give it to anybody twice, to tell you the 
truth. 

“But if you really want to know, deep 
down in my heart I wanted to win my 
senior year much more than I wanted 
to win it my junior year. I didn’t think 
about it much at all that year. But after 
winning it? Well, Coach Hayes used to 
say you're either getting better or get- 
ting worse. I felt I needed to win it 
again. And that was a lot of pressure.” 

Griffin was up to the task. 

“I made up my mind that I was going 
to do all the things I needed to do,” Grif- 


No day in the sun: Opponents will target 
Detmer during his second Heisman run. 
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fin recalled. “That is, go out and work 
out hard and do everything I could to be 
the best football player I could possibly 
be. 

“And then I wouldn’t worry about 
what the results were going to be, be- 
cause I'd given it my best shot. 

“Also, I’ve always believed in one 
Bible verse: ‘Delight yourself in the 
Lord and He'll give you the desires of 
your heart.’ If I continue to try to serve 
the Lord the best way I can, everything 
will fall into place—that’s the way I 
looked at it. That’s something that 
helped me.” 

Griffin's objective was to control the 
things he could control. And he contin- 
ued to take Hayes’ words to heart. 

“He called me in the spring of my jun- 
ior year,” said Griffin, who had been a 
big name in Columbus since his prep 
days at Columbus Eastmoor. “I was 
probably running myself a little crazy 
trying to please people. I remember 
him telling me, ‘Archie, you can’t do ev- 
erything for everybody.’ He made me 
aware that I couldn’t continue to go ev- 
erywhere and be everywhere and be ev- 
erything to everyone.” 

Does Griffin have any advice for 
Detmer? 

“T would tell him to do exactly what I 
did,” Griffin said. “Worry about the 
things you’ve got control over. Your 
workouts, the condition you're in, your 
playing ability. The same things that I 
had to think about, he has to think 
about.” 

Detmer understands. Through most 
of last season, he was able to keep the 
Heisman race in perspective. 

“The last couple of games I started to 
think about it a little more because you 
know you're really close,” Detmer said. 
“Then the pressure starts to mount a 
little bit. Having that experience last 
year, I know that I've just got to go out 
and play and not try to force things. I 
realize I've got to have help. With the 
players we've got, I should have it.” 

But just as Griffin had to run behind 
new blockers his senior season, so, too, 
will Detmer have to operate behind a 
rebuilt line and with some new receiv- 
ers. Getting the timing down for a quick 
start is imperative. 

Whatever the scenario, Detmer real- 
izes he'll have to put up big numbers 
once more. 

“I think a passer has to do a little 
more (than a runner),” Detmer said. 
“Going for 300 yards a game is just av- 
erage for us. You’re supposed to do 
that. A running back running for 100isa 
great game. So it does require a little 
more for a quarterback.” 

Griffin begs to differ. 

“Usually, when there’s a victory, 
quarterbacks get the credit for it,” said 
Griffin, smiling. 

The fact is, it’s a stiff-arm and nota 
pass that the Heisman statuette is 
throwing. However, if passer Ty Det- 
mer repeats as the Heisman Trophy 
winner, the powers-that-be might have 
to think about recasting the trophy. @ 


After failing where he was expected to succeed, 
Steve Spurrier is excelling where no one expected 


By TOM McEWEN 
Tampa Tribune 


Steve Spurrier might be remem- 

bered much like fellow quarter- 
backs Gary Beban, Pat Sullivan and 
Doug Flutie—collegiate studs, pro 
duds. Florida fans are forever grateful 
that the story doesn’t end there. 

Florida, of course, is where Spurrier 
won the Heisman Trophy in 1966. His 
stellar career in Gainesville was fol- 
lowed by 10 unspectacular years in the 
National Football League. By the time 
he wrapped up his final NFL season in 
1976, most football fans had written him 
off as another collegiate great who had 
failed to reach his pro potential. Cer- 
tainly, no one expected him to make 
much more of an impact on the game 
he had ruled a decade before. 

Jump 14 years to 1990. Spurrier is 
back at Florida, now as head coach ofa 
once-proud program that has fallen on 
hard times. Virtually nothing appears 


j f not for a change in his game plan, 


promising about the '90 campaign. The 
Gators, coming off a 7-5 season that 
made them 26-21 over a four-year span, 
are picked to finish in the bottom half of 
the Southeastern Conference. They are 
without All-America running back 
Emmitt Smith, who had traded his se- 
nior year at Florida for an early start in 
the NFL. They lack a proven quarter- 
back, with five candidates vying for the 
starting job. And, worst of all, they find 
out in September that their program 
has been placed on two years’ probation 
by the NCAA for violations committed 
during the tenure of former coach 
Galen Hall. As a result, the Gators are 
ineligible to play in a bowl game follow- 
ing the 90 season. 

Toss in the towel? No way. In fact, 
Spurrier is so confident in his team that 
he pleads with the NCAA to take schol- 
arships from him in the future in ex- 
change for making the Gators eligible 
for a 1990 bowl game. He loses the ap- 
peal, but wins his players’ everlasting 
appreciation. 


And the players, in turn, win for 
Spurrier. Ignited by their coach’s trade- 
mark—an explosive offense—the Gat- 
ors post a 9-2 mark and finish 13th in the 
national rankings. Their 6-1 mark is 
tops in the SEC, although their proba- 
tionary status with the NCAA makes 
them ineligible to win the conference 
title. But that doesn’t keep Spurrier 
from being voted the league’s Coach of 
the Year. 

Perhaps most amazing of all is how 
Spurrier handles the quarterback situa- 
tion. He picks the fifth guy on the depth 
chart, Shane Matthews, and makes him 
the starter. The sophomore responds 
with an outstanding effort, completing 
229 of 378 passes for 2,952 yards and 23 
touchdowns. Matthews is named SEC 
Player of the Year. 

“I think any quarterback could be 
successful in Coach Spurrier’s system,” 
Matthews said. “This honor is a tribute 
to that system and to how well he had 


Continued 
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me prepared.” 

Preparation—the hallmark of all 
good coaches—wasn't always one of 
Spurrier’s strong suits. A lack of prepa- 
ration cost him dearly in the pros, 
where he languished from year to year 
as a backup and occasional starter be- 
cause he didn’t do what was necessary 
to succeed. He almost appeared content 
in his role, showing little motivation to 
put in extra work and reach the next 
level. 

All of which set the stage for an 
ironic twist in Spurrier’s life. Spurrier, 
who had failed where he had been ex- 
pected to excel (in the NFL), was about 
to become a great success where no one 
had ever even pictured him—in the 
coaching ranks. All that was required 
was a change in his game plan. 

“T believe people who judged me, as 
some have, really didn’t know me, or, 
don’t know me,” Spurrier said. “And 
people who knew me long ago don't 
know me now. I’ve changed. Don’t we 
all? 

“Probably as a professional player I 
was not as ambitious as I should have 
been, but I can tell you that as it turned 
out, the 10 years I had in the pros hada 
lot to do with my success as a coach 
later, though I may not have realized it 
at the time. The fact that I really played 
probably two full seasons out of 10 
meant I did not leave with serious inju- 
ries, meant that lamas athieticaslam 
now, which helps me with the hands-on 
coaching style I use.” 

It was that coaching style, combined 
with his high-powered offenses, win- 
ning records and undying popularity as 
a Heisman winner, that had people in 
Gainesville discreetly coveting Spur- 
rier’s services in 1988 and then openly 
soliciting them in 1989. After all, as the 
head coach at Duke he had resurrected 
the Blue Devils’ program, and before 
that he had coached winning teams 
with the United States Football 
League’s Tampa Bay Bandits. He also 
had enjoyed prosperous stints as a col- 
legiate assistant prior to becoming a 
head coach. He clearly was the people's 
choice at Florida, and Athletic Director 
Bill Arnsparger agreed. Gator fans 
longed for a return to their glory 
days—days like those back in 1966. 

That was Spurrier’s senior season. 
He already had established a reputation 
as a swashbuckling quarterback who 
shot from the hip, drawing up plays in 
the dirt with the game on the line and 
leading his team to victory. His great- 
est moment, however, came in the Gat- 
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ors’ 1966 home game against Auburn. 

A week before that game, Heisman 
ballots had been mailed out. They were 
due the following week. With a large 
press corps in attendance, Spurrier 
worked his magic by completing 26 of 35 
passes for 349 yards and three touch- 
downs and punting seven times for a 
46.9-yard average. Despite those num- 
bers, unbeaten Florida and Auburn 
were tied, 27-27, with just over two min- 
utes remaining as the Gators faced a 40- 
yard field-goal attempt on fourth and 
long. 

The kick was out of the range of regu- 
lar place-kicker Wayne Barfield. Spur- 
rier went to the sideline and told Coach 
Ray Graves he could kick it, even 
though he had not booted a field goal 
since the opening game against North- 
western. Undaunted, Spurrier pro- 
ceeded to kick the game-winner as the 
Gators prevailed, 30-27. 

Auburn center Forrest Blue, who be- 
came an All-Pro for San Francisco and 
a teammate of Spurrier’s with the 
49ers, said of the kick, “I think if there 
had been no goal posts and the officials 
had said, ‘Steve, you'll have to kick it 
through my upraised arms,’ Steve 
would have done that, too. That’s Steve 
Spurrier.” 

Spurrier had always found ways to 
win, even as a prep athlete in Johnson 
City, Tenn., where he was all-state in 
football, baseball and basketball. When 
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that success followed him to Florida, 
everyone expected him to continue on 
and dominate the professional ranks. 
But it never happened. A No. 1 draft 
pick of the 49ers in 1967, Spurrier went 
west with great expectations. But there 
was one problem; San Francisco's 
quarterback, John Brodie, was young, 
healthy and good. 

“Back then,’ Spurrier said, ‘the 
thinking was it took about five years to 
develop as a quarterback in the NFL, 
and I was told that John Brodie was 
Number 1. Since I wasn’t going to play 
for a while, I didn’t train as vigorously 
as I should have. As a professional 
player I know now I was not as ambi- 
tious as the more successful ones were. 
But that was all my own fault. I now 
look back on it and I see I left the game 
healthy and with the experiences of 
winning and losing, and that has 
helped.” 

After nine undistinguished years in 
San Francisco, Spurrier was traded to 
the expansion Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 
Spurrier started 12 games in Tampa 
Bay’s inaugural season, but the Bucs 
went 0-14. 

“We should have beaten Buffalo and 
Seattle,” said Spurrier, ever the opti- 
mist. “Yet, I tell you, the unity on that 
team was good. We were as one. I cer- 
tainly learned about humility. And it 
began to make me think of coaching, 
for the first time. By then I had 


Aplayers’ coach: Steve Spurrier won his 
players’ everlasting appreciation when he 
appealed, but lost, the Gators’ 1990 
NCAA probation sentence. In turn, the 
players won for Spurrier. 


watched coaching and been coached, 
and I began to think I could do as good 
as some and better than others.” 

Spurrier was released by the Bucs in 
1977, signed by the Denver Broncos and 
then cut before the season started. He 
found himself home with his family in 
Gainesville, spending his Saturdays 
watching the Gators play, “sitting likea 
fan in the stands,” he recalled. It was 
time for a change in his game plan. 

“TI decided coaching was for me,” he 
said. “I saw how important it was. Isaw 
the spectacle. The crowds. The inter- 
est. The players. So Henry Gray, a mu- 
tual friend, told Florida head Coach 
Doug Dickey how I felt, and he hired 
me for the 1978 season as the quarter- 
backs coach. I guess my biggest contri- 
bution was agreeing that quarterback 
Cris Collinsworth ought to be a wide re- 
ceiver.” Collinsworth went on to earn 
All-America mention at Florida and to 
become a Pro Bowl wide receiver with 
the Cincinnati Bengals. 

Dickey and the rest of his staff were 
fired after the 1978 season. Spurrier 
then was hired by Pepper Rodgers, 
Spurrier’s quarterback coach his first 
two years at Florida, to coach the quar- 


terbacks at Georgia Tech in 1979. Rod- 
gers’ program was on the ropes, 
though, and toward the end of that sea- 
son he turned the offense over to Spur- 
rier, who promptly opened it up. Geor- 
gia Tech won three of its last four 
games, but it was too late. Rodgers left 
and Spurrier was on his way to join Red 
Wilson's staff at Duke, where Wilson 
made the move that was as important 
as any in Spurrier’s coaching career. 
“He made me the offensive coordina- 
tor,” the 46-year-old Spurrier said, “and 
he told me what I wanted to hear. He 
said he loved to throw the ball, loved 


trick plays, to do what I wanted. Well, 
that was 1980, and we were so thin I put 
an advertisement in the school paper 
for wide receivers. We got replies. 
Three of them made the team and 
helped us. We went 2-9, but 6-5 both of 
the next two years, played exciting 
ball.” 

In 1982, the Blue Devils ranked fourth 
in the nation in total offense and second 
in passing offense. Spurrier was getting 
some attention and was about to get his 
first big break. 


Continued 
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It came from 
John Bassett, manag- 
ing general partner of the Tampa Bay 
Bandits in the fledgling USFL. A mu- 
tual friend of Bassett’s and Spurrier’s 
told the club owner he should interview 
Spurrier for the Bandits’ head coaching 
job. Bassett wasn’t aware of Spurrier’s 
rising star status in the coaching ranks, 
but he arranged the interview. 

“TI guess he liked me,” Spurrier said. 
“He hired me on the spot.” 

Bassett’s decision raised some eye- 
brows around the USFL. “They said he 
didn’t work hard enough, that he was 
too young, that he was too inexperi- 
enced,” Bassett once said. 

Spurrier quickly proved the skeptics 
wrong. He compiled a 35-19 record with 
the offensively innovative Bandits from 
1983 through ’85. 

“T learned so much with the Bandits,” 
he said. “I mean, I learned to be a head 
coach, to organize and plan and to af- 
fect,” 

Spurrier was hoping to get a shot in 
the NFL when the Buccaneers’ head 
coaching job became available in 1985, 
but Bucs Owner Hugh Culverhouse 
picked Leeman Bennett, who would 
last only two years. When the Bandits 
and the USFL folded after the league 
completed its 1985 spring season, Spur- 
rier was left without a job while the 
USFL waged a lawsuit with the NFL. 
He played a lot of golf as two autumns 
went by with no offers to be a head 
coach. 

After the ’86 season, the Bucs were 
looking for someone to replace Bennett. 
Once more Culverhouse passed over 
Spurrier, but by doing so he inadvert- 
ently gave Spurrier a chance for his 
first collegiate job as a head coach. 
When Culverhouse hired Alabama 
Coach Ray Perkins to lead the Bucs in 
1987, Duke Coach Steve Sloan resigned 
to become the athletic director at Al- 
abama, his alma mater. Spurrier then 
was hired to replace Sloan. 

Spurrier set out to rebuild the Duke 
program, which hadn’t had a winning 
record since his last season there 
(1982). He immediately installed his 
wide-open offense and the Blue Devils 
were on their way. From 1987 through 
89, Duke went 20-13-1 and enjoyed its 
greatest success in nearly three de- 
cades. Spurrier’s 1988 team won seven 
games, while the 1989 squad won eight 
and a share of its first Atlantic Coast 
Conference championship since 1965. 
Spurrier netted ACC Coach of the Year 
honors in 1988 and’89. 

“Those were wonderful years,” Spur- 
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rier said. “We had fun and we won.” 

Aside from the fun and winning, 
Spurrier proved he wasn’t just a pass- 
crazy coach. In his three years at Duke, 
the Blue Devils boasted a strong run- 
ning attack that featured a 1,000-yard 
rusher in 1989. Even before that, his 
1984 Bandits team had produced two 
1,000-yard rushers, not to mention a 
4,000-yard passer, marking the first 
time that feat had been accomplished 
in pro football history. 

Spurrier also showed he had a nose 
for defense at Duke. In ’89, the Blue 
Devils began the season 1-3 and the de- 
fense was in need of a shakeup. Spur- 
rier went to his defensive coaches and 
told them to blitz on every play. 

“We simply did not have the talent to 
play conventional defense,” he said. 
“We had to do something disruptive. I 
said to blitz on every play. I said I didn’t 
care if we got beat 85-0, we were going 
to do something different. We won the 
next seven games. 

“I have always been involved with 
the defense and always will, except on 
game day. Then I am running the of- 
fense.” 

While Spurrier was giving Blue Devil 
fans something to cheer about before 
basketball season, his alma mater was 
falling into a football slumber. Hall had 
been forced out at Florida amid an 
NCAA investigation during the 1989 
season and was replaced on an interim 
basis by Gary Darnell, a defensive 
coach. The offense was predictable, 
and many observers thought that with 
any imagination, the Gators could have 
been much better. When Spurrier and 
his crew took over following the dis- 
missal of the '89 Gator staff, they 
showed what a little offensive imagina- 
tion could accomplish. 

“Where Steve is so often underesti- 
mated,” said Jerri, his wife and mother 
of their four children, “is he is so very, 
very intelligent. He can cut through de- 
tails. He sees the big picture clearly. 
And he maintains constantly the belief 
there is nothing he cannot do. He’s 
heard all the stories, all the so-called 
knocks that he won’t work hard, that 
he’d rather play golf, that he couldn’t be 
a good head coach. I won't say he’s 
shown’em, but he’s sure showing ’em.” 

“Them” is the dwindling number of 
critics who maintain that Spurrier is 
lazy, a country-club coach who doesn’t 
like to recruit. Those close to Spurrier 
disagree. 

“His staff works as hard as any we 
have had here,” said Norm Carlson, a 
longtime assistant athletic director for 
communications at Florida. “He is just 
well organized, makes the practices fun 
and gets physically involved.” 

Said Spurrier: “I do not believe you 
need to stay in the offices until mid- 
night if the work is done. And I like for 
the coaches to take a break during the 
day to exercise. I run every single day.” 

It shows. He has no wrinkles on his 
handsome, usually smiling face. 
There’s no gray in his sandy hair, no 
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bulge in his belly. 

“I think coaches used to enjoy telling 
their alumni how hard they work,” 
Spurrier said. “The alumni don’t care. 
The alumni want to see good football 
and winning football. That’s all.” 

What about Spurrier’s skills as a re- 
cruiter? Since he has never spent an ex- 
tended period of time as a head coach at 
any school, it’s tough to judge. Thus far 
at Florida, recruiting has gone well. 
But Spurrier is faced with formidable 
in-state competition from Florida State 
and Miami, not to mention all the other 
top schools around the nation that come 
to Florida to recruit. 

Spurrier isn’t worried. He believes 
his program has plenty to offer top re- 
cruits. 

“We play a run-and-gun game and we 
were on television eight times last 
year,” he said. ‘We also are in the 
Southeastern Conference. And our sta- 
dium will be 84,000 this year, and we 
will fillit up. I can’t wait.” 

He’ll have to. First he must continue 
to attend the alumni meetings and the 
golf tournaments, which he enjoys, in 
part because he plays well. But he 
seems to be in his comfort zone on the 
sidelines. 

“T think I was born to be a ball 
coach,” he said. “And now, along with 
winning for the school and the fans and 
for the players, the most rewarding 
thing to me is to see a player develop 
beyond expectations, like Shane Mat- 
thews, and to see a team that was sup- 
posed to win five games, win seven, and 
the team that was supposed to win 
seven win nine or 10. That’s about it. 
Play some ball and win.” @ 


Offensive coach: High-powered offenses 
have become Spurrier’s trademark. 


JAY METZ 


60 issues for 69¢ each —72% off the cover price! 


To really keep up with pro and college 
football, you al more than just the scores. 
And a lot more than TV highlights. You need 
the total football coverage you find only in 
The Sporting News. 

Each week, TSN gives you the whole 
picture. Not just who won, but why. Not 
just a few big plays, but strategies and inside 
reports. And not just coverage of the home 
team, but every pro team and every major 
college conference. 

And that’s just the start. TSN brings you 


the best pigskin stats you've ever seen. Plus 
trades. Transactions. Injury reports. And 


__ big-picture stories that take you behind 


the scenes and help keep you an expert. 


Baseball, basketball and hockey, too 


Football's just part of what you'll find in TSN. 
You also get opinion, analysis, strategy and 
stats for all the major sports. 52 weeks a 
year. In season and out. 

Don’t settle for half the picture. Get it all in 
The Sporting News. To start your subscrip- 


tion at 72% off the newsstand price, call toll- 


free or mail the coupon. 


Call 800-543-5413 


Gel it somewhere else and 
only get half the picture. 


Gat the whole picture — and save 72% = 
“1 Send me 60 issues of The Sporting News for just 
69¢ each. (That's 72% off the newsstand price.) 
Payment enclosed Bill me 

im 

! ADDRESS 


STATE a 


" Conodion residents add $44.46 for nechone postoge pds a coon 
intemational rates available on request. The Sporting 
| published weely weekly, with special issues, 


' Mail to: The Sporting News, P.O. Box 50074 
Boulder, CO 80322-0074 


Spo Orting News 


MORE THAN JUST THE SCORE 


If the Rambling Wreck wins, it’s no ACC -ident 


By DOUG DOUGHTY 
Roanoke Times & World-News 


Gg he Atlantic Coast Conference was 
full of surprises in 1990. Usually a 
Hi one-horse race—Clemson fol- 


‘lowed by seven nags—the ACC dumb- 


founded the experts by sending over 
half of its members to bowl games last 
year. 

Georgia Tech was the conference’s 
thoroughbred in '90, capturing national 
championship acclaim from The Sport- 
ing News and United Press Interna- 
tional following its thrashing of Ne- 
braska in the Florida Citrus Bowl. Vir- 
ginia, which ranked No. 1 for three 
weeks during the regular season, was 
the ACC’s only loser in bow! play, fall- 
ing to Tennessee in the USF&G Sugar 
Bowl. Clemson, the ACC’s staple stud, 
thumped Illinois in the Hall of Fame 
Bowl. North Carolina State clipped 
Southern Mississippi in the All Ameri- 
can Bowl, and Maryland tied Louisiana 
Tech in the Poulan/Weed Eater Inde- 
pendence Bowl. 

But it was the Yellow Jackets, the 
only unbeaten team in NCAA Division I- 
A in 1990, who captured the headlines, 
and they should be front and center 
again in 1991, due mostly to a devastat- 
ing defense. 

“This has a chance to be the best de- 
fense I’ve ever had,” Yellow Jackets 
Coach Bobby Ross said. 

The Rambling Wreck’s biggest hur- 
dle this year will be a murderous sched- 
ule that features four of its first five 
games and five of its first seven on the 
road. But if a youthful line develops, 
Georgia Tech has the makings of an of- 


_fensive power, too, centered around 


junior quarterback Shawn Jones, who 
passed or ran for 19 touchdowns in 1990. 

Clemson Coach Ken Hatfield knows 
all about tough schedules. Last year, 
his Tigers had the unenviable task of 
traveling to Virginia and Georgia Tech, 
which resulted in losses on both occa- 
sions. Those defeats nullified any 
chance the Tigers had of winning the 
league crown, but there were few 
teams playing better at the’end of last 
season. 

Clemson’s strong finish can be attrib- 
uted to a defense that ranked No. 1 
among Division I-A schools. But the Ti- 
gers were one of only three ACC de- 
fenses ranked in the top 15. North 
Carolina State was 10th and Georgia 
Tech 14th. 

Eight players from that Clemson 
team were selected in the 1991 National 
Football League draft, but this year’s 
unit has one advantage its predecessor 
didn’t—a fortuitous schedule. The Ti- 
gers entertain Georgia Tech, Virginia 
and North Carolina State and play only 
four road games, including a trip to 
Tokyo to meet Duke in Clemson’s final 
regular-season game. 

Virginia was the biggest surprise last 


PREDICTI 


ORDER OF Fit 


“1.6 GEORGIA TECH 

2. CLEMSON 

3. VIRGINIA 

4. NORTH CAROLINA 

5. NORTH CAROLINA STATE 


year. In 1990, the Cavaliers were the 
only ACC team to average more than 
400 total yards per game—in fact, they 
averaged more than 500—but the rest of 
the ACC offenses should be on the up- 
swing in 1991. 

Going into last season, Duke’s Randy 
Cuthbert was the only returning run- 
ning back who had gained more than 
500 yards. This year, the league’s top 10 
rushers all return, including six who 
gained more than 800 yards. 

Moreover, Maryland is the only ACC 
team that won’t have the services of the 


Craftsman: Georgia Tech is loaded with 
many talented skill-position players, 
including quarterback Shawn Jones. 
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quarterback who started its final regu- 


_lar-season game of the 1990 season. 


That is true even at Virginia, where 
Matt Blundin got a head start on his bid 
to replace ACC Player of the Year 
Shawn Moore with a late-season start 
against Virginia Tech. 

Indeed, it should be another exciting 
year in the ACC, but this time, no one 
will be surprised. 


GEORGIA TECH 


Coach: Bobby Ross (23-21-1, 4 years; 86-71-2 
overall, 14 years). 

1990 record: 11-0-1 (beat Nebraska in Florida Cit- 
rus Bowl). ACC: 6-0-1/ 1st. 

Key losses: Thomas Balkcom, S; Bly Jenkins, OT; 
Jim Lavin, 0G; Jerimiah McClary, DT; Stefen Scot- 
ton, FB; Joe Siffri, OG; Calvin Tiggle, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (8): William Bell, RB, 5- 
11/203, Jr.; Billy Chubbs, C, 6-2/256, Sr.; Tom 
Covington, TE, 6-3/231, Sr.; Shawn Jones, QB, 6- 
1/200, Jr.; Emmett Merchant, SE, 6-0/183, Sr.; 
Mike Mooney, T, 6-7/316, Sr.; Bobby Rodriguez, 
FL, 6-0/ 174, Jr.; Scott Sisson, K, 6-2/ 197, Jr. De- 
fense (8): Kevin Battle, NG, 6-5/295, Jr.; Willie 
Clay, CB, 5- 11/183, Sr.; Marco Coleman, LB, 6-4/ 
250, Jr.; Curley Day, CB, 5-10/ 168, Jr.; Coleman 
Rudolph, T, 6-4/261, Jr.; Ken Swilling, S, 6-3/236, 
Sr; Jerrelle Williams, LB, 6-0/223, Sr.; Marlon 
Williams, LB, 6-2/200, Soph. 

Other key returnees; Eric Bellamy, S, Jr.; Russell 
Freeman, OT, Sr.; Tom Johnson, LB, Soph.; Rich- 
ard Kimsey, DT, Soph.; Greg Lester, FL, Sr.; Kevin 
Peoples, S, Jr.; Anthony Rice, TE, Soph.; Darrell 
Swilling, LB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Raleigh Boulware, DT, Fr. (RS); 
Brian Bravy, 0G, Fr. (RS); David Hendrix; S, Fr. 
(RS); Jim ooo RB, Fr. (RS); Michael Smith, 
FB, Fr. (R 

Schedule: etn State (at East Rutherford, N.J.), 
Aug. 28; at Boston ae Sept. 14; Virginia, Sept. 
19; at Clemson, Sept. 28; at North Carolina State, 
Oct. 5; Maryland, Oct. 12; at South Carolina, Oct. 
19; North Carolina, Oct. 26; at Duke, Nov. 2; Fur- 
rislh Nov. 9; Wake Forest, Nov. 16; Georgia, Nov. 


Nickname: Yellow Jackets. 
Site: Atlanta. 


Outlook: The Yellow Jackets have the 
personnel to repeat as ACC champions, 
if they can survive a rigorous early 
schedule that includes four of their first 
five games on the road. 

Offensive strengths: Georgia Tech is 
loaded at the skill positions with quar- 
terback Shawn Jones, running back 
William Bell and wide receivers Em- 
mett Merchant and Bobby Rodriguez. 
Offensive weaknesses: Georgia Tech 
will have to rebuild its line after the loss 
of All-ACC honorees Joe Siffri and 
Darryl! Jenkins. Standout tight end Tom 
Covington was injured on the second 
day of spring drills and could miss the 
"91 season. 

Defensive strengths: All-America Ken 
Swilling moves from free safety to 
strong safety, a more natural spot con- 
sidering his size. Marco Coleman led 
the ACC with 13 sacks, while Jerrelle 
Williams ranked second in tackles 
(145). 

Defensive weaknesses: The Yellow 
Jackets will miss the production of 
Calvin Tiggle, who had 134 tackles and 
was third on the team with seven pass 
breakups. 


Special teams: Scott Sisson came 
through in the clutch, hitting game- 
winning field goals against Virginia and 
Virginia Tech, but he doesn’t have 
great range. The Yellow Jackets must 
find a punter. 

Key to success: A youthful offensive 
line must jell or else Jones will spend a 
lot of time on the run. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Georgia Tech 
struggles through its tough early- 
season schedule. 

Coach Bobby Ross says: ‘‘The tough 
thing about our schedule is, not only do 
we play four of our first five on the 
road, but we play some tough people on 
the road.” 


\2/c.emson 


Coach: Ken Hatfield (10-2, 1 year; 92-50-2 overall, 


12 ak x 

1990 record: 10-2 (beat Illinois in Hall of Fame 
Bowl). ACC: 5-2/T2nd. 

Key losses: Doug Brewster, LB; Dexter Davis, CB; 
Stacy Fields, TE; Chris Gardocki, K/P; Vance 
Hammond, DT; Eric Harmon, OG; Jerome Hen- 
derson, CB; John Johnson, LB; Stacy Long, OT; 
Arlington Nunn; S; Doug Thomas, WR. 

Starters returning: Offense (7}: Bruce Bratton, T, 6- 
5/265, Sr.; DeChane Cameron, QB, 6-1/ 191, Sr.; 
Jeb Flesch, G, 6-3/266, Sr.; Howard Hall, FB, 6-0/ 
232, Jr; Terry Smith, WR, 6- 1/180, Soph.; Curtis 
Whitley, C, 6- 1/260, Sr.; Ronald Williams, TB, 6- 
1/195, Soph. Defense (5): Rob Bodine, MG, 6-1/ 
245, Sr.; Levon Kirkland, LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Ed 
McDaniel, LB, 6-0/225, Sr.; Chester McGlockton, 
T, 6-5/310, Jr.; Robert O'Neal, S, 6-2/ 185, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Brentson Buckner, NG, Soph.; 
David Davis, NG, Sr.; Tyrone Gibson, TE, Soph. 
(RS/academics); Kelvin Hankins, OT, Sr.; Rudy 
Harris, FB, Jr.; Kenzil Jackson, LB, Jr.; Tony 
Mauney, CB, Sr.; Al Richard, DT, Jr.; Larry Ryans, 
WR, Jr.; Ashley Sheppard, LB, Jr; Wayne Sim- 
mons, LB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Rod Adams, LB, Fr. (RS); Michael 
Barber, LB, Fr.; Robert Jackson, OT, Fr.; Louis 
Soloman, QB, Fr.; Darnell Stephens, DB, Fr.; Nelson 
Welch, K/P, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: Appalachian State, Sept. 7; Temple, Sept. 
21; Georgia Tech, Sept. 28; at Georgia, Oct. 5; Vir- 
ginia, Oct. 12; North Carolina State, Oct. 26; Wake 
Forest, Nov. 2; at North Carolina, Nov. 9; Mary- 
land, Nov. 16; at South Carolina, Nov. 23; Duke (at 
Tokyo), Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Tigers. 

Sits: Clemson, S.C, 


Outlook: Clemson has posted a 10-2 
record four years in a row and has not 
lost more than two games in any of its 
last five seasons. A year’s experience 
under Coach Ken Hatfield’s belt will 
help. However, the Tigers lost eight key 
players who were selected in the NFL 
draft. 

Offensive strengths: Ronald Williams 
was voted ACC Rookie of the Year after 
rushing for 914 yards, and Terry Smith 
set a Clemson record for receptions and 
yardage by a freshman. Guard Jeb 
Flesch is the top returning lineman. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Tigers need 
to replace guards Stacy Long and Eric 
Harmon. Clemson was last in the ACC 
in passing with 104.7 yards per game, 
but DeChane Cameron ended last sea- 
son with a Most Valuable Player perfor- 
mance in the Hall of Fame Bowl. 
Defensive strengths: Levon Kirkland 
heads a linebacking corps that should 
be strong despite the loss of Doug 
Brewster and John Johnson. Under- 


s 


rated Ed McDaniel led the team in 
tackles in ’90. 

Defensive weaknesses: The unexpected 
loss of Dexter Davis to the NFL left the 
Tigers with only one returning starter 
in the secondary (Robert O'Neal). 
Special teams: Clemson will be hard 
pressed to replace two-time All-ACC 
punter/kicker Chris Gardocki. 

Key to success: Clemson is never at a 
loss for talent, but the Tigers will have 
to rely on a number of players in their 
first season as major contributors. 

Sure sign of trouble: If freshman Nelson 
Welch fails as Gardocki’s replacement. 
Coach Ken Hatfield says: “(The Tigers’ 
1990 defense) was the best defense I 
have been around. We need some play- 
ers to step up from backup roles, but we 
have some very talented players re- 
turning who could form the nucleus of 
another top-ranked defense. That is our 
goal starting the season, to retain that 
Number | ranking.” 


\3 Aneta 


Coach: George Welsh (58-44-2, 9 years; 113-90-3 
overall, 18 years). 

1990 record: 8-4 (lost to Tennessee in USF&G 
Sugar Bowl). ACC: 5-2/T2nd. 

Kay losses: Ron Carey, NG; Paul Collins, OT; Tony 
Covington, CB; Derek Dooley, WR; Benson 
Goodwyn, DE; Joe Hall, DT; Bruce McGonnigal, TE; 
Jake Mcinerney, K; Keith McMeans, S; Herman 
Moore, WR; Shawn Moore, OB; James Pearson, LB; 
Trevor Ryals, 0; Chris Stearns, G; Jason Wallace, 
CB. 
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Blockbuster: Virginia offensive tackle Ray Roberts was named the ACC's top lineman 
last season. 


Starters returning: Offense (4); Terry Kirby, TB, 6-3/ 
210, Jr.; Ray Roberts, T, 6-6/300, Sr.; David 
Sweeney, FB, 6-1/225, Jr.; Jeff Tomlin, G, 6-4/ 
266, Jr. Defense (5): Ed Garno, P, 6-0/ 187, Sr.; PW. 
Killian, LB, 6-3/220, Soph.; Tyrone Lewis, S, 5- 
10/194, Sr.; Don Reynolds, T, 6-4/265, Sr.; Chris 
Slade, E, 6-5/225, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Matt Blundin, QB, Sr.; Mark 
Dixon, OG, Soph.; Nikki Fisher, TB, Sr.; Michael 
Husted, K, Sr.; Yusef Jackson, LB, Jr.; Greg Jef- 
fries, CB, Jr.; Aaron Mundy, TE, Soph.; Jim Reid, 
OT, Soph. 


Top newcomers: Tyrone Davis, WR, Fr.; Mike 
Frederick, DE, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: At Maryland, Sept. 7; Navy, Sept. 14; at 
Georgia Tech, Sept. 19; Duke, Sept. 28; Kansas, 
Oct. 5; at Clemson, Oct. 12; North Carolina, Oct. 19; 
Wake Forest, Oct. 26; Virginia Military Institute, 
Nov. 2; at North Carolina State, Nov. 9; Virginia 
Tech, Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Cavaliers. 

Site: Charlottesville, Va. 


Outlook: It is hard to see the Cavaliers 
contending for the ACC championship, 
particularly since they play Clemson 
and Georgia Tech on the road. Virginia 
has seven home games, however, and 
should post its fifth straight winning 
season. 


Offensive strengths: Terry Kirby 


rushed for an ACC-best 1,020 yards and 
caught 33 passes despite platooning 
with Nikki Fisher, who averaged seven 
yards per carry. Matt Blundin, Shawn 
Moore's successor, has passed for 553 
yards in two career starts. Ray Roberts 
was named the league's top lineman in 
"90. 


Continued 
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Shawn 
Jones, 
QB, Georgia Tech 


Darnell Stephens,DB,Clemson “© 


Offensive weaknesses: Virginia’s re- 
ceiving corps has been decimated, leav- 
ing the Cavaliers without a wide re- 
ceiver or tight end who had 10 recep- 
tions in 1990. 

Defensive strengths: End Chris Slade 
will have fewer coverage responsi- 
bilities in Virginia’s new 4-3 defense, 
which allows him to concentrate on 
rushing the passer. 

Defensive weaknesses: Pass defense, a 
problem for the Cavaliers even before 
the departure of three secondary start- 
ers, again should bea shortcoming. 
Special teams: Michael Husted, Virgin- 
ia’s kickoff man for two years, will as- 
sume field-goal duties. Ed Garno 
boasted a solid 42.6-yard punting aver- 
age. 

Key to success: Coach George Welsh 


“trashed his 5-2 defense and brought in 


Rick Lantz to coordinate a new 4-3 
alignment. If it flops, the Cavaliers will 
flop. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the secondary, 
which finished last in the ACC in pass 
defense in '90, continues to generously 
yield yards. 

Coach George Welsh says: “I think it’s 
an interesting year for us, with a lot of 
new faces, very few seniors. I never 
count wins, but I think we’ll be pretty 
good.” 


= 
fe) \4/ NORTH CAROLINA 
n 


Coach: Mack Brown (8-24-1, 3 years; 25-52-1 
overall, Tyears). 
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Pos. 
WR 
WR 


RB 
SS RB 
DEFENSE 

Pos. 
DL 
OL 
DL 
LB 
LB 
LB 
LB 

Ken 
Swilling, ee 
S, Georgia Tech S 
Leal S 

NEWCOMERS OF YEAR 

OFFENSE: Pos. 
Larry Washington, RB, Maryland PK 
DEFENSE: P 


OFFENSE 
Name, School HL/Wt Class 
FRANK WYCHECK, Maryland 6-2/214 Soph. 
WALTER JONES, Duke 5-11/190 Sr. 
TODD HARRISON, N.C. State 6-4/250 Sr. 
RAY ROBERTS, Virginia 6-6/300 Sr. 
MIKE MOONEY, Georgia Tech 6-7/316 Sr. 
BILLY CHUBBS, Georgia Tech 6-2/256 Sr. 
JEB FLESCH, Clemson 6-3/266 Sr. 
BRIAN BOLLINGER, North Carolina 6-5/276 Sr. 
SHAWN JONES, Georgia Tech 6-1/200 Jr. 
TERRY KIRBY, Virginia 6-3/210 Jr. 
RONALD WILLIAMS, Clemson 6-1/195 Soph. 
DEFENSE 

. Mame, School HL/Wt Class 
CHESTER McGLOCKTON, Clemson 6-5/310 Jr. 
CHRIS SLADE, Virginia 6-5/225 dr. 
LARRY WEBSTER, Maryland 6-5/275 Sr. 
LEVON KIRKLAND, Clemson 6-2/230 Sr. 
MARCO COLEMAN, GeorgiaTech 6-4/250 Jr. 
DWIGHT HOLLIER, North Carolina 6-3/239 Sr. 
ED McDANIEL, Clemson 6-0/225 Sr. 
WILLIE CLAY, Georgia Tech 5-11/183 Sr. 
GEORGE COGHILL, Wake Forest 6-1/196 Jr. 
KEN SWILLING, Georgia Tech 6-3/236 Sr. 
ROBERT O'NEAL, Clemson 6-2/185 dr. 

SPECIALISTS 

Name, School HL/Wi. Class 
CLINT GWALTNEY, North Carolina 5-11/171 Sr. 
SCOTT MCALISTER, North Carolina6-3/217 Sr. 


1990 record; 6-4-1. ACC: 3-3-1/5th. 
Key losses: Kevin Donnalley, oT; Alex Simakas, NG; 


Dennis Tripp, OT. 
Starters returning: Offense (11): ‘Brian eo naey, G 
6-5/276, Sr; Fodd Burnett, QB, 6-6/204, Sr.; 

ae Dinkin, G, 6-2/272, Sr.; Mike ‘Faulkerson, FB, 


0/235, Jr.; Clint Gwaltney, K, 5-11/171, Sr.; 


Cones Holliday, SE, 6-2/ 198, .; Joey Jauch, 
FL, 6-1/193, Jr.; Deems Ma . 6-5/240, Sr.: 
Natrone Means, TB, 5- 10/227, § Soph.; Andrew 


Oberg, T, 6-7/281, Sr; Randall Parsons, C, 6-3/ 
268, Jr. Defense (10): Roy Barker, T, 6-4/285, Sr.; 
Cliff Baskerville, CB, 5- 11/177, Jr.; Eric Gash, LB, 
6-2/223, Sr.; Dwight Hollier, LB, 6-3/239, Sr.; 
Rondell Jones, S, 6-2/205, Jr.; Doxie Jordan, CB, 
5-11/182, Sr.; Cookie Masse set S §-11/211, dr 
Scott McAlister, P, 6-3/217, Sr.; Jonathan Perry, 
oe 6-3/234, Jr; Tommy Thigpen, LB, 6-2/221, 


‘thee relurnees: Ethan Albright, TE, Jr.; Eric 
Blount, WR, Sr.; J.R. Boldin, NG, Jr.; Curt Brown, 
OT, Jr; Chuckie Burnette, OB, drs Randall Felton, 
WR, Jr Randy Jordan, TB, Jr. (RS/ medical): 
Austin Robbins, DT, Soph.; Thomas Smith, CB, Jr. 
amet William Henderson, FB, Fr. (RS); 
Mike Thomas, OB, Fr. 
Schedule: Cincinnati, Sept. 14; at ate , Sept. 21; at 
North Carolina State, Sept. 28; William & Mary, 
Oct. 5; Wake Forest, Oct. 12; at Vir inia, Oct. 19:4 at 
Georgia Tech, Oct. 26; ‘Maryland, Ov. 2: Clemson, 
Nov. 9; South Carolina, Nov. 16; Duke, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Tar Heels. 
Site: Chapel Hill, N.C. 


Outlook: The Tar Heels posted their 
first winning season in four years, turn- 
ing down an Independence Bow! bid be- 
cause of a conflict with exams. This 
year, North Carolina has the talent to 
play on New Year’s Day. 

Offensive strengths: Bruising Natrone 
Means and speedy Randy Jordan are 
perfect complements at tailback. Corey 
Holliday and Randall Felton head a tal- 
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Pos. 
WR 
WR 

TE 


SECOND TEAM ic 


OFFENSE 


Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
BOBBY RODRIGUEZ, Georgia Tech 6-0/174 Jr. 
EMMETT MERCHANT, Ga. Tech 6-0/183 Sr. 
JOHN HENRY MILLS, Wake Forest 6-1/220 Jr. 
BRUCE BRATTON, Clemson 6-5/265 Sr. 
SCOTT ADELL, North CarolinaSt. 6-4/279 Sr. 
CURTIS WHITLEY, Clemson 6-1/260 Sr. 
MARK DIXON, Virginia 6-4/277 Soph. 
PETE PETROFF, Duke 6-3/285 Sr. 
MATT BLUNDIN, Virginia 6-7/232 Sr. 
WILLIAM BELL, Georgia Tech §-11/203 Jr. 
NATRONE MEANS, North Carolina 5-10/227 Soph. 
DEFENSE 
Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
ROB BODINE, Clemson 6-1/245 Sr. 
MARVIN MITCHELL, Wake Forest 6-6/300 Sr. 
ROY BARKER, North Carolina 6-4/285 Sr. 
ERIC GASH, North Carolina 6-2/223 Sr. 
ASHLEY SHEPPARD, Clemson 6-5/235 Jr. 
TYLERLAWRENCE,N.C.State  6-3/224 Soph. 
TOMMY THIGPEN, North Carolina 6-2/221 Jr. 
ERIC GETER, Clemson 5-11/191 Jr. 
QUINTON McCRACKEN, Duke 5-8/175 Sr. 
ERWIN SAMPSON, Duke 5-11/180 Sr. 
TYRONE LEWIS, Virginia 5-10/194 Sr. 
SPECIALISTS 

Name, School HL/Wt Class 
DAN DeARMAS, Maryland 5-10/199 Sr. 
DAN DeARMAS, Maryland 5-10/199 Sr. 


ented receiving corps. 

Offensive weaknesses: Chuckie Bur- 
nette won the starting quarterback job 
over Todd Burnett in the spring, but has 
yet to put up the kind of numbers war- 
ranted by a brilliant prep career. 
Defensive strengths: In Dwight Hollier 
and Tommy Thigpen, the Tar Heels 
have a pair of inside, linebackers who 
are the envy of most teams in the 
ACC—maybe even Clemson. Eric Gash 
and Jonathan Perry on the outside are 
in the same category. 

Defensive weaknesses: Relatively 
speaking, the secondary is the weak 
link. North Carolina might have had the 
ACC’s best pass rush, but it still yielded 
2,271 yards passing and a league-high 14 
touchdowns. 

Special teams: Scott McAlister, who 
played second fiddle to Clemson’s Chris 
Gardocki the last two years, has tre- 
mendous hang time to go with a 43.5- 
yard average in '90. Clint Gwaltney led 
the ACC with 21 field goals. 

Key to success: Developing a passing at- 
tack to complement a promising run- 
ning game. 

Sure sign of trouble: If injuries, which 
hampered the team in ’90, sideline or 
reduce the effectiveness of several key 
players. 

Coach Mack Brown says: “I'd rather be 
the underdog and have a dominant 
team, but that doesn’t happen much. 
You don’t want people snickering at 
you. This team is not talking about, 
‘Can we win?’ We're talking about what 
levels we can reach.” 


N.C. STATE 


Coach: Dick Sheridan (34-23-2, 5 years; 103-46-4 
overall, 13 years). 
1990 record: 7-5 (beat Southern Mississippi in All 
American Bowl). ACC: 3-4/6th. 
Key losses: Elijah Austin, DT; Jesse Campbell, S; 
Charlie Cobb, C; Corey Edmond, LB; Joe Johnson, 
CB; Mike Jones, DT; Bobby Jurgens, FL; Preston 
Poag, P; Rich Pokrant, 0G; Fernandus Vinson, S. 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Charles Davenport, 
SE, 6-4/206, Sr.; Gary Downs, TB, 6-0/ 195, Soph.; 
Mark Fowble, K, 5-8/ 158, Sr.; Mike Gee, G, 6-4/ 
275, Jr. (moved from OT); Todd Harrison, TE, 6- 
4/250, Sr.; Clyde Hawley, G, 6-3/285, Sr.; Terry 
Jordan, QB, 6- 1/192, ur.; Se Manior, FB, 6-0/ 
244, Jr.; Scott Woods, T, 6-3/283, Soph. Defense 
(5): Billy Ray Haynes, LB, 5-11/222, Sr.; Tyler 
Lawrence, LB, 6-3/224, Soph.; Ricky Logo, MG, 5- 
11/274, Jr.; David Merritt, LB, 6-1/227, Jr; Se- 
bastian Savage, CB, 5-11/ 188, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Scott Adell, OT, Sr. (RS/medi- 
cal); John Akins, DT, Soph.; Anthony Barbour, TB, 
dr. (RS/medical); Wade Burton, CB, Sr.; Ray 
Frost, LB, Sr.; Ledel George, FB, Soph.; Ray Griffis, 
FL, Soph. (RS/medical); Damon Hartman, K, Sr.; 
Clayton Henry, LB, Sr.; Marc Hubble, 0G, Jr.; Keith 
Johnson, S, Sr.; Tim Kilpatrick, P, Jr.; Reggie Law- 
rence, FL, Jr.; Tom Muse, P, Jr.; Mike Reid, S, Soph. 
(RS/medical); Aubrey Shaw, TB, Jr.; Mark 
Thomas, DT, Sr.; Ricky Turner, S, Jr. (moved from 
oo 5 ioe Ward, C, Soph.; Dewayne Washington, 
, Soph, 
Top newcomers: Geoff Bender, QB, Fr. (RS); Eddie 
Goines, FL, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule; Virginia Tech, Sept. 7; Kent, Sept. 14; at 
Wake Forest, Sept. 21; North Carolina, Sept. 28; 
Georgia Tech, Oct. 5; Marshall, Oct. 19; at Clem- 
son, Oct. 26; at South Carolina, Nov. 2; Virginia, 
Nov. 9; at Duke, Nov. 16; Maryland, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Wolfpack. 
Site; Raleigh, N.C. 


Outlook: If the Wolfpack can bottle 
some of the offensive might it showed 
in its All American Bowl victory over 
Southern Mississippi, it could make a 
fourth straight bowl trip. 

Offensive strengths: Terry Jordan 
didn’t win the starting job for good until 
midseason, but he completed 56.4 per- 
cent of his passes. Look for tight end 
Todd Harrison to become more in- 
volved in the offense. 

Offensive weaknesses: N.C. State was 
the only ACC team whose fullback 
(Greg Manior) was its leading rusher. 
The Wolfpack needs to settle on a de- 
pendable tailback and get more protec- 
tion from the line. 

Defensive strengths: The Wolfpack is so 
laden with talented inside linebackers 
that Clayton Henry was able to move to 
the outside. That enabled Mark Thomas 
to move to tackle. 

Defensive weaknesses: Standout Jesse 
Campbell passed up his final year of eli- 
gibility to apply for the NFL draft, leav- 
ing N.C. State with only one returning 
starter, Sebastian Savage, from what 
was arguably the ACC’s best unit. 
Special teams: Three punters had as 
many as 12 attempts in 1990, with Tim 
Kilpatrick the most successful of the 
returnees. Although his nine field goals 
ranked eighth in the ACC, Damon Hart- 
man has good range. 

Key to success: Tailback Anthony Bar- 
bour, who missed the 1990 season witha 
hamstring injury, must be healthy if 
the Wolfpack wishes to continue its 
aerial acrobatics. 

Sure sign of trouble: N.C. State likes 


Leader of the Pack: Terry Jordan didn’t win the starting quarterback job for good until 
midseason last year, but he proved he earned it by completing 56.4 percent of his passes. 
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Mike Reid and converted receiver 
Ricky Turner, but if the Wolfpack’s sec- 
ondary doesn’t mature quickly, it could 
put the offense in a lot of holes. 

Coach Dick Sheridan says: ‘Every year, 
people downgrade our recruiting 
classes. Then, when it comes time to 
play, they start talking about what 
great athletes we have. I think this is 
probably our biggest rebuilding job 
since we've been here.” 


\6/oune 


Coach: Barry Wilson (4-7, 1 year). 

1990 record: 4-7. ACC: 1-6/7th. 

Key losses: Tom Corpus, LB; Al Hagaman, OT; 
Bee Highsmith, OG; Chip Nitowski, OT; Billy Ray, 


Starters returning: Offense (8): Stuart Albright, C, 6- 
2/260, Sr.; Chris Brown, FB, 6- 1/225, Sr.; Randy 
Cuthbert, TB, 6-3/220, Sr.; Randy Gardner, K, 5- 
11/190, Jr.; Walter Jones, WR, 5-11/190, Sr.: 
Marc Mays, WR, 6- 1/180, Sr.; Pete Petroff, G, 6- 
3/285, Sr.; Aaron Shaw, TE, 6-3/215, Sr. Defense 
(10): Mark Allen, LB, 6- 1/225, Sr.; Preston An- 
derson, T, 6-4/265, Sr.; Derrick Jackson, S, 6-3/ 
195, Sr.; Duane Marks, LB, 6-5/235, Jr.; Quinton 
McCracken, CB, 5-8/175, Sr.; Erwin Sampson, S, 
5-11/180, Sr.; Geoff Smith, T, 6-5/265, Soph.; 
Wyatt Smith, CB, 5- 10/175, Sr.; Darrell Is, LB, 
6- 1/210, Jr.; Scott Yournans, NG, 5- 11/255, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Steve Alderfer, C, Jr.; Brad 
Breedlove, WR, Jr.; Dave Brown, QB, Sr.; Tim 
Davis, P, Sr.; Keith DuBose, CB, Jr.; Marcus Dyer, 
FB, Sr.; Keith Ewell, WR, Sr. (RS); Jon Jensen, QB, 
Soph.; Kurt Ligos, LB, Sr.; Brad Sherrod, LB, Jr.; 
Chris Treston, LB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Louis Clyburn, DL, Soph. (RS/ 
medical); P.J. Melnik, LB, Jr. (RS/medical); War- 
ren Scoville, DT, Jr. 

Schedule: At South Carolina, Sept. 7; Rutgers, Sept. 
14; Colgate, Sept. 21; at Virginia, Sept. 28; Van- 
derbilt, Oct, 5; at Maryland, Oct. 26; Georgia Tech, 
Nov. 2; at Wake Forest, Nov. 9; North Carolina 
State, Nov. 16; at North Carolina, Nov, 23; Clemson 
(at en Nov. 30, 

Nickname: Blue Devils. 

Site; Durham, N.C. 


Outlook: Much of the offensive fire- 
power remains from the team that won 
the ACC co-championship in 1989, so 
there is no reason the Blue Devils can’t 
improve on their poor conference 
record of a year ago. 

Offensive strengths: The Blue Devils 
have a deep, talented receiving corps 
headed by Marc Mays and Walter 
Jones. Quarterback Dave Brown 
should benefit from the security of not 
having to battle for the starting job. 
Offensive weaknesses: This is an of- 
fense that failed to score in three ACC 
games, including two shutouts and a 26- 
7 loss to Clemson in which its only 
touchdown was on a kickoff return. 
Duke also must replace three linemen. 
Defensive strengths: Although their 
record fell from 8-4 to 4-7, the Blue Dev- 
ils yielded 30 fewer yards per game. 
Most of that was attributable to the 
league’s No. l-ranked pass defense, 
which returns intact. 

Defensive weaknesses: Despite the 
overall improvement, Duke ranked 
seventh in the ACC in total defense and 


rushing defense and gave up 59 points to 


Virginia and 48 to Georgia Tech. 

Special teams: Randy Gardner hit 10 of 
13 field-goal attempts but ranked last 
among ACC punters for the second year 
in a row with a 36.4-yard average. 


Key to success: Randy Cuthbert, who § 


underwent surgery on both knees after 
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last season, needs to regain his 1989 ‘a Sea 


form, which produced 1,023 yards rush- J 


ing. He slipped to 595 yards in 90. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Dave Brown suf- 
fers an injury, Coach Barry Wilson is 
concerned about the backup quarter- 


Continued 
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back situation. 

| Coach Barry Wilson says: “We have five 
| kids, potential starters, who are in their 
| fifth year, which is a real plus for Duke, 
which has not redshirted in the custom- 
ary fashion. I think it speaks well for 
the program, that these kids would 
want to come back after a 4-7 season.” 


MARYLAND 


Coach: Joe Krivak { 18-25-2, 4 years). 

1990 record: 6-5-1 (tied Louisiana Tech in 
prises Eater Independence Bowl). ACC: 4- 
Key losses; Jack Bradford, DE; Bret Boehly, TE; Karl 
Edwards, DE; Rick Fleece, NG; Michael Hollis, CB; 
O'Neil Glenn, OT; Barry Johnson, WR; Clarence 
Jones, OT; Ken Oberle, 0G; Glenn Page, LB; Scott 
Whittier, LB; Scott Zolak, QB. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Kevin Arline, G, 6-1/ 
265, Jr.; Troy Jackson, RB, 5-9/199, Sr.; Mitch 
pe C, 6-4/265, Sr.; Ron Staffileno, G, 6-2/ 
257, Jr.; Gene Thomas, WR, 6-0/ 180, Sr,; Frank 
Wycheck, FB/HB, 6-2/214, Soph. Oetense (6): 
Greg Hines, E, 6- 1/232, Sr.; Ron Reagan, S, 5-11/ 
184, Jr.; Scott Rosen, €B, 6-0/184, Sr.; Mike 
Thomas, S, 5-9/177, Sr.; Larry Webster, T, 6-5/ 
275, Sr.; Lubo Zizakovic, T, 6-7/256, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Dan DeArmas, K/P, Sr.; Darren 
Drozdov, NG, Jr. (RS/medical); Steve Ingram, OT, 
Soph.; Mike Jarmolowich, LB, Jr.; Mark Mason, TB, 
Soph.; Jim Sandwisch, QB, Sr.; Brett Stevenson, 
TE, Jr.; Mark Sturdivant, DE, Soph. 

Top newcomers: John Kaleo, QB, Jr. (JC); Larry 
Washington, RB, Fr: 

Schedule: Virginia, Sept. 7; Syracuse, Sept. 14; 
West Virginia, Sept. 21; at Pittsburgh, Oct. 5; at 
Georgia Tech, Oct. 12; at Wake Forest, Oct. 19; 
Duke, Oct. 26; at North Carolina, Nov. 2; Penn 
State, Nov. 9; at Clemson, Nov. 16; at North Carol- 
ina State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Terrapins. 

Site: College Park, Md. 


Outlook: Nobody in the ACC plays a 
tougher non-conference schedule than 
Maryland. It was only fair that Coach 
Joe Krivak got a new four-year con- 
tract because the Terps will be fortu- 
nate to duplicate last year’s 6-5-1 
record. 

Offensive strengths: Frank Wycheck is 
coming off a freshman year in which he 
caught a school-record 58 passes de- 
spite missing two games. Don't be mis- 
led by the Terrapins’ 2.6-yard rushing 
average. Maryland has a stable of 
young, talented backs. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Terps will 
have a hard time replacing quarter- 
back Scott Zolak, who passed for an 
ACC-high 2,589 yards in 1990. Former 
walk-on Jim Sandwisch was No. lin the 
spring. 

Defensive strengths: Big things are ex- 
} pected from the line, especially from 
Larry Webster and Lubo Zizakovic. 
Defensive weaknesses; The linebacking 
corps has been decimated, with the ca- 
sualties including Nos. 1 and 2 tacklers 
Glenn Page and Scott Whittier. Also 
gone is end Jack Bradford, who led the 
ACC in tackles for losses and sacks. 
Special teams: Dan DeArmas has one 
# more year before turning over kicking 
| duties to his younger brother, Dave, a 
prep All-America. Dan DeArmas had a 
solid year despite an injury to his left 


# Keys to success: Finding a quarterback 
‘| who can get the ball to Wycheck and 


Encore, encore! Maryland’s Frank Wycheck hopes 
a freshman last year when he caught a school-record 58 passes. 
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big-play man Gene Thomas and keep- 
ing the defense off the field. 

Sure sign of trouble: If opponents again 
shred Maryland’s pass defense for 2,180 
yards while completing 54.7 percent of 
their passes. 

Coach Joe Krivak says: “I think the 
(non-conference) schedule is the big 
difference between us and the rest of 
the teams in the league. Most every- 
body else seems to have two gimmes.” 


\8/wake FOREST 


Coach; Bill Dooley (18-24-2, 4 years; 151-114-5 
overall, 24 years). 

1990 3-8. ACC; 0-7/8th. 

Key losses: Phil. Barnhill, QB; Dave Behrmann, K; 
Steve Brown, SE; Robbie Lingerfelt, OG; Mike 
Smith, NG; Mark Williams, C. 

Starters relurning: Offense (7): Steve Ainsworth, G, 
6-4/264, Jr; Gregg Long, WB, 6-2/ 195, Sr.; David 
Lowe, T, 6-7/305, Soph.; John Henry Mills, TE, 6- 
1/220, Jr; Tom Mordica, G, 6-6/257, Jr; Bob 
Niedbala, FB, 5- 10/220, Sr.; Anthony Williams, 
TB, 5- 11/198, Sr. Defense (10): Tryg Brody, T,.6- 
4/272, Sr,; George Coghill, CB, 6- 1/196, Jr.; Aub- 
rey Hollifield, T, 6-4/268, Sr,; Tony Hollis, S, 6-0/ 
198, Sr.; Mike McCrary, E, 6-4/227, Jr.; Maurice 
Miller, E, 6-3/215, Jr.; Diron Reynolds, LB, 6-2/ 
234, Soph.; Lamont Scales, S, 6-2/204, Jr.; Scott 
Shelhamer, LB, 6-1/225, Jr.; Mark Stackhouse, 
CB, 5- 11/170, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Marvin Mitchell, DT, Sr. (RS/ 
knee); Keith West, OB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Maurice Gravely, DB, Fr. (RS); 
Mike Green, K, Fr. 

Schedule: Western Carolina, Sept. 14; North Carol- 
Ina State, Sept. 21; at Northwestern, Sept. 28; 
grees State, Oct. 5; at North Carolina, Oct. 
12; Maryland, Oct. 19; at Virginia, Oct. 26; at 
Clemson, Nov. 2; Duke, Nov. 9; at Georgia Tech, 
Nov. 16; at Navy, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Demon Deacons. 

Site: Winston-Salem, N.C. 


Outlook: Wake Forest has lost 12 
straight ACC games, so it is only rea- 
sonable to pick the Deacons for last 
place. Wake Forest lost its last five con- 
ference games by an average of 30 
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points. 

Offensive strengths: Anthony Williams 
led the ACC in all-purpose yards. John 
Henry Mills, who had 46 receptions last 
year, has a bright future. 

Offensive weaknesses: Keith West is 
largely unproven, although he passed 
for 229 yards and three touchdowns in 
the Deacons’ season-ending win at Van- 
derbilt. The best blocker, Robbie Lin- 
gerfelt, is gone. 

Defensive strengths: George Coghill, 
who also plays on Wake Forest's base- 
ball team, grabbed four interceptions 
and registered a team-high 50 una- 
ssisted tackles in 1990. Tryg Brody 
ranked second in the ACC in tackles for 
losses last year with 15. 

Defensive weaknesses: Wake Forest 
ranked last in the ACC in total defense 
by an average of nearly 35 yards per 
game, so improvement is needed in all 
areas. Opponents completed a league- 
high 58.4 percent of their passes. 
Special teams: Coach Bill Dooley hopes 
that 1990 recruit Mike Green can be as 
accurate as Dave Behrmann, who was 
10 for 11 on field goals in 1990. 

Key to success: If big Marvin Mitchell, 
who missed the 1990 season with a knee 
injury, returns and gives the Deacons 
something they have lacked, an impact 
player on the defensive line. 

Sure sign of trouble: Anything happen- 
ing to West. Unlike last year, when 
West was available to spell Phil Barn- 
hill, there is no depth at quarterback. 
Depth, in general, has been a problem 
for Dooley since his arrival at Wake 
Forest in 1987. 

Coach Bill Dooley says: “I think our 
depth is better than what it has been; at 
some positions we’re in pretty good 
shape, but we still have to look to our in- 
coming freshman class for many of our 
backups.” @ 


Ascending: North Carolina. The Tar 
Heels, the frequent butt of jokes after 
1-10 records in Coach Mack Brown’s 
first two seasons, improved to 6-4-1 in 
1990 and have boasted the league’s 
top-ranked recruiting classes for two 
years. 

Descending: Virgin- 
ia. After winning 
its first seven 
games in 1990, Vir- 
ginia lost four of its 
last five. Now the 
Cavaliers must re- 
place ACC Player 
of the Year Shawn 
Moore at quarter- 
back and All- 
America wide re- 
ceiver Herman 
Moore. 

Nightmare sched- 
ule: Maryland. In 1990, Maryland’s 
non-conference schedule consisted of 
Virginia Tech, West Virginia, Mich- 
igan and Penn State. They beat those 
first two opponents, but this year the 
Terrapins won't face one of them 
(Virginia Tech). Also gone from the 
schedule is Michigan, while Pitts- 
burgh and Syracuse have been added 
to the slate. The Terps will be fortu- 
nate to win half of their non- 
conference games again. 

Dream schedule; North Carolina. The 
Tar Heels continue to get better, but 
their schedule hasn’t kept pace. The 
foursome of Cincinnati, Army, Wil- 
liam & Mary and South Carolina is a 
joke for a program with big-time aspi- 
rations. 

Best matchup of the year: Georgia 
Tech at Clemson, September 28. After 
falling to Georgia Tech, 21-19, last sea- 
son, the Tigers will be lying in wait for 
the Yellow Jackets. 

Worst matchup of the year: Western 
Carolina at Wake Forest, September 
14. In its two games against ACC 
teams in 1990, Western Carolina was 
drubbed by North Carolina State, 67-0, 
and Duke, 49-18. At one point last sea- 
son, Wake Forest yielded 244 points 
during a six-game losing streak. 
Shocker of the year: Duke over Geor- 
gia Tech, November 2, at Durham. 
The Blue Devils would be rated higher 
if Steve Spurrier had not left for 
. Florida. That’s unfair to Coach Barry 
Wilson, in his second year as Spur- 
rier’s successor. 

Bowl bound: Clemson will try to make 
it six straight bow] victories in its sev- 
enth consecutive postseason appear- 
ance. Georgia Tech will make only its 
third trip since 1978, while North 
Carolina will go for the first time 
since 1986. N.C. State and Virginia, 
with seven home games apiece, could 
give the ACC five bowl teams for the 
* second year inarow. 

Biggest shoes to fill: The quarterback 


shoes at Maryland. The Terrapins 
have nobody with extensive game ex- 
perience as they attempt to replace 
Scott Zolak, who passed for more than 
2,500 yards in 1990. 


ng defensive back: 

Ken Swiling, anid age 
“Bast kicking game: 
North Carolina Fi. 


Kirby, Virginia, 927 -yds,/game 
Heim shear Saarinen oes Te 
r wn Jones, ; 
133.6 rating pts, (245 att., 42 ‘comp., 2008 ! 
yds., 13 TDs). ; titeess 
Total offense: hawn Jones, Georg x 
207.7 yds./game (277 yds. rushing P00 yes 
passing, 2285 total yds.), cH 
- Receiving: Frank Wycheck, Maryland, 6.4 rec,/ 
game (58rec.,509 yds., 1TD,8.8avg.). 
Scoring: Clint Gwaltney, North Carolina, 7.7 
pts./game (0 ist 22 nae FGs, 85 pts.). 
Punting: Scott McAlister, North: Carolina ABS 
avg. (79 punts, 3493 yds.). 
Punt returns: George coaiiye Wake Forest, 145 
oat (19 att., 275 yds., 1TD). 
Kickoff returns: Anthony Williams, Wake For- 
“est, SS» (29 att., 740 yds., OTDs). 
Field goals: Clint Gwaltney, North Carolina, 1.9. 
‘FG/game (21/27 FGs, 78%). 
: Ken. Swilling, Georgia Tech, 0.6 
int. /game (Sint., ees — 


nig. 


Avoid at all costs: Foes will likely 
kick away from Wake Forest's 
dangerous Anthony Williams. 
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SCOUTING THE ATLANTIC COAST 


Most underrated player: Jerrelle Wil- 
liams, LB, Georgia Tech. This inside 
linebacker has 290 tackles over the 
last two years but has not made first- 
or second-team All-ACC. That should 
change in 1991. 


Impact newcomers: 
Rod Adams, LB, 
Clemson, Fr. (RS); 
Mike Frederick, 
DE, Virginia, Fr. 
(RS); Maurice 
Gravely, DB, Wake 
Forest, Fr. (RS); 
Darnell Stephens, 
DB, Clemson, Fr.; 
Mike Thomas, QB, 
North Carolina, 
Fr.; Larry Wash- 
ington, RB, Mary- 
land, Fr. 

Coach of the year: 
Ken Hatfield, Clemson. Hatfield made 
the best of a tough situation in 1990, 
taking the Tigers to a 10-2 record and 
victories in their last five games. De- 
spite some significant losses, Clemson 
has the horses to win its first ACC title 
since 1988. 


Coach on the hot seat: Bill Dooley, 


Wake Forest. After a pair of winning 
seasons in Dooley’s first two seasons, 
Wake Forest has gone 2-8-1 ‘and 3-8, 
with 12 consecutive ACC losses. 
Dooley may choose to retire if the sit- 
uation doesn’t improve. 
Best bets: North Carolina won’t skip a 
beat if either of its two quarterbacks, 
Chuckie Burnette or Todd Burnett, is 
injured. ... Wake Forest will break 
the conference record of 17 consecu- 
tive ACC losses, set by Virginia from 
1958-61... . The ACC will equal its 1990 
non-conference winning percentage 
of .770, which was first among Divi- 
sion I-A conferences. Four teams 
have seven home games (Clemson, 
North Carolina, N.C. State and Virgin- 
ia), while Georgia Tech has six. ... 
Clemson will post its 15th straight 
winning record... . Georgia Tech and 
Clemson will win their bowl games, 
assuming they’re invited. The two 
schools rank 1-2 in Division I-A in bowl 
winning percentage among teams 
playing in 15 games or more. Georgia 
Tech is first at .667, followed by 
Clemson and Southern California at 
.647. 
Odds and ends: For the fourth time in 
eight years, the ACC has no new head 
coaches. Over the 15-year period from 
1969-83, there was a new coach in 14 
seasons. ... Duke agreed to give up 
its home game with Clemson in order 
to play the Tigers in Tokyo on No- 
vember 30. Both teams have been 
guaranteed $300,000. .. . The ACC set 
records in 1990 for teams with win- 
ning records (six) and teams in bowl 
games (five). 

—DOUG DOUGHTY 
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Will Big East football become the Big Bad East? 


By CHUCK FINDER 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette 


football conference pushed and 
gemm@ shoved its way into existence last 
New Year’s Day. Only this baby might 
have a bad disposition. 

On January 1, 1991, the Miami Hurri- 
canes became the first football team to 
#3 «wear the conference logo when they 

played Texas at the Mobil Cotton Bowl. 
The Hurricanes promptly went out and 
got penalized 16 times for 202 yards and 
earned the wrath ofa nationwide televi- 
sion audience by playing rough with the 
Longhorns. 

Welcome to the Big Bad East? 

The conference that brought you 
body-slamming basketball and George- 
town’s Hoya Destroyas in the mid-1980s 
is now entering the realm of big-time 
college football. Although round-robin 
conference play won’t begin until 1993, 
the eight member schools will play for 
the league title and, possibly, an auto- 
matic bowl bid this year. And don’t be 
= surprised if the style of play on the grid- 

} iron is as rough as it has been on the 
hardwood the last 12 years. 

“You've got teams like Pittsburgh 
and West Virginia and Boston College 
and Miami and Syracuse,” first-year 
Syracuse Coach Paul Pasqualoni said 
in naming all but three Big East teams. 
“These teams are all very physical 
teams and have a tradition and history 
of being physical.” 

Last December, about two months 
after Miami joined the conference, 
members voted to branch out into foot- 
ball. They made it official more than a 
month later when West Virginia, Vir- 
ginia Tech, Temple and Rutgers joined 
the Big East as football-playing mem- 
bers only. 

“We should not take for granted be- 
cause of our exposure in basketball that 
everybody would be familiar with the 
Big East in football,” league Commis- 
sioner Mike Tranghese said. “We told 
our coaches and athletic directors that 
we need to market ourselves and be ag- 
gressive.” 

But as aggressive as the Hurricanes 
were in bopping Texas? 

“They weren't a (full) football confer- 
ence member at the time, though,” 
Tranghese said, jokingly but diplomati- 
cally. “So, I didn’t have to deal with it.” 

Let the (physical) games begin. 


MIAMI (FLA.) 


Coach: Dennis Erickson (21-3, 2 years; 71-34-1 
overall, 9 years). 

Mar dane 10-2 (beat Texas in Mobil Cotton 

wl). 

ay ene Robert Bailey, CB; Wesley Carroll, WR; 
Rob Chudzinski, TE; Luis Cristobal, 0G; Maurice 
Crum, LB; Shane Curry, DT; Craig Erickson, OB; 
Darren Handy, C; Randal Hill, WR; Russell Mary- 
land, DT; Roland Smith, CB; Mike Sullivan, OT. 


‘ ike a newborn baby, the Big East 


PREDICTIONS 


ORDER OF FIN 
1. MIAMI (FLA.) 
2. SYRACUSE 
3. VIRGINIA TECH 
4. PITTSBURGH 
5. WEST VIRGINIA 
6. TEMPLE 

7. RUTGERS 

8. BOSTON COLLEGE 


Starters returning: Offense (5): Carlos Huerta, K, 5- 

9/186, Sr.; Claude Jones, C, 6-3/285, Sr.; Stephen 

McGuire, FB, 5-11/219, Jr.; Leon Searcy, T, 6-3/ 

290; Sr.; Lamar Thomas, WR, 6-3/ 170, Jr. Defense 

(6): Michael Barrow, LB, 6-1/227, Jr; Anthony 

Hamlet, E, 6-3/248, Sr.; Rusty Medearis, E, 6-3/ 

248, Soph.; Charles Pharms, S, 5-11/190, Sr.; 

Darrin Smith, LB, 6- 1/228, Jr.; Darryl Williams, S, 

6-1/ 190, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Jessie Armstead, LB, Jr. 
missed all but four ‘90 games/knee); Hurlie 
rown, S, Sr.; Mark Caesar, DT, Jr.; Mario Cris- 

tobal, OT, Jr.; Ryan McNeil, CB, Jr.; Eric Miller, DL, 

Sr. (RS/medical); Martin Patton, FB, Soph.; Kipp 

Vicker, DT, Jr.; Kevin Williams, WR, Soph. 

ie Newcomers: Robert Bass, LB, Jr. (JC); Pat 

Riley, DL, Fr.; James Stewart, RB, Fr. 

Schedule: Arkansas (at Little Rock), Aug. 31; 

Houston, Sept. 12; at Tulsa, Sept. 28; Oklahoma 

State, Oct. 5; Penn State, Oct. 12; Long Beach 

State, Oct. 19; at Arizona, Oct. 26; West Virginia, 

Nov. 9; at Florida State, Nov. 16; at Boston College, 

Nov. 23; San Diego State, Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Hurricanes. 

Site: Miami. 


Special delivery: Miami's Stephen McGuire can carry the football and the offense. 


. his kicks land inside the 20-yard line. 
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Outlook: What was it they used to say 
about Oklahoma? They don’t rebuild, 
they reload? The Hurricanes will come 
out firing again in ’91, despite the loss of 
quarterback Craig Erickson and wide 
receivers Randal (Thrill) Hill and Wes- 
ley Carroll. Defensively, Dennis Erick- 
son must replace, among others, tackle 
Russell Maryland, the National Foot- 
ball League’s top draft choice last 
spring. Eight juniors and two seniors 
will step into vacant positions. 
Offensive strengths: Should the new 
quarterback—either junior Gino Tor- 
retta or sophomore Bryan Fortay—fail 
to mesh early with the new receivers, 
fullback Stephen McGuire can carry 
the football and the offense. But 
Miami’s receivers, though largely un- 
known, are not without talent. 
Offensive weaknesses: There are three 
new starters on the line, which must 
give Torretta/Fortay ample time to 
pass and McGuire big enough holes to 
run through. 

Defensive strengths: If Jessie Armstead 
recovers completely from knee sur- 
gery, the Hurricanes could have an out- 
standing linebacking corps. Ends Rusty 
Medearis and Anthony Hamlet will be 
two of the Big East’s best. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Hurricanes 
will have two new cornerbacks, but op- 
posing quarterbacks will have to evade 
the line to take advantage of them. 
Special teams: Place-kicker Carlos 
Huerta is one of college football’s best. 
He has made 80 percent of his career 
field-goal tries and has yet to miss an 
extra-point try (141 straight, an NCAA 
record) with the Hurricanes. Punter 
Paul Snyder’s 36.5-yard average may 
not seem impressive, but few of his 
kicks are returned far, and a quarter of 
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Key to success: The Hurricanes must in- 
tegrate their less experienced players 
into the lineup without them making a 
ton of mistakes. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Torretta or For- 
tay cannot complete at least 50 percent 
of his pass attempts. 

Coach Dennis Erickson says: “We're ex- 
cited about the (Big East). It gives the 
players another thing to shoot for.” 


\2/sYRAGUSE 


Coach: Paul Pasqualoni (first year at Syracuse; 
34-17 overall, 5 years). 

1990 record: 7-4-2 (beat Arizona in Eagle Aloha 
Bowl). 

Kay losses: Mike Bernard, OT; Rob Carpenter, WR; 
Frank Conover, DT; John Flannery, C; Duane Kin- 
non, FB; Brian LeBaron, LB; Gary McCummings, 
0G; Turnell Sims, OT; Rob Thomson, DB. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): John Biskup, K, 5-9/ 
192, Jr.; Andrew Dees, TE, 6-6/258, Sr.; Marvin 
Graves, QB, 6- 1/192, Soph.; Shelby Hill, WR, 6-0/ 
192, Soph.; David Walker, RB, 5-9/211, Jr.; Ter- 
rence Wisdom, T, 6-4/291, Jr. Datense (8): Dan 
Conley, LB, 6-2/228, Soph.; Garland Hawkins, LB, 
6-3/242, Jr.; Dwayne Joseph, DB, 5-10/170, 
Soph; Kevin Mitchell, NG, 6- 1/247, Soph,; George 
Rooks, DT, 6-4/274, Sr.; Tim Sandquist, DB, 6-1/ 
206, Sr.; Greg Walker, DB, 5-8/187, Sr.; Glen 
Young, LB, 6-3/235, Jr. 

Other key returnees; Qadry Ismail, WR, Jr; Mark 
McDonald, QB, Sr.; Tony Montemorra, DB, Sr.; Pat 
O'Neill, K/P, Soph.; Terry Richardson, RB, Soph.; 
Jim Wentworth, DL, Sr.; Jo Jo Wooden, LB, Jr.; Al 
Wooten, FB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Aaron Hunter, OL, Fr. (RS); Karlos 
Jackson, DB, Fr. vate Tony Jones, DB, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Vanderbilt, Sept. 7; at Maryland, Sept. 14; 
Florida, Sept. 21; at Tulane, Sept. 28; at Florida 
State, Oct. 5; East Carolina, Oct. 12; at Pittsburgh, 
Oct. 19; at Rutgers, Oct. 26; Temple, Nov. 2; Boston 
College, Nov. 16; West Virginia, Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Orangemen. 

Site: Syracuse, N.Y. 


Outlook: New Coach Paul Pasqualoni 
has two things working against him: 
He’s a Penn State grad and he’s not as 
bubbly as former coach Dick Mac- 
Pherson. But MacPherson, now the 
head man of the New England Patriots, 
did not leave his former linebackers 
coach with a bare cupboard. 

Offensive strengths: Marvin Graves is 
the perfect player to run the Orange op- 
tion. He became the first freshman 
quarterback to become a regular 
starter at Syracuse since the reinstate- 
ment of freshman eligibility in 1972 and 
should be even better as a sophomore. 
Offensive weaknesses: Four of five line- 
men have departed since the end of last 
season. Pasqualoni aiso must find a 
fullback and a receiver to replace de- 
parted star Rob Carpenter. 

Defensive strengths: The secondary and 
pass rush should carry Syracuse a long 
way. Linebacker Dan Conley and tackle 
George Rooks will be two of the new 
league’s top defensive players. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Orange al- 
lowed more than 390 total yards in five 
games last year—and a lot of big plays. 
Special teams: MacPherson’s teams al- 
ways played solidly here, but Syracuse 
slipped some last year. Four different 
punters averaged just 34.8 yards per 
kick, and the Orangemen averaged 
only 19 yards per kickoff return. 

Keys to success: Developing an offen- 
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No hokey Hokie: The Virginia Tech offense is controlled by lefthanded quarterback Will 


Furrer, who proved last year that he’s the real thing. 
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Sive line that will allow the Orangemen 
to control the ball for 314% minutes 


again. 


Sure sign of trouble: If Graves is flat on 
his back and the running game fails to 


muster 150 yards a game. 


Coach Paul Pasqualoni says: “We’ve got 
some concerns on the offensive line. 
We've got to find a fullback, a wide re- 
ceiver, a defensive lineman, an outside 
linebacker. We’ve got some genuine 


concerns.” 


\3/vinginia TECH 


Coach: Frank Beamer (17-26-1, 4 years; 59-49-3 
overall, 10 years). 

1990 record; 6-5. 

Key losses: Al Chamblee, DE; Nick Cullen, SE; 
Darwin Herdman, LB; Archie Hopkins, LB; Glenn 
Watts, 0G; Jimmy Whitten, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (10): William Boatwright, 
G, 6-2/303, Sr.; Phil Bryant, FB, 5-9/245, Sr.; 
Se Hee Chung, T, 6-5/286, Sr.; Greg Daniels, TE, 
6-2/238, Sr.; Will Furrer, QB, 6-3/207, Sr.; 
Vaughn Hebron, TB, 5-9/ 184, Jr.; Marcus Mickel, 
FL, 5-10/ 187, Sr.; Jim Pyne, C, 6-2/255, Soph.; 
Mickey Thomas, K, 6-0/204, Jr.; Marc Verniel, T, 
6-6/274, Jr. Defense 7}: Melendez Byrd, LB, 6-0/ 
225, Jr.; Bryan Campbell, T, 6-0/270, Sr.; Tyronne 
Drakeford, CB, 5- 10/175, Soph.; Greg Lassiter, 
CB, 5- 10/181, Jr.; Rusty Pendleton, LB, 6-2/224, 
Jr.; Jerome Preston, T, 6-5/283, Jr.; Damien Rus- 
sell, S, 6-2/204, Sr. 
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Other key returness: Bo Campbell, SE, Jr; John 
Granby, CB, Sr. (RS/jaw); Stephan Holloway, DT, . 
Jr; Chris Holt, OT, Jr; Tony Kennedy, TB, Jr; Todd 
Meade, OG, Sr.; Anthony Pack, DE, Sr.; P.J. 
Preston, LB, Soph.; Mark Scott, LB, Sr.; Brian Wil- 
liams, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); David Wimmer, DE, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Ken Brown, LB, Fr.; Joel Chapman, 
DT, Fr.; Hank Coleman, LB, Fr.; Maurice DeShazo, 


QB, Fr. (RS); Stacy Henley, CB, Fr. (RS); Law- _ 


rence Lewis, LB, Fr Ben Scott, LB, Fr.; Billy 
Swarm, DE, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: James Madison, Aug. 31; at North Caro- 


lina State, Sept. 7; at South Carolina, Sept. 21; at 
Oklahoma, Sept: 28; at West Virginia, Oct. 5; — 


Florida State (at Orlando, Fla.), Oct. 12; Cin-~ 
cinnati, Oct. 19; Louisville, Oct. 26; Akron, Nov. 9; 
East Carolina, Nov. 16; at Virginia, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Hokies. 

Site: Blacksburg, Va. 


Outlook: The Hokies ended their 1990 
season with a flourish by beating three 
bowl-bound teams (Southern Mis- 
sissippi, North Carolina State and Vir- 
ginia) and losing narrowly, 6-3, to even- 
tual national champion Georgia Tech in 
Atlanta. And most of last year’s 
starters are back. 

Offensive strengths: Southpaw quarter- 
back Will Furrer makes the Hokies’ of- 
fense purr from behind a solid line. 


Continued 


73 


Rk 


CI) 
ISIO! 
Hewett 


Tt 
is) 


- 


“2 


wi 
Vi. 


5 


Ae! 


__PRESEASON ALL-BIG EAST TEAM 
PLAYERS OF THE YEAR = 


DIVISION I-A 


Name, School ~HL/WL 


Class ; HL/WI. 
WR_ LAMAR THOMAS, Miami 6-3/170 Jr. WR MARCUS MICKEL, Virginia Tech 5- 10/187 Sr. 
WR OLANDA TRUITT, Pittsburgh 6-1/190 Jr. WR SHELBY HILL, Syracuse 6-0/192 Soph 
TE MARK CHMURA, Boston College 6-6/237 Sr. TE GEORGE DEVENEY, Temple 6-4/230 Sr. 
T EUGENE CHUNG, VirginiaTech  6-5/286 Sr. T TERRENCE WISDOM, Syracuse 6-4/291 dr. 
T LEON SEARCY, Miami 6-3/290 Sr. T JOHN RAY, West Virginia 6- 10/320 Sr. 
C CLAUDE JONES, Miami 6-3/285 Sr. C CHRIS SESTILI, Pittsburgh 6-3/255 Jr. 
Alex G BRIAN KRULIKOWSKI, Temple  6-4/280 Sr. G WILLIAM BOATWRIGHT, Va. Tech 6-2/303 Sr. 
verbal G JEFF CHRISTY, Pittsburgh 6-2/265 Sr. G BRIAN ERWIN, Temple 6-2/260 Jr. 
Oe eit , QB ALEX VAN PELT, Pittsburgh 6-2/200 Jr. QB WILL FURRER, Virginia Tech 6-3/207 Sr. 
» Pittsburgh RB STEVE McGUIRE, Miami 5-11/219 Jr. AB VAUGHN HEBRON, Va. Tech 5-9/184 dr. 
RB JON JONES, West Virginia 6-3/213 Soph RB DAVID WALKER, Syracuse 5-9/211 Jr. 
Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class Pes. Mame, School 
DL JIM GRAY, West Virginia 6-3/270 Sr. DL SWIFT BURCH, Temple i 
DL KEITHHAMILTON, Pittsburgh  6-7/275 dr. DL SEANGILBERT, Pittsburgh : 
DL GEORGE ROOKS, Syracuse 6-4/274 Sr. DL ANTHONY HAMLET, Miami 6-3/248 Sr. 
LB DARRIN SMITH, Miami 6-1/228 Jr. LB ELNARDOWEBSTER, Rutgers  6-2/246 Sr. 
= = LB DANCONLEY, Syracuse 6-2/228 Soph. LB RICARDO McDONALD, Pittsburgh 6-2/230 Sr. 
LB STEVE GRANT, West Virginia 6-1/225 Sr. LB JASON POHOPEK, Boston College 6-1/214 Jr. 
3 ae LB JESSIE ARMSTEAD, Miami 6-2/213 Jr. LB SANTO STEPHENS, Temple 6-4/220 Sr. 
| ae sh DB DARRELL WHITMORE, W. Virginia 6-2/205 Sr. DB JAY BELLAMY, Rutgers 6-0/174 Soph 
7 f Conley, DB DAMIEN RUSSELL, VirginiaTech 6-2/204 Sr. DB MIKECOLLINS, West Virginia  5-11/190 Soph. 
im ‘8, Syracuse DB DARRYL WILLIAMS, Miami 6-1/190 Jr. DE TONY SCHMITZ, Temple 6-0/190 Sr. 
: a DB HURLIE BROWN, Miami 6-1/203 Sr. DB JOHNGRANBY, VirginiaTech  6-1/198 Sr. 
OFFENSE: Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. = Class Pos. Name, School 
Curtis Martin, RB, Pittsburgh PK CARLOS HUERTA, Miami 5-9/186 Sr. PK SCOTT KAPLAN, Pittsburgh : 
DEFENSE: P TRENT THOMPSON, Temple 6-0/190 Sr. P KEVIN LEON, Pittsburgh 5-11/215 dr. 


BIG EAST 


< 
z 
O 
2 
= 
ra 


Tom Tumulty, LB, Pittsburgh 


Tailbacks Vaughn Hebron and Tony 
Kennedy and wide receiver Marcus 
Mickel also are key contributors. 
Offensive weaknesses: Very few. The 
Hokies will gobble up a lot of yards on 
offense so long as Furrer keeps the in- 
terceptions low (11 last year) and his 
completion percentage high (.584). 
Defensive strengths: Like a good base- 
ball team, Virginia Tech is strong up 
the middle—at tackle, linebacker and 
safety. Standout safety Damien Russell 
is rejoined in the backfield by former 
starting cornerback John Granby, who 
missed last season with a broken jaw. 
Defensive weaknesses: Both starting 
ends and outside linebackers from last 
year are gone. Tech’s top two tacklers 
in 1990, linebacker Archie Hopkins and 
end Jimmy Whitten, will be missed. 
Special teams: The place-kicking duties 
again will be handled by Mickey 
Thomas, but a new punter must be 
found. Mickel averaged almost 12 yards 
per punt return and 19 yards on kickoff 
returns last season. ; 

Key to success: Overcoming a schedule 
only a masochist could love. The Hokies 
must play games away from home 
against North Carolina State, South 
Carolina, Oklahoma, West Virginia, 
Florida State and Virginia. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Hokies do not 
win an early road game. 

Coach Frank Beamer says: “I don’t 
think any college team in the United 
States will play five consecutive road 
games against the caliber of teams we 


play.” 
74 


\@/ PITTSBURGH 


Coach: Paul Hackett (4-7-1, 1 year). 
1990 record: 3-7-1. 
Key losses: Brian Greenfield, P; Craig Gob, LB; Mark 
Gunn, DE; Doug Hetzler, S; Curvin Richards, TB; 
Louis Riddick, S; Marcus Washington, CB; Prentiss 
Wright, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense {11}: Jeff Christy, G, 6-2/ 
265, Sr.; Glenn Deveaux, TB, 5- 11/190, Sr.; Dar- 
nell Dickerson, QB/SE, 6-4/200, Sr.; Gary Gor- 
ajewski, G, 6-4/270, Jr.; Scott Kaplan, K, 6- 1/ 180, 
dr.; Mike LiVorio, T, 6-5/270, Jr.; Scott Miller, T, 
§-5/270, Sr.; Eric Seaman, TE, 6-4/245, Sr.; Chris 
Sestili, C, 6-3/255, Jr.; Olanda Truitt, WR, 6-1/ 
190, Jr; Alex Van Pelt, QB, 6-2/200, Jr. Defense 
{5}; Sean Gilbert, £, 6-6/300, Jr.; Keith Hamilton, 

, 6-7/275, Jr; Ricardo Harris, CB, 5- 11/170, 

Soph.; Ricardo McDonald, LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Heath 
Snell, LB, 6-3/205, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Jeff Esters, DL, Jr. (RS/hand); 
Steve Israel, DB, Sr; Vernon Lewis, DB, Jr.; Barry 
Threats, DB, Soph.; Ricky Turner, RB, Sr.; Nelson 

~ Walker, LB, Sr. (RS/knee); Charles Williams, LB, 
Soph.; Jermaine Williams, TB, Soph. (RS/ankle). 
Top newcomers: Reuben Brown, DL, Fr. (RS); Rob 
Coons, TE, Jr. (JC); Dietrich Jells, WR, Fr.; Kevin 
Leon, P, Jr. (JC); Curtis Martin, RB, Fr.; Tom Tu- 
multy, LB, Fr. 
Schedule: At West Virginia, Aug. 31; Southern 
Mississippi, Sept. 7; Temple, Sept. 14; at Min- 
nesota, Sept. 28; Maryland, Oct. 5; at Notre Dame, 
Oct. 12; Syracuse, Oct. 19; at East Carolina, Oct. 
26; at Boston College, Nov. 2; Rutgers, Nov. 9; 
Penn State, Nov. 28. 
Nickname: Panthers. 
Site: Pittsburgh. 


Outlook: Panther fans were quivering 
with anticipation of the ’91 season after 
a bountiful recruiting class, 11 offen- 
sive starters and 18 returning redshirt 
players proved to be hearty reasons for 
optimism. But after the early defection 
of tailback Curvin Richards to the NFL 
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and the academic suspension of the re- 
ceiving corps last spring, those quivers 
have turned to shivers. 

Offensive strengths: Quarterback Alex 
Van Pelt continues his assault on Dan 
Marino's school records and has his en- 
tire offensive line back to help him. Van 
Pelt was sacked just six times and 
threw 14 touchdown passes a year ago. 
Offensive weaknesses: Richards’ depar- 
ture has left a huge hole in the back- 
field. If Pitt can’t generate a running 
game without him, Van Pelt will be 
pelted more than six times in 1991. 
Defensive strengths: Defensive ends 
Keith Hamilton and Sean Gilbert and 
outside linebackers Ricardo McDonald 
and Nelson Walker supply the bite to 
the Panthers’ defense. 

Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
was leaky at times in 1990 and must be 
retooled. Pitt also lacks impact players 
at noseguard and inside linebacker. 
Special teams: It’s hard to say who the 
Panthers will miss most: Special teams 
coach Scott O’Brien, who left last 
spring to take a job with the Cleveland 
Browns, or All-America punter Brian 
Greenfield, who averaged 45.6 yards a 
kick last year. Neither will be easily re- 
placed. 

Keys to success: Developing a running 
game and finding inside linebackers 
who won't get pushed around. Early- 
season success against West Virginia 
and Southern Mississippi would restore 
lost confidence. 

Coach Paul Hackett says: “We do not 
have a main man. We're going to havea 


group that, regardless of who's playing, 
they’re going to have to hold up their 
part of the team.” 


\S/iuest VIRGINIA 


Coach: Don Nehlen (81-46-2, 11 years; 134-81-6 
overall, 20 years). 

1990 record: 4-7. 

Key losses: Larry Cook, OG; Theron Ellis, LB; Greg 
Jones, QB; Darrell Mitchell, TE; Rico Tyler, FB; E.J. 
Wheeler, LB; Dale Wolfley, 0G. 

Starters returning: Offense {8}: Michael Beasley, TB, 
5-11/195, Sr.; Rich Braham, T, 6-5/260, Soph.; 
Mike Compton, C, 6-7/289, Jr.; Garrett Ford, TB, 
6-1/223, Jr.; James Jett, WR, 5-10/ 160, Jr.; Jon 
Jones, TB, 6-3/213, Soph.; John Ray, T, 6-10/ 
320, Sr.; Ray Staten, WR, 6-2/ 190, Sr. Defense (8): 
Tarris Alexander, LB, 6-2/223, Jr; Leroy Axem, 
CB, 5-11/170, Jr.; Mike Collins, S, 5-11/190, 
Soph.; Cecil yoaed CB, 5- 10/180, Sr; Steve 
Grant, LB, 6- 1/225, Sr.; Jim Gray, T, 6-3/270, Sr.; 
Gary Tillis, T, 6-4/265, Jr.; Darrell Whitmore, S, 6- 
2/205, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Rick Dolly, DT, Jr.; Boris Gra- 
ham, LB, Jr.; Keith Graley, TE, Sr.; Adrian Murrell, 
TB, Jr; Tommy Orr, CB, Soph.; Darren Studstill, 
QB, Soph.; Lorenzo Styles, 0G, Jr.; Darrick Wiley, 
LB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Jonathan Allen, QB/WR, Fr. (RS); 
Tom Briggs, LB, Jr. (JC); MacAdoo Harrison- 
Dixon, QB, Fr.; Barry Hawkins, OL, Fr. (RS); Jim 
LeBlanc, 0G, Jr. (JG); Todd Sauerbrun, K/P, Fr.; 
Rodney Woodard, FB, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: Pittsburgh, Aug. 31; Bowling Green State, 
Sept. 7; South Carolina, Sept. 14; at Maryland, 
Sept. 21; Virginia Tech, Oct. 5; Temple, Oct. 12; at 
Boston College, Oct, 19; at Penn State, Oct. 26; 
Rutgers, Nov. 2; at Miami (Fla.), Nov. 9; at Syra- 
cuse, Noy. 23. 

Nickname: Mountaineers. 

Site: Morgantown, W.Va. 


Outlook: The Mountaineers have the 
proverbial good-news, bad-news situa- 
tion. The good news is that most of the 
players responsible for last year are 
back. The bad is that last year’s record 
was 4-7, 

Offensive strengths: This team is loaded 
at running back, so much so that Mike 
Beasley, last year’s rushing leader, has 
been moved to wide receiver part time. 
The line, which averages 6-foot-5 and 
279 pounds per man, is led by 6-10, 320- 
pound tackle John Ray. 

Offensive weaknesses: No team in the 
country has a quarterback situation 
more muddled than West Virginia’s. 
There were no fewer than 12 candidates 
for the job last spring, with option spe- 
cialist Darren Studstill and freshman 
MacAdoo Harrison-Dixon having the in- 
side track. The receivers, however, 
must catch the ball, regardless of who's 
throwing it. The Mountaineers dropped 
far too many passes in 1990. 

Defensive strengths: The secondary, led 
by senior Darrell Whitmore, and the 
linebacking corps, led by senior Steve 
Grant, are both experienced, veteran 
units. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Mountain- 
eers’ once-solid line became flimsy due 
to injuries and operations last spring. 
The prospects for its resurgence are 
iffy, at best. 

Special teams: Last year's place-kicker 
and punter are gone, forcing Coach Don 
Nehlen and his staff to fill vacancies 
they’ve seldom had before. 

Key to success: The Mountaineers must 
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Danger zone: Crossing the West Virginia secondary will be dangerous with safety Darrell 


Whitmore on patrol. 


Se 


develop a passing game to supplement 
what could bea terrific running attack. 
Sure sign of trouble: The receivers let- 
ting passes slip through their fingers 
again. 

Coach Don Nehlen says: “We're still a 
relatively young team, but this year we 
do have some experience. That’s the 
difference from last year, and hopefully 
that experience will pay off.” 


\6/ TEMPLE 


Coach: Jerry Berndt (8-14, 2 years; 52-68-3 over- 
all, 12 years). 

1990 record: 7-4. 

Key losses: Matt Baker, QB; Dick Beck, C; Mike 
Constantatos, NG; Rich Drayton, WR; Tim Hull, LB; 
Gary Mobley, DB; Kenyatta Rush, DT; Erick War- 
ren, OT; Bob Wright, K. 

Startors returning: Offense (7): George Deveney, TE, 
6-4/230, Sr.; Brian Erwin, G, 6-2/260, Jr: Rob 
Graf, FL, 6-2/ 170, Sr.; Tre Johnson, T, 6-3/301, 
Soph.; Brian Krulikowski, G, 6-4/280, Sr.; Scott 
McNair, FB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Conrad Swanson, FB, 6- 
1/190, Sr. Defense (8): Gregg Angeli, LB, 6-3/265, 
Sr.; Swift Burch, T, 6-4/270, Sr.; Mark Ellis, S, 6- 
0/180, Sr.; Kyle Glasper, CB, 5-9/ 150, Soph.; Greg 
Liberty, LB, 6- 1/210, Jr.; Tony Schmitz, S, 6-0/ 
190, Sr.; Santo Stephens, LB, 6-4/220, Sr.; Trent 
Thompson, P/QB, 6-0/ 190, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Ron Bruce, CB, Sr.; Kevin Cary, 
LB, Sr.; Gary Downing, LB, Jr. (RS); Eric Fenwick, 
OT, Sr.; Dennis McCabe, C, Sr.; Anthony Rich- 
ardson, OB, Sr.; Leslie Shepherd, WR, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Joe Burgos, OL, Jr. se ; Jerold 
Jeffcoat, DL, Jr. (JC); Mike Knuth, K, Jr. (JC); 
Wilbur Washington, WR, Jr. 0), 
Schedele: Alabama (at Birmingham), Sept. 7; at 
Pittsburgh, Sept. 14; at Clemson, Sept, 21; Howard, 
Sept. 28; Penn State, Oct. 5; at West Virginia, Oct. 
12; Navy, Oct. 19; at Syracuse, Nov. 2; Boston Col- 
lege, Nov. 9; at Rutgers, Nov. 16; Akron, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Owls. 


Site: Philadelphia. 


Outlook: Last year’s 7-4 record created 
promise and hope in a moribund pro- 
gram. But this year’s schedule is a 
killer—especially for a young team that 
lost a lot of key people—and makes it 
tough to build more confidence. 


Offensive strengths: The running game. | 
Tailbacks Scott McNair and Leon | 


Brown combined for 1,251 yards rush- 
ing last year, while fullback Conrad 
Swanson caught 25 passes. 


Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback. 


The Owls must find one in a group that 
includes four high school recruits. This 
team also needs receivers. 


Defensive strengths: Tackle Swift 


Burch and linebackers Santo Stephens 
and Gregg Angelli are good pass rush- 
ers who combined for 230 tackles a year 
ago. 

Defensive weaknesses: With the excep- 


tion of those three players, everyone | 


else on the Temple defense is question- § 


able. Eight of the 10 junior college play- | 


ers the Owls signed this year play de- 
fense, and many will play right away. 
Special teams: Punter Trent Thompson, 
who doubles as a quarterback, aver- 
aged 42.7 yards per kick. But a new 
place-kicker must be found to replace 
departed standout Bob Wright. 


Key to success: The Owls must survive 1 


their first three games—road tussles at 
Alabama, Pittsburgh and Clemson— 


with some semblance of confidence 


left. 
Sure sign of trouble: If Temple is blown 
out of those three games and then 


Continued 
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@ struggles in its first home game, 


against Division I-AA Howard. 


| Coach Jerry Berndt says: “There’s no 


question things have already changed. 
We have five home games this year— 


| we haven’t had that here in a decade. In 
| 1992 we have six home games. For so 
@ long we have prostituted ourselves, 
wi going away to play. When you play 

} seven games on the road, it sends a sig- 


| nal to people.” 


a 
3 


Coach: Doug Graber (3-8, 1 year; 9-13 overall, 2 
years). 

1990 record: 3-8. 

Key losses: James Cann, RB; Donald Forbes, OT; 
James Jenkins, TE; Marty Mayes, NT; Rusty 
Mayes, DB; Scott Miller, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (9}: Bill Bailey, TB, 5-6/ 
189, Jr.; John Benestad, K, 6-0/202, Soph.; Travis 
Broadbent, C, 6-1/267, Jr Tim Christ, G, 6-4/ 
280, Sr.; Tekay Dorsey, FB, 6-0/215, Jr; James 
Guarantano, WR, 5-9/ 168, Sr; Gary Melton, WR, 
§-0/ 194, Sr.; Allen Mitchell, T, 6-3/300, Sr.; Tom 
Tarver, QB, 6-1/208, Sr. Defense {8}: Ron Allen, 
CB, 5- 7/166, Sr: Jay Bellamy, DB, 6-0/174, 
Soph.; David Dunne, P, 6-0/ 190, Jr; Jamil Jack- 
son, LB, 5- 11/240, Soph.: Malik Jackson, S$, 6-1/ 
223, Soph.; Todd Lane, LB, 5- 11/251, Jr; Elnardo 
Lyne LB, 6-2/246, Sr.; Shawn Williams, LB, 6- 


Other key returnees: Luis Bido, LB, Sr.; Chris Brant- 
ley, WR, Jr.; Darren Howell, DT, Soph. (RS/neck); 
Chris Jones, DT, Soph. (RS/neck): Kory Kozak, 
OT, Sr.; Robert Sneathen, LB, Soph.; Mike Spitzer, 
DT, Soph.; Chris Stoll, TE, Jr. 
To Newcomers: Anthony Cauthen, LB, Jr. (JC); 
Craig Mitter, RB, Jr- (JC): Glen Nave, DT, Jr (JC). 
ule: Boston College, Aug. 31; at Duke, Sept. 
14; Northwestern, Sept 21; at Michigan State, 
Sept. 28; Army, Oct. 5; Maine, Oct. 12; at Penn 
State, Oct. 19; Syracuse, Oct, 26; at West Virginia, 
Nov. 2; at Pittsburgh, Nov. 9; Temple, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Scarlet Kn ‘ig 
Site: New Brunswick, 
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| A Abig, sure athe Boston College tight Ai Mark Chara is a large, aepenaghe target 
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Outlook: Rutgers has recruited more 
blue-chip players from its rich home 
state of New Jersey in Coach Doug 
Graber’s two years than the previous 
coaching staff did in six. But is that 
enough to turn this program around? 
Offensive strengths: The Scarlet 
Knights have experience, with nine 
starters back from last year. 

Offensive weaknesses: The running 
game was virtually non-existent in 1990, 
and the Scarlet Knight quarterbacks 
threw as many interceptions as touch- 
down passes (11). 

Defensive strengths: Senior linebacker 
Elnardo Webster is Rutgers’ best de- 
fender, while sophomore backs Jay 
Bellamy and Malik Jackson also are big 
contributors. 

Defensive weaknesses: The defensive 
line is a Knightmare. Rutgers had just 
16 sacks a year ago and needs to put 
more pressure on opposing quarter- 
backs. 

Special teams: Ron Allen is one of the 
best kick returners in the nation as well 
as a solid cornerback. John Benestad 
and David Dunne are back to handle the 
place-kicking and punting, respec- 
tively. 

Keys to success: Establishing a running 
game and winning early games against 
Boston College, Duke and Northwest- 
ern. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Rutgers loses 
two of those first three games against 
what seems to be weak competition. 
Coach Doug Graber says: “I think we 
know a great deal more about our play- 
ers this year. Things are a little more 
settled at this point than they were last 
year.” 
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spew Tom eto Cong (first year as head coach). 


Key a ese Mark Anken, 0G; Mike Bumpus, 0G; 
ivan Caesar, LB; Ray Hilvert, SE; Dave Johnson, S; 
Matt Kelley, LB; Kevin Pearson, LB; Mike Sanders, 
TB; Ed Toner, FB; Chandler White, CB; Brian Wil- 
liams, CB. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): !van Boyd, FL, 6-0/ 
187, Soph.; Mark Chmura, TE, 6-6/237, Sr.; Glenn 
Foley, OB, 6- 1/200, Soph.; Mike Jovanovich, T, 6- 
5/289, Sr.; Matt Metz, T, 6-4/273, Sr.; Tom Nalen, 
C, 6-3/250, Soph.; Sean Wright, K, 5-10/ 160, 
Soph. Defense (5): Charlie Brennan, S, 5-11/170, 
Jr; Mike Marinaro, NG, 6-3/274, Jr.; Ted Page, T, 
6-4/250, Soph.; Jason Pohopek, LB, 6- 1/214, Jr.; 
Jon Stolberg, T, 6-2/250, Jr, 
Other key returnees: Bob Bicknell, TE, Jr.; Darnell 
Campbell, RB, Soph. (RS/medical); Jay Clark, DB, 
Sr.; Andre Green, WR, Sr.; Jay McGillis, CB, Soph.; 
Tom McManus, LB, Jr Rion Stone, DT, Jr.; Jason 
Swepson, WR, Jr. 
Top newcomers; Peter Kendall, OL, Fr.; Chris Sul- 
livan, DL, Fr. 
Schedule: At Rutgers, Aug. 31; Michigan, Sept. 7; 
Georgia Tech, Sept. 14; at Penn State, Sept. 28; 
Louisville, Oct. 12; West Virginia, Oct. 19; at Army, 
ore 26; sacl Nov. 2; at Temple, Nov. 9; at 
Syracuse, Nov. 16; Miami (Fla.), Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Eagles. 
Site: Chestnut Hill, Mass. 


Outlook: New Coach Tom Coughlin left 
his post as offensive line coach of the 
New York Giants every few days last 
January in order to do some recruiting 
for his new job with Boston College. He 
should have recruited Super Bowl Most 
Valuable Player Ottis Anderson and 
linebacker Lawrence Taylor. The Ea- 
gles need help. 

Offensive strengths: Quarterback 
Glenn Foley broke Doug Flutie’s fresh- 
man record for passing, and tight end 
Mark Chmura gives Foley a large, de- 
pendable target. And Coughlin is sure 
to improve the line. 

Offensive weaknesses: The ground 
game managed just 2.3 yards per rush 
last fall. The Eagles must develop at 
least a decent running game to comple- 
ment their passing attack. 

Defensive strengths: Junior linebacker 
Jason Pohopek, who made 90 solo tack- 
les in 1990, may need to make 91 in ’91 to 
give this defense much of a chance. 
Defensive weaknesses: There will be 
three new starters in both the second- 
ary and linebacking corps. 

Special teams: The Eagles need a com- 
petent place-kicker in the worst way. 
They failed to kick a field goal beyond 
37 yards last season and missed four at- 
tempts inside the 29-yard line. On the 
plus side, cornerback Jay Clark had 
four of Boston College’s eight blocked 
kicks and averaged 25.5 yards per kick- 
off return in 1990. 

Key to success: The Eagles’ best chance 
is if Coughlin can develop the kind of 
ball-control offense the Giants used in 
winning last year’s Super Bowl. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Foley has to 
throw on every down because the Ea- 
gles’ running game is so bad. 

Coach Tom Coughlin says: “You tell 
these (recruits) they have a chance to 
play right away. They probably think 
it’s a long-playing album. But in our 
case, it’s a realistic notion.” 


‘Abecnaite Boston collage’ Rutgers 
and Pittsburgh. These three teams 
are bound to improve on last year’s 
combined 10-22-1 record. Boston Col- 
lege rookie Coach Tom Coughlin and 
Rutgers’ Doug Graber, entering his 
second year, are 

both coming Off jeewneeeee 
good recruiting 
seasons. Pittsburgh 
second-year Coach 
Paul Hackett chose 
to redshirt 18 play- 
ers in 1990. Of these 
three teams, the 
Panthers have the 
fewest weaknesses 
and the best hope of 
contending for the 
honor of being the 
first Big East run- 
ner-up to the Miami 
Hurricanes. 
Descending: West Virginia. Has it re- 
ally been only three years since the 
Mountaineers played Notre Dame for 
the national championship at the 
Sunkist Fiesta Bowl? - 

Nightmare schedule: Temple. After 
going 7-4 in 1990 (their best record in 
11 seasons), the Owls were starting to 
feel giddy—until they looked down the 
barrel of a '91 schedule that includes 
games at Alabama, Pittsburgh, 
Clemson, West Virginia and Syracuse 
and a home tussle with Penn State. 
Runner-up in this category goes to 
Boston College, which must play 
Michigan, defending national cham- 
pion Georgia Tech, Penn State and 
Louisville on consecutive weekends. 
The Eagles finish their season with 
Miami (Fla.). 

Dream schedule: Syracuse. An early- 
October visit to Florida State is the 
only scary thing about the Orange- 
men’s schedule. They get to play their 
only other tough opponents (Florida 
and West Virginia) at the Carrier 
Dome, as well as Vanderbilt, East 
Carolina, Temple and Boston College. 
Best matchup of the year: Penn State 
at Miami, October 12. These teams 
have a legitimate shot at the ’91 na- 
tional title. A win in this game would 
be a big step in that direction. 

Worst matchups of the year: A tie be- 
tween Rutgers at Duke on September 
14 and Northwestern at Rutgers one 
week later. If these schools were play- 
ing Scholar Quiz, it would be worth 
watching. But ifit’s football you want, 
look elsewhere. 

Shocker of the year: Virginia Tech at 
Oklahoma, September 28. The Soon- 
ers’ eyes may be wandering one week 
before they play Iowa State (which 
upset them at home last year) and two 
weeks before bitter rival Texas. 

Bowl bound: Miami on New Year’s 
Day is a lock. Syracuse and Virginia 
Tech are bowl probables. A few lucky 


Bost offensive line: 
Pittsburgh 


Miami 


Bryan Fortay, Miami 


Bast wide receivers: 
Miami 


Best clutch receiver: 


Bost defensive line: 
Miami 


Bast offensive backfield: 
Bast backup quarterback: 


Olanda Truitt, Pittsburgh 


nounees could send piteburet or 
Temple, too. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Miami’s receiving 
tandem of Randal (Thrill) Hill and 
Wesley Carroll caught a combined 105 


Best-hitting defensive lineman: 
Jim Gray, West Virginia 

Best linebackers: 

Miami 

Best-hitting linsbacker: 
Michael Barrow, Miami 

Bost secondary: 

Virginia Tech 

Best-hitting defensive hack: 
Darrell Whitmore, West Virginia 
Bast kicking game: 

Miami 


Syracuse 


Miami 
Best coach: 


Bast prop 


Rushing: David Walker, Syracuse, 66.4 -yds./ 
game (150 att., 730 yds., 6 TDs, 4.7 avg.). 
Passing efficiency: Will Furrer, Virginia Tech, 
132.4 rating pts. (296 att., 173 comp., 2,122 
yds., 19 TDs). 

Total offensa: Alex Van Pelt, Pittsburgh, 221.6 
yds./game (11 yds. rushing, 2427 yds. pass- 
ing, 2438 total yds.). 

Receiving: Olanda Truitt, Pittsburgh, 4.5 ree./ 
game (49 rec., 895 yds., 6 TDs, 18.3 avg. ). 
Scoring: Carlos Huerta, Miami, 10.1 pts./game 
{0 TDs, 50 PATs, 17 FGs, 101pts.). 

Punting: Trent. Thompson, Temple, 42.7 avg. 
(42 punts, 1795 yds.). 

Punt returns: Kevin Williams, Miami, 13.6 avg. 
(48 att., 177 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Ron Allen, Rutgers, 25.1 avg. 
(15 att., 377 yds., 17D). 

Field goals: Carlos Huerta, Miami, 1.5 FG/game 
(17/21 FGs, 81% ). 

tnterceptions: Jason Pohopek, Boston College, 
0.5 int./game (5 int., 54yds.,0 TDs). 


uF iin 4 i 
On the prowl, again: The Panthers’ 
Alex Van Pelt looks to resume his 
offensive assault in 1991, 
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passes for 1, 605 Parcs rant year. no 


Best kick- coverage units: 

Bast coaching staff; 

Frank Beamer, Virginia Tech 
Bast Heisman candidate: 

Alex Van Peit, Q8, Pittsburgh 


rospact: 
Damien Russell, S, Virginia Tech 


they’re in the National Football 
League, and their likely replace- 
ments—Darry! Spencer, Kevin Wil- 
liams, Horace Copeland and Bobby 
Byrd—caught a combined 26 passes 
for 408 yards. 

=m Most underrated 
player: Syracuse 
quarterback Mar- 
vin Graves. The 
redshirt sophomore 
ran a nifty option in 
his first season, and 
his passing effi- 
ciency was 19th 
bestin the country. 
Impact newcomers: 
Pete Kendall, OL/ 
DL, Boston College, 
Fr.; Rob Coons, 
TE, ‘Pittsburgh, Jr. 
(JC); Graig Mitter, RB, Rutgers, Jr. 
(JC); Jerold Jeffcoat, DT, Temple, Jr. 
(JC); Chris Jones, WR, Miami, Fr. 
(RS). 
Coach of the year: Dennis Erickson, 
Miami. If the Hurricanes go 9-2 or bet- 
ter with their murderous schedule, 
Erickson deserves a ton of praise. 
Coach on the hot seat: Paul Hackett, 
Pittsburgh. Even though Hackett has 
been at the helm just one full season, 
a new university president and new 
athletic director may make a change 
if the Panthers’ fortunes don’t im- 
prove quickly. 
Best bets: Pitt will audition at least 
four tailbacks in an effort to replace 
Curvin Richards, the school’s No. 2 ca- 
reer rushing leader who left early for 
the NFL... . Houston and Miami will 
throw the ball more often than they 
run itin their game September 12.... 
No Big East coach will wear funky 
sweaters on the sidelines like confer- 
ence counterpart Lou Carnesecca, the 
St. John’s basketball coach. 
Odds and ends: Virginia Tech guard 
Eugene Chung won a gold medal in 
the heavyweight division of a brown 
belt judo competition at the 1990 Vir- 
ginia State games. .. . Safety Darrell 
Whitmore decided to pass up a profes- 
sional baseball career to play his final 
football season at West Virginia. ... 
Qadry Ismail, whose brother Raghib 
rocketed to the Canadian Football 
League this year, averaged 21.8 yards 
on 32 kickoff returns at Syracuse last 
year. ... Last January, reserve West 
Virginia offensive lineman Ron Bun- 
ofsky caught and saved a man who 
jumped 3% stories from a burning 
building. . . . In this first season of Big 
East competition, six conference 
schools will each play five league 
games, Miami, however, will play just 
two conference games (West Virginia 
and Boston College), while Virginia 
Tech plays only one (West Virginia). 

—CHUCK FINDER 
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By JIM THOMAS 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


MH hey’re baaaack. After a tumultu- 
mm ous 1989 off-season that led to 
= NCAA probation, a series of 

player arrests and the resignation of 

Coach Barry Switzer, the Oklahoma 

Sooners enter the 1991 season as the 

consensus favorites to claim their first 

Big Eight Conference championship 

since 1987. 

Why? For the following reasons: 

@ They are finally off probation and 
eligible for a bowl bid, providing an in- 
centive they haven’t had the last two 
seasons. 

@ They have more quality players re- 
turning than any other team in the 
league. 

@ Outside of their annual bloodlet- 
ting with Texas, the Sooners have a 
cushy non-league schedule. 

@ They closed out last season by 
trampling Missouri, Kansas State and 
Nebraska by a combined score of 134- 
27, 

@ Both two-time league champ Col- 
orado and archrival Nebraska have lost 
a lot of key players. And both the Buffa- 
loes and Cornhuskers enter this season 
with uncertainty at quarterback. 

“I don’t know how Colorado will be as 
good,” Kansas Coach Glen Mason said. 
“I didn’t say they won’t be good. They’ll 
be good. But gosh, they haven’t lost a 
Big Eight football game in two years.” 

And Nebraska? 

“I think everybody’s kind of shrug- 
ging,” Mason said. “They’re mystified 
at how Nebraska ended up last year.” 

Coach Tom Osborne’s Men of Corn 
ended last season with a big-time thud. 
The Huskers never were the same after 
squandering a 12-0 lead to Colorado in 
their ninth game. They lost that con- 
test, 27-12, and then absorbed humiliat- 
ing losses to Oklahoma (45-10) and 
Georgia Tech (45-21). 

“T think in the minds of a lot of 
players it was national championship 
or bust,” Osborne said. “And when we 
didn’t beat Colorado, it just took a lot of 
incentive away.” 

The rest of the league—the so-called 
Bottom Five—can only hope for contin- 
ued improvement. Only half a game 
separated the five in last year’s stand- 
ings, and they should close the gap on 
the Big Three. But the gap between the 
haves and the have-nots in the Big 
Eight remains wide. 


OKLAHOMA 


Coach: Gary Gibbs (15-7, 2 years.) 

1990 record: 8-3. Big Eight: 5-2/T2nd. 

Key losses; Tom Backes, DT; Adrian Cooper, TE; 
Scott Evans, DT; James Goode, DE; R.D. Lashar, K; 
ri Medice, 0G; Jeff Miller, OT; Mike Sawatzky, 


Starters returning: Offense (7): Dewell Brewer, TB, 
5-8/194, Jr; Cale Gundy, QB, 6-1/185, Soph.; 


DICTI 


@NS 
ON = 


2. COLORADO 
3. NEBRASKA 
4. MISSOURI 
5. KANSAS 
6. IOWA STATE 
7. OKLAHOMA STATE 
8. KANSAS STATE 


Brandon Houston, T, 6-5/285, Sr.; Ted Long, RB, 
5-11/ 185, Sr.; Kenyon Rasheed, FB, 6-0/238, Jr.; 
Randy Wallace, C, 6-4/275, Sr.; Corey Warren, SE, 
6-2/190, Soph. Defense {9}: Reggie Barnes, E, 6- 
2/215, Jr; Jason Belser, S, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Joe 
Bowden, LB, 6- 1/230, Sr.; Stacey Dillard, T, 6-7/ 
280, Sr.; Charles Franks, CB, 6-0/182, Sr.; Terry 
Ray, S, 6-2/ 192, Sr.; Brad Reddell, P, 6-2/ 195, Jr.; 
Darnell Walker, CB, 5-9/ 167, Jr.; Chris Wilson, LB, 
6-3/230, Sr. 

Other key returnees; Mike Gaddis, TB, Sr. (RS/medi- 
cali Mike McKinley, FB, Sr.; Earnest Williams, TB, 

ph 


Top newcomers: Scott Blanton, K, Fr.: Kyle Hill, LB/ 
DE, Jr. (JC); Paul Moriarty, 0G, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: North Texas, Sept. 14; Utah State, Sept. 
21; Virginia Tech, Sept. 28; at lowa State, Oct. 5; 
Texas (at Dallas), Oct. 12; Colorado, Oct. 19; 
Kansas, Oct. 26; at Missouri, Nov. 2; Kansas State, 
ase 9; Oklahoma State, Nov. 16; at Nebraska, Nov. 


Nickname: Sooners, 
Site: Norman, Okla. 


fa 


Condition critical: /f quarterback Darian 
Hagan isn’t healthy, this may be the year 
Colorado relinquishes its Big Eight crown. 
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=) Unshackled by NCAA, Sooners are ready to roll 


<4 


Outlook: On paper, it all adds up for the 
Sooners. They have the league’s best of- 
fensive backfield, linebacking and de- 
fensive secondary. Quarterback Cale 
Gundy is an emerging star. Barring in- 
juries, just four contests (Texas, Col- 
orado, Nebraska and a bowl game) sep- 
arate the Sooners from a possible na- 
tional title. 

Offensive strengths: Even if Mike Gad- 
dis doesn’t fully recover from the knee 
injury that has sidelined him the last 
14 years, the Sooners still have plenty 
of firepower at tailback in Dewell 
Brewer and Earnest Williams. And 
there may not be a better fullback tan- 
dem in America than Kenyon Rasheed 
and Mike McKinley. 

Offensive weaknesses: Unless Coach 
Gary Gibbs can find some quality 
guards, much of Oklahoma’s up-the-gut 
running game will be hampered. 
Defensive strengths: Chris Wilson and 
Joe Bowden may be the best set of in- 
side linebackers you've never heard of. 
And all four starters in the secondary 
are back. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Sooners 
were susceptible to the run at times in 
1990. The departure of four starting de- 
fensive linemen won’t help. 

Special teams: R.D. Lashar, the Big 
Eight’s all-time leading scorer among 
kickers, must be replaced. But fresh- 
man Scott Blanton, considered one of 
the nation’s top high school place- 
kickers a year ago, might fill Lashar’s 
shoes nicely. 

Key to success: Oklahoma must find a 
passing game to complement its run- 
ning attack. Gundy can throw, but does 
he have the receivers? 

Sure sign of trouble: A rash of injuries 
on the offensive and defensive lines. 
Coach Gary Gibbs says: ‘We feel like 
we'll be a better football team, and be- 
cause we feel that way, we’re not going 
to shy away from being recognized as 
one of the preseason favorites.” 


\2/cororano 


Coach: Bill user ilalg (57-46-2, 9 years). 
1990 record: 11-1-1 (beat Notre Dame in Federal 
Express Orange Bowl). Big Eight: 7-0/ 1st. 
Kay losses: Eric Bieniemy, TB; Joe Garten, 0G; 
George Hemingway, FB; Garry Howe, DT; Tim 
James, S; Dave McCloughan, CB; Kanavis McGhee, 
LB; Mike Pritchard, WR; Michael Simmons, WB; 
Ariel Solomon, OT; Mark Vander Poel, OT; Alfred 
Williams, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Sean Brown, TE, 6- 
3/245, Sr.; Bryan Campbell, G, 6-4/270, Jr.; 
Darian Hagan, QB, 5- 10/185, Sr.; Jim Harper, K, 
6-0/180, Sr.; Jay ove C, 6-3/265, Sr. 
Defense (6): Greg Biekert, LB, 6-3/220, Jr.; Chad 
Brown, LB, 6-3/230, Jr.; Marcellous Elder, T, 6-5/ 
285, Jr; Deon Figures, CB, 6-0/195, Jr.; Joel 
Steed, NT, 6-3/280, Sr.; Greg Thomas, S, 6-3/220, 
Sr. 
Other kay returnees: Ronnie Bradford, CB, Jr.; Bryan 
Dyet, DT, Soph.; Eric Hamilton, S, Jr.; Jim Hansen, 
OT, Jr.; Roger Ivey, OG, Soph.; Vance Joseph, OB, 
Soph.; Leonard Renfro, DT, Soph.; Rico Smith, WR, 
Se yuck Snowden, TB, Soph.; Ron Woolfork, LB, 
oph. 


Top newcomers: Mitch Berger, P, Jr. (JC); Kenny 
Browne, DT, Fr.; DeShannon Campbell, LB, Soph. 
(Prop 42); Dolyn Jackson, OG, Soph. (Prop 42); 
Clint Moore, OG, Fr.; Sam Rogers, LB, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: Wyoming, Sept. 7; Baylor, Sept. 14; 
Minnesota, Sept. 21; at Stanford, Sept. 28; Mis- 
souri, Oct. 12; at Oklahoma, Oct. 19; at Kansas 
State, Oct. 26; Nebraska, Nov. 2; at Oklahoma 
State, Nov. 9; Kansas, Nov. 16; at lowa State, Nov. 
23. 

Nickname: Buffaloes. 

Site: Boulder, Colo. 


Outlook: The Buffaloes’ fortunes could 
hinge on the left knee of quarterback 
Darian Hagan, which was injured in 
Colorado’s 10-9 victory over Notre 
Dame in last January’s Orange Bowl. 
But even if Hagan is 100 percent, this 
may be the year the Buffaloes relin- 
quish their Big Eight crown. Although 
they're coming off a good recruiting 
season, they’ve lost a lot of key people. 
Offensive strengths: Center Jay Leeu- 
wenburg is probably the best in the na- 
tion at his position. Coach Bill McCart- 
ney likes his skill-position people; it’s 
just that nobody’s ever heard of these 
guys. 

Offensive weaknesses: Despite Leeu- 
wenburg’s presence, this team’s big- 
gest concern is the offensive line. It’s 
hard to run over people—as Colorado 
likes to do—if you don’t have the bull- 
dozers up front. 

Defensive strengths: Next to Ok- 
lahoma’s Joe Bowden and Chris Wilson, 
the Buffaloes have the league’s best in- 
side linebacking tandem in Greg 
Biekert and Chad Brown. The defensive 
front of All-America candidate Joel 
Steed, the emerging Leonard Renfro 
and Marcellous (Earthquake) Elder 
could be the league’s best. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Buffs have 
only Ron Woolfork, newcomer Sam 
Rogers and a prayer at outside line- 
backer. The H-Boys, Alfred Williams 
and Kanavis McGhee, will be greatly 
missed. 

Special teams: This has been one of 
Colorado’s strengths in recent years. 
But the team’s string of standout punt- 
ers has ended, so it’s junior college 
transfer Mitch Berger or bust this fall. 
Keys to success: Solidifying the offen- 
sive line and getting good play from 
Vance Joseph (the brother of Nebraska 
quarterback Mickey Joseph) if Hagan 
can’t play. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Hagan can’t go 
and Joseph goes down, there’s nobody 
left to play quarterback. 

Coach Bill McCartney says: “I don’t 
think it’s a question of whether 
(Hagan’s) leg will be back. He’ll come 
through it better than before.” 


1/200, Jr; Byron Bennett, K, 5-11/180, Soph.; 
Brian Boerboom,.T, 6-7/285, Sr.; Jon Bostick, SE, 
6-2/ 185, Sr.; Mickey Joseph, QB, 5- 11/180, Sr.; 
Will Shields, G, 6-2/265, Jr,; Omar Soto, FB, 5- 11/ 
220, Sr.; Nate Turner, WR, 6-2/225, Sr.; William 
Washington, TE, 6-2/245, Jr. Defense (6): Tyrone 
Byrd, S, 5- 11/185, Jr; Pat Engelbert, NG, 6-2/ 
250, Sr.; Travis Hill, LB, 6-2/225, Jr; Tyrone 
Legette, CB, 5-9/180, Sr.; Mike Petko, LB, 6-2/ 
230, Sr.; Mike Stiage, P, 6- 1/185, Jr. 

Other key returnass: Trey Alberts, LB, Soph.; Mike 
Anderson, LB, Soph.; Derek Brown, RB, Soph.; 
Steve Carmer, S, Jr.; Leodis Flowers, RB, Sr.; Mike 
Grant, OB, Sr.; Tom Haase, OB, Jr.; Tyrone Hughes, 
SE, Jr.; Keithen McCant, QB, Sr.; Johnny Mitchell, 
TE, Soph.; John Reece, S, Soph. (RS/medical); 
David White, LB, Jr.; Kenny Wilhite, RB, Jr. (RS). 
Top newcomers: Ernie Beler, S, Jr. (JC); Trumane 
Bell, SE, Jr. (JC); Anthony Cole, CB, Jr. (JC); Sed- 
ric Collins, CB, Fr. (RS); Dewayne Harris, LB, Fr.; 
Zach Wiegert, OT, Fr. (RS). 
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FOOTBALL 
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Schedule: Utah State, Sept. 7; Colorado State, Sept. 
14; Washington, Sept. 21; at Arizona State, Sept. 
28; at Oklahoma State, Oct. 12; Kansas State, Oct. 
19; Missouri, Oct. 26; at Colorado, Nov. 2; lowa 
State, Nov. 16; Oklahoma, Nov. 29. 

Nickname: Cornhuskers. 

Site: Lincoln, Neb. 


Outlook: Lincoln is one of the few places 
on the college football map where a 9-3 
record is viewed with disappointment. 
But that’s the monster that Bob De- 
vaney created and Tom Osborne must 
feed. All eyes will be on the Huskers 


this fall to see if they’ve snapped out of 


last year’s late-season funk. 
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\3/ NEBRASKA 


Coach: Tom Osborne ( 177-41-2, 18 years). 

1990 racord: 9-3 (lost to Georgia Tech in Florida 
Citrus Bowl). Big Eight: 5-2/T2nd. 

Kay losses: Reggie Cooper, S; Mike Croel, LB; David 
Edeal, C; Bruce Pickens, CB; Tom Punt, OT; Joe 
Sims, DT; Pat Tyrance, LB; Kenny Walker, DT; Jim 
Wanek, 0G. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Scott Baldwin, FB, 6- 
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NEWCOMERS OF YEAR 
OFFENSE: 
Rafael Denson, TB, Oklahoma State 


DEFENSE: 
Sam Rogers, LB, Colorado 


Offensive strengths: Nebraska has the 
most impressive array of skill-position 
players in the league. Nate Turner, 
Tyrone Hughes and Johnny Mitchell 
are all potent receivers. Leodis Flowers 
was the Cornhuskers’ leading rusher 
last year (940 yards), but he may not 
start this fall because of Derek Brown. 

Offensive weaknesses: Can anyone get 
the ball to all those receivers? Osborne 
must choose his quarterback from a 
foursome of Mickey Joseph, Tom 


| Haase, Mike Grant and Keithen 


| McCant. 


Defensive strengths: Strength. The 
Huskers are big and burly and use their 
muscle well. Their best defender may 
be noseguard Pat Engelbert, whom 
Osborne calls his best at that position 
since Danny Noonan. 

Defensive weaknesses: Where, oh 
where, has all the speed gone? With the 
exodus of linebacker Mike Croel, cor- 
nerback Bruce Pickens, tackle Kenny 
Walker and three others to the National 
Football League, this defense is 
S-L-O-W. 

Special teams: Year in, year out, no col- 
lege team has better special teams than 
Nebraska. Hughes and Turner are su- 
perb kick returners, while Mike Stigge 


| is one of the Big Eight’s best punters. 


Keys to success: Replacing six starters 


} on defense and forgetting last year’s 
| dismal finish. 
% Sure sign of trouble: If Osborne can’t de- 


cide on a quarterback. 
Coach Tom Osborne says: “It's kind of a 
mixed bag on defense. We might be a 


80 *x 


. Name, School 


. Name, School 


. Name, School 


‘IRST TEAM. 
~ OFFENSE 
Class 


MICHAEL SMITH, Kansas State - Sr. 
VICTOR BAILEY, Missouri 

RUSS CAMPBELL, Kansas State 
CHRISTOPHER PEREZ, Kansas 
RUSS McCULLOUGH, Missouri 
JAY LEEUWENBURG, Colorado 
WILL SHIELDS, Nebraska 
BRYAN CAMPBELL, Colorado 
CALE GUNDY, Oklahoma 
DEWELL BREWER, Oklahoma 
DEREK BROWN, Nebraska 


DEFENSE 


HL/ WI. 

6-3/280 
6-6/270 
6-2/300 
6- 1/230 
6-3/230 
6-3/220 
6-2/225 
5-11/198 
6-0/ 195 
5- 10/180 
6-3/220 


6- 10/320 
6-3/265 
6-2/265 
6-4/270 
6- 1/185 
5-8/ 194 
5-10/175 


JOEL STEED, Colorado 
STACEY SATTERWHITE, Okla. St. 
GILBERT BROWN, Kansas 
JOE BOWDEN, Oklahoma 
CHRIS WILSON, Oklahoma 
GREG BIEKERT, Colorado 
TRAVIS HILL, Nebraska 

MIKE CLARK, Oklahoma State 
DEON FIGURES, Colorado 
JASON BELSER, Oklahoma 
GREG THOMAS, Colorado 


SPECIALISTS 

HLL, 
6- 1/215 
6-1/215 


Class 
Soph. 
Soph. 


DAN EICHLOFF, Kansas 
DAN EICHLOFF, Kansas 


little harder to line up and run at com- 
pared to last year, but we might be a lit- 
tle easier to run around.” 


Volatile mix: With Phil TORS at 
quarterback, Missouri's offense again 
should be potent. 


SE 
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Pos. Name, School 


FRANK HERNANDEZ, Kansas St. 
CHRIS SPENCER, lowa State 
JOHNNY MITCHELL, Nebraska 
BRANDON HOUSTON, Oklahoma 
BRIAN BOERBOOM, Nebraska 
BRAD FUNK, Missouri 

SCOTT IMWALLE, Kansas 

MIKE BEDOSKY, Missouri 
CHRIS PEDERSEN, lowa State 
LEODIS FLOWERS, Nebraska 
KENYON RASHEED, Oklahoma 


DEFENSE 
. Name, School 


PAT ENGELBERT, Nebraska 
STACEY DILLARD, Oklahoma 
DANA STUBBLEFIELD, Kansas 
JASON GILDON, Oklahoma State 
MIKE PETKO, Nebraska 

CHAD BROWN, Colorado 

DAN WATKINS, lowa State 
TYRONE LEGETTE, Nebraska 
DARNELL WALKER, Oklahoma 
TYRONE BYRD, Nebraska 
MARK DouBRAVA, lowa State 


SPECIALISTS 


Name, School Ht/Wt. Class 
PK JIMHARPER, Colorado 6-0/180 Sr. 
P BRAD REDDELL, Oklahoma 6-2/195 Jr. 


Ht./ WI. 

6-0/185 
6-4/199 
6-5/250 
6-5/285 
6-7/285 
6-3/285 
6-2/270 
6-5/305 
6-3/220 
5-11/200 
6-0/238 


HL/WI. 

6-2/250 
6-7/280 
6-4/295 
6-4/220 
6-2/230 
6-3/230 
6-3/228 
5-9/ 180 
5-9/ 167 
5-11/ 185 
6-0/ 187 


eee Stull (6-16, 2 years; 37-43 overall, 7 
years 

1990 record: 4-7. Big Eight: 2-5/T6th. 

Key losses: Tim Bruton, TE; Linzy Collins, WR; 
Harry Colon, S; Jerold Fletcher, LB; Rob Harper, 
DE; Michael Jones, FB; Kent Kiefer, QB; Damon 
Mays, WR; Sean Moore, TB; Niu Sale, S (could re- 
goin academic eligibility); Rick Trumbull, OT; 
harron Washington, CB (could regain academic 
eligibility). 

Starters returning: Offense (5): Mike Bedosky, G, 6- 
5/305, Soph.; Brad Funk, C, 6-3/285, Jr; Jeff 
Jacke, K, 6-0/ 190, Jr.; Russ McCullough, Ay 6-10/ 
$20, Sr.; Don Wright, G, 6-4/275, Sr. Defense (8): 
Maurice Benson, CB, 6-0/ 197, Jr.; George Hunt, T, 
6-3/271, Soph.; Mario Johnson, T, 6-5/310, Sr.; 
Rick Lyle, E, 6-6/271, Soph.; Mark Plunkett, P, 6- 
1/211, Sr.; Tom Reiner, LB, 6- 1/241, Sr.; Mike 
Ringgenberg, LB, 6-4/236, Jr.; Jermaine Wilkins, 
CB, 6-3/ 199, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Tim Alvarado, OT, Soph.; Victor 
Bailey, WR, Jr.; Will Bass, LB, Jr. (RS/medical); 
Tony Cooper, LB, Jr. (RS/medical); Kenneth 
Dunn, WR, Soph.; ey Elliott, DE, Jr.; Mike Jad- 
lot, S, Soph.; Phil Johnson, OB, Soph.; Ronnell 
Kayhill, TB, Jr.; Skip Leach, WR, Sr.; Jason Oliver, 
TB/CB, Soph.; Michael hel oh FB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Homer Bush, WR, Fr.; Joe Freeman, 
TB, Fr.; Mark Jackson, TB, Fr. (RS/medical); 
Kevin Mcintosh, DB, Fr; Ryan Murtaugh, LB, Fr. 
(RS/medical); Marc Pedrotti, LB, Fr. {RS/medi- 
cal); Kyle Pooler, K, Fr. (RS): Kevin Skinner, DB, 
Soph, (Prop 42); Detrick Wells, S, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Illinois, Sept. 14; at Baylor, Sept. 21; In- 
diana, Sept. 28; Memphis State, Oct. 5; at Col- 
orado, Oct. 12; Oklahoma State, Oct. 19; at Ne- 
braska, Oct. 26; lowa State, Nov. 2; Oklahoma, 
pas 9; at Kansas State, Nov. 16; at Kansas, Nov. 


Nickname: Tigers. 
Sits: Columbia, Mo. 


Outlook: Is this the year the Big Eight’s 
sleeping giant awakes from its seven- 


year slumber? Next to Oklahoma and 
Nebraska, nobody in the league has the 
football tradition that Missouri does. 
But the Tigers haven’t had a winning 
season since 1983. Coach Bob Stull and 
his new defensive coordinator, Larry 
Hoefer, must improve a swiss-cheese 
defense. 

Offensive strengths: The Tigers had the 
nation’s sixth-ranked passing offense in 
1990 and should be as potent this year 
with quarterback Phil Johnson, receiv- 
ers like Victor Bailey and a solid line. 
Offensive weaknesses: This team has a 
gaping hole at tight end and lacks a 
breakaway threat at tailback. If Stull 
can fill those positions, he'll have one of 
the Big Eight’s best offenses. 

Defensive strengths: Not many. The Ti- 
gers have some talented linemen, but 
their linebackers can best be described 
as gritty, hard-nosed and slow-footed. 
Defensive weaknesses: Where to begin? 
These guys have yielded 723 points over 
the last two seasons and lack depth al- 
most everywhere, especially in the sec- 
ondary. That unit would be helped im- 
mensely if seniors Sharron Washington 
and Niu Sale regain their academic eli- 
gibility. 

Special teams: Adequate. Mark Plunk- 
ett is back to do the punting, but incum- 
bent place-kicker Jeff Jacke is being 
challenged by redshirt freshman Kyle 
Pooler. 

Keys to success: Staying healthy and 
improving on defense against the run. 
Sure sign of trouble: If Johnson goes 
down, there isn’t a quarterback on cam- 
pus who has taken a snap in a college 
game. 

Coach Bob Stull says: “Our Number 1 
goal is to have a winning season. If you 
could ever get to a bowl game, obvi- 
ously, you'd be off and running.” 


Outlook: The gang’s all here. After get- 
ting pushed around for the last three 
years, the Jayhawks have never been 
better equipped to push back. They will 
have returning starters at every posi- 
tion on the field except four, and that in- 
cludes standout punter/place-kicker 
Dan Eichloff. 

Offensive strengths: Tackles Chris- 
topher Perez and Keith Loneker and 
guard Scott Imwalle anchor a decent 
line. There is depth at running back, 
with starter Tony Sands trying to fend 
off Chaka Johnson and George White. 
Offensive weaknesses: You can’t win if 
you don’t score. Kansas scored only 213 
points last fall, the lowest total in the 
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Big Eight. Despite all their returning 


personnel, the Jayhawks lack big-play [im 


potential. 
Defensive strengths: If it’s what’s up 


front that counts, the Jayhawks have it | : 


in tackles Gilbert Brown and Dana 
Stubblefield. Both tip the scales at 
around 300 pounds but have good quick- 
ness for their size. 

Defensive weaknesses: The question | 
mark is at linebacker, where the Jay- 
hawks must replace starters Curtis 
Moore and Pat Rogan. The latter was 
dismissed from the team for violating 
unspecified team rules last spring. 
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Coach: Glen Mason (8-24-1, 3 years; 20-34-1 
overall, 5 years). 

1990 record: 3-7-1. Big Eight: 2-4-1/4th. 

Koy losses: Chip Budde, C; Curtis Moore, LB; Gary 
Oatis, DT; Pat Rogan, LB (dismissed from squad). 

Starlors returning: Offense (10): Kenny Drayton, 
WR, 6-0/175, Sr.; Chad Fette, TE, 6-3/235, Jr.; 
Chip Hilleary, QB, 6- 1/185, Jr.; Scott Imwalle, G, 
6-2/270, Jr.; Rob Licursi, WR, 6-0/200, Sr.; Keith 
Loneker, T, 6-3/332, Jr.; Christopher Perez, T, 6- 
5/280, Sr.; Roger Robben, FB, 6-0/211, Sr.; Tony 
Sands, RB, 5-6/170, Sr.; Dan Schmidt, G, 6- 1/257, 
Soph. Defense (9): Hassan Bailey, CB, 5- 11/200, 
Jr; Charley Bowen, S, 5- 10/190, Jr.; Gilbert 
Brown, T, 6-2/300, Jr.; Dan Eichloff, P/K, 6-1/ 
215, Soph.; Lance Flachsbarth, E, 6-5/265, Sr.; 
Paul Friday, S, 6-3/ 195, Sr.; Tim Hill, CB, 5-8/ 170, 
Sr.; Guy Howard, LB, 6-3/230, Soph.; Dana Stub- 
blefield, T, 6-4/295, Jr. 

Other key returness: Maurice Douglas, FB, Sr.; 
Chaka Johnson, RB, Jr.; Jim New, WR, Sr.; George 
White, RB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Mark Allison, OT, Fr.; Rodney Har- 
ris, WR, Fr. (RS); Steve Harvey, LB, Fr.; Dick Holt, 
LB, Fr.; Fredrick Thomas, QB, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: At Toledo, Sept. 7; Tulsa, Sept. 14; New 
Mexico State, Sept. 21; at Virginia, Oct. 5; at Kan- 
Sas State, Oct. 12; lowa State, Oct. 19; at Ok- 
lahoma, Oct. 26; at Oklahoma State, Nov. 2; Ne- 
braska, Nov. 9; at Colorado, Nov. 16; Missouri, 
Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Jayhawks. 

Site: Lawrence, Kan. 
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“ LB, 6-3/222, Sr.; Matt Rehber 


Special teams: One of the biggest sur- 
prises of 1990 was the emergence of 
Eichloff, who earned freshman All- 
America recognition as a punter. He 
booted 15 field goals, too, including a 
school-record 58-yarder. 

Key to success: Playing well in their 
non-conference games would build the 
Jayhawks’ confidence before they 
jump into Big Eight play. 

Sure signs of trouble: Injuries on the of- 
fensive line and no improvement in 
pass defense. 

Coach Glen Mason says: “I’m not saying 
that we've arrived, because we haven't. 
But I really feel that we can be very 
competitive.” 


: KS/iown STATE 


Coach: Jim eid (48-25-1, 4 years; 62-77-5 


sea 
90 record 4-6-3 1. Big Eight: 2-4-1/T4th. 


ier losses: Blaise Bryant, RB; John Glotfelty, WR; 
Troy Moore, WR; Chris Mussman, OT; Jeff Shudak, 
K; George Tsiotsias, C; Gene Williams, 0G. 

Starlors returning: Offense (5): Scott Armbrust, C, 6- 
3/278, Jr; Sundiata Patterson, RB, 6-0/197, Jr.; 
Chris Pedersen, OB, 6-3/220, Sr.; Doug Skartvedt, 
G, 6-3/296, Soph.; Chris Spencer, WR, 6-4/ 199, 
Jr. Defense {12}: Travis Block, T, 6-0/233, Sr.; 
Andrew Buggs, CB, 6- 1/179, Jr.; Mark DouBrava, 
S, 6-0/ 187, Jr; Mark Dunn, E, 6-5/227, Sr.; Matt 
Grubb, T, 6-2/251, Sr.; Kevin Lazard, S, 6-0/ 191, 
Jr; Dan Milner, LB, 6-2/228, Jr.; Larry Ratigan, 
, £, 6-4/265, Sr; 
Jon Schnoor, P, 6-0/ 168, Jr; Shawn Walker, CB, 
§-11/ 167, Jr.; Dan Watkins, LB, 6-3/228, Jr. 

Other key returnees; Brandon Hughes, WR, Soph.; 
Todd McClish, OT, Jr. AS Reese 
James MeMillion, WR, Soph. (RS 

Top newcomers: Dwayne Armstron , CB, Jr. (JC); 
James Brooks, WR, Fr. (RS); Kevin Fulton, S, Fr. 
Bae Lance Keller, OT, Jr. (JC); Ty Stewart, K, Fr. 


RS) 
Schedule: Eastern Illinois, Sept. 7; lowa, Sept. 14; at 
Wisconsin, Sept. 21; at Rice, Sept. 28; Oklahoma, 
Oct. 5; at Kansas, Oct. 19; Oklahoma State, Oct. 26; 
at Missouri, Nov. 2; Kansas State, Nov. 9; at Ne- 
braska, Nov. 16; Colorado, Nov. 23, 
Nickname; Cyclones. 
Site; Ames, la. 


Outlook: Iowa State had bow! hopes last 
year before fizzling down the stretch 
with losses in three of its last four 
games. Not unlike the other members 
of the league’s Bottom Five, the Cy- 
clones’ goal for 1991 is a winning season 
and a bowl invitation. Any kind of bowl 
invitation. 

Offensive strengths: Chris Pedersen 
may be the Big Eight’s best all-around 
quarterback. Chris Spencer, James 
McMillion, Brandon Hughes and James 
Brooks form perhaps the speediest 
corps of receivers Iowa State has ever 
had. 

Offensive weaknesses: With the depar- 
ture of standout running back Blaise 
Bryant, the Cyclones will not run the 
ball nearly as well as they did a year 
ago. 

Defensive strengths: Twelve returning 
starters equals experience, and that’s a 
valuable commodity in a league where 
the unexperienced often get knocked 
around. Safety Mark DouBrava is per- 
haps the Cyclones’ best defender. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Cyclones 
were one of the nation’s worst teams 


against the run in 1990 and probably 
won't be much better in '91. 

Special teams: Iowa State was blessed 
the last four yéars with place-kicker 
Jeff Shudak, who won several games 
with late field goals. Redshirt freshman 
Ty Stewart will likely be the new 
kicker. 

Key to success: Shoring up a porous run 
defense and establishing a running 
game without Bryant. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the young offen- 
sive line is slow to develop and Peder- 
sen spends a lot of time running away 
from defenders. 

Coach Jim Walden says: “I think we’rea 
year away from being a pretty good 
football team, because we’ve got only 13 
seniors. Only about three of them will 
be in the top 22. We have the most talent 
since we've been here, by far.” 


\7/oKLAHOMA STATE 


Coach: Pat Jones (52-29, 7 years). 

1990 record; 4-7. Big Eight: 2-5/T6th. 

Koy losses: Car Y Blanchard, PK/P; Gerald Hudson, 
TB; Joe King, CB; Curtis Mayfield, WR; Ruben Ol- 
iver, NG; Roland Scott, DT; Cecil Wilson, FB. 
Starters returning: Offense {7}: Josh Arrott, T, 6-5/ 
270, Sr.; Brian Bobo, G, 6-2/275, Sr.; Scott Cope- 
land, TE, 6-3/240, Jr.; Kenny Ford, QB, 6-0/ 196, 
Sr.; Matt Jose, T, 6-4/290, Soph.; Robert Kirksey, 
FL, 6-0/ 193, Sr.; Pete Surette, C, 6-2/266, Sr. De- 
fense (9): Richie Ansley, LB, 6- 1/225, Jr.; George 
Bright, E, 6- 1/220, Jr.; Mike Clark, CB, 5-11/ 198, 
Sr.; Jay Fleischman, S, §-11/ 198, Sr.; Jason Gil- 
don, E, 6-4/220, Soph,; Scott Harmon, S, 5-10/ 
475, Soph.; Clarence -Nables, LB, 6-0/233, Soph.; 
Stacey Satterwhite, 7; 6-6/270, Sr; Mike Wool- 
ridge, LB, 6-3/225, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Mike Butler, OT, Soph.; Terry 
Henley, CB, Jr.; Charles Johnson, WR, Soph.; Steve 
Keith, TE, Jr. 

Top newcomers; Russell Berrien, TB, Fr. (RS); Ar- 
thur Davis, LB, Jr. (JC); Rafael Denson, TB, Fr.; 
Carlos Erving, DB, Jr. (transfer/ Northeastern Ok- 
lahoma State); Kelly Yancy, TB, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: At Tulsa, Sept. 1; Arizona State, Sept. 14; 
Texas Christian, Sept. 21; at Miami (Fla.), Oct. 5; 
Nebraska, Oct. 12; at Missouri, Oct. 19; at lowa 


State, Oct. 26; Kansas, Nov. 2; Colorado, Nov. 9; at 
Oklahoma, Nov. 16; Kansas State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname; Cowboys. 

Site: Stillwater, Okla. 


Outlook: According to Pat Jones, there 
are three stages to NCAA probation. 
First, there’s the rumor stage during 
the investigation. Next comes the shock 
stage, when the sanctions are handed 
down. Then comes the reality stage, 
when a program learns to live with the 
lasting effects of probation. The Cow- 
boys are in the reality stage now— 
they've lost 15 scholarships the last 
three recruiting seasons—and it hurts. 
Offensive strengths: Not many. But the 
Cowboys do have four starting linemen 
back and have high hopes for incoming 
tailbacks Rafael Denson and Kelly 
Yancy. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Cowboys 
can't seem to decide on a quarterback. 
Kenny Ford, a versatile run-pass type, 
has the edge entering the fall. 
Defensive strengths: Tackle Stacey Sat- 
terwhite, cornerback Mike Clark and 
end Jason Gildon have the talent to be- 
come all-conference players. This 
could be one of Oklahoma State’s best 
defenses in recent years, but not a 
great one by any measure. 

Defensive weaknesses: The linebacking 
corps leaves a lot to be desired. 

Special teams: Jones will be hard 
pressed to find a replacement for the 
departed Cary Blanchard, who was a 
superb place-kicker/punter. 

Key to success: Settling on a quarter- 
back and tailback. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Jones can’t de- 
cide on a quarterback. 

Coach Pat Jones says: “We're not as 
good as we were or will be, but I think 
what I’m seeing is the talent level in 
this group of incoming guys will start to 
pick back up.” 


Dangerous Cyclone: Jowa State’s Chris Pedersen may be the Big Eight’ 's best Sand 
quarterback. 
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\8/KaNSAS STATE 


Coach: Bill Snyder (6-16, 2 years.) 

1990 record: 5-6, Big Eight: 2-5/T6th. 

Key losses: James Enin-Okut, LB; Pat Jackson, RB; 
Danny Needham, S$; Carl Straw, OB. 

Starters returning: Offense {11}: Russ Campbell, TE, 
6-5/255, Sr.; David Gleue, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Doug 
Grush, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Frank Hernandez, WR, 6- 
0/185, Sr.; Quentin Neujahr, C, 6-4/270, Soph.; 
Mike Orr, T, 6-7/260, Jr.; Rod Schiller, FB, 6-0/ 
205, Soph.; Michael Smith, WR, 5-10/160, Sr.; 
Doug Warren, G, 6-5/285, Sr.; Eric Wolford, G, 6- 
3/260, Soph.; Tate Wright, K, 5- 11/160, Soph. De- 
fense (10); Brooks Barta, LB, 6-0/215, Jr.; Roger- 
ick Green, CB, 6-0/ 175, Sr.; Ekwensi Griffith, NG, 
6-0/265, Jr; Jody Kilian, T, 6-5/265, Jr; Cu. 
Masters, S, 6- 1/200, Jr.; Steve Moten, T, 6-2/270, 
dr; Chris Patterson, E, 6-3/235, Jr.; William Price, 
CB, 6-1/200, Sr.; Evan Simpson, NG, 5- 11/315, 
Sr.; Tony Williams, T, 6-4/295, Jr. 

Other key returness: Casey Blim, OG, Jr. (RS); Joe 
Boone, LB, Sr.; Eric Clayton, OT, Jr.; Andre Cole- 
man, WR, Soph.; Eric Gallon, RB, Sr. (RS/medi- 
cal); Al Jones, TE, Sr.; Jaime Mendez, DB, Soph.; 
Kitt Rawlings, RB, Soph.; Paul Watson, OB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Gerald Benton, WR, Jr. (JC); Bar- 
rett Brooks, OT, Fr. (RS); Bryant Brooks, RB, Fr.; 
Jim Hmielewski, OT, Fr. (RS); Derrick McBride, 
OB, Fr. (RS); Corona Ngatuvai, OL, Jr. (JC); Joey 
Normand, WR, Fr. (RS); Dirk Ochs, DL, Fr. 
Schedule: indiana State, Sept. 7; idaho State, Sept. 
14; Northern Illinois, Sept. 21; at Washington, 
Sept. 28; Kansas, Oct. 12; at Nebraska, Oct. 19; 
Colorado, Oct. 26; at Oklahoma, Nov. 2; at lowa 
State, Nov. 9; Missouri, Nov. 16; at Oklahoma 
State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Wildcats. 

Site; Manhattan, Kan. 


Outlook: Hardly anyone’s laughing any- 
more at these former laughingstocks of 
college football. Sure, three of their 
1990 victories came against Western II- 
linois, New Mexico State and New Mex- 
ico. But those are the same kind of 
teams that used to beat the Wildcats 
regularly. 

Offensive strengths: Although neither 
has breakaway speed, Michael Smith 
and Frank Hernandez are two of the 
best and most experienced wide receiv- 
ers in the league. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Wildcat of- 
fense needs a proven running back and 
lacks big-play potential. 

Defensive strengths: The Wildcats’ line 
used to get shoved around by everyone. 
Those days are over, thanks to tackles 
Jody Kilian and Tony Williams and 
noseguard Evan (The Oven) Simpson. 
Defensive weaknesses: If you think 
Nebraska has a slow defense, look at 
this one. 

Special teams: Tate Wright returns to 
handle the place-kicking, but the Wild- 
cats must find a new punter. Smith 
(kickoffs) and Andre Coleman (punts) 
are decent return men. 

Keys to success: Staying healthy, find- 
ing a running back and giving quarter- 
back Paul Watson time to throw. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Wildcats lose 
their opener to Division I-AA Indiana 
State. Thanks to a weak non- 
conference schedule, Kansas State 
should be 3-0 heading into its September 
28 game at Washington. 

Coach Bill Snyder says: “Two years ago 
we went into the spring with three de- 
fensive linemen and we finished the 
year with only two. We go in this year 
with a solid three-deep.” & 


rs : a 


Great expectations: Oklahoma State defensive end Jason Gildon has the talent to become | ; rT 4 
an all-conference player. { 


Ten-carat ’Cat: Kansas State’s Frank Hernandez is one of the best, most experienced 
wide receivers in the league. 
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Ascending: Kansas, Kansas State and 
Missouri. This group used to be known 
as the Bermuda Triangle—the Big 
Eight’s land of lost football. The three- 
some is still losing more games than it 
wins, but each program is making 
steady strides to- 

ward respectabi- —eE>E=E=—= 
ity. And the admin- 


istrations at all Best offensive line: 
three schools have — Oklahoma State 
shown patience _ Sestoffensivebacktielt: 
with young coach- _OM/ahoma 

ae Best backup quarterback: 


Descending: Ok- 


lahoma State. Hit — Patwlderscalvers: 
hard by probation, Best clutch receiver: 


the Cowboys will 
try to make do in ’91 
with an influx of 
junior college 
transfers, Coach 
Pat Jones has a lot of work to do. 
Nightmare schedule: Nebraska—by 
default. Nebraska often has been ma- 
ligned for having a soft non-league 
schedule, but this fall the Corn- 
huskers play 1990 Freedom Bowl! par- 
ticipant Colorado State and Pacific-10 
champion Washington at home and 
Arizona State on the road. Murderers’ 
Row, it’s not. But the Big Eight’s 1990 
slate is glaringly devoid of showcase 
non-conference matchups. 

Dream schedule: Oklahoma. The 
Sooners play a school-record seven 
games at home and open with non- 
conference “contests” against North 
Texas, Utah State and Virginia Tech. 
Best matchup of the year: Surprise, 
surprise. It’s Oklahoma at Nebras- 
ka—again—this time on November 
29. Has it really been 20 years since 
these schools played that legendary 
Game of the Century? 

Worst matchup of the year: Take your 
pick. There’s a lot to choose from 
among non-conference games. The 
pick here is Division I-AA North 
Texas at Oklahoma on September 14. 
Why do they play games like this? 
Shocker of the year: Missouri will beat 
Colorado at Boulder on October 
12—and get revenge for last year’s 
fifth-down fiasco in Columbia. 

Bowl bound: Oklahoma, Colorado and 
Nebraska all will play on New Year’s 
Day. Previously saddled by NCAA 
probation, the Sooners are eligible to 
go bowling for the first time in three 
years. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Eric Bieniemy’s. 
Colorado's 5-foot-7 little big man 
rushed for 3,940 yards in his college 
career and always could be counted 
on to get the tough yards. Buffaloes 
Coach Bill McCartney figures to audi- 
tion at least three players for the posi- 
tion. 

Most underrated player: Chris Peder- 
sen, QB, Iowa State. The Big Eight’s 
total offense leader last season wasn’t 


Best defensive lina: 
Colorado 


Steve Collins, Oklahoma 


Michael Smith, Kansas State 


Oklahoma’s Cale Gundy or Colorado’s 
Darian Hagan or Bieniemy. It was 
Pedersen, who has the size (6-3, 222 
pounds) and mobility that pro scouts 
love. 


Best-hitting defensive lineman: 
Jason Gildon, Oklahoma State 


Best kick- coverage units: 


Impact newcomers: Scott Blanton, K, 

Oklahoma, Fr.; Rafael Denson, RB, 

Oklahoma State, Fr.; Bert Milliner, 

WR, Oklahoma State, Jr. (JC); Ja- 

Juan Penny, WR, Oklahoma, Fr.; 

Sam Rogers, LB, Colorado, Jr. (JC). 

_ Coach of the year: 
Gary Gibbs, Ok- 
lahoma. Gibbs 
stepped into a vir- 
tual no-win situa- 


poral asia ae tion when he re- 
Bost-bitting linebacker: Nebraska Saaire ce smite 
Chris Wilson, Oklahoma Bast coash: ret $: bi 
Best secondary: Tom Osborne, Nebraska year hell win big 
Oklahoma Best Holtman candidate: and silence some of 
Best-hitting defensive back: Cale Guady, OB, Oklahoma his critics. 
Deon Figures, Colorado Best pro prospect: Coach on the hot 
Best kicking game: Chris Wilson, LB, Oklahoma seat: Tom Osborne, 
Nebraska. Oh, Dr. 


Kansas 


RETURNING LEADERS 
Rushing: Leodis Flowers, Nebraska, 104.4 
yds./game (149 att., 940 yds., 9 TDs, 6.3 
avg.). 

Passing efficiency: Mickey Joseph, Nebraska, 
141.9 rating pts. (78 att., 34 comp., 624 yds., 
11TBs)- 

Total offenss: Chris Pedersen, lowa State, 241.2 
yds./game (570 yds, rushing, 1601 yds. pass- 
ing, 2171 total yds.). 

Receiving: Michael Smith, Kansas State, 4.2 
rec./game (46 rec., 796 yds., 2 TDs, 17.3 
avg.)- 

Scoring: Jim Harper, Colorado, 6.9 pts./game 
(OTDs, 41 PATs, 14 FGs, 83 pts.). 

Punting: Brad Reddell, Oklahoma, 41.6 avg. (45 
punts, 1877 yds.). 

Punt returns: Tyrone Hughes, Nebraska, 12.5 
avg. ( 18 att., 225 yds., 0 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Tyrone Hughes, Nebraska, 29.1 
avg. (18 att., 523 yds., 1 TD). 

Field geals: Dan Eichloff, Kansas, 1.4 FG/game 
(15/21 FGs, 71%). 

Interceptions: Jaime Mendez, Kansas State, .60 
int./game (6int., 154 yds., 1TD). 


Growth potential: Nebraska hopes 
Leodis Flowers continues to blossom 
in 1991. 
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<» fom will coach the 
Cornhuskers as 

long as he wants. But the winningest 
coach in Big Eight history and the 
winningest active coach in college 
football hasn’t won enough big games 
lately to suit the Nebraska faithful. 
The Huskers have lost their last four 
bowl games, and Osborne’s teams 
have yet to win a national title. 
Best bets: Nebraska will extend its 
NCAA record for consecutive winning 
seasons to 30 and play in its 23rd con- 
secutive bowl game. . : . Kansas State 
will be licking its wounds after suc- 
cessive midseason games against 
Nebraska, Colorado and Oklahoma. 
... Missouri will finish the season 
with more yards passing than rush- 
ing. 
Odds and ends: Kansas State has a 
new Astroturf surface, thanks to 
booster Dave Wagner of Dodge City, 
Kan., who paid for the turf after win- 
ning a lottery. As a result, the Wild- 
cats are renaming KSU Stadium. Now 
it’s KSU Stadium/Wagner Field. 
Least they could do... . At the end of 
spring drills, four of Colorado's top 
five running backs were native Col- 
oradans. The last Coloradan to lead 
the Buffs in rushing was Lance Ol- 
ander in 1980. ... After completing 
his basketball eligibility, Colorado's 
Rodell (House) Guest thought he'd 
give football a try. He entered spring 
drills listed No. 1 at outside linebacker 
but quickly plummeted on the depth 
charts. He was last seen headed to 
Memphis for a stint with the Rockers 
of the World Basketball League. ... 
The cost of football went up at Mis- 
souri, with the Tigers adding a $1 sur- 
charge on all tickets to finance a $1.6 
million stadium renovation project at 
Faurot Field. ... Three of the 
league’s top 11 career scorers must be 
replaced this season—and all three 
were place-kickers: R.D. Lashar (Ok- 
lahoma), Cary Blanchard (Oklahoma 
State) and Jeff Shudak (Iowa State). 
—JIM THOMAS 
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Michigan’s hopes for a national title look rosy 


By BOB WOJNOWSKI 
Detroit News 


Ps N fter years of nurturing, parity fi- 


PA. 
AP™A season when the Big Ten Confer- 
ence featured its first four-way tie for 
the title. Some turned the parity party 
into a pity party, bemoaning the Big 
Ten’s fall from national prominence. 

But the conference that hasn’t pro- 
duced a national champion since Ohio 
State in 1968 now threatens to produce 
another: Michigan. The Wolverines, 
who shared last year’s crown with 
Iowa, Illinois and Michigan State, re- 
turn 16 starters eager to make a parody 
of the parity and deliver the school its 
fourth consecutive conference title—if 
not its first national crown since 1948. 

“That’s so speculative, it’s ridiculous 
to even talk about,” said second-year 
Michigan Coach Gary Moeller, who ex- 
perienced the No. 1 ranking for one 
week last season before the Wolverines 
were upset by Michigan State. “Realis- 
tically, we’re a long way from being the 
Number 1 team in the country. I want 
people to be excited about this team, 
yet I feel we're being placed in the same 
position as last year, and we handled it 
poorly.” 

Iowa, the Big Ten’s surprise team in 
1990, should present the Wolverines 
with their biggest roadblock. But the 
Hawkeyes aren’t the only obstacle to 
Michigan’s possible four-title streak. 
Michigan State, which handled Mich- 
igan, 28-27, last October, also should 
have a say in the final composition of 
the league standings. 

But before the 1991 champ is 
crowned, plenty of offensive pyrotech- 
nics figure to take place. After a year of 
leaguewide reloading, several teams 
appear ready to unload. Eight starting 
quarterbacks return, and Michigan 
State has UCLA transfer Bret Johnson 
to fill its void. There’s also a stable of 
marquee running backs in Michigan 
State’s Tico Duckett, Indiana’s Vaughn 
Dunbar, Ohio State’s Robert Smith and 
Carlos Snow and Michigan’s Ricky 
Powers. 

There will be strong arms and legs 
aplenty, but fans better have strong 
hearts as well. Most schools suffered 
major defensive losses—Ohio State 
linebacker Steve Tovar and Michigan 
linebacker Erick Anderson are the only 
returning all-conference first- 
teamers—sugegesting high-scoring 
slugfests and more blemishes on the 
withering image of a run-oriented, de- 
fense-dominated league. 


\\1// MICHIGAN 


rae Gary Moeller (9-3, 1 year; 15-27-3 overall, 
ears). 
1990 record: 9-3 (beat Mississippi in Mazda Gator 
_ Bowl). Big Ten: 6-2/T 1st. 


nally came into full bloom last. 


Aid 


1. MICHIGAN 
2. |OWA 
3. MICHIGAN STATE 
4. ILLINOIS 
5. OHIO STATE 
6. MINNESOTA 
7. INDIANA 
8. PURDUE 
9. WISCONSIN 
10. NORTHWESTER 
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Key losses: Jarrod Bunch, FB; Dean Dingman, 0G; 
Tom Dohring, OT; David Key, CB; John Milligan, 
LB; Vada Murray, S; T.J. Osman, MG; Jon Vaughn, 
TB; Tripp Welborne, S. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Derrick Alexander, 
WR, 6-2/ 169, Jr.; J.D. Carlson, K, 5- 10/179, Sr.; 
Joe Cocozzo, G, 6-3/294, Jr.; Dave Diebolt, TE, 6- 
5/250, Sr.; Matt Elliott, G/C, 6-3/269, Sr.; Steve 
Everitt, C, 6-5/270, Jr.; Elvis Grbac, QB, 6-5/220, 
dJr.; Desmond Howard, FL, 5-9/170, Jr.; Greg 
Skrepenak, T, 6-6/320, Sr. Defense (7): Erick An- 


Marquee value: Stars like flanker 
Desmond Howard are the reason why 
Michigan's offense is balanced and 
dangerous. 
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derson, LB, 6- 1/234, Sr.; Eddie Azcona, P, 5-9/ 
189, Jr.; Martin Davis, LB, 6-3/234, Jr.; Lance 
Dottin, CB, 6-3/ 196, Sr.; Mike Evans, T, 6-3/250, 
Sr.; Chris Hutchinson, T, 6-2/260, Jr.; Neil Simp- 
son, LB, 6- 1/222, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Corwin Brown, DB, Jr.; Rob 
Doherty, OT, Jr.; Burnie Legette, FB, Jr.; Tony 
McGee, TE, Jr.; Marc Milia, 0G, Soph.; Steve Mor- 
rison, LB, Soph.; ese) etek TB, Soph.; Doug 
Skene, OT, Jr.; Chris Stapleton, P/K, Soph. (RS/ 
medical); Brian Wallace, OL, Soph.; Dwayne Ware, 
DB, Jr.; Otis Williams, DB, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Matt Dyson, LB, Fr. (RS); Tony 
Henderson, DL, Fr. (RS); Trezelle Jenkins, OT, Fr.; 
Shawn Miller, OG, Fr. (RS); Bobby Powers, LB, Fr. 
RS/medical); Tyrone Wheatley, RB, Fr.; Trent 
‘enkewicz, DL, Fr. 
Schedule: At Boston College, Sept. 7; Notre Dame, 
Sept. 14; Florida State, Sept. 28; at lowa, Oct. 5; at 
Michigan State, Oct. 12; Indiana, Oct. 19; at Min- 
nesota, Oct. 26; Purdue, Nov. 2; Northwestern, 
Nov. 9; at Illinois, Nov. 16; Ohio State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Wolverines. 
Site: Ann Arbor, Mich. 


Outlook: The key offensive components 
are back and the defense is loaded, but 
so is the schedule. And so is this ques- 
tion: Might Gary Moeller have national 
championship material here? 

Offensive strengths: They’re every- 


where in an offense as balanced and | 


dangerous as any. Ricky Powers is 
about to become a star, while Desmond 
Howard's star already shines bright. An 
outstanding offensive line, anchored by 
Greg Skrepenak, should offer ample 
time for Elvis Grbac. 

Offensive weaknesses: For a team that 
recruits so well, the Wolverines haven't 
stockpiled much depth. With Jon 
Vaughn's early defection, Powers is the 


only experienced tailback. Replacing | 


Jarrod Bunch will be difficult. 
Defensive strengths: When healthy, 


Chris Hutchinson and Mike Evans are | 


superb. Erick Anderson is the rockina 
talented, but sometimes rocky, corps of 
linebackers. 

Defensive weaknesses: Replacing three 
secondary starters won’t be that diffi- 


cult. Top talent is ready to step in, led | 


by Corwin Brown and Otis Williams. 
Still, youth in the secondary plus incon- 
sistency at outside linebacker equals 
trouble against passing teams. 

Special teams: J.D. Carlson is a better 
place-kicker than he showed last sea- 
son, but the punting game remains sus- 
pect. Eddie Azcona is the incumbent. 
Howard is an excellent return man, and 
the coverage units are outstanding. 

Key to success: The defense must be 
better than it was a year ago, particu- 
larly the outside linebackers. With the 
tough early schedule, there’s no time 
for slow development. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Grbac or Powers 
is injured, Michigan has no proven 
backup at either position. 

Coach Gary Moeller says: “This team 
will get a lot of hype and people will talk 
about it, but the players had better not 


listen. I don’t want us to think we're bet- | 


ter than we are.” 


Continued 
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“1 Coach: Hayden Fry (90-50-4, 12 years; 179- 139-8 
4 overall, 28 years). 
1990 record: 8-4 (lost to Washington in Rose 


Bowl). Big Ten: 6-2/T Ist. 

Key losses; Greg Aegerter, OL; Nick Bell, RB; Melvin 
Foster, LB; Merton Hanks, DB; Jim Johnson, DL; 
Matt Ruhland, DL; Tony Stewart, RB; Michael Tit- 


ley, TE. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Rob Baxley, T, 6-5/ 
280, Sr,; Scott Davis, T, 6-4/270, Jr.; Mike Devlin, 
C, 6-3/275, Jr.; Danan Hughes, WR, 6-2/202, Jr.; 
Lew Montgomery, FB, 6-0/212, Jr.; Matt Rodgers, 
QB, 6-4/205, Sr.; Jeff Skillett, K, 6-4/ 186, Sr. De- 
fense (9): re Buch, S, 6-2/ 190, Jr.; Rod Davis, 
DL, 6- 1/260, Sr.; John Derby, LB, 6-2/226, Sr.; 
Jim Hujsak, P, 6-0/200, Jr.; Eddie Polly, CB, 5- 10/ 
182, Sr.; Moses Santos, E, 6-3/236, Sr.; Leroy 
Smith, E, 6-2/214, Sr.; Mike Wells, NG, 6-4/275, 
Soph.; Brian Wise, S, 6-2/215, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Larry Blue, DE, Soph. (RS/ 
medical); Gary Clark, S, Sr.; Mike Dailey, LB, 
ro Rod Davis, NG, Sr.; Ted Faley, LB, dr.; Jon 
Filloon, WR, Sr.; Ron Geater, OL, Sr.; Carlos James, 
CB, Jr.; Paul Kujawa, FB, Jr; Marvin Lampkin, RB, 
Jr.; Jeff Nelson, DL, Jr.; Jason Olejniczak, S, Soph.; 
Scott Plate, CB, Soph,; Matt Quest, OL, Soph.; Bob 
Rees, OL, Jr.; Mike Saunders, RB, Sr.; Ted Velicer, 
OL, Jr.; Dave Turner, OL, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Andre Hill, RB, Fr. 

ule: Hawaii, Sept. 7; at lowa State, Sept. 14; 
Northern Illinois, Sept. 28; Michigan, Oct. 5; at 
Wisconsin, Oct. 12; Illinois, Oct. 19; at Purdue, Oct. 
26; at Ohio State, Nov. 2; Indiana, Nov. 9; at North- 
western, Nov. 16; Minnesota, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Hawkeyes. 
Site: lowa City, la. 


Outlook: The Hawkeyes parlayed a pun- 
ishing ground game, an underdog’s psy- 
chological edge and good fortune into a 
Rose Bowl trip last season. It’s unlikely 
Iowa will duplicate any of those ingredi- 
ents, but the potency of Matt Rodgers 
and the impotency of its schedule gives 
Iowa a shot at returning to Pasadena. 
Offensive strengths: Rodgers figures to 
earn All-Big Ten status again, marking 
the seventh time in nine years an Iowa 
quarterback earns the honor. Rodgers 
will operate behind a veteran line led by 
Mike Devlin and Rob Baxley. Lew 
Montgomery and Paul Kujawa, excel- 
lent blocking fullbacks, also return. 
Offensive weaknesses: Throwing the 
ball is never a problem for the Hawk- 
eyes, but what made them tough last 
season was the running of Nick Bell and 
Tony Stewart. Until they’re replaced, 
the Hawkeyes will fling. 

Defensive strengths: Leroy Smith and 
Moses Santos are back to anchor the 
line. Despite the loss of Merton Hanks, 
the secondary is experienced. 
Defensive weaknesses: It’ll be tough for 
Iowa to match its run-stuffing defense 
of a year ago, which led the Big Ten. 
The heart of the line—Jim Johnson and 
Matt Ruhland—is gone, as is outstand- 
ing linebacker Melvin Foster. 

Special teams: Blocked punts cost the 
Hawkeyes dearly, and Jim Hujsak 
must improve his 37.3-yard average. 
Jeff Skillett is a dependable short field- 
goal kicker. 

Key to success: Rebuilding the interior 
of the defensive line, which must pro- 
vide a pass rush to hide a slow second- 
ary. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Rodgers is throw- 
ing on every down, it means the Hawk- 
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Keeping it in the family: Jowa’s Matt Rodgers figures to earn All-Big Ten status again, 
which would mark the seventh time in nine years an Iowa quarterback has done so. 
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eyes haven’t established their ball- 
control running game. 

Coach Hayden Fry says: “We have the 
nucleus of another good team. I’m opti- 
mistic, but we won’t have the advan- 
tage of being a surprise team like we 
were a year ago.” 


\3 /micuiGan STATE 


Coach: George Perles (54-36-4, 8 years). 

1990 jad 8-3-1 (beat Southern California in 
John Hancock Bowl). Big Ten: 6-2/T ist. 

Key losses: James Bradley, WR; Eddie Brown, CB; 
Cliff Confer, DE; Dixon Edwards, LB; Dan Enos, QB; 
Hyland Hickson, TB; Mike laquaniello, S; Carlos 
Jenkins, LB; Matt Keller, OG/OT; John Langeloh, K; 
Eric Moten, OG/OT; Jeff Pearson, C; Rob Roy, FB; 
Bobby Wilson, DT; Freddie Wilson, S; Duane 
Young, TE. 

Starters returning: Offense {5}: Tico Duckett, TB, 5- 
10/ 185, Jr.; Courtney Hawkins, FL, 5-9/ 184, Sr.; 
Toby Heaton, G, 6-6/280, Jr.; Jim Johnson, T, 6- 
5/295, Sr.; Roosevelt Wagner, G, 6-2/312, Jr. De- 
fense (5): Chuck Bullough, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; Josh 
Butland, P, 6-5/246, Sr; Alan Haller, CB, 5-11/ 
189, Sr.; Bill Johnson, E, 6-4/289, Sr.; Bill Reese, 
T, 6- 1/242, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Brice Abrams, FB, Soph.; Myron 
Bell, S, Soph.; Tony Briningstool, LB, Sr.; Rob 
Fredrickson, LB, Soph.; Brian Howard, WR, Jr.; Jim 
Miller, QB, Soph.; Todd Murray, CB, Jr.; Kurt Prins, 
TE, Jr; Sebastian Small, TB, Soph.; Bill Stoy- 
anovich, K, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Mill Coleman, QB, Fr. (RS); Brian . 
DeMarco, OT, Fr. (RS); Jay Greene, WR, Fr. (RS/ 
medical); Shane Hannah, OT, Fr. (RS); Juan 
Hammonds, LB, Fr. (RS/Prop 42); Aaron Jackson, 
DE, Fr. (RS); Bret Johnson, OB, Jr. (transfer/ 
UCLA); Damian Manson, DB, Fr.; Dale Person, LB, 
Fr.; Hickey Thompson, TB, Fr. 

Schedule: Central Michigan, Sept. 14; at Notre 
Dame, Sept. 21; i at Sept. 28; at Indiana, Oct. 
5; Michigan, Oct. 12; Minnesota, Oct. 19; at Ohio 
State, Oct. 26; Northwestern, Nov. 2; at Wisconsin, 
Nov. 9; at Purdue, Nov. 16; Illinois, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Spartans. 

Site: East Lansing, Mich. 
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Outlook: The Spartans have holes, but 
Coach George Perles recruits well 
enough to keep filling them. Perenni- 
ally the league’s most physical team, 
Michigan State is one medium-sized 
step from becoming a national con- 
tender. 

Offensive strengths: For all its brute 
power, the Spartans have two of the 
league’s top skill-position athletes in 
Tico Duckett and Courtney Hawkins. 
Both are showcase players, as is Jim 
Johnson. The question: Will Perles find 
a way to showcase them? 

Offensive weaknesses: Not many. Re- 
placing Dan Enos won't be easy, but 
UCLA transfer Bret Johnson has expe- 
rience, toughness and the early lead. 
Defensive strengths: Once again, holes 
must be plugged around a couple of 
standouts. Chuck Bullough and Bill 
Johnson will be the cornerstones, and 
history suggests Perles will find bricks 
to finish the building. 

Defensive weaknesses: After Bullough, 
the linebacking is untested. After Alan 
Haller, the secondary is even more un- 
tested. 

Special teams: All-time school scoring 
leader John Langeloh is gone, but 
punter Josh Butland, a 6-foot-5 boomer 
who could be great, is back. Hawkins is 
an excellent return man. 

Key to success; Replacing seven start- 
ers on defense appears to be the biggest 
chore, but Perles always finds guys to 
hit. The key will be finding the right guy 
to throw (Johnson or Mill Coleman?). 
Sure sign of trouble: If Duckett is carry- 
ing the ball 35 times a game, that means 
Hawkins isn't getting it enough and 
Perles’ new offensive system is still too 


predictable. 

Coach George Perles says: ‘‘Defen- 
sively, we’re exactly where we were a 
year ago, when we had to replace seven 
starters. We proved last year we can do 
that and still play the kind of defense 
we expect at Michigan State.” 


\@/iunois 


Coach: John Mackovic (24- 11-1, 3 years; 38+31-1 
overall, 6 years). 
1990 record: 8-4 (lost to Clemson in Hall of Fame 
Bowl). Big Ten: 6-2/T Ist. 
Key losses: Mel Agee, DT; Romero Brice, LB; Darrick 
Brownlow, LB; Jeff Finke, TE; Moe Gardner, NT; 
Chris Green, CB; Howard Griffith, FB; Bill Henkel, 
LB; Doug Higgins, K; Henry Jones, CB; Curt Love- 
lace, C; Quintin Parker, S; Cam Pepper, 0G; John 
Wachter, T; Shawn Wax, SE. 
Starters returning: Offense (6); Brad Hopkins, T, 6- 
3/300, Jr.; Tony Laster, T, 6-3/281, Sr.; Wagner 
Lester, RB, 6-2/228, Jr.; Tim Simpson, G, 6-2/ 
284, Sr.; Elbert Turner, WR, 6-0/ 165, Sr.; Jason 
Verduzco, QB, 5-9/ 192, Jr. Defense (3}: Mike Po- 
meee T, 6-2/256, Sr.; Marion Primous, S, 6-3/ 
222, Sr.; Forry Wells, P/QB, 6-4/203, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Kameno Bell, RB, Sr.; Greg 
Engel, OL, Soph.; Jimmy Harness, P, Soph.; David 
Olson, TE, Soph.; Gus Palma, WR, Sr.; James 
feat OT, Jr.; John Wright, WR, Jr.; Mark Zitnik, 
, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Chad Copher, DL, Fr. (RS); John 
Horn, DL, Fr; Dana Howard, LB, Fr. (RS); Brett 
Larsen, P/K, Fr.z JJ. dof Hint QB, Fr. (RS); 
Chris Richardson, P/K, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: East Carolina, Aug. 31; at Missouri, Sept. 
14; Houston, Sept. 21; Minnesota, Oct. 5; Ohio 
State, Oct. 12; at lowa, Oct. 19; at Northwestern, 
Oct. 26; Wisconsin, Nov. 2; at Purdue, Nov. 9; 
Michigan, Nov. 16; at Michigan State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Fighting Illini. 
Site: Champaign, Ill. 


Outlook: After three years of steady 
success, this will be Coach John Mack- 
ovic’s biggest challenge. The defense 
has gone from highly touted to com- 
pletely routed. The Illini still have 
enough talent to be dangerous, but not 
enough experience to be contenders. 
Offensive strengths: A veteran line, 
headed by Tim Simpson, should provide 
solid protection for Jason Verduzco, 
who will need it. 

Offensive weaknesses: After Wagner 
Lester, there isn’t much experience or 
depth in the running game. Verduzco 
will be required to manufacture most of 
the offense. 

Defensive strengths; After stocking the 
NFL with defensive players, the Illini 
must restock themselves. Marlon 
Primous is outstanding, and there is 
good, young talent at most positions. 
Defensive weaknesses: Where do you 
begin when the entire line and almost 
every starting linebacker and defensive 
back is gone? For all its talent, Illinois 
was poor against the run last season, 
which remains a concern. 

Special teams: As uncertain as every 
other area on the team. Doug Higgins, 
must be replaced, and Forry Wells and 
Jimmy Harness will share punting 
chores. 

Key to success: The youngsters on de- 
fense must grow up quickly because 
Verduzco and the offense can’t carry it 
very long or very far. 

Sure sign of trouble: If opposing ball- 
carriers are shredding the defense 


again, the Illini will tumble. 

Coach John Mackovic says: “Whenever 
you have a talented group of seniors 
graduate, it’s a necessity to restock 
your lineup. We’ve not had the steady 
progression of classes that some 
schools have had, where there’s a group 
of seniors waiting in the wings. This 
team will look very much like the ’88 
team—a combination of a lot of young 
players with a sprinkling of veteran 
players.” 


\S/ onto STATE 


Coach: John Cooper ( 19-14-2, 3 years; 101-54-4 

overall, 14 a): 

1990 ; 7-4-1 (lost to Air Force in Liberty 

Bowl). Big Ten: 5-2-1/5th. 

Key losses: Dan Beatty, C; Vinnie Clark, CB; Greg 

Frey, QB; Jeff Graham, FL; Jay Koch, LB; Gary 

Lickovitch, TE; Bobby Olive, SE; Jim Peel, S; Mark 
_ Pelini, S; John Peterson, 06. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Scottie Graham, FB, 

5- 10/220, Sr.; Alan Kline, T, 6-7/280, Soph.; Roy 

Nichols, T, 6-5/295, Sr.; Mick Shoaf, T, 6-6/285, 

Sr.; Robert Smith, RB, 6-2/ 195, Soph.; Tim Wil- 

liams, K/P, 5-9/180, Soph. Defense {7}: Rich 

Frimel, T, 6-3/250, Sr.; Tom Lease, LB, 6-5/230, 

Jr.; Foster Paulk, CB, 5-11/ 180, Jr; Jason Sim- 

mons, LB, 6-5/255, Soph.; Greg Smith, NG, 6-2/ 

255, Jr; Alonzo Speliman, E, 6-6/265, Jr; Steve 

Tovar, LB, 6-4/240, Jr. 

Other key returnees; Butler By'not’e, RB, Soph.; Jeff 
Ellis, TE, Sr.; Kent Graham, QB, Sr.; Raymont Har- 
ris, TB, Soph.; Len Hartman, 0G, Jr.; John Kach- 
erski, LB, Sr. (RS/medical); Dante Lee, TB, Jr.; 
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Casting a spell: The hulking Alonzo Spellman hopes to hex opposing offenses. 


pees Se RB, Sr. (RS/medical); Brian Stab- 
fein, SE, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Randall Brown, LB, Fr. (RS); Joe 
Pickens, 8, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: Arizona, Sept, 7; Louisville, Sept. 14; 
Washington State, Sept. 21; Wisconsin, Oct. 5; at 
illinois, Oct. 12; Northwestern (at Cleveland), Oct. 
19; Michigan State, Oct. 26; lowa, Nov. 2; at Min- 
nesota, Nov. 9; Indiana, Nov. 16; at Michigan, Nov. 
23. 

Nickname: Buckeyes. 

Site: Columbus, 0. 


Outlook: Coach John Cooper’s stock is 
at an all-time low and Ohio State fans’ @ 
impatience is at an all-time high. Coo- j 
per lost four assistants in the off- J 
season, suggesting a bailout in case he J 
gets thrown out. Fortunately for him, 
the Buckeyes have a backfield that’s 
loaded and a schedule that’s not. If Coo- 
per can piece together a fierce defense 
to match his fiery offense, the Buck- 
eyes will be tough. ; 
Offensive strengths: Ohio State boastsa 
bevy of runners, headed by Robert § 
Smith, that is as deep and talented as 
any in the country. An experienced line 
will lead the way. be 
Offensive weaknesses: Uncertainty at 
quarterback, where Kent Graham, § 
with just one year of eligibility, must 

develop. Big-play receivers Jeff Gra- 
ham and Bobby Olive must be replaced. 
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OFFENSE: nae Fes 
Bret Johnson, QB, Michigan State PK 
DEFENSE: \ P 


Matt Dyson, LB, Michigan 


Defensive strengths: There's talent and 
experience along the line in Rich 
Frimel, Alonzo Spellman and Greg 
Smith. And there’s an outstanding 
linebacker in Steve Tovar. 

Defensive weaknesses: Most of the sec- 
ondary graduated, leaving the Buck- 
eyes vulnerable, once again, to good 
passing teams. 

Special teams: Place-kicker Tim Wil- 
liams won't hurt the Buckeyes, but the 
punting game might. In fact, without an 
experienced punter, Ohio State is test- 
ing Williams, who has never punted. 
Key to success: An up-and-down de- 
fense has to stay up while the quarter- 
back gains experience. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the pass rush is 
mediocre, a mediocre secondary will be 
exposed. Tovar, who broke a foot in 
spring practice, must come back 
healthy or the defense could fall ill. 
Coach John Cooper says: “The strength 
of this football team is going to be in 
numbers, not in individual play. We 
have more depth, better athletes and 
better speed across the board than 
we've had my first three years here.” 


; Brent Berglund, K; 

| Hendrickson, OG; Frank — 

Tinglenet , OT; Chris Thome, C; Pat 
Startors returning: Offense (7): Keith Ballard, T, 6- 
5/287, Ji alt Evane Te 6-0) , Sr.; Marquel 


eh Se 
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FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE 
Name, School Ht/Wt. Class 
COURTNEY HAWKINS, Mich. State 5-9/184 Sr. 
DESMOND HOWARD, Michigan 5-9/170 Jr. 
JEFF ELLIS, Ohio State 6-4/250 Sr. 
GREG SKREPENAK, Michigan 6-6/320 Sr. 
JIM JOHNSON, Michigan State 6-5/295 Sr. 
MIKE DEVLIN, lowa 6-3/275 Jr. 
TIM SIMPSON, Illinois 6-2/284 Sr. 
MATT ELLIOTT, Michigan 6-3/269 Sr. 
MATT RODGERS, lowa 6-4/205 Sr. 
ROBERT SMITH, Ohio State 6-2/195 Soph 
TICO DUCKETT, Michigan State 5-10/185 Jr. 
DEFENSE 

. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
JEFF ZGONINA, Purdue 6-3/270 Jr. 
BILL JOHNSON, Michigan State 6-4/289 Sr. 
ALONZO SPELLMAN, Ohio State 6-6/265 Jr. 
STEVE TOVAR, Ohio State 6-4/240 Jr. 
CHUCK BULLOUGH, MichiganSt. 6-2/225 Sr. 
ERICK ANDERSON, Michigan 6-1/234 Sr. 
JOHN DERBY, lowa 6-2/226 Sr. 
TROY VINCENT, Wisconsin 6-0/190 Sr. 
ALAN HALLER, Michigan State  5-11/189 Sr. 
MARLON PRIMOUS, Illinois 6-3/222 Sr. 
SEAN LUMPKIN, Minnesota 6-1/213 Sr. 

SPECIALISTS — 

. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
J.D. CARLSON, Michigan 5-10/179 Sr. 
ERIC BRUUN, Purdue 6-2/216 Sr. 


Fleetwood, OB, 6-0/ 185, Jr.; Ted Harrison, 0G, 6- 
4/281, Jr.; Paul Hopewell, WR, 6-2/202, Sr.; Jim 
King, RB, 5-9/ 198, Sr.; Mark Smith, TB, 6- 1/203, 
Soph. Defensa (9): William Collins, LB, 6- 1/219, 
Soph.; Derek Fisher, CB, 5-9/ 182, Jr.; Russ Heath, 
LB, 6-2/208, Soph.; Gary Isakson, T, 6-4/277, Sr.;_ 
Dean Kaufman, P, 6-2/235, Jr.; Sean Lumpkin, S, 
6- 1/213, Sr.; Drinon Mays, CB, 5- 10/173, Soph.; 
Joel Staats, LB, 6-2/231, Sr.; Ben Williams, E, 6- 
1/240, Sr, 
Other key returnees; Anthony Bryant, DE, Sr.; Steve 
Cambrice, TE, Soph.; Antonio Carter, TB, Soph.; 
Andre Davis, LB, Jr.; Kraig Hackbarth, DT, Sr.; 
Scott Hendrickson, C, Jr.; Keswic Joiner, WR, Sr.; 
Andy Kratochvil, DE, Soph.; Marty Mathis, LB, Jr.; 
Ken McClintock, FB, Jr.; Ron Mertz, DE, Sr.; Chuck 
Rios, TB, Soph.; Scott Schaffner, QB, Sr.; Kenneth 
Sebree, CB, Sr.; Andre Thaddies, CB, Sr.; Andrew 
Veit, LB, Soph.; Lance Wolkow, LB, Soph.; Pat 
Wright, LB, Jr. , 
Top newcomers; Mike Chalberg, K, Fr.; Mike Dean, 
QB, Fr.; Doyle Cockrell, DT, Fr. (RS); Ed Haw- 
thorne, DT, Fr. (RS); Doug Winter, DT, Soph. 
Prop 42); Todd Wolkow, LB, Fr. (RS). 

ls: San Jose State, Sept. 14; at Colorado, 
Sept. 21; Pittsburgh, Sept. 28; at Illinois, Oct. 5; 
Purdue, Oct. 12; at Michigan State, Oct. 19; Mich- 
igan, Oct. 26; at Indiana, Nov. 2; Ohio State, Nov. 9; 

isconsin, Nov. 16; at lowa, Nov. 24. 

Hickname: Golden Gophers. 
Site: Minneapolis. 


Outlook: The Gophers are in a holding 
pattern, finishing 6-5 in five of the last 
six seasons. A one-year NCAA proba- 
tion will increase their bowl drought to 
five years, but there are signs of hope. 
Coach John Gutekunst saved his job 
with a 31-24 upset of Iowa in the season 
finale, and the Gophers have the talent 
to pull a couple this year. 

Offensive weaknesses: Everything is 
built around multitalented quarterback 
Marquel Fleetwood, the team’s offen- 
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SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE Bie 
Name, School HL/Wt Class 
DANAN HUGHES, lowa 6-2/202 Jr. 
ERNEST CALLOWAY, Purdue §-8/155 Jr. 
PATT EVANS, Minnesota 6-6/255 Sr. 
ROB BAXLEY, lowa 6-5/280 Sr. 
TONY LASTER, Illinois 6-3/281 Sr. 
STEVE EVERITT, Michigan 6-5/270 Jr. 
MIKE BRYAN, Wisconsin 6-3/270 Jr. 
TOBY HEATON, MichiganState 6-6/280 Jr. 
ELVIS GRBAC, Michigan 6-5/220 dr. 
VAUGHN DUNBAR, Indiana 6-0/207 Sr. 
RICKY POWERS, Michigan 6-0/205 Soph. 
DEFENSE 
Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
CHRIS HUTCHINSON, Michigan  6-2/260 Jr. 
MIKE EVANS, Michigan 6-3/250 Sr. 
LEROY SMITH, lowa 6-2/214 Sr. 
ED SUTTER, Northwestern 6-3/223 Sr. 
JOEL STAATS, Minnesota 6-2/231 Sr. 
MARK HAGEN, Indiana 6-3/229 Sr. 
GARY CASPER, Wisconsin 6-2/235 Jr. 
DEREK FISHER, Minnesota §-9/182 Jr. 
EDDIE FLETCHER, Wisconsin 5-7/170 Sr. 
GARY CLARK, lowa 6-0/195 Sr. 
CORWIN BROWN, Michigan 6-1/185 dr. 
SPECIALISTS — | 
Name, School HL/Wt Class 
TIM WILLIAMS, Ohio State 5-9/180 Soph. 
JOSH BUTLAND, MichiganState 6-5/246 Sr. 


sive most valuable player last season. 
His fleet-footed style mirrors that of 
former Minnesota star Rickey Foggie. 
He'll be supported by a trio of talented 
tailbacks: Mark Smith, Chuck Rios and 
Antonio Carter. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Gophers 
must rebuild their line, and the receiv- 
ing corps is thin and lacks a big-play 
threat. 

Defensive strengths: The linebacking, 
led byJoel Staats, is deep and talented. 
Staats is backed by one of the nation’s 
top safeties in Sean Lumpkin, a heavy 
hitter who led the team in tackles, 
Defensive weaknesses: The line has 
holes with the departure of Mike Sun- 
vold and Skeeter Akre, but Ben Wil- 
liams is a player to build around. 
Special teams: Abysmal. Inconsistent 
place-kicker Brent Berglund departs, 
but there’s no clear candidate to re- 
place him. Punter Dean Kaufman is 
unspectacular. The Gophers must im- 
prove in all areas, including coverage 
and returns. 

Key to success: The offensive line must 
develop quickly to fully utilize Fleet- 
wood and the young backs. 

Sure sign of trouble: An injury to either 
their star on offense (Fleetwood) or de- 
fense (Lumpkin). 

Coach John Gutekunst says: “We might | 
not be able to go to a bowl game, but I 
think we’re going to have one helluva 
team. And it’s not fair because most of 
these kids weren’t even in high school 
when our problems with the NCAA 
started.” 


\7 INDIANA 


Coach: Bill Mallory (37-42+2, 7 years; 136-94-3 
overall, 21 years). 
1990 record: 6-5-1 (lost to Auburn in Peach 
Bowl). Big Ten: 3-4-1/7th, 
Key losses: Dave Ane, S; Mike Dumas, S; Brian 
Hunnicut, DT; Cal Miller, FB; Macky Smith, P; Rob 
Turner, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense {10}: Scott Bonnell, K, 5- 
11/167, Jr; Vaughn Dunbar, TB, 6-0/207, Sr.; 
Trent Green, QB, 6-4/212, Jr.; Jason Mack, 0, 6- 
3/260, Jr.; Troy Newton, G, 6-2/290, Sr.; Randy 
Schneider, T, 6-5/290, Sr.; Todd Smith, G, 6-3/ 
285, Soph.; Eddie Thomas, WR, 6-0/ 195, Sr.; Phit 
Trinter, T, 6-6/281, Sr.; Todd Walker, TE, 6-4/ 
250, Sr. Defense (8): Charles Beauchamp, LB, 6-2/ 
228, Soph.; Greg Farrall, LB, 6-2/226, Sr.; Mark 
Hagen, LB, 6-3/229, Sr.; Chris McCoy, T, 6-3/250, 
Sr.; Larry McDaniel, NG, 6-3/235, Jr; Mike Mid- 
dleton, CB, 5-11/205, Jr.; John Miller, LB, 6-1/ 
210, Jr.; Mose Richardson, CB, 6-2/ 182, Soph. 
Other key returness: Chris Dyer, QB, Soph.; Scott 
McGowan, WR, Jr.; Jim Summerall, S, Sr.; Damon 
vate, $, Soph. 

newcomers: Jim Diguilio, P, Fr. 
te ule: At Notre Dame, Sept. 7; Kentucky, Sept. 
21; at Missouri, Sept. 28; Michigan State, Oct. 5; 
Northwestern, Oct. 12; at Michigan, Oct. 19; at 
Wisconsin, Oct. 26; Minnesota, Nov. 2; at lowa, 
Nov. 9; at Ohio State, Nov. 16; Purdue, Noy, 23. 
Nickname: Hoosiers. 
Sits: Bloomington, Ind. 


Outlook: With 18 returning starters, In- 
diana will be experienced. With Bill 
Mallory, it’ll be well coached. With an- 
other batch of middle-of-the-road play- 
ers, it'll be another middle-of-the-road 
team. 

Offensive strengths: Experience at 
quarterback, where Trent Green has 
emerged, finally wresting the fob from 
Chris Dyer. Vaughn Dunbar is a 1,000- 
yard rusher and the team’s best player. 
Offensive weaknesses: For a team re- 
turning 10 offensive starters, the 
Hoosiers have more holes than you'd 
imagine. Gone are the top three full- 
backs, a vital position in Indiana’s 
ground-oriented attack. The line re- 
mains a concern, and replacing Rob 
Turner will be tough. 

Defensive strengths: Plenty of experi- 
ence, especially at linebacker, where 
the entire corps returns. There’s decent 
depth everywhere, if not many stars. 
Defensive weaknesses: It'll be a while 
before the Hoosiers find a safety as 
good as the departed Mike Dumas, 
their MVP last season. There isn’t a lot 
of speed or athleticism. 

Special teams: Place-kicker Scott Bon- 
nell has a strong, if not always accu- 
rate, leg. All-league punter Macky 
Smith must be replaced. 

Key to success: Green must prove he’s a 
major-college passer. The Hoosiers 
don’t have a dominating defense to 
compensate for another last-place fin- 
ish in the league offensive passing 
charts. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Mallory doesn’t 
find a blocking fullback, Dunbar will 
have to work too hard for his yards and 
Green will have to.run too often for his 
life. 

Coach Bill Mallory says: “Dunbar can 
be one of the top running backs in the 
country. He has the tools, and he’s got 
the same heart and stamina as (former 
Indiana star) Anthony Thompson.” 


Taking off: Purdue noseguard Jeff Zgonina looks to establish himself as the Big Ten’s 
most Gan NaN lineman. 
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Coach: Jim Colletto (first year at Purdue; 17-38-1 
overall, 5 years). 

1990 record; 2-9. Big Ten: 1-7/T8th- 

Key losses: Jason Cegielski, 0G; Scott Conover, OT; 
Steve Jackson, CB; Terry Johnson, $; Nat Martin, 
S; Curtis McManus, WR; Tom MeNeil, LBy Jarrett 
Scales, CB; Larry Taylor, OG; Steve Wambold, K. 
Starters returning: Offense U7: Ernest Calloway, 
WR, 5-8/155, Jr; Denny Chronopoulos, T, 6-5/ 
290, Jr.; Rodney Dennis; WR, 6-1/185, Jr.; Bob 
Dressel, C, 6-5/290, Sr.; Jeff Hill, WR/RB, 6-1/ 
175, Soph.; Eric Hunter, QB, 6-5/206, Jr.; John 
Oglesby, RB, 6-0/200, Soph. Defense (7): Eric 
Beatty, LB, 6-1/228, Jr; Eric Bruun, P, 6-2/216, 
Sr.; Kris Burns, T, 6- 2/255, Sr Frank Kmet, T, 6- 
4/264, Sr. Peyton Minter, LB, 6-5/252, Sr.; Jim 
Schwantz, LB, 6-2/228, Sr; Jeff Zgonina, NG, 6- 
3/270, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Arlee Conners, RB, Soph.; Galen 
Morrow, RB, Soph.; Jimmy Young; WR, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Alfie Hill, OL, Fr.; ses Raabe: RB, 
Fr.; Vito Speciale, K, Fr. 

Schedule: Eastern Mich an, Sept. 7; at California, 
Sept. 14; Notre Dame, Sept: 28; at Northwestern; 
Oct. 5; at Minnesota, Oct. 12; Wisconsin, Oct. 19; 
lowa, Oct. 26; at Michigan, Nov. 2; Illinois, Nov. 9; 
Michigan State, Nov. 16; at Indiana, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Boilermakers. 

Site: West Lafayette, Ind. 


Outlook: New Coach Jim Colletto has 
dumped Fred Akers’ run-and-shoot of- 
fense, primarily because it did neither. 
Colletto’s emphasis on a balanced at- 
tack and talent at the skill positions will 
make the Boilermakers better, but not 
yet good. 

Offensive strengths: Eric Hunter makes 
plenty of things happen, not all of them 
good (league-high 14 interceptions). 
Under the tutelage of Colletto, who was 
Purdue’s offensive coordinator from 
1982 through 84, Hunter could shine. 
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Purdue returns most of its receivers, 
including Ernest Calloway and Rodney 
Dennis. 

Offensive weaknesses: Everywhere you 
look. Tailbacks are vital in Colletto’s 
new I-formation, and Purdue’s are 
young, although promising. Replacing 
three line starters is as important as 
finding a quality back. 

Defensive strengths: More than you'd 
imagine. Jeff Zgonina and Frank Kmet 
anchor a solid line. Injury-plagued 
linebacker Jim Schwantz is a potential 
star. 

Defensive weaknesses: The entire sec- 
ondary is gone, making a pass rush 
vital. The Boilermakers will switch 
from man-to-man to zone coverage to 
protect their young, but talented, sec- 
ondary. 

Special teams: Usually one of Purdue’s 
few strengths. Punter Eric Bruun is ex- 
cellent, and return man Calloway is 
dangerous. The place-kicking job is 
wide open. 

Key to success: Finding a quality back 
to take the heat off Hunter, who some- 
times melts. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Hunter is scram- 
bling too much, that means the backs 
aren't running well and the line isn't 
blocking well. 

Coach Jim Colletto says: “It’s going to 
take time. First, we want to try and get 
competitive. We want to be able to play 
nose to nose’with the good teams in this 
conference. But I don’t care how long 
I’m here, I will never talk about wins 
and losses.” 


Continued 
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WISCONSIN 


Coach: Barry Alvarez (1-10, 1 pear) 
1990 record: 1-10. Big Ten; 0-8/ 10th. 
Key losses: Jim Basten, OL; Dan Batsch, DT; Brad 
Brekke, P; Don a4 OT; Rick Godfrey, OL; Mal- 
vin Hunter, UB; Brady Pierce, OL; David 
rior OL: Greg Thomas, DB; Bill Williams, 


Toes returning: Offense (7): Chuck Belin, OL, 6- 
3/325, Jr.; Dave Czech, TE, 6-5/245, Soph; Tony 
Lowery, OB, 6-3/190, Sr.; Mark Montgome . FB, 
§-0/205, Soph.; Rich Thompson, K, 6-0/200, Jr.; 
Tim Ware, WR, 5-7/ 160, Jr.; Robert Williams, RB, 
5-9/185, Sr. Defense (7): Gary Casper, LB, 6-2/ 
235, Jr.; Eddie Fletcher, CB, 5-7/ 170, Sr.; Brendan 
Lynch, LB, 6-2/240, Sr.; Curt Maternowski, LB, 6- 
1/220, Jr.; Scott Nelson, BB, 6-0/200, Soph.; 
Lamark Shackerford, DL, 6-1/260, Soph.; Troy 
Vincent, CB, 6-0/ 190, Sr. 

Other key returnees; Tyler Adam, OL, Soph; Lionel! 
Crawford, WR, Sr.; Cartos Fowler, OL, Soph.; Lee 
Krueger, DL, Soph.; Aaron Norvell, LB, Jr.; Tony 
Spaeth, WA, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Mike Bryan, OG, Jr. (JC); Jason 
Burns, RB, Fr. (RS); Theo Carney, RB, Fr. (RS); 
Terrell Fletcher, RB, Fr.; Jason Maniecki, OL, Fr.; 
Brent Moss, AB, Soph. (Prop 42); Dwight Reese, 
LB, Jr. (JC); Jay Simala, O8, Soph. transfer! 
Miami of Ohio); Joe Wagner, OB, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Western Illinois, Sept. 14; lowa State, 
Sept. 21; Eastern Michigan, Sept. 28; at Ohio State, 
Oct. 5; lowa, Oct. 12; at Purdue, Oct. 19; Indiana, 
Oct: 26; at Illinois, Nov. 2; Michigan State, Nov. 9; 
at Minnesota, Nov. 16; Northwestern, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Badgers. 

Site: Madison, 


Outlook: If nothing else, Coach Barry 
Alvarez has the Badgers believing 
they’re headed in the right direction. 
He has recruited well, collecting Wis- 
consin’s best class in a decade. But 
when you're upgrading talent at virtu- 
ally every position, progress is slow. 

Offensive strengths: If there is one, it’s 
one more than a year ago, when Wis- 


consin’s 12.1 scoring average was the 
lowest in Division I. There is some ex- 
perience with Tony Lowery and Robert 
Williams. 

Offensive weaknesses: Alvarez is des- 
perate to establish a running game, but 
he first must establish a line. The Badg- 
ers lost four starters, which isn’t all bad 
considering they averaged 2.6 yards per 
rush. Wisconsin lacks speed, big-play 
ability and experience. 

Defensive strengths: Defense is Al- 
varez’s foundation, and it also presents 
the surest sign of progress. The Badg- 
ers play hard and hit hard, led by Troy 
Vincent and Gary Casper. 

Defensive weaknesses: The line was hit 
with heavy losses. There’s no way the 
Badgers can replace Don Davey, their 
fiery leader. Lack of overall speed re- 
mains a concern. 

Special teams: At Wisconsin, the punter 
works a lot harder than the place- 
kicker, and the Badgers need a new 
punter. Rich Thompson is the under- 
used, underrated place-kicker. 

Key to success: Finding somebody to 
open holes and somebody to run 
through them. Backed by a decent run- 
ning game, Lowery can be a decent 
quarterback. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the defense leaks 
badly, Alvarez won’t have enough fin- 
gers to plug the holes. 

Coach Barry Alvarez says: “We have to 
establish a running game. You can 
throw the ball between the 20-yard 
lines, but when you squeeze it down, 
people start loading up on you. If you 
can’t hand it off and you can’t run, you 
can’t win,” 


Welcome back, stranger: With Len Williams returning, Northwestern will have its 
starting quarterback on hand for the first time in four years. 


90, x 
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ey cree Peay ( 10-43-2, 5 years), 
record; 2-9. Big Ten: 1- 7/T8th. 

oleae Ira Adler, K; John Broeker, DT; Richard 
Buchanan, WR; Bob Christian, RB; Pat New, S; 
David Sanderson, LB; Terry Thomas, DB. 

Starters returaing: Offense ( }: Mark Benson, WR, 6- 
5/203, Sr.; Tobin Buckner, G, 6-5/255, Sr.; David 
Cross, TE, '6- 4/247, Sr.; Stan Holsen, T, 6- 71283, 
Sr.; Pat Norton, G, 6- 3/282, Jr.; Brian Tichy, G, 6- 
5/287, Sr.; Len Williams, QB, 6-0/224, Jr; David 
Woollard, T, 6-4/282, Sr.: Curt Zipfel, FB, 6-0/ 
193, Sr. Defense (7): Frank Boudreaux, T,6- 5/246, 
Sr.; Jason Cunningham, LB, 6-4/239, Sr.; Dan 
Freveletti, NG, 6-1/274, Sr.; Greg Gill, DB, 6-0/ 
189, Jr; Tom Homco, LB, 6-1/248, Sr.; Dwight 
pe DB, 6-2/199, Sr.; Ed Sutter, LB/P, 6-3/ 

, Sr. 

Other key returnoes: pany Ashmore, DT, Sr. (RS/ 
medical); Eric Dixon, RB, Sr.; Willie Lindsey, DB, 
Jr.; Steve Shine, LB, Jr. 


Top newcomers: None. 

Schedule: Rice, Sept. 14; at Rutgers, Sept. 21; Wake 
Forest, Sept. 28; Purdue, Oct. 5; at Indiana, Oct. 12; 
Ohio State (at Cleveland), Oct. 19; Illinois, Oct. 26: 
at Michigan State, Nov. 2; at Michigan, Nov. 9; 
lowa, Nov. 16; at Wisconsin, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Wildca 

Site: Evanston, i 


Outlook: The Wildcats eagerly point out 
they’ve avoided the league basement 
four of the last five seasons, which is 
the most positive statement you can 
make about a program facing impossi- 
ble odds. Coach Francis Peay usually 
generates enough offense to scare 
teams, but his defense frightens no one. 
Offensive strengths: For the first time 
in four years, Northwestern returns its 
starting quarterback, Len Williams, 
who is buoyed by an experienced line. 
Offensive weaknesses: Life without 
standouts Bob Christian and Richard 
Buchanan will be tough. That duo domi- 
nated for so long, nobody else at either 
position has much experience. 
Defensive strengths: Despite surren- 
dering 33.6 points per game, the Wild- 
cats improved last season—considerab- 
ly. They surrendered 45.2 in 1989. Ed 
Sutter is a big reason, but it’s hard find- 
ing reasons to expect similar improve- 
ment this season. 

Defensive weaknesses: Northwestern 
simply remains undersized and under- 
talented at too many positions. The 
tackles are especially young. 

Special teams: Sutter doubles as the 
team’s punter, which says as much 
about the Wildcats’ woes as it does 
about Sutter’s toes. Graduated place- 
kicker Ira Adler must be replaced. 

Key to success: If the defense can slow 
down opposing offenses, the Wildcats 
will score enough points to win a couple 
of games. 

Sure sign of trouble: If teams spend a lot 
of time rolling through Northwestern's 
defense, then the Wildcats’ most potent 
player, Williams, will spend too much 
time on the bench. 

Coach Francis Peay says: “We want to 
build upon our performance at the end 
of last season. Our efforts against both 
Michigan State and Illinois were as 
good as any during the year. Regardless 
of how well. and how hard we played in 
those last two games, we still did not 
win, and that is our goal.” & 


poste 


Ascending: Wisconsin. So how can 
anything be rising in Madison, other 
than heat from the fans’ necks? The 
Badgers have won four games in 
three years and were winless (0-8) in 
the Big Ten last season for the first 
time since 1968. But 
Coach Barry Al- 
varez appears to be 


building the pro- Best offensive ling: 


Most underrated player: Jeff Zgonina, 
NG, Purdue. This two-year starter 
has more than just a funny name; he 
might have All-America credentials. 


HONO 
NON 


Michigan 


SSL 


Strong and athletic, he led all Big Ten 
linemen in tackles and ranked second 
overall in tackles for losses. 

Impact newcomers: Mike Bryan, OG, 
Wisconsin, Jr. (JC); Mike Chalberg, 
K, Minnesota, Fr.; Matt Dyson, LB, 
Michigan, Fr. 
(RS); Terrell 
Fletcher, RB, Wis- 
consin, Fr.; Andre 


Michigan 


Best offensive backfield: 
Ohio State 


Best hackup quarterback: 


Best coaching staff: 
Michigan 

Best coach: 
Hayden Fry, lowa 


Hill, RB, Iowa, Fr.; be 
Bret Johnson, QB, | | 
Michigan State, Jr. 


gram’s firmest 
foundation since 
the late Dave 


Bast-hitting linebacker: 
Steve Tovar, Ohio State 


Best secondary: 


McClain posted 


Scott Schaffner, Minnesota 


Minnesota 


Bas! Heisman candidate: 


winning seasons 
from 1981 through 
84. 

Descending: Ohio 
State. The Buck- 
eyes are 13-9-2 in 
Big Ten play during 
Jéhn Cooper’s 
three seasons, 0-6 against chief rivals 
Michigan and Illinois. The curse of 
axing Earle Bruce lives. 

Nightmare schedule: Michigan. The 
Wolverines might have the toughest 
opening five games in the country: at 
Boston College, home against Notre 
Dame and Florida State, then at Iowa 
and Michigan State. 

Dream schedule: One of these years, 
Iowa will retire the trophy. The 
Hawkeyes must travel to Iowa State, 
but they venture outside the state only 
four times, visiting Wisconsin, Pur- 
due, Ohio State and Northwestern. 
Other non-conference cream puffs in- 
clude Hawaii and Northern Ilinois— 
both at home. 

Best matchup of the year: Michigan at 
Michigan State, October 12. Fanning 
the flames is the Spartans’ 28-27 upset 
last year of then-No. 1 Michigan, a 
game decided by a disputed, last- 
second two-point attempt by the Wol- 
verines that failed. 

Worst matchup of the year: North- 
western at Michigan, November 9. In 
a setback to rules of common de- 
cency, Northwestern is back on the 
Wolverines’ schedule after a two-year 
absence. 

Shocker of the year: Iowa at Purdue, 
October 26. With shifty quarterback 
Eric Hunter, the Boilermakers will 
turn the table on someone, and the 
Hawkeyes’ slow-footed secondary 
might set that table. 

Bowl bound: Michigan, Michigan 
State, Iowa, Ohio State. Michigan and 
Michigan State will play on New 
Year’s Day. Illinois and Indiana might 
squeeze into the bowl picture, too. If 
not for probation, Minnesota would 
land a bid. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Those worn by 
Iowa running backs Nick Bell and 
Tony Stewart, who combined for 1,853 
yards rushing and 461 yards receiving 
last season. Marvin Lampkin and 
Mike Saunders will try to replace that 


Bast wide receivers: 
Michigan 
Best clutch receiver: 


Best defensive line: 
Michigan 


Courtney Hawkins, Michigan State 


Best-hitting defensive back: 
Sean Lumpkin, Minnesota 
Bast kicking game: 
Michigan State 

Best kick- coverage units: 
Michigan 


f Al DERS ] 

t G LEADERS | 
Rushing: Tico Duckett, Michigan State, 125.1 

yds./game (249 att., 1376 yds., 10 TDs, 5.5 

avg.). 

Passing officiency: Jason Verduzco, tlinols, 

136.7 rating pts. (330-att., 213 comp.; 2446 

yds,, 16 TDs). 

Total offense; Eric Hunter, Purdue; 235.5 yds,/ 

game (0 yds. rushing, 2355 yds. passing, 

2355 total yds. ). 

Receiving: Desmond Howard, Michigan, 5.2 

tec./game (57 rec., 858 yds., 9 TDs, 15.1 


avg,). 

Scoring: J.D. Carlson, Michigan, 8.2 pts./game 
(0 TDs, 42 PATs, 16 FGs, 90 pts.). 

Punting: Eric Bruun, Purdue, 41,7 avg. (61 
punts, 2543 yds. ). 

Punt returns: Troy Vincent, Wisconsin, 11.5 
avg, (24att., 276 yds., 170). 

Kickoff returns: Desmond Howard, Michigan, 
29.5 avg. ( 16 att:, 472 yds., 1TD). 

Field goals: J.D, Carlson, Michigan, 1.5 FG/ 
game (16/25 FGs, 64% ). 

Interceptions: Sean Lumpkin, Minnesota, .36 
int. LOHR CF VE eoaee ies 
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Pestering edger: Besides = a 
bothersome cornerback, Troy Vincent 
troubles foes with his punt returns. 
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Tico Duckett, TB, Michigan State 
Best pro prospect: 
Courtney Hawkins, FL, Michigan State 


(transfer/UCLA); 
Tyrone Wheatley, 
RB, Michigan, Fr. 
Coach of the year: 
Gary Moeller, 
Michigan. He 
learned a lot in a 
decent first season; 
now he’s expected 
to deliver a lot. He has the tools fora 
dynamic and dynamite offense, and 
he proved in the Gator Bowl that he’s 
willing to use them. 
Coach on the hot seat: Cooper, Ohio 
State. Entering the fourth year of a 
five-year contract, Cooper lobbied un- 
successfully for an extension. The ax 
could fall if he doesn’t deliver a con- 
ference title, a major bowl bid or a 
win over Michigan. 
Best bets: Tico Duckett, the nation’s 
leading returning rusher, will give 
Michigan State a 1,000-yard rusher for 
the fifth straight season, drawing 
Heisman consideration in the process. 
. Wisconsin will win more than one 
non-conference game for the first 
time since 1985. ... The team that 
leads the league in total defense or 
scoring defense will win the title, as it 
has in 16 of the last 19 seasons. 
Odds and ends: Michigan State Coach 
George Perles lost his offensive coor- 
dinator, Morris Watts, to the National 
Football League’s Tampa Bay Bucca- 
neers; now he'll try to lose the Spar- 
tans’ reputation for a deliberate, pre- 
dictable offense. Perles’ offense will 
be run by a committee of assistants, 
including Charlie Baggett, Pat Morris 
and Ed Zaunbrecher. .... A name to 
remember: Michigan freshman 
Trezelle Jenkins, a 6-foot-7, 290-pound 
offensive tackle from Chicago. He 
graduated from high school in Decem- 
ber, participated in the Wolverines’ 
spring drills and already has climbed 
to second string. . . . Minnesota Coach 
John Gutekunst saved his job with a 
31-24 season-ending upset of Iowa, 
then turned down a new three-year 
contract because a schoolwide salary 
freeze prevented his assistants from 
getting raises. Gutekunst works ona 
year-to-year contract now. ... Min- 
nesota senior defensive end Anthony 
Bryant is blind in one eye, which 
forces him to play on the right side. 
—BOB WOJNOWSKI 
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Small crowds mean Big West is in big trouble 


J) By MIKE DIGIOVANNA 
Los Angeles Times 


gm, 1 the surface, Big West Confer- 
@ Ye ence football appears as strong 
8) as ever. For the first time in 
years not one, not two, but three 
teams—Fresno State, Utah State and 
San Jose State—seem good enough to 
win the league championship, and long- 
time doormat Pacific is ready to cross 
the threshold of respectability. 

But below all this optimism, there 


| are strong undercurrents that threaten 


to wash the conference away. 

Two of the best things going for the 
conference, Fresno State and San Jose 
State, could be going. Rumors persist 
that the two Big West powers will jump 
to the Western Athletic Conference. 

“There has to be some kind of move- 
ment,” San Jose State Coach Terry 
Shea said. “I think it could happen as 
early as next year. I know we'd be ina 
position to consider it.” 

While some aspire to a higher level, 


| others are dragging the conference into 


| 
| 


the murky waters below. Cal State 
Fullerton, Long Beach State and Pa- 
cific held down the last three spots 
among 106 NCAA Division I-A schools 
in 1990 attendance rankings. Four other 
conference schools ranked 89th or 
lower, thus threatening the Big West’s 
Division I-A status. 

“T don’t like bad-mouthing the confer- 
ence, but when you have schools draw- 
ing like Long Beach (4,697 per home 
game) and Fullerton (2,738), you have 
to be somewhat of an ostrich to say it’s 
not a problem,” Fresno State Coach 
Jim Sweeney said. 

What’s more, massive budget cuts in 
the California State University system, 
of which four Big West teams are mem- 
bers, threaten the viability of some pro- 
grams. 

Fullerton football was just about 
dead last January—the conference had 
already prepared a news release saying 
the school was dropping the sport be- 
cause of financial problems—when the 
school president, under considerable 
pressure from city officials who are 
funding current construction of the Ti- 
tans’ on-campus stadium, changed his 
mind. . 

A $2.3 million fund-raising campaign 
has kept the Titans afloat, but instabil- 
ity in the program has contributed to 
Fullerton losing six assistant coaches, 
several talented young players and nu- 
merous recruits. It hasn’t been a pretty 
picture. 

“I don’t think Moses could make a 
team competitive if he wasn’t properly 
funded,” Sweeney said of Fullerton’s 
plight. 

Despite the overriding doom and 
gloom, Big West football, with one eye 
on the present and one leery eye on the 
future, lives to see at least one more 
season. 
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2. UTAH STATE 

3. SAN JOSE STATE 

4. PACIFIC 

5. LONG BEACH STATE 
UNLV 


6. 
7. NEW MEXICO STATE 


8. CAL STATE FULLERTON 


Corrs s <A 


Coach: Jim Sweeney (105-41-2, 13 years; 162- 
420-3 overall, 26 years). 

1990 record: 8-2-1. Big West: 5- 1-1/T2nd. 

Koy losses: Mark Adams, S; Taylor Cooper, CB; 
Aaron Craver, TB; Devonne Edwards, LB; Chris 
Gawley, SE; Courtney Griffin, CB; Brian Lasho, C; 
Nick Ruggeroli, DE; Erick Tanuyasa, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Mark Barsotti, QB, 6- 
2/190, Sr.; Ron Collins, T, 6-5/285, Soph.; Jesse 
Hardwick, T, 6-5/290, Jr.; Keland Jackson, G, 6- 
4/275, Sr.; Melvin Johnson, G, 6- 1/320, Sr.; Derek 
Mahoney, K, 5- 11/170, Soph.; Kelvin Means, FL, 


Crossing their toes: Fresno State fans 
hope flanker Kelvin Means returns 
successfully from off-season toe surgery. 
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§-11/180, Sr.; Lorenzo Neal, FB, 6-0/220, Jr.; 
Marty Thompson, TE, 6-4/230, Jr. Defense (6): 
Tony Brown, CB, 5- 11/180, Sr.; Judd Foell, E, 6- 
4/259, Sr.; Marquez Pope, S, 5- 11/190, Sr.; Zack 
Rix, NG, 6-2/ 260, Jr.; Brad Seagle, P, 5-9/170, 
Sr.; Jeff Thiesen, LB, 6-2/240, Sr. 

key returnees: Darren Boyer, LB, Sr. (RS/ 

shoulder); Bryan Burnett, FL, Sr. (RS/knee); Pete 
Jenkins, LB, Sr.; Frank Jones, SE, Sr.; Steve Lee, 
LB, Sr.; Earl Oliver, NG, Jr.; Burt Prentice, C, Soph.; 
Billy Scott, C, Jr. (RS/knee). 
Top newcomers: James Burton, CB, Soph. (transfer/ 
Hawaii); Anthony Daigle, TB, Soph. (JC); James 
Fuller, TB, Soph. (Prop 42); Mike Ivory, 0G, Jr. 
(uo); Jason James, C, Fr. (RS); Brian Porter, CB, 

r. (JC); Ron Rivers, TB, Soph. (Prop 42); Michael 
Ross, FL, Soph. (Prop 42); Nick Serfas, DE, Jr. 
(JC); Wendell Valentine, LB, Jr. (JC); Sam Wat- 
son, S, Soph. (transfer/ Hawaii). 
Schedule; Northern Illinois, Sept. 7; at Washington 
State, Sept. 14; at Oregon State, Sept. 21; New 
Mexico, Oct. 5; Long Beach State, Oct. 12; at New 
Mexico State, Oct. 19; UNLV, Oct. 26; at Utah 
State, Nov. 2; at Pacific, Nov. 9; Cal State Fuller- 
ton, Nov. 16; San Jose State, Nov. 23. 4 
Nickname: Bulldogs. 
Site: Fresno, Calif. 


Outlook: The Bulldogs’ offense, led by. 
fourth-year starting quarterback Mark 
Barsotti, is explosive. If the defensive 
front improves, Fresno State should re- 
capture the conference title. 

Offensive strengths: With five of six 
starters returning on a talented line, 
Barsotti’s jersey won’t have many 
grass stains. Versatile tailback An- 
thony Daigle may cause amnesia for 
Bulldog fans—who was that Aaron 
Craver guy, anyway? 

Offensive weaknesses: Flanker Kelvin 
Means had toe surgery during the off- 
season. The receiving corps, though 
speedy, is inexperienced. 

Defensive strengths: An already good 
secondary, featuring the Big West's De- 
fensive Player of the Year in Marquez 
Pope at free safety, gets better with the 
addition of cornerback James Burton 
and strong safety Sam Watson, both 
transfers from Hawaii. . 
Defensive weaknesses: The Bulldog 
lack size on the front line, a shortcom- 
ing that was exploited last season by 
Northern Illinois (73-18 ring a bell?) and 
San Jose State (42-7 loss). 

Special teams: Place-kicker Derek 
Mahoney (who made all 44 extra-point 
attempts last season) and punter Brad 
Seagle return, and the Bulldogs have al- 
ways had solid return and coverage 
units. 

Key to success: Recapturing the effec- 
tiveness of the passing game. Barsotti 
had a solid 1990 season, but the Bulldogs 
may have relied too much on short 
passes to Craver and not enough on the 
long ball. 

Sure sign of trouble: If a bigger offen- 
sive line is able to manhandle Fresno 
State's defensive line. 

Coach Jim Sweeney says: ‘We're coach- 
ing the same kids who are a year older, 
stronger, more goal-set, more able to 
handle pressure, and who are more apt 
to be confident because they know what 
they’re doing.” 


\2/uTaa STATE 


Coach: Chuck Shelton (21-33-1, 5 years; 61-92-1 
overall, 14 years). 
1990 record: 5-5-1. Big West: 5- 1-1/T2nd. 
Key losses: Kevin Bouwman, LB; Ryan Duve, TE; 
Atu Fihaki, CB; Tom Hansen, LB; Scott Munson, S; 
Piliki Tauteoli, LB. 
Starters returning: Offense {11}: Doug Beach, K, 5- 
11/175, Jr.; Warren Bowers, C, 6-4/250, Jr.; 
ard Grant, RB, 5-8/ 190, Sr.; Tracey Jenkins, FL, 
/190, Sr.; Ron Lopez, QB, 6-5/220, Sr.; Jace- 
son Maughan, T, 6-5/260, Soph.; Rod Moore, SE, 
6-0/190, Sr.; Jim Ray, FB, 6- 3/200, Soph.; Ed 
Silva, T, 6- 5/265, Sr.; Charlie Smith, G, 6- 5/285, 
Sr.; Mike Vivoli, G, 6-4/275, Sr. Defense (7): Rusty 
Carlsen, P, 6-2/210, Sr.; Ron Edwards, CB, 6-2/ 
188, Jr.; Mark Johnson, NG, 6-1/275, Jr.; Del 
Lyles, LB, 6- 1/215, Sr.; Steve Neeleman, T, 6-4/ 
230, Jr.; Toby Tyler, $, 6-1/192, Sr.; Rob Van- 
DePol, T, 6-3/250, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Floyd Foreman, RB, Sr; Sean 
Hampton, FB, Sr.; Todd Heberlein, LB, Jr.; Matt 
Martinez, LB, Sr.; Greg O'Banion, OG, Jr.; Dexter 
Pointer, KR/SE, Sr.; Damon Smith, S, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Greg Angelovic, QB, Jr. (JC); Gary 
Brown, S, Fr. (RS); Jason fed pa LB, Fr. (RS); 
Ernie Goddard, LB, Jr. (JC); Paul Gustafson, S, Fr. 
(RS); Willie Jackson, LB, Fr. (RS); Brook Phillips, 
DL, Jr. (JC); James Ward, LB, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: At Utah, Aug. 31; at Nebraska, Sept. 7; at 
Oklahoma, Sept. 21; San Jose State, Sept. 28; at 
Brigham Young, Oct. 4; Cal State Fullerton, Oct. 19; 
at Long Beach State, Oct. 26; Fresno State, Nov. 2; 
at UNLV, seo 9; Pacific, Nov. 16; at New Mexico 
State, Nov. 
Nickname: fate 
Site; Logan, tah. 


Outlook: If the Aggies survive a mas- 
ochistic non-conference schedule that 
includes games at Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and Brigham Young, they should chal- 
lenge Fresno State and San Jose State 
for the championship. 

Offensive strengths: The backfield tan- 
dem of Roger Grant and Floyd Fore- 
man gives Utah State the conference's 
most potent running attack, and Ron 
Lopez-to-Tracey Jenkins is a dangerous 
pass/catch combination. 

Offensive weaknesses: The interior line 
is huge, averaging 280 pounds per man, 
but slow. “They’re tough kids, but it 
takes them three days to get from the 
10-yard line to the 9,’ Coach Chuck 
Shelton said. 

Defensive strengths: The Aggies have 
good overall quickness, a solid line an- 
chored by tackle Rob VanDePol and a 
talented secondary that includes cor- 
nerback Ron Edwards and safeties 
Toby Tyler and Damon Smith. 
Defensive weaknesses: Three-year 
starter Del Lyles is the only linebacker 
with extensive experience, so some 
newcomers will have to mature 
quickly. 

Special teams: Returning place-kicker 
Doug Beach and punter Rusty Carlsen 
were all-conference selections in 1990, 
and Dexter Pointer, Division I-A’s 10th- 
leading kickoff returner, is back. 

Keys to success: Finding linebackers 
who can play Division I-A football and 
stabilizing a defensive secondary that 
has skill at the starting positions but lit- 
tle proven depth. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Aggies suffer 
considerable physical and emotional 
damage against Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and BYU. 


No Spartan existence: San Jose State won't be at a loss for quality receivers with players 


like be opty Blackmon. 


Coach Chuck Shelton says: ‘We've fin- 
ished in the top half of the league every 
year, but for the first time since I’ve 
been here, we have the talent to win it. 
If I don’t screw them up coaching, they 


have a chance.” 


\3/san JOSE STATE 


Coach: Terr ey en -2-1, 1year). 

1990 reek : 9-2-1 (beat Central Michigan in Cali- 
fornia Raisin Bowl). Big West: 7-0/ ist. 

Key losses: Bob Bleisch, NG; Sheldon Canley, TB; 
Paul Franklin, CB; Anthony Gallegos, 0G; Steve 
Hieber, LB; Pat Hinds, OT; Chad Hymel, 0G; Ralph 
Martini, QB; Lyneil Mayo, LB; Mike Powers, DT; 
Mike Scialabba, LB; Eddie Thomas, CB; Brian 
Woods, C. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Bobby Blackmon, 
WR, 6-0/184, Sr.; David Blakes, WR, 5- 11/164, 
Sr.; Bryce Burnett, TE, 6-1/223, Sr.; Leon Haw- 
thorne, FB, 5-10/214, Sr.; Peni losefa, T, 6-3/277, 
Sr.; Byron Jackson, WR, 5-7/ 160, Sr. Defense (4): 
Chris Clarke, LB, 5- 11/220, Sr.; Hesh Colar, S, 5- 
10/188, Sr.; Simon Vaoifi, T, 6-1/250, Sr.; An- 
thony Washington, S, 5-7/208, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Maceo Barbosa, TB, Sr.; Walter 
Brooks Jr., WR, Sr.; Doug Calcagno, LB, Sr.; Gary 
Chariton, WR, Sr.; Elliott Franklin, CB, Soph.; Rich 
Sarlatte, TE, Jr.; Freddie Smith, CB, Sr.; Nick 
Trammer, OG, Jr.; Matt Veatch, OB, Sr. (RS/medi- 
cal). 

Top newcomers: Tom Alkire, C/G, Fr. (RS/medical): 
Jeff Garcia, OB, Soph. (RS); Phil Lobsinger, LB, Jr. 
(JC); Marty Lyon, DT, Jr. (JC); Robbie Miller, OT, 
Sr. (transfer/Boise State); Todd Ranney, OG, Jr. 
(JC); Keith Moffatt, C, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: At Florida, Sept. 7; at Minnesota, Sept. 
14; at Long Beach State, Sept. 21; at Utah State, 
Sept. 28; at New Mexico State, Oct. 12; Pacific, Oct. 
19; at California, Oct. 26; UNLV, Nov, 2; Cal State 
Fullerton, Nov. 9; Hawali, Nov. 16; at Fresno State, 
Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Spartans. 

Site: San Jose, Calif. 


eT 


Outlook: The Spartans’ two losses last 
season were by a total of four points, 
but the departure of 26 seniors should 
halt any talk of San Jose State supplant- 
ing Fresno State in the Big West dy- 
nasty department. 

Offensive strengths: The conference's 
deepest and most talented receiving 
corps, which includes flanker Bobby 
Blackmon, tight end Bryce Burnett and 
wide receivers Walter Brooks Jr. and 
David Blakes, will have opposing defen- 
sive backs scrambling. 

Offensive weaknesses: Except for re- 
turning tackle Peni Iosefa, the Spar- 


tans must rebuild their line. Any break- | 


downs here could disrupt San Jose 
State’s attack. 

Defensive strengths: Safety Hesh Colar 
doesn’t get as much recognition as 
Marquez Pope, but some think he’s just 
as good as the Fresno State standout. 
Add rover Anthony Washington and the 
Spartans have the conference’s best 
starting safeties. 

Defensive weaknesses: Experience and 
speed at the linebacker and cornerback 
positions. How do you replace All-Big 
West linebackers Lyneil Mayo, Steve 
Hieber and Mike Scialabba? 

Special teams: Coach Terry Shea feels 
good about Colar returning punts. He 
wishes he could say the same about his 
kicking game. 

Key to success: Maturing quickly on de- 
fense and developing a running game to 
complement a fine passing attack. 


Continued 
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Wendell Valentine, LB, Fresno State 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR FIRST TEAM 
OFFENSE _ OFFENSE 
Pos. Name, School ‘ HL/WI. Class 
WR TRACEY JENKINS, UtahState  6-0/190 Sr. 
WR MARKSEAY, Long BeachState  6-0/175 Sr. 
TE BRYCE BURNETT, San Jose State 6-1/223 Sr. 
T JESSEHARDWICK, FresnoState 6-5/290 Jr. 
T PENIIOSEFA,SanJoseState  6-3/277 Sr. 
C WARREN BOWERS, UtahState  6-4/250 Jr. 
Rater G MELVINJOHNSON, FresnoState 6-1/320 Sr. 
ereit G CHARLIE SMITH, Utah State 6-5/285 Sr. 
RD. Utah State QB TROY KOPP, Pacific 6-2/200 Jr. 
' RB ROGER GRANT, Utah State 5-8/190 Sr. 
mS RB OREGGIE YARBROUGH, Fullerton 6-1/210 Sr. 
DEFENSE DEFENSE 
Pos. Name, School HtL/Wt. Class 
DL EDLAIR, Long Beach State 6-2/250 Sr. 
DL ROB VANDEPOL, Utah State 6-3/250 Sr. 
DL MARK JOHNSON, Utah State 6-1/275 Jr. 
LB STEVECAMPBELL,N.M.State  6-0/220 Sr. 
LB JEFF THIESEN, Fresno State 6-2/240 Sr. 
LB RON PAPAZIAN, Pacific 6-2/210 Soph. 
| argues LB LORENZO HAILEY, Fullerton 6-0/225 Sr. 
Po q CB TONY BROWN, Fresno State 5-11/180 Sr. 
aes Git CB RON EDWARDS, Utah State 6-2/188 Jr. 
eo S MARQUEZ POPE, FresnoState  5-11/190 Sr. 
ee S CARLTON JOHNSON, UNLV 5-9/180 Sr. 
NEWCOMERS OF YEAR SPECIALISTS 
OFFENSE: Pos. Name, School HL/Wi Class 
Anthony Daigle, RB, Fresno State PK DOUG BEACH, Utah State 5-11/175 Jr. 
DEFENSE: P RUSTYCARLSEN, UtahState 6-2/210 Sr. 


Sure sign of trouble: If the kicking game 
falters and the offensive line doesn’t 
give the quarterback sufficient protec- 
tion. 

Coach Terry Shea says: “Our accom- 
plishments last year have left a legacy 
and created a tradition for our players. 
We believe we’re capable of beating 
anyone.” 


\4/PaciFiC 


Coach: Walt Harris (6-17, 2 years). 
1990 record: 4-7. Big West: 2-5/6th. 
Key losses: Pat Aragon, LB; Curt Crandall, C; Jerry 
DiMaggio, LB; Don Humphrey, DE; Richard Harris, 
NG; Erik Litmanovich, 0G; Brian Miller, S. 7 
Starters returning: Offense (P: Chris Baus, G, 6-3/ 
250, Sr.; Greg Bishop, T, 6-6/270, Jr; Jessie 
Campbell, RB, 5-8/180, Soph.; Jason Edwards, 
WR, 6-1/ 180, Sr.; Daryl Hobbs, FL, 6-3/ 185, Sr.; 
Melvin Johnson, FL, 6-3/200, Sr.; Troy Kopp, OB, 
§-2/200, Jr; Randy Pauletto, T, 6-3/245, Jr; 
Aaron Turner, WR, 5-11/ 170, Jr. Delense (6): Eric 
Bengtson, E, 6-4/245, Jr.; Dimitri Gazelas, CB, 5- 
10/165, Soph.; Kyron Johnson, S, 5- 10/180, Sr.; 
Peter Miller, LB, 6-3/225, Sr.; Ron Papazian, LB, 
6-2/210, Soph.; Soy Reeves, CB, 5-9/ 170, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Brent Atkins, S, Sr.; Ryan Ben- 
jamin, RB/KR, Sr.; Gari Calhoun, LB, Sr.; Oscar 
eza, WR, Sr.; Shawn Tennenbaum, LB, Sr.; Matt 
Volpe, LB, Sr.; Anthony Williams, RB, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Eddie Ausherman, K/P, Jr. (JC); 
Darius Cunnigan, DB, Fr.; Leo Molly, OL, Fr. (RS/ 
medical); Jeff Russell, DB, Fr. (RS/medical). 
Schedule: Sacramento (Calif.) State, Aug. 31; at 
California, Sept. 7; at San Diego State, Sept. 14; at 
Hawaii, Sept. 21; Cal State Fullerton, Oct. 5; Cal 
Poly San Luis Obispo, Oct. 12; at San Jose State, 
Oct. 19; New Mexico State, Oct. 26; at Long Beach 
State, Nov. 2; Fresno State, Nov. 9; at Utah State, 
Noy. 16; at UNLV, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Tigers, 
Site; Stockton, Calif. 


BIG WEST 


DIVISION I-A 


94 * 


Outlook: The pass-happy Tigers will 
rack up the yards and points again. If 
they can just limit opponents to 30 
points a game, they might enjoy their 
first winning season in 13 years. 
Offensive strengths: Quarterback Troy 
Kopp, who ranked third in total offense 
in Division I-A last season, has two 
proven targets in wide receiver Aaron 
Turner and flanker Daryl! Hobbs. 
Offensive weaknesses: A running game 
would be a nice addition to the offense, 
just to keep defenses guessing every 
nine plays or so and to keep Kopp’s rota- 
tor cuff intact. 

Defensive strengths: Pacific has a de- 
cent linebacking unit, with returning 
starters Ron Papazian, Gari Calhoun 
and Matt Volpe. 

Defensive weaknesses: The young Tiger 
secondary stopped no one in 1990, and 
you don’t turn freshman cornerbacks 
into NFL prospects in one off-season. 
Stop drooling, Big West quarterbacks. 
Special teams: Ryan Benjamin and 
Hobbs are good return men, but the Ti- 
gers will have a new kicker and punter. 
Key to success: Developing a running 
game and improving on defense. Ben- 
jamin, who rushed for 97 yards before 
suffering a season-ending hand injury 
in the 1990 opener against Tennessee, 
should help. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Tigers can’t 
stop opponents and are forced to try to 
outscore them. 

Coach Walt Harris says: “We'll make an- 
other step forward this year, and that’s 
what we’re trying to do, take one step at 
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PRESEASON ALL-BIG WEST TEAM 


aa 


SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE 

Pos. Name, School HtL/Wt. = Class 
WR AARON TURNER, Pacific 5-11/170 Jr. 
WR BOB BLACKMON, San Jose State 6-0/184 Sr. 
TE TODD CUTLER, New Mexico State 6-4/220 Jr. 
T EDSILVA, Utah State 6-5/265 Sr. 
T KELLY SCHLEGEL, Long Beach St. 6-7/290 Sr. 

C BURTPRENTICE,FresnoState  6-3/235 Soph. 

G JOHN COTTI, Fullerton St. 6-5/240 Soph. 
G TIMLYONS, UNLV 6-3/260 Jr. 
QB MARKBARSOTTI,FresnoState 6-2/190 Sr. 
RB LORENZO NEAL, Fresno State 6-0/220 Jr. 
RB FLOYD FOREMAN, Utah State 5-9/180 Sr. 

DEFENSE 

Pos. Name, School HL/Wt Class 
DL JUDD FOELL, Fresno State 6-4/259 Sr. 
DL SAM AUSTRINO, N.M. State 6-1/275 Jr. 
DL LONNIE PALELEI, UNLV 6-5/300 Jr. 
LB DELLYLES, Utah State 6-1/215 Sr. 
LB CHRIS TSANGARIS, Long Beach St.6-2/240 Sr. 
LB WENDELL VALENTINE, Fresno St. 6-4/240 Jr. 
LB PHILLOBSINGER, San Jose State 5-11/228 Jr. 

CB JAMES BURTON, Fresno State 5-9/180 Soph. 
CB SHAWNLAWSON, Long BeachSt. 6-0/175 Jr. 
S HESHCOLAR, San Jose State 5-10/188 Sr. 
S ANTHONY WASHINGTON, S. Jose 5-7/208 Jr. 

SPECIALISTS 

Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
PK SEANCHEEVERS, Long BeachSt. 5-7/178 Sr. 
P PHIL NEVIN, Fullerton 6-0/165 Jr. 


a time and rebuild. We haven’t turned 
the corner, but at least we can see it.” 


\S/ one BEACH ST. 


Coach: Willie Brown (first year), 

1990 record: 6-5. Big West: 4-3/4th. 

Kay losses: Ron Byers, OL; Kenneth Cantrell, OL; 
Joe Chadbourne, OL; Pepper Jenkins, LB; Freddie 
reas RB; Leon Patterson, DB; Shawn Wilbourn, 


Starters returning: Offense (8): Sean Cheevers, K, 5- 

7/178, Sr; Rickey Clark, FB, 6- 1/218, Sr.; Jeff 

Exum, WR, 6- 1/175, Sr.; Bryon Hamilton, TE, 6-3/ 

225, Sr.; Kelly Schlegel, G/T, 6-7/290, Sr.; Mark 

Seay, WR, 6-0/175, Sr.; Todd Studer, QB, 6-3/ 

185, Sr.; alg Bi er, T, 6-4/290, Sr. Detense (9): 

John Grimes, E, 6-4/250, Sr.; Edward Lair, E, 6-2/ 

250, Sr.; Shawn Lawson, DB, 6-0/175, Jr.; Ra 

Magana, P, 6-2/185, Sr.; Tony Perry, T, 6-6/270, 

Sr.; Chris Stetz, T/G, 6-3/259, Sr.; Calvin Thomas, 

LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; Chris Tsangaris, LB, 6-2/240, 

Sr.; Bingo Williams, DB, 6- 1/186, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Gerard Brooks, DL, Sr.; Chris 

Comick, DB, Sr.; Mark Esposito, C, Jr. (RS/medi- 

cal); Keith Fitzgerald, WR, Sr.; Joel Glick, TE, Sr.; 

Greg Hollins, LB, Sr. (RS/academics); Earnest 

Johnson, DB, Sr.; Torrin Johnson, DB, Sr.; Bascom 

Mellon, DL, Jr. (RS/medical); Mike Montreuil, DL, 

Sr.; Bob Titus, LB, Jr. (RS); Dante Venturelli, LB, 

Sr.; Chad Wilson, DB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Jonathan Beauregard, OL, Fr. 
Prop 42); Terrell Davis, RB, Fr. (RS); Bryan 
uplessis, DB, Fr. (RS); Joe Elizondo, DL, Jr. 

lp }; Jason Glick, TE, Fr.; Andre Green, WR, Fr. 
Prop 42); Shane Hudson, OL, Jr. (Wy Dan Led- 

ieff, DL, Fr. (Prop 42); Jimmie Rose, WR, Jr. (JC); 
ear inal OL, Jr. (JC); Brad Thurman, 
Jr. r 

Schedule: At San Diego State, Sept. 8; at Boise 

State, Sept. 14; San Jose State, Sept. 21; at Ari- 

zona, Sept. 28; at UNLV, Oct. 5; at Fresno State, 

Oct. 12; at Miami (Fla.), Oct. 19; Utah State, Oct. 

26; Pacific, Nov. 2; at New Mexico State, Nov. 9; at 

Cal State Fullerton, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: 49ers. 

Site: Long Beach, Calif. 


Outlook: George Allen worked his 
magic on the 49ers in 1990, guiding them 
to their first winning season in four 
years. Inspired by memories of Allen, 
who died last December, the 49ers 
might have a better team this year. But 
non-conference games at Miami (Fla.), 
Arizona and San Diego State will make 
it difficult for the 49ers to finish above 
-500. 

Offensive strengths: Todd Studer won’t 
dazzle you at quarterback, but he’s effi- 
cient and experienced. Plus, he has two 
outstanding receivers in Mark Seay and 
Jeff Exum. The line is improved. 
Offensive weaknesses: The 49ers don’t 
have the kind of running game that 
warrants much respect, so it will be 
tough to keep defenses off-balance. 
Defensive strengths: A line anchored by 
all-conference senior Ed Lair should be 
solid, and when Coach Willie Brown, a 
Pro Football Hall of Fame cornerback, 
says the secondary will be good, one 
tends to believe him. 

Defensive weaknesses: Despite the re- 
turn of starters Calvin Thomas and 
Chris Tsangaris, the 49ers won't be as 
good at linebacker because Pepper 
Jenkins is gone. 

Special teams: Sean Cheevers is one of 
the conference’s best place-kickers, but 
the 49ers’ return teams need to be more 
productive than they were last season. 
Key to success: Developing a running 
game that will keep defenses honest 
and ease the pressure on Studer. 

Sure sign of trouble: Injuries on the of- 
fensive and defensive lines. Long Beach 
State has good starters but isn’t very 
deep in these areas, 

Coach Willie Brown says: “I can never 
replace George Allen—I’m just trying 
to do the things he did. He laid a founda- 
tion for these players and taught them 
how to be winners. Now, they have 
something to build on.” 


\6/untv 


Coach: Jim Strong (4-7, 1 year). 

1990 record: 4-7, Big West: 3-4/5th. 

Key losses: Charles Anthony, S; Aaron Christian, 
DL; David Clarke, LB/DE; Tony Dilley, S; Marvin 
Eastman, RB; K.C. Lockhart, 0G; Greg Mattes, 0G; 
Keenan McCardell, WR; Vince McGowens, SE; 
Dustin Quinton, OT; Jody Reinhoehl, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Joe Biritz, C, 6-2/ 
255, Sr.; Hunkie Cooper, WR/KR, 5-9/ 178, Sr.; Tim 
Lyons, G, 6-3/260, Jr.; John Ma’ae, QB/WR, 6-1/ 
190, Soph.; Jerry Reynolds, T, 6-6/297, Soph.; 
Derek Stott, QB, 6-2/ 175, Sr. Defense (7): Rodney 
Crozier, CB, 5- 11/185, Sr.; Kenneth Crump, LB, 6- 
4/210, Soph.; David Efferson, CB, 5-9/180, Sr.; 
Rumone Hilton, LB, 6-1/213, Soph.; Carlton 
Johnson, S, 5-9/180, Sr; Chuck Reed, DT, 6-4/ 
260, Sr.; Reese Thomas, LB, 6- 1/200, Soph. 

Other ty returnees: Auntwan Armstrong, DB/WR, 
Soph.; Keith Clough, LB, Soph.; Chris Crayne, OL, 
Jr.; Mansfield Dinkins, DL, Soph.; Teddy James, 
RB, Sr.; Elgin Lofton, DL, Sr.; Stacey Monroe, LB, 
Sr.; Ray Walters, RB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Henry Bailey, WB, Fr.; Nick Gar- 
ritano, K, Fr; Jason Hampton, RB, Fr.; John Hur- 
ley, OL, Jr. (JC); Cedric Leonard, DL, Fr. (RS); 
Shannon McLean, FB, Fr.; Mark Meacham, OL, Fr. 
(RS); Lonnie Palelei, NG, Jr. (transfer/Purdue); 
Brian Parvin, P, Jr. (JC); Keith Washington, LB, 


Fr. 
Schedule; At Nevada, Sept. 7; Oregon State, Sept. 


Seay hey: The 4 Sers could shoot holes i in opposing defenses U wi vith receivers like Mark Seay. 


14; at New Mexico, Sept, 21; Washington State, 
Sept. 28; Long Beach State, Oct. 5; at Cal State 
Fullerton, Oct. 12; at Fresno State, Oct. 26; at San 
Jose State, Nov. 2; Utah State, Nov. 9; at New 
Mexico State, Nov. 16; Pacific, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Rebels. 

Site: Las Vegas. 


Outlook: There are youth movements 
and then there are the Rebels, who 
started 11 freshmen last season and 
signed 19 high school players out of 25 
recruits last winter. UNLV is improv- 
ing but remains a year or two away 
from contending. 

Offensive strengths: Hunkie Cooper, the 
Rebels’ do-it-all senior who runs, 
passes, catches and returns punts and 
kickoffs, will focus on wide receiver du- 
ties. 

Offensive weaknesses: Las Vegas lacks 
experience and maturity at every posi- 
tion except quarterback, where Derek 
Stott returns, and receiver. 

Defensive strengths: Lonnie Palelei, a 
transfer who started two seasons at 
Purdue, and Chuck Reed anchor a solid 
defensive line. Carlton Johnson is an 
all-conference safety. 

Defensive weaknesses: If Las Vegas 
doesn’t improve at linebacker and cor- 
nerback, opponents should have no 
problem passing against the Rebels. 
Three sophomores (Rumone Hilton, 
Reese Thomas and Kenneth Crump) 
are expected to start at linebacker. 
Special teams: Cooper is a dangerous 
return man on punts and kickoffs. The 
Rebels have a new punter in junior col- 
lege recruit Brian Parvin and a new 
place-kicker from Las Vegas’ high 
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—— lu 
school ranks, Nick Garritano. 3 ve 
Key to success: A flock of true fresh- PJ 
men—as many as eight first-year play- Pa 2 
ers could start—must make immediate ig 
contributions for the Rebels to be com- PY Wm 
petitive. 4, & , 
Sure sign of trouble: If Cooper gets hurt. F esd 
It would take three or four players— ' ew 
good ones—to replace the versatile | am 


speedster. 

Coach Jim Strong says: “We have a 
chance to have more firepower than 
last year, but it’s hard to say how we'll 
do. We're just not at the stage where we 
have the experience or numbers to do 
very well.” 


\7/ new MEXICO ST. 


ave say Hess (1-10, 1 year; 113-63-5 oysrel 


1980 eset 1-10. Big West: 1-6/7th. 

Kay losses: Kelly Curtis, OT; Tony DeLorenzo, 0G; 
Steffon Gipson, DE; Jeff Hughes, 0G; Lolo James, 
CB; Mike Richmond, WR; Marvon Spell, CB; Bill 
Stuersel, DT; Alvin Warren, WR. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Ezell Brown, WR, 5- 
8/160, Soph.; David Chisum, QB, 6-0/180 . Sr 
Todd Cutler, TE, 6-4/220, Jr: Matt Miles, C, 6-2/ 
255, Sr.; Jimmie Mitchell, FB, 5- 9/208, Sr.; Jerome 
Raven, G, 6-2/260, Sr.; Eric Schmierer, oT §-4/ 
250, Jr. Defense {7}: Sam Austrino, T, 6- 1/275, dr.; 
Chad Baum, S, 6-3/185, Jr.; Steve Campbell, LB, 
6-0/220, Sr.; Brian Carter, LB, 6-2/225, Sr.; 

Demoin DeShay, LB, 5- 11/210, Jr.; ae Dunlap, 
Ee a 1/240, Sr.; Donald Stowers, S, 6- 1/18 


oie key returnees: Montee Boulware, CB, Jr,; Eric 
Friberg, OT, Jr; Ned Russell, OG, Jr; Norman 
Steele, DL, Jr; Lolesio Takapu, LB, Jr George 
Tuioti, DL, Jr. 

Top newcomers; Sean Bowman, OL, Jr. (JC); Oscar 


Continued 


m ©. 265, Sr; Kerr 


Ford, WR, Jr. (JC); Joe Hunt, TE, Fr. (RS/knee); 
Troy Sienkiewicz, OL, Fr. (RS); Gerald Slovacek, 
DL, Fr. (RS); Quinton Tezeno, S, Jr. (JC); Mike 
Wall, LB, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: Texas-El Paso, Sept. 14; at Kansas, Sept. 
21; at New Mexico, Sept. 28; at Oregon, Oct. 5; San 
Jose State, Oct. 12; Fresno State, Oct. 19; at Pa- 
cific, Oct. 26; at Cal State Fullerton, Nov. 2; Long 
Beach State, Nov. 9; at UNLV, Nov. 16; Utah State, 
Nov, 23, 

Nickname; Aggies. 

Silo; Las Cruces, N.M. 


Outlook: The Aggies won a game last 
; season, which is as many victories as 

they had scored in the previous two sea- 
| sons combined, but watch out. They 
could double, maybe even triple, their 
win total this season. 
Offensive strengths: Returning fullback 
Jimmie Mitchell rushed for 863 yards 
last season. Imagine what he could do 
with a decent line. 
Offensive weaknesses: Amazingly, 
quarterback David Chisum was still 
standing—yes, on two legs—after being 
sacked 50 times last season. If the line 
doesn’t improve, Chisum might con- 
sider calling Lloyd’s of London. 
Defensive strengths: Taking a page out 
of a baseball manual, the Aggies are 
| solid up the middle with defensive 

tackle Sam Austrino, middle line- 


) backer Steve Campbell and free safety 


| Donald Stowers. But they can’t seem to 
| hit opposing pitchers very well—the 
| Aggies had only 10 sacks in 1990. 

| Defensive weaknesses: Opponents had 
| their way with New Mexico State’s line 


"y last season. The Aggies must change 


their waysin’91. 
Special teams: New Mexico State pos- 
| sesses good kickoff returners, but the 


| Aggies’ punting team and punt-return 


; team were subpar last season. The 


» | place-kicking job is up for grabs. 


Key to success: How quickly several tal- 
ented junior college transfers blend 
into the system. 

; Sure sign of trouble: Turnovers. The 
Aggies had 32 last season while forcing 
only 16. 

Coach Jim Hess says: “It would be ridic- 
ulous to say we’ll go from 1-10 to a con- 
tender, but we'll be a better football 
team. We haven't reached champion- 
ship level, but we’re making strides.” 


| Coach: Gene Murphy (S5-71-1, 11 years; 70-78-1 


overall, 13 years). 
1990 record. 1-11. Big West: 0-7/8th. 


Key losses: Bob Baiz, DB; Sean Beasley, TE; Darrell 
| Bruce, CB; J.J. Celestine, WR; Lionel Denman, CB; 


! Richard Harrison, WR; Bill Huston, C; Damien 


Macaluso, OT; Paul Schulte, QB; Clarence Siler, 
LB; Mike Simmons, OT; Gary Thornton, NG; Terry 
Tramble, S, 

Starters returning: Offense; (4): Tim Drevno, G, 6-3/ 
Reed, WR, 5-9/ 160, Sr.; Robert 
Reid, G, 6-3/280, Sr.; Reggie Yarbrough, RB, 6- 1/ 
210, Sr. Defense (5): J.C. Farrow, E, 6-5/230, Jr.; 
Lorenzo Hailey, LB, 6-0/225, Sr.; Teddy McMillan, 
LB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Leevon Morris, T, 6-2/280, Sr.; 
Terry Sullivan, LB/S, 6-2/195, Soph. 
Other key returnees: John Cotti, OG, Soph.; Shannon 
Illingworth, OG, Sr.; James Mullins, RB, Jr; Chad 
Lindsay, LB, Sr.; Phil Nevin, K/P, Jr.; Darrius 
Watson, CB, Soph. 


oe: 


Nimble Titan: Running back Reggie Yarbrough is a glider 


Top newcomers: Marcus Bridges, WR, Jr. (JC); 
iene Carter, RB, Fr.; Jeremiah Clark, DT, Jr. 
(JC); Terrance LaCount, OT, Jr. (JC); Terry 
Payne, OB, Soph.; Joe Randolph, WR, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: At Mississippi State, Aug. 31; at Texas 
Tech, Sept. 7; Cal State Northridge, Sept. 21; at 
Georgia, Sept. 28; at Pacific, Oct. 5; UNLV, Oct. 12; 
at Utah State, Oct. 19; New Mexico State, Nov. 2; at 
San Jose State, Nov. 9; at Fresno State, Nov. 16; 
Long Beach State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Titans. 

Site: Fullerton, Calif. 


Outlook: Not good. The Titans, who 
seem to be hanging on until Division I- 
AAA (non-scholarship) football be- 
comes a reality, must completely re- 
build their team and coaching staff 
with limited financial resources. 
Offensive strengths: Fullerton has two 
good running backs in Reggie Yar- 
brough, a glider who is dangerous in the 
open field, and James Mullins, a more 
physical, hard-nosed runner. The offen- 
sive line, led by guard John Cotti, is im- 
proved. 

Offensive weaknesses: Sophomore 
Terry Payne has limited experience at 
quarterback, and Kerry Reed is the 
only receiver who has even caught 
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ho is dangerous in the open. 


IS) 


more than one Division I-A pass. 
Defensive strengths: You need a magni- 
fying glass to find them, but the Titans 
do have two solid inside linebackers in 
Lorenzo Hailey and Teddy McMillan. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary, 
which suffered third-degree burns last 
season, again will have problems 
against the pass unless the line can put 
more pressure on quarterbacks. 
Special teams: Phil Nevin is a good 
place-kicker/punter, but the Titan re- 
turn teams were punchless in ’90. Help 
is anticipated from the junior college 
ranks. 

Keys to success: Minimizing injuries— 
14 starters missed at least one game 
last season—and playing better de- 
fense. 

Sure signs of trouble: If opponents score 
at will and Fullerton, like last season, 
doesn’t capitalize on scoring opportuni- 
ties. 

Coach Gene Murphy says: “It’s going to 
be a difficult season. We can dwell on 
the negatives and frustrations, but we 
have to do with what we've got. Our 
goal is to be as competitive as possi- 
ble.” @ 


i 4 TV. > os cet | is 1 EN 
Ls G WES a Sas ane 
pee shoeats to fill Those of San Jose TDs. Maceo Barbosa, a fullback in 
State’s Sheldon Canley. All Canley did 1990, will supplant Canley. Barbosa 
for the Spartans last season was rush has good pass-catching skills but 
for 1,248 yards and 12 touchdowns and clearly isn’t the all-around threat 
catch 31 passes for 386 yards and two Canley was. 

Most underrated player: Hunkie Coo- 
per, WR, UNLV. 
Because Cooper 
played so many po- 
sitions last sea- 
son—quarterback, 
running back, re- 
ceiver, punt and 
kickoff return- 
er—he doesn’t eas- 
ily fit in most all- 
conference for- 
mats. But this elec- 
trifying senior does 
everything well, 
and no player in the 
conference can 
beat you in more ways. 

Impact newcomers: Wendell Valen- 
tine, LB, Fresno State, Jr. (JC); An- 
thony Daigle, TB, Fresno State, Jr. 
(JC); Marty Lyon, DL, San Jose 
State, Jr. (JC); Phil Lobsinger, LB, 
San Jose State, Jr. (JC); Ernie God- 
dard, LB, Utah State, Jr. (JC); Lonnie 
Palelei, NG, UNLV, Jr. (transfer/ 
Purdue); Eddie Ausherman, P/K, Pa- 
cific, Jr. (JC). 

Coach of the year: Chuck Shelton, 
Utah State. The rebuilding process 
has been slow for the sixth-year 
coach, but he’s on the verge of a 
breakthrough. 

Coach on the hot seat: Gene Murphy, 
Fullerton. Not because his job is in 
jeopardy, but because the Titans’ pro- 
gramis. 


aacentlae Utah State and Pacific. 
When most were picking Fresno State 
to win the 1990 conference title, Cal 
State Fullerton Coach Gene Murphy 
predicted San Jose State would win, 
and he was right. This year Murphy is 
going with Utah 

State, a longtime WIERENEE TUT ANOR RO} Sa aaa 
middle-of-the-pack ae 
team that could be- 
come leader of the 
pack in 1991. Pa- 
cific has a marvel- 
ous offense and, 
with a little de- 
fense, should have 
its first winning 
season in 13 years. 
Descending: San 
Jose State and 
Fullerton. The 
Spartans won’t fall 
far, but with so many players gone 
from last season’s nationally ranked 
team and several other teams improv- 
ing, there’s only one way to go. The Ti- 
tans, who hit ground zero in '90, won't 
be any better in ’91—not with another 
monstrous schedule. 

Nightmare schedule: Utah State. The 
Aggies have non-conference road 
games against Nebraska, Oklahoma 
and Brigham Young. Isit really worth 
the money to get pounded by college 
football’s big boys? 

Dream schedule: Pacific. After his 
team was thrashed by Auburn in 1989 
and Tennessee last year, Coach Walt 
Harris says the Tigers are through Kickoff returns: Raymond Washington, New 
playing big-money-guarantee games. sy State, 29.0 avg. (22 att., 638 yds., 1 
But Pacific fans can’t be too excited : 

about the Tigers scheduling the likes Field ‘goals: Doug Beach, Utah State, 1.9 FG/ 


pee ame (14/17 FGs, 82% ). 
of Division II opponents Sacramento rani Damon Ca Utah State, .45 Best bets: Pacific will be first in the 
State and Cal Poly San Luis Obispo. 


int./game (Sint., -6 yds., 0 TD). conference in passing and last in rush- 
Best matchup of the year: San Jose eS ae : salen ing... . Utah State’s Roger Grant will 
State at Fresno State, November 23. erred : =. bounce back from off-season shoulder 
It’s either payback time for the Bull- surgery to become one of the nation’s 
dogs or their second consecutive year leading rushers. ... Fresno State’s 
without a Big West conference cham- Mark Barsotti will resurface as the 
pionship. conference’s best all-around quarter- 
Worst matchup of the year: New Mex- back... . Utah State will lead the con- 
ico State at Fullerton, November 2. ference in turnover ratio. 

When the Aggies and Titans met in Odds and ends: When Fullerton was 
last year’s Siesta Bowl, they were considering dropping football last 
ranked No. 105 and 106, disrespect- January, Fresno State arranged to 
fully, among the nation’s 106 Division pick up the Titans’ September 28 
I-A teams. Other not-so-dandy match- game at Georgia. But Fullerton’s de- 
ups: Long Beach State at Miami cision to keep its program killed what 
(Fla.), October 19, and Fullerton at would have been a good Bulldog fight. 
Georgia, September 28. It won’t be . Pacific sophomore running back 
pretty. Steve Mehl, 24, was an infielder/out- 
Shocker of the year: Fresno State at fielder in the Chicago White Sox’s or- 
Utah State, November 2. The Bulldogs ganization before starting his Tiger 
will fall in the mountain air at Logan, football career. ... San Jose State 
but it shouldn’t cost them the confer- tackle Peni Iosefa and the Spartans’ 
ence championship. Lobsinger both have two children. 
Bowl bound: Fresno State. The Bull- “We're starting a littke community 
dogs won’t go undefeated in the con- here,” Coach Terry Shea said. ... 
ference, but neither will anyone else. Utah State brought in 29 players on 
Fresno State should emerge as the paid recruiting trips last winter, and 


'” Bost offansive line: 
Fresno State 
Bes! offensive backfield: 
Utah State 
Bost backup quarterback: 
Chris King, Pacific 
Best wide receivers: 
San Jose State 
Bast clutch receiver: 
Tracey Jenkins, Utah State 
Bost defensive line: 
Long Beach State 


Carrs ater ene recy ei 


Bast-hitting defensive lineman: 
Ron VanDePol, Utah State 


Best linebackers: 

Fresno State 

Best-hitting Iinebacker: 

‘Steve Campbell, New Mexico State 
Bast secondary: 

Fresno State 

Best-hitting defensive back: 


Best kick-coverage units: 
Fresno State 

Best coaching staff: 

Fresno State 

Best coach: 

Jim Sweeney, Fresno State 
Best Heisman candidate: 
Roger Grant, RB, Utah State 


Marquez Pope, Fresno State Best pro prospect: 
Nareuee Pope, S, Fresno State 


Bast kicking game; 
Utah State 


Apnea. torse orepceree someone Rigen nemnie re eroere tt 
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~ Rushing: Roger Grant, Utah ele 124.6 et 

~ game (266 att., 1,370 yds.,8TDs,5.2avg,). 
Passing efficiency: Troy Kopp, Pacific, 139.1 
ae pts. (428 att., 243 comp., 3,311 yds., 31 


Total offense: Troy Kopp, Pacitic, 364 yds./ 
' game (-35 yds. rushing, 3,311 yds. passing, 
3,276 total yds. ). 
Raceiviny: Aaron Turner, Pacific, 6 rec./game 
(66 rec., 1,264 yds., 11 TDs, 19.2 avg.). 
Scoring: Tracey Jenkins, Utah State, 7.6 pts./ 
game (147s, 0 PATs, 0 FGs, 84 pts.). 
Punting: Rusty Carlsen, Utah State, 42.2 avg. 
(47 punts, 1,983 yds.). : 
Punt returns; Hunkie Cooper, UNLV, 12.4 avg. 
(14 att. 173 yds., 0 TDs). 


No Koon out: Big West aapeusibe 
coordinators again are faced with 


Big West’s representative in the Cali- 
fornia Raisin Bowl. 


stopping pee s pipe Troy Kopp. 


25 of them signed with the Aggies. 


—MIKE DiGIOVANNA 


=) What’s predictable? The MAC’s ; unpredictability 


z By DON VANDERVEEN 
Mt. Pleasant Morning Sun 


last three seasons than any other MAC 
team. If the defense is as good as ex- 
pected and the offense finds a way to 
put points on the board, the winning 
streak should continue. 

Offensive strengths: The Cardinals 
have a Neu way to move the ball. Soph- 
omore quarterback Mike Neu will be 
throwing a lot, especially with 10 of the 
Cardinals’ 12 best pass-catchers back 
this year. The pick of the litter: sure- 
handed Mike LeSure. 


Abe) | 


va Y 7 a | | iy hile most of the nation’s major 
- ‘| football conferences are domi- 
wy Wy nated year after year by the 
} Same schools, the Mid-American Con- 
ference championship is usually any- 

| body’s prize. 
Year after year, there’s Alabama and 
Auburn in the Southeastern Confer- 
ence, Michigan and Ohio State in the 


1. BALL STATE 


Big Ten, Oklahoma and Nebraska in the Offensive weaknesses: It’s going to be 

| Big Eight and Southern California and 2. CENTRAL MICHIGAN tough for Coach Paul Schudel to find a 

| UCLA in the Pac-10. Those are teams 3. TOLEDO replacement for all-everything tailback 

sure to finish at or near the top in their 4. WESTERN MICHIGAN Bernie Parmalee, who was a reliable 
respective conferences. It’s expected. 5. MIAMI OF OHIO force for four seasons at Ball State. 

| It’s tradition. 6. EASTERN MICHIGAN Defensive strengths: Nine of the top 11 

Tradition can be boring. 7. BOWLING GREEN STATE tacklers return from a defense that fin- 


For the second consecutive year, a 
team with a first-year coach (Toledo) 
could end up in first place in the MAC 
and the team with the most returning 
lettermen (Kent) might end up last. 

Just about anything is possible in a 


I} league that has produced eight differ- 


ent champions the last eight years. 


}} About the only thing that could be 


counted on in recent years was that the 
conference champion would get an au- 
tomatic bid to the California Raisin 
Bowl. However, even that is up in the 
air as bowl officials continue to pursue 
other alternatives that would sever the 
MAC’s affiliation with that game. 

Since 1983, eight different MAC 
teams have traveled to Fresno for the 
California Raisin Bowl. Only two (Kent 
and Ohio University) have yet to make 
the trip, and deservedly so. The Golden 
Flashes (21-45) and Bobcats (1,4-46-4) 
have compiled the worst records in 
league play over that span. 

Three new coaches will be on hand 
for the 1991 season, giving the league a 
total of six new coaches over the last 
two years. Former Washington offen- 
sive coordinator Gary Pinkel has taken 
over at Toledo, former Notre Dame of- 
fensive coordinator Pete Cordelli is the 
new head man at Kent and former Ohio 
State assistant Gary Blackney has 
moved on to Bowling Green State. 


Wate STATE 
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Coach: Paul Schudel (36-29-2, 6 years). 

1990 record: 7-4. MAC: 5-3/T3rd. 

Key losses: Frank Barnes, TE; Toby Beegle, DE; Bob 
Bex, OT; Mike Harrison, P; Bernie Parmalee, TB; 
Sean Turner, > Todd Wright, 0G. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Mike LeSure, FL, 6- 
2/185, Jr; Travis Moore, WR, 6- 1/183, Sr.; Mike 
Neu, OB, 6-4/199, Soph.; Mic Roessler, T, 6-2/ 
274, Sr.; Kenny Stucker, K, 5- 10/153, Sr.; Ryan 
Timmerman, C, 6-4/240, Sr.; Tim Warady, G, 6-0/ 
260, Sr. Defense (9): Blaine Bishop, DB, 5-9/ 197, 
Jr; Bryant Branigan, L, 6-2/250, Jr.; Robert 
Glover, DB, 6- 1/191, Sr.; Keith Hackett, CB, 5-8/ 
165, Sr.; Henry Hall, E, 6- 1/238, Jr.; Carl Kendrick, 
DL, 6-2/254, Jr; Mark Parris, LB, 6- 1/228, Jr.; 
Don Stonefield, LB, 6-2/221, Jr.; Denny Thomp- 
son, T, 6-3/262, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Carlos Barefield, DE, Sr.; 
Charley Barth, OL, Jr; David Cipranic, LB, Sr.; 


8. KENT 
9. OHIO UNIVERSITY 


Corey Croom, RB, Jr.; Copatric Dartis, DB, Soph.; 
Troy Hoffer, DB, Jr.; Cliff Johnson, DB, Jr.; Scott 
Jones, TE, ‘Sr Cameron Lymon, WR, Sr.; Steve 
Martin, DL, Ur: Dan Mawhorr, DL, Soph.; ‘Ismael 
Peralta, OL, Sr.; Leo Porter, CB, Sr.; Kenneth 
Rhodes, FB, Jr.; Troy Smith, FB, Jr.; Scott Upshaw, 
FL, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Lorenzo Butler, RB, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: At Miami of Ohio, Aug. 31; at Navy, Sept. 
7; at Texas Christian, Sept. 14; Kent, Sept. 21; at 
Indiana State, Oct. 28; Western Michigan, Oct. 0; 
at Eastern Michigan, Oct. 12; at Central Michigan, 
Oct. 26; Ohio University, Nov. 2; at Toledo, Nov. 9; 
Bowling Green State, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Cardinals. 

Site: Muncie, Ind. 


Outlook: The Cardinals closed out the 
1990 season with four straight victories 
and have won more games (22) over the 


Back for more: Ball State defensive back 
Blaine Bishop returns to a defense that 
ranked second in Division I-A in yards 
allowed last year. 
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ished second in the nation in yards al- 
lowed (222.6 per game) last year. Junior 
linebackers Don Stonefield and Mark 
Parris were the Cardinals’ top two 
tacklers in 1990. 
Defensive weaknesses: Departed end 
Toby Beegle and safety Sean Turner 
will be hard to replace. 
Special teams: There’s good news and 
bad news. The good is place-kicker 
Kenny Stucker, who converted 15 of 19 
field-goal attempts last year. The bad is 
that the Cardinals lack a punter witha 
powerful leg. 
Key to success: Keeping everyone 
healthy. The Cards can’t afford injuries 
to key personnel. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the offense starts 
giving up more points than the defense 
does. 
Coach Paul Schudel says: “We have the 
potential to be a good football team. 
The jury is still out (on Neu), but he’ll 
hold his own. What he has going for him 
is a very good defense.” 


3 \2/cENTRAL MICH. 


Coach: Herb Deromedi (94-42-6, 13 years). 

1990 record: 8-3-1 (lost to San Jose State in Cali- 
fornia Raisin Bowl). MAC: 7-1/T ist. 

Key losses: Joe Connolly, FB; Rich Curtiss, LB; 
David Johnson, S; Gino Marchetti, S; Mike Papler, 
DT; Eric Stockford, TE; Ken Strong, CB; Chris 
Thompson, LB; J.J. Wierenga, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Jeff Bender, OB, 6-2/ 
200, Sr.; Art Droski, C, 6-4/275, Jr; Ken Ealy, FL, 
§- 10/170, Sr.; Paul Jacobson, G, 6-3/265, Sr.; 
Bob Kench, SE, 6-2/ 185, Sr.; spi eeetat Te 6- 
5/280, Jr.; Billy Smith, TB, 6-0/ 195, Sr.; Anthony 
Vais, G, 6-3/265, Sr.; James Wyatt, T, 6-7/290, 
Sr. Defense (5): James Cooper, CB, 5- 11/ 180, Sr.; 
Dennis Nicholl, P/K, 5-11/ 165, Jr.; Kevin Rich, LB, 
6-4/250, Sr; Clarence Rose, LB, 6-0/225, Sr: 
Jason Wilkie, MG, 6-3/260, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Richard Barker, S, Soph.; Zoran 
Djordjevic, K, Soph.; L.J. Muddy, WR, Sr. (RS/ 
academics); Mike Nettie, OT, Jr.; Todd Reynolds, 
LB, Sr.; Lamar Sally, DT, Ir. 

Top newcomers: Terrance McMillan, WR, Fr.; Robert 
McMillen, TE, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: At Ohio University, Aug. 31; Southwest- 
ern Louisiana, Sept. 7; at ichigan State, Sept. 14; 
Akron, Sept. 21; at Toledo, Sept. 28; at Bowling 
Green State, Oct. 5; Miami of Ohio, Oct. 12; at Kent, 
Oct. 19; Ball State, Oct. 26; at Eastern Michigan, 
Nov. 2; Western Michigan, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Chippewas. 

Sits: Mount Pleasant, Mich. 


Outlook: The Chippewas have the poten- 
tial to become the first MAC team to 
win back-to-back league titles since 
they did so in 1979-80. 

Offensive strengths: You name it. Cen- 
tral Michigan is strong at quarterback, 
tailback, wide receiver and in the line. 
Quarterback Jeff Bender was the 
league’s Most Valuable Player in 1990 
after leading the MAC in passing effi- 
ciency (131.6 yards per game). Flanker 
Ken Ealy and tailback Billy Smith also 
may be the league’s best at their posi- 
tions. 

Offensive weaknesses: Herb Deromedi 
must find a fullback to block for Smith. 
Defensive strengths: Linebackers 
Clarence Rose and Kevin Rich, middle 
guard Jason Wilkie and cornerback 
James Cooper are the anchors. It’s 
doubtful the Chippewas again will lead 
the country in scoring defense (8.9 
points per game in 1990), but these four 
players area good place to start. 
Defensive weaknesses: Except for Coo- 
per, the entire secondary must be re- 
built. Replacements also must be found 
for departed all-conference players at 
tackle, linebacker, free safety and 
strong safety. 

Special teams: Double-duty Dennis 
Nicholl returns to handle the punting 
and place-kicking, but he’ll probably 
get some relief from incoming place- 
kicker Zoran Djordjevic. 

Key to success: The offense must score 
a lot of points early until the young de- 
fense comes of age. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the season is half 
over and secondary auditions are still 
taking place. 

Coach Herb Deromedi says: “We're 
ready to meet the responsibility of hav- 
ing to come back as defending champi- 
ons. We can have a heckuva season.” 


\3/totepo 


Coach: Gary Pinkel (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 9-2. MAC: 7-1/T ist. 
Key losses: Marcus Amick, DT; Romauldo Brown, 
WR; Jerry Evans, TE; Rick Isaiah, WR; Pat John- 
son, FB; Craig Kuligowski, OT; Jeff Lamb, LB; Ben 
Mitchell, G; Dwayne Smith, LB; Nick Varajon, DT; 
Dan Vargo, S; Dave Walkosky, S. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Joe DiLauro, T, 6-5/ 
280, Sr.; Rusty Hanna, K, 5-8/171, Jr; Andy 
McCollum, G, 6-4/255, Jr.; Kevin Meger, QB, 6-1/ 
180, Jr.; Troy Parker, TB, 5-11/ 197, Soph.; Albert 
Thigpen, C, 6-2/240, Sr. Defense (6): Darren An- 
derson, CB, 6- 1/179, Sr.; Brian Borders, P, 6-2/ 
195, Jr.; Matt Eberflus, LB, 6-0/224, Sr.; Jason 
Kelley, CB, 5- 11/181, Jr.; Mark Rhea, E, 6-4/227, 
Sr.; Dan Williams, E, 6-4/254, dr. 
Other key returnees: David Andrews, FB, Sr.; Tony 
Borgerding, LB, Sr.; Marcus Goodwin, FL, Jr.; 
Vince Marrow, TE, Jr.; Ainsworth Morgan, SE, 
Soph.; Darrell Mossburg, LB, Jr.; Damon Nelson, 
TB, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Scott Brunswich, WR, Fr.; Jeff 
Green, OL, Fr.; Tim Kubiak, QB, Fr.; Adriel McCul- 
lough, DL, Fr.; Steve Rosi, TE/DE, Fr.; Alonzo 
Vance, DB, Fr. 
Schedule: Kansas, Sept. 7; at Western Michigan, 
Sept. 21; Central Michigan, Sept. 28; Ohio Univer- 
sity, Oct. 5; at Washington, Oct. 12; at Bowling 
Green State, Oct. 19; Miami of Ohio, Oct. 26; at 
Kent, Nov. 2; Ball State, Nov. 9; at Eastern Mich- 
igan, Nov. 16; Northern Illinois, Nov. 23, 

ickname: Rockets. 
Site: Toledo, 0. 


Outlook: Gary Pinkel is the third man to 
head the Toledo program in as many 
seasons. If the Rockets don’t let the 
lack of continuity get the best of them, 
they'll again challenge for the confer- 
ence crown. 

Offensive strengths: Quarterback 
Kevin Meger is the quickest player at 
his position in the league. Tailback 
Troy Parker was the league’s Fresh- 
man of the Year and leading scorer (7.8 
points per game) last season. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line. When 
Parker runs in '91, sometimes it'll be 
for his life. 

Defensive strengths: All-conference 
linebacker Matt Eberflus is Toledo’s 
best defender, followed closely by end 
Dan Williams, who had 17 tackles for 
losses in 1990. 

Defensive weaknesses: New players 
will be taking over six positions on de- 
fense. How good they’ll be and how long 
it will take them to settle in is anyone’s 
guess. 

Special teams: The Rockets have two of 
the league’s best kickers in punter 
Brian Borders (40.8-yard average last 
year) and place-kicker Rusty Hanna (a 
league-leading 18 field goals in 1990). 
Key to success: If the offensive line 
gives Meger, Parker and Co. enough 
time to do their thing, Toledo should 
have little problem scoring points. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the players re- 
cruited by former coaches Dan Simrell 
and Nick Saban start knocking Pinkel. 


Rugged Rocket: All-conference linebacker Mark Eberflus is Toledo’s best defender. 


Coach Gary Pinkel says: “Everyone’s JJ 


telling me how good we're going to be, 
but it’s hard to imagine winning the 


league when you lose 12 starters. We & 
can be a great defensive team, but on wn 


offense we have problems.” 


\@/ WESTERN MICH. 


Coach: Al Molde (26-19, 4 years; 132-76-6 overall, 
20 years). 

1990 record: 7-4. MAG: 5-3/T3rd. 

Key losses: Paul Agema, TE/SB; Allan Boyko, SE; 
Andy Brotebeck, OG; Terry Crews, DE; Don East- 
man, OG; Brian Johnson, S; Sean Mulhearn, LB; 
Scott Thomas, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Jay Barresi, K, 5-10/ 
179, Jr.; Paul Hutchins, T, 6-6/330, Jr.; Jon 
Manier, C, 6-3/241, Sr.; Corey Sylve, RB, 5-9/ 175, 
dr; Brad Tayles, OB, 6-3/199, Jr.; LaVelle Van- 
Horn, SE, 6- 1/181, Sr.; Robert Walker, TE, 6-3/ 
229, Sr. Defense (9): Jeff Allor, LB, 6- 1/236, Jr.; 
Dave Cutlip, E, 6-3/236, Jr.; Darrius Griffith, LB, 
6-0/229, Sr.; Paul Johnson, T, 6-3/244, Sr.; Jeff 
LaDuke, S, 5- 11/192, Jr.; Mark Nabozny, T, 6-3/ 
255, Sr.; Todd Rawsthorne, P, 6- 1/222, Sr.; Jeff 
ene CB, 5- 10/175, Jr.; Eric West, CB, 5-8/ 
186, Sr. 


Other key returnees: Paul Davis, CB, Jr. (RS/medi- 
cal); Ulric King, FL, Jr.; Bob Wolf, 0G, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Michael Coleman, TE, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: Akron, Sept. 7; at Florida State, Sept. 14; 
Toledo, Sept. 21; Ohio University, Sept. 28; at Ball 
State, Oct. 5; at Northern Illinois, Oct. 12; at East- 
ern igi Oct. 19; Bowling Green State, Oct. 
26; Miami of Ohio, Nov. 9; at Central Michigan, 
Nov. 16; Kent, Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Broncos. 

Site: Kalamazoo, Mich. 


Continued 
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PLAYERS OF THE YEAR FIRST TEAM SECOND TEAM 
: OFFENSE 2, | Raves oe Se OPEENSE OFFENSE 2 
Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
WR KENEALY, Central Michigan §-10/170 Sr. WR BOBKENCH, Central Michigan 6-2/185 Sr. 
WR MILT STEGALL, Miami of Ohio §-0/184 Sr. WR_ LAVELLE VANHORN, W. Michigan 6-1/181 Sr. 
TE ROBERT WALKER, Western Mich. 6-3/229 Sr. TE DARIAN McKINNEY, Central Mich. 6-6/230 Sr. 
T JIM WYATT, Central Michigan 6-7/290 Sr. T CHRIS PARK, Ohio University 6-5/275 Jr. 
T PAUL HUTCHINS, Western Mich. 6-6/330 Jr. T MIC ROESSLER, Ball State 6-2/274 Sr. 
C ARTOROSKI, Central Michigan  6-4/275 Jr. C DALE LEISENHEIMER, Ohio 6-4/255 Sr. 
G ANDY McCOLLUM, Toledo 6-4/255 dr. G TIMWARADY, Ball State 6-0/260 Sr. 
Brad G PAUL JACOBSON, Central Mich. 6-3/265 Sr. G BOBBY PANDELIDIS, E. Mich. 6-3/284 Jr. 
Tayles, 7 QB BRAD TAYLES, Western Michigan 6-3/199 Jr. QB JEFF BENDER, Central Michigan 6-2/200 Sr. 
QB, Western Michigan} RB BILLYSMITH, Central Michigan 6-0/195 Sr. RB TROY PARKER, Toledo 5-11/197 Soph. 
mu AB CCOREY SYLVE, Western Michigan 5-9/175 Jr. RB CAMERON MOSS, Eastern Mich. 6-1/166 Soph. 
| meee _ DEFENSE DEFENSE 
Pos, Name, School HL/Wt. Class Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
DL JON WAUFORD, Miami of Ohio 6-3/255 Sr. DL JASON WILKIE, Central Michigan 6-3/260 Jr. 
DL SCOTT FRAZIER, MiamiofOhio 6-1/257 Sr. DL MARK NABOZNY, Western Mich. 6-3/255 Sr. 
DL HENRY HALL, Ball State 6-1/238 Jr. DL DAN WILLIAMS, Toledo 6-4/254 Jr. 
LB MATT EBERFLUS, Toledo 6-0/224 Sr. DL MARK ROSS, Bowling Green State 6-1/260 Sr. 
LB CLARENCE ROSE, CentralMich. 6-0/225 Sr. LB JEFF ALLOR, Western Michigan 6-1/236 Jr. 
LB FRED McCLENDON, Eastern Mich. 6-3/220 Sr. LB SCOTT ZELE, Ohio University 6-0/235 Jr. 
LB DON STONEFIELD, Ball State 6-2/221 Jr. LB CURTMcMILLAN, MiamiofOhio 6-0/214 Jr. 
~ Jon CB ROBERT GLOVER, Ball State 6-1/191 Sr. CB JASON KELLEY, Toledo 5-11/181 Jr. 
Re Wauford, CB BLAINE BISHOP, Ball State 5-9/197 Jr. CB JEFF REYNOLDS, Western Mich. 5-10/175 Jr. 
>» E, Miami of Ohio S RONCARPENTER, MiamiofOhio 6-1/185 Jr. S DAVEBIELINSKI, BowlingGreen 6-3/215 Jr. 
S TERRY WILSON, BowlingGreen 6-2/205 Sr. S PAULHAYNES, Kent 6-0/189 Sr. 
- NEWCOMERS OF YEAR | ‘SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
OFFENSE: q Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class Pos. Name, School Ht/Wt Class 
Darian McKinney, TE, Central Michigan PK KENNY STUCKER, Ball State §-10/155 Sr. PK RUSTY HANNA, Toledo 5-8/171 Jr. 
DEFENSE: TODD RAWSTHORNE, W. Michigan 6- 1/232 Sr. P BRIAN BORDERS, Toledo 6-2/195 Jr. 


Ronald Rice, S, Eastern Michigan 


Outlook: The Broncos will put some big 
offensive numbers on the scoreboard. If 
their defense doesn’t allow the opposi- 
tion to do the same, they’ll be a force. 
Offensive strengths: Quarterback Brad 
Tayles led the conference in total of- 
fense a year ago, while running back 
Corey Sylve was one of the MAC’s top 
all-purpose players. A line anchored by 
6-6, 330-pound tackle Paul Hutchins also 
should be solid. 

Offensive weaknesses: Western Mich- 
igan’s wide receivers are new and un- 
tested. That may keep the Broncos 
from throwing the ball as often as they 
want to. 

Defensive strengths: Experience. 
Twenty-one lettermen and eight start- 
ers are back from last year’s squad, the 
best of whom are third-year tackles 
Mark Nabozny and Paul Johnson. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
is suspect. Finding a replacement for 
departed MAC Defensive Player of the 
Year Sean Mulhearn at linebacker will 
be difficult. 

Special teams: Western Michigan is for- 
tunate to have two of the league’s best 
kickers in Todd Rawsthorne (Division 
I-A’s ninth-best punter in 1990) and 
place-kicker Jay Barresi, the Broncos’ 
leading scorer the last two seasons. 

Key to success: The offense must live up 
to its high-scoring reputation while the 
defense bends but doesn’t break. 

Sure sign of trouble: Tayles may mean 
more to his team than any other player 
in the conference. If he goes down, the 
Broncos may need a life-support sys- 
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tem. 

Coach Al Molde says: “Last year we 
were the top offensive team in the 
league. This year, we'll have a lot more 
experience—especially on de- 
fense—and our depth has never looked 
better.” 


A special purpose: Western Michigan 
running back Corey Sylve hopes to be one of 


the MAC’s top all-purpose players again. 
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Coach: Randy Walker (5-5-1, 1 year). 

1990 record: 5-5-1. MAC: 4-3- 1/5th. 

Kay losses: Andy Billman, C; Bennie Caldwell, LB; 
Bart Letcavits, FL; Rick Mileham, 0G; William 
Norris, DB; Rob Reedy, OT. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): John Cannon, G, 6- 
2/276, Sr.; Terry Carter, TB, 5-7/185, Soph.; Jim 
Clement, QB, 6- 1/199, Soph.; Mike Kreeger, T, 6- 
7/269, Jr.; Bryan Lucas, K, 5-9/169, Jr.; James 
Patton, TE, 6-3/240, Jr.; Milt Stegall, SE, 6-0/ 184, 
Sr. Defense (10): Ron Carpenter, S, 6-1/ 185, Jr.; 
Scott Frazier, T, 6- 1/257, Sr.; Andy Howard, E, 6- 
2/229, Sr.; Cajardo Lindsey, S, 5- 10/ 188, Sr.; Curt 
McMillan, LB, 6-0/214, Jr.; Barry Renfro, LB, 6-1/ 
214, Sr.; Mark Staten, T, 6-6/280, Jr.; Jon Valente, 
P, 6-2/202, Jr; Jon Wauford, E, 6-3/255, Sr.; 
Shean Williams, CB, 5-6/ 150, Jr. : 

Other key returnees: Lock Beachum, FB, Soph.; Bob 
Clark, FL, Jr.; Tom Poynton, FB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: David Thomas, DB, Fr. (RS/medi- 
cal); Larmondo Watts, OB, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: Ball State, Aug. 31; at Kentucky, Sept. 7; 
Eastern Michigan, Sept. 14; at Cincinnati, Sept. 28; 
at Southwestern Louisiana, Oct. 5; at Central 
Michigan, Oct. 12; Ohio University, Oct. 19; at 
Toledo, Oct. 26; Bowling Green State, Nov. 2; at 
Western Michigan, Nov. 9; at Kent, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Redskins. 

Site: Oxford, 0. 


Outlook: The Redskins are a team on 
the rise under second-year Coach 
Randy Walker. They could surprise 
some people if they get big seasons 
from some of their key players. 
Offensive strengths: The Miami offense 
will go only as far as quarterback Jim 
Clement, tailback Terry Carter and 
wide receiver Milt Stegall can take it. 
Offensive weaknesses: The line is young 
and inexperienced, so putting points on 


the board may be difficult. 

Defensive strengths: Nine starters are 
back from one of the league’s best de- 
fenses of 1990. End Jon Wauford is a le- 
gitimate All-America candidate, and 
tackle Scott Frazier is not far behind. 
Linebacker Curt McMillan led Miami 
with 142 tackles, while free safety Ron 
Carpenter had a league-leading seven 
interceptions. 

Defensive weaknesses: Not many, but 
overall depth on defense might be one. 
Special teams: Bryan Lucas, who made 
eight of 12 field-goal tries a year ago, is 
solid. Jon Valente, who shared punting 
duties last year, is the Redskins’ sole 
punter in’91. 

Keys to success: The defense must 
prove that last year was no fluke. The 
offense must score more than 200 
points. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the offensive line 
fails to develop and Clement spends a 
lot of time flat on his back. 

Coach Randy Walker says: “We weren't 
that good last year; we just played a lit- 
tle harder and progressed along the 
way. The reason we had a better team 
last year was because of our defense, 
but now we have to get some offense, 
too.” 


On the warpath: Redskins defensive end Jon Wauford will pursue All-America honors. 


\6/EASTERN MICH. 


Coach: Jim Harkema (38-46-4, 8 years; 106-75-5 
overall, 18 years). 

1990 record: 2-9. MAC: 2-6/T7th. 

Key losses: Mike Bass, DT; Todd Bell, FL; Steve 
Brockelbank, OT; Donshell English, DE; Kevin 
Fairman, 0G; Gordie Johnstone, C; Mark Merritt, 
0G; Charles Nash, FB; Bob Navarro, S; Craig Pe- 
tersmark, DE; Patrick Walsh, TE. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Shane Jackson, QB, 
6-3/235, Sr.; Jim Langeloh, K, 6-2/191, Jr; 
Cameron Moss, TB, 6- 1/166, Soph.; Ken Moss, T, 
6-8/341, Sr.; Bobby Pandelidis, G, 6-3/284, Jr.; 
Rodney Screen, WR, 6-0/197, Jr. Defense (8): 
Werner Blakely, DB, 6- 1/187, Sr.; Derrick Buford, 
LB, 6-3/244, Jr.; Mike Danley, LB, 6-3/208, Jr.; 
William Gray, DB, 5-9/ 171, Sr.; Monty Kirkland, P, 
5- 10/192, Sr.; Fred McClendon, LB, 6-3/220, Sr,; 
Sean Shoda, T, 6- 1/270, Jr.; Kevin Tooson, DB, 6- 
2/201, Soph. 

Other key returnees: Kurt Davis, OT, Sr. (RS/medi- 
cal); Scott Hormann, QB, Sr.; Mickey McBride, DT, 
dr; Jerry Meltzer, TE, Jr.; Chris Nyenhuis, WR, Sr.; 
Joe Palandri, C, Sr.; Charles Payne, DE, Sr.; Jeff 
Squibbs, OT, Sr. 

Top newcomers; Mike Graff, FB, Jr. (IG), Tyron 
Graves, DB, Jr. (JC); Ronald Rice, S, Fr. (RS); Rob 
Turner, TE, Soph. (JC). 

Schedule: At Bowling Green State, Aug. 31; at Pur- 
due, Sept. 7; at Miami of Ohio, Sept. 14; Louisiana 
Tech, Sept. 21; at Wisconsin, Sept. 28; at Kent, 
Oct. 5; Ball State, Oct. 12; Western Michigan, Oct. 
19; Central Michigan, Nov. 2; at Ohio University, 
Nov. 9; Toledo, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: To be determined. 

Site: Ypsilanti, Mich. 


Defensive strengths: The linebacking is 
solid and there’s quickness in the line. 
Defensive weaknesses: That quick line 
also is small and inexperienced. The 
secondary is porous. 

Special teams: Eastern Michigan has a 
pair of solid performers in place-kicker 
Jim Langeloh and punter Monty Kirk- 
land. 

Key to success: Langeloh seeing plenty 
of action. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Kirkland sees 
plenty of action. 

Coach Jim Harkema says: ‘We were dis- 
appointed (in 1990), but we’re not wor- 
ried about what happened last year; 
we've got the 1991 season to get after. 
We have some very, very talented 
young players, and I hope they’ll play 
up to their talent this year.” 


\7//eowLin GREEN 


Coach: Gary ecu e Nee year as head coach). 
1990 record: 3-5-2. MAC: 2-4-2/6th. 

Key losses: Duane Crenshaw, LB; Eric Fitzpatrick, 
OT; Billy Horn, C; Jim Howell, FB; Pat Jackson, TE; 
Dal McDonald, LB; Keith Pace, LB; Steve Ross, DL; 
Cris Shale, P; Allen Smith, WR; Rick Young, OT. 


Outlook: Eastern Michigan ended last 
season with eight straight defeats. If it 
doesn’t win early in 1991 to stop the 
bleeding, this season could get ugly. 
Offensive strengths: Sophomore tail- 
back Cameron Moss is probably the 
most lethal offensive weapon ona team 
with few of them. 

Offensive weaknesses: An inexperi- 
enced line and, sometimes, quarter- 
back Shane Jackson. He needs to be- 
come more consistent. 


Starters returning: Offense (6): George Johnson, TB, 
§-11/180, Soph.; Todd Powell, K, 6-0/200, Sr.; 
Brian Sherman, G, 6-0/275, Sr.; Nick Sims, T, 6-3/ 
280, Sr.; Mark Sziachcic, WR, 6-4/205, Jr.; Erik 
White, QB, 6-5/210, Jr. Defense (7); Dave Bielin- 
ski, S, 6-3/215, Jr.; Carlos Brooks, CB, 6-0/200, 
Jr; Ken Burress, CB, 5- 11/175, Jr.; Kevin O'Brien, 
LB, 6-4/235, Jr.; Mark Ross, NG, 6- 1/260, Sr.; 
Steve Wilbourne, T, 6-4/265, Sr.; Terry Wilson, S, 
6-2/205, Sr. 

Other kay returnees: Steve Bosko, OG, Jr.; Lee sy 
OL, Soph. (RS/knee); Mike Calcagno, LB, Sr.; Bob 
Dudley, DT, Soph.; David Hankins, WR, Jr.; Paul 
Harris, DL, Sr.; Chris Henwood, OL, Jr.; Matt 


Kregel, 0G, Sr. (RS/knee); Brett Landman, TE, Sr.; 
Tony Lee, FB, Jr. (RS/knee); Artie Mangham, LB, - 
Jr; DJ. Ogilvie, LB, Sr.; LeRoy Smith, TB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Ray Callicutt, WR, Fr.: Rick Faist, 
FB, Fr.; Rameir Martin, WR, Fr. (RS); Eric McGhee, 
RB, Fr.; Steve Rodriguez, DB, Fr. ‘ 
Schedule; Eastern Michigan, Aug. 31; at West Vir-. 
ginia, Sept. 7; Cincinnati, Sept. 21; at Navy, Sept. 
28; Central Michigan, Oct. 5; at Ohio University, 
Oct. 12; Toledo, Oct. 19; at Western Michigan, Oct. 
26; at Miami of Ohio, Nov. 2; Kent, Nov. 9; at Ball 
State, Nov. 16. F 

Nickname: Falcons. 

Site; Bowling Green, 0. 


Outlook: It's not pretty. The Falcons’ 
best player last year was All-America 
punter Cris Shale, who had plenty of 
chances to perfect his craft. And now 
even he’s gone. 

Offensive strengths: Erik White and Pat 
Gucciardo, Bowling Green's top two 
quarterbacks, return along with wide 
receiver Mark Szlachcic, who finished 
second in the MAC in catches per game 
(4.6) last season. George Johnson, 
LeRoy Smith and Zeb Jackson are all 
solid tailbacks. 

Offensive weaknesses: With an inexpe- 
rienced offensive line and returning 
players at each skill position, Bowling 
Green could become known as “Backs 
and Sacks.” 

Defensive strengths: The top eight de- 
fensive backs from last year return, led 
by standout safety Terry Wilson. The 
Falcons’ other starting safety, Dave 
Bielinski, intercepted six passes last 
season, 

Defensive weaknesses: Four of the top 
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. § five linebackers are gone, including the 


| three best inside linebackers. Former 
i backup players must produce to keep 


opposing teams from exploiting this 


—y area. 


Special teams: The Falcons had the na- 
tion’s best punter in Shale last year but 
may have to recruit the soccer team’s 


Wi goalie for this season. Long snapper 
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Chris Henwood returns, as does place- 
kicker Todd Powell, who connected on 
nine of 12 field goals last year. 

Key to success: The defense must play 
well early in the season to buy time for 
the offense toimprove. 

Sure sign of trouble: If opposing teams 
start blitzing on every play and the of- 


| fense gets panicky. 


Coach Gary Blackney says: “We'll be 
competitive because of our defense, but 
I don’t know how productive our of- 
fense can be.” 


WS 


Coach; Pete Cordelli (first year as a head coach). 
1990 record: 2-9. MAC: 2-6/T7th. 

Key losses; Andy Harmon, DT; Jim Mullins, LB; Pat- 
rick Young, SE. 

Starters returning: Offense (10): Doug Agnew, T, 6- 
4/264, Sr.; Shawn Barnes, FL, 5-7/ 165, Sr.; David 
Boon, G, 6-3/270, St.; Ryan Creed, G, 6-6/241, 
Soph.; Joe Dalpra, QB, 5-11/198, Sr.; Marcus 
Haywood, TB, 5-7/190, Jr.; Lance Hostetler, C, 6- 
2/260, Sr.; Derrick Johnson, T, 6-4/290, Sr.; Steve 
Koproski, TE, 5-11/221, Soph.; Shawn Trent, FB, 
6-0/220, Sr. Defense (9): Brian Allen, S, 6- 1/173, 
Soph.; Vance Benton, CB, 5- 11/175, Soph.; Kevin 
Harris, CB, 5-8/ 172, Jr.; Paul Haynes, S, 6-0/ 189, 
Sr.; Andy Krupa, T, 6-3/248, Sr.: Sean Patterson, 
LB, 6-0/212, Soph.; Brady Renners, LB, 6- 1/209, 
Soph.; Maurice Sumpter, LB, 6-0/222, Soph.; Dave 
Tkatch, NG, 6-0/247, Jr. 

Other key returnees: P.J. Allen, FB, Sr.; Mike An- 
derson, TE, Sr.; John Lorentz, OL, Jr.; Brad Smith, 


Buying time: Bowling Green noseguard Mark Ross and the rest of the defense must play 


TB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Kevin Shuman, QB, Fr. (RS); Odis 
Townsend, DL, Fr. (RS); Clayton Waite, DB, Soph. 
(transfer/South Carolina). 

Schedule: At North Carolina State, Sept. 14; at Ball 
State, Sept. 21; at Kentucky, Sept. 28; Eastern 
Michigan, Oct. 5; Cincinnati, Oct. 12; Central 
Michigan, Oct. 19; at Ohio University, Oct. 26; 
Toledo, Nov. 2; at Bowling Green State, Nov. 9; 
Miami of Ohio, Nov. 16; at Western Michigan, Nov. 
23 


Nickname: Golden Flashes. 
Site: Kent, 0. 


Outlook: First-year Coach Pete Cordelli 
was spoiled at Notre Dame with a 
player like Raghib Ismail in his arsenal 
the last three years. The only Rockets 
he'll see this year are in Toledo. 
Offensive strengths: Quarterback Joe 
Dalpra passed for 1,533 yards and 10 
touchdowns last season and could put 
up some big numbers behind an experi- 
enced line. 

Offensive weaknesses: There are no 
proven running backs on the roster. It 
will take time for Cordelli’s new system 
to take hold. 

Defensive strengths: Five of last sea- 
son’s top six tacklers are back. The line- 
backing trio of sophomores Sean Pat- 
terson, Maurice Sumpter and Brady 
Renners is one of the league’s best. 
Strong safety Paul Haynes can be out- 
standing. 

Defensive weaknesses: Cordelli will be 
hard pressed to find an adequate re- 
placement for departed tackle Andy 
Harmon. 

Special teams: The Golden Flashes’ spe- 
cial teams were inconsistent at best 
under former coach Dick Crum and fig- 
ure to be about the same under Cordelli. 
Key to success: Kent fans hope Cordelli 


(Xb 


well early in the season to allow the offense to improve. 
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brought some of that Notre Dame mys- 
tique with him. He’ll need it this season. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the Kent offense 
starts producing more turnovers than 
Sara Lee. 

Coach Pete Cordelli says: “Anything 
can happen. To have success, you have 
to go through adversity, and we’ve had 
enough adversity here the last few 
years. The biggest challenge is chang- 
ing attitudes.” 


\9 /onio UNIVERSITY 


Coach: Tom Lichtenberg (1-9-1, 1 year; 19-23-2 
overall, 3 years), 
1990 record: 1-9-1. MAC: 1-6-1/9th. 
Key losses: Miles Davidson, DT; Gerald Harris, WR; 
Derek Hendrix, LB; Shawn Purter, CB; Mike South- 
ers, FB; Jim Swanson, TE; Anthony Thornton, QB; 
Steve Wolf, OT. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Courtney Burton, 
WR, 5-7/ 150, Soph.; Rickey Howell, RB, 5- 11/215, 
dr; Dale Leisenheimer, C, 6-4/255, Sr.; Jeff 
Marchant, K, 5-9/ 175, Soph.; Chris Park, T, 6-5/ 
275, Jr.; Darren Reese, L, 6-5/280, Soph.; Scott 
Tate, G, 6-6/270, Sr. Defense {4}: Jason Carthen, 
LB, 6-3/250, Soph.; Michael Dunn, LB, 6-2/230, 
Sr.; Andy Grombacher, P, 6-2/ 188, Sr.; Scott Zele, 
LB, 6-0/235, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Ryan Adams, S, Soph.; Aubrey 
Bell, RB, Soph.; Don Brown, TE, Soph.; Andy Can- 
ter, OL, Soph.; Wayne Clements, RB, Soph.; Tim 
Curtis, RB, Soph.; Doug Davidson, TE, Jr.; Jack 
Goldsberry, OL; Jr.; Jerod McComas, DL, Soph. 
Top newcomer: Tim Norviel, S, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Central Michigan, Aug. 31; Tennessee 
Tech, Sept. 14; at Mississippi, Sept. 21; at Western 
Michigan, Sept. 28; at Toledo, Oct. 5; Bowling 
Green State, Oct. 12; at Miami of Ohio, Oct. 19; 
Kent, Oct. 26; at Ball State, Nov. 2; Eastern Mich- 
igan, Nov. 9; at Tulsa, Nov. 23. 

ickname: Bobcats. 
Site: Athens, 0. 


Outlook: The Bobcats have won just one 
league game the last two seasons, and 
it’s unlikely the situation will be much 
better in Athens this time around. 
Offensive strengths: Three good run- 
ning backs—Aubrey Bell, Tim Curtis 
and Rickey Howell—return to run be- 
hind an experienced line. 

Offensive weaknesses: Ohio is the only 
MAC team that doesn’t have its 1990 
starting quarterback returning. 
There’s also little experience or depth 
at wide receiver. 

Defensive strengths: The Bobcats’ en- 
tire linebacking crew returns intact. 
Defensive weaknesses: Both the sec- 
ondary and the line must be rebuilt. 
Special teams: Long snapper Jeff Lo- 
monico, punter Andy Grombacher (a 
36.6-yard average) and place-kicker 
Jeff Marchant are back. Wayne Clem- 
ents is a good kick returner. 

Keys to success: Ohio needs a lot, but 
finding a capable quarterback and an 
adequate defense are at the top of 
Coach Tom Lichtenberg’s agenda. 

Sure sign of trouble: A disastrous open- 
ing game against MAC co-champion 
Central Michigan could be the har- 
binger for another lousy season. 

Coach Tom Lichtenberg says: “We'll get 
better; we can’t get much worse. We 
have a few more athletes than in the 
past, but the big thing is youth. It’s 
going to take a couple of years to get 
there.” # 


Ascending: Miami of Ohio. Unders sec- 
ond-year Coach Randy Walker, the 
Redskins have developed a winning 
attitude and a championship-caliber 
defense. The only thing lacking is a 
potent offense. If the Redskins get 
one, they could 
make some noise. 
Descending: East- 
ern Michigan. This 
team, which 
dropped the nick- 
name ‘‘Hurons” 
- after the 1990 sea- 
son, may need 
more than a name 
change to reverse 
its gridiron for- 
tunes. After enter- 
ing last season with 
the MAC's best 
record (29-13-2) 
over the previous four years, Eastern 
Michigan ended its 90 campaign with 
eight straight defeats. Coach Jim 
Harkema has worked his magic in 
Ypsilanti before, and he’ll have to 
come up with something special to 
turn things around this year. 
Nightmare schedule: Toledo. The 
Rockets open at home against Kansas 
and end their season by hosting North- 
ern Illinois. That's the good part. The 
bad part is that first-year Coach Gary 
Pinkel gets an all-expenses-paid trip 
to Seattle in October to play Washing- 
ton, where he served as an assistant 
for 12 years before taking over at 
Toledo. It’s doubtful that the Huskies, 
who figure to be one of the nation’s 
best teams in 1991, will give Pinkel a 
very cordial homecoming. 
Dream schedule: Miami of Ohio. The 
Redskins’ slate includes non- 
conference road games at Kentucky, 
Cincinnati and Southwestern Louis- 
iana. Those three teams were a com- 
bined 10-23 last year. 
Best matchup of the year: Central 
Michigan at Toledo, September 28. 
Central Michigan won the baitle of 
the league’s defending co-champions, 
13-12, last year. With the top offensive 
' players for both teams returning, the 
scoreboard operator for this game 
will be busy. 
Worst matchup of the year: Western 
Michigan at Florida State, September 
14. The Seminoles will show why so 
many prognosticators have them 
ranked No. 1 in the country. 
Shocker of the year: Eastern Michigan 
will beat Ball State on October 12 to 
put the Cardinals’ MAC title plans on 
hold—for a while. Even Eastern 
Michigan figures to have at least one 
memorable weekend in 1991. 
Bowl bound: Ball State. The Cardinals 
will win the league title and travel to 
Fresno for the California Raisin Bowl 
in December. But it’s doubtful any 
other MAC team will go bowling. 


Bast offensive line: 
Central Michigan 
Best! offensive backfield: 
Western Michigan 
Best backup 


Best wide receivers: 
Central Michigan 
Best clutch receiver: 


Bast defensive line: 
Miami of Ohio 


quarterback: 
Scott Hormann, Eastern Michigan 


Ken Ealy, Central Michigan 


A BAET 
BS BN \ L Li 
Biggest silat to o fill: Aadeewi Har- 
mon’s. The Kent defensive tackle 
played every down as if his life de- 
pended onit. 
Most underrated player: Scott 


= ting : 
Jon Wauford, Miami of Ohio 
Best linebackers: 
Ball State 
Best-hilting linebacker: 
Matt Eberflus, Toledo 
Bast secondary: 
Bowling Green State 
Bast-hitting defensive back: 
Terry Wilson, Bowling Green 


Bost kicking ae 
Toledo 
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IRNING LEAD! DERS 
— Smith, Central Michigan, 95.2 
yds./game (242 att., 1047 yds., 3 TDs, 4.3 
avg.). 

Passing efficiency: Jeff Bender, Central Mich- 
igan, 131.6 rating pts. (262 att., 145 comp., 

1978 yds., 15 TDs). 

Total offense: Brad Tayles, Western Michigan, 
236.8 yds./game (208 yds. rushing, 2397 yds. 
passing, 2605 total yds.). 

Receiving: Mark Sziachcic, Bowling Green 
State, 4.6 rec./game (46 rec., 582 yds., 2 TDs, 
12.7 avg.). 

Scoring: Troy Parker, Toledo, 7.8 pts./game 
(13 TDs, 0 PATs, 0 FGs, 78 pts.). 

Punting; Todd Rawsthorne, Western Michigan, 

- 42.9 avg. (35 punts, 1502 yds.). 

Punt returns; Craig Thompson, Eastern Mich- 
igan, 24.4 avg, (10.att., 244 yds., 11D). 
Kickoff returns: Milt Stegall, Miami of Ohio, 27.6 
avg. ( 18 att., 497 yds., 1 TD). 
Field goals: Rusty Hanna, Toledo, 1.6 FG/game 
{18/29 FGs, 62% ). 

Interceptions: Ron Carpenter, Miami of Ohio, 0.6 
intigame vas 164 yds., ve 


In a rush: Central Michigan’s Billy 
Smith is the MAC’s top returning 


Bast kick-coverage unlts: 
Ball State 


Best coaching statf: 
Central Michigan 


Bast couch: 
Herb Deromedi, Central Michigan 


Bast Heisman 


Brad Tayles, Western Michigan 


Bast pro prospect: 
Jon Wauford, Miami of Ohio 


soe oe 


Frazier, DT, Miami of Ohio. He re- 
turned two interceptions for touch- 
downs last year and had as many 
tackles for losses (22) as highly touted 
teammate Jon Wauford. 
Impact newcomers: Darian McKin- 
ney, TE, Central 
Michigan, Sr. 
(played on basket- 
ball team last sea- 
son); Lorenzo But- 
ler, RB, Ball State, 
UrerCUG)iimPawl 
Watson, OT, Miami 
of Ohio, Jr. (JC); 
Ron Rice, DB, 
Eastern Michigan, 
Fr.; Tyron Graves, 
DB, Eastern Mich- 
igan, Jr. (JC). 
Coach of the year: 
, Paul Schudel, Ball 
State. This will be one time when the 
coach with the best team gets a 
league’s best-coach award. 
Coach on the hot seat: Harkema, East- 
ern Michigan. Any coach whose team 
ends a season with eight straight de- 
feats is watched carefully the follow- 
ing year. 
Best bets: Ball State will finish among 
the nation’s top 10 teams in total de- 
fense... . No team will go undefeated 
in league play. ... Central Michigan 
will have more yards passing than 
rushing for the first time since Coach 
Herb Deromedi took over 14 years 
ago. Last year’s totals were 2,113 
yards rushing and 2,112 passing. ... 
At least one announcer will mispro- 
nounce Eastern Michigan tailback 
Eddie Nwagbaraocha’s name. 
Odds and ends: Ohio and Kent are the 
only MAC teams that haven't won a 
league championship the last seven 
years. ... McKinney, a first-year 
Central Michigan tight end, was a sec- 
ond-team all-conference player on the 
Chippewas’ basketball team last sea- 
son. ... Two different Toledo players 
(Troy Parker and Neil Trotter) had 
205-yard rushing performances last 
year. Parker did so against Northern 
Illinois, while Trotter did it against 
Kent. . . . Miami of Ohio defensive end 
Wauford scored two goals for the Red- 
skins’ hockey team last winter. 
... Western Michigan quarterback 
Brad Tayles is a pitcher on the 
school’s baseball team. ... Toledo’s 
Pinkel, a former tight end at Kent, 
shared team most valuable player 
honors with Jack Lambert when Kent 
won its only MAC championship in 
1972. ... Five players from MAC 
schools were selected in the 1991 Na- 
tional Football League draft... . Kent 
Coach Pete Cordelli will make his 
head coaching debut against North 
Carolina State, his alma mater, on 
September 14, his 38th birthday. 
—DON VANDERVEEN 
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The ’91 Huskies: Don James’ best model ever? 


By DON BORST 
Tacoma News Tribune 


a aving lapped the field in 1990, 
the Washington Huskies ap- 

HI proach the 1991 Pacific-10 Con- 
eres race with a veteran driver, an 
experienced crew and possibly even 
more horsepower than they had a year 
ago. They have so much going for them, 
in fact, they have geared up to chase 
not only another Pac-10 flag and Rose 
Bowl title, but also their first national 
championship. 

After retooling his offense and de- 
fense for the better part of the last two 
years, Coach Don James has come up 
with one of the fastest, most talented 
teams in his 17 years in Seattle. Not 
that the 1990 edition was a clunker; the 
Huskies went 9-2 in the regular season, 
took first place in the Pac-10 with a 7-1 
mark and crushed Big Ten Conference 
champ Iowa, 46-34, in the Rose Bowl. 
Had it not been for a 25-22 loss to UCLA 
in November (the Bruins’ winning 
points coming on a 43-yard field goal 
with 10 seconds left), the Huskies might 
have captured their first national title. 

With most of an outstanding defense 
returning this fall, the Huskies again 
are the team to beat. But Southern Cali- 
fornia, UCLA, Oregon and California all 
figure to be good enough to prevent 
Washington from running roughshod 
over the conference. 

The Huskies received a blow last 
spring when fleet-footed quarterback 
Mark Brunell, a second-team all- 
conference selection last season, suf- 
fered torn knee ligaments in practice. 
That development has forced James to 
call on an inexperienced sophomore, 
Billy Joe Hobert, to guide his offense 
this fall. 

The Southern Cal Trojans are putting 
their fortunes in the hands of a pair of 
unproven quarterbacks (Reggie Perry 
and Curtis Conway) after the early de- 
parture of talented-but-troubled Todd 
Marinovich to the National Football 
League. Perry and Conway have taken 
a grand total of three snaps from center 
in their college careers. 

There is no quarterback quandary, 
however, at UCLA, which is counting 
on an improved defense to support an 
offense guided by one of the nation’s 
best quarterbacks in sophomore 
Tommy Maddox. 

Then there is California’s outstand- 
ing offense and Oregon’s tremendous 
defense. If these two units played to- 
gether, you'd have a Top 10 power. Asit 
is, you have two teams that probably 
can’t win a league crown. 


WASHINGTON 


Coach: Don James ( 132-54-2, 16 years; 157-73-3 
overall, 20 ets 
1990 record: 10-2 (beat lowa in Rose Bowl). Pac- 


1. WASHINGTON 

2. SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA 

3. UCLA 

4. OREGON 

5. CALIFORNIA 

6. ARIZONA STATE 

7. STANFORD 

8. ARIZONA 

9. WASHINGTON STATE 
10. OREGON STATE 


10: 7-1/ 1st. 

Key lossas; Eric Briscoe, S; John Cook, MG; Dean 
Kirkland, 0G; Greg Lewis, TB; Charles Mincy, CB; 
Jeff Pahukoa, OT; Travis Richardson, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Mario Bailey, WR, 5- 
9/157, Sr.; Mark Brunell, QB, 6-2/205, Jr. (hurt 
knee in spring; out for season); Ed Cunningham, C, 
6-3/280, Sr.; Travis Hanson, K, 6-0/178, Soph.; 
Lincoln Kennedy, T, 6-7/315, Jr; Siupeli Mala- 
mala, T, 6-6/300, Sr.; Orlando McKay, FL, 5-11/ 
178, Sr.; Aaron Pierce, TE, 6-5/228, Sr.; Darius 
Turner, FB, 6-0/224, Jr. Defense (7): Brett Collins, 
LB, 6-2/228, Sr.; Steve Emtman, T, 6-4/280, Jr.; 
Chico Fraley, LB, 6-2/210, Sr.; Dana Hall, CB, 6- 
3/202, Sr.; Dave Hoffmann, LB, 6-2/220, Jr.; 
Donald Jones, LB, 6- 1/226, Sr.; Tommie Smith, S, 
6-2/212, dr. 

Other key returnees: Beno Bryant, TB/KR, Jr.; Hillary 
Butler, LB, Soph.; James Clifford, LB, Jr. (RS/ 
knee); William Doctor, CB, Sr.; Jaime Fields, LB, 
Jr.; Billy Joe Hobert, QB/P, Soph.; Matt Jones, RB, 
Soph.; Andy Mason, DE, Soph.; Shane Pahukoa, S, 
Jr; Tyrone Rodgers, MG, Sr.; Paxton Tailele, S, Sr. 


Top newcomers; Steve Hoffmann, DL, Fr.; Napoleon 
Kaufman, RB, Fr.; Lamar Lyons, S, Fr. (RS); An- 
drew Peterson, 06, Fr. (RS); Reggie Reser, CB, Fr. 
Schedule: At Stanford, Sept. 7; at Nebraska, Sept. 
21; Kansas State, Sept. 28; Arizona, Oct. 5; Toledo, 
Oct. 12; at California, Oct. 19; Oregon, Oct. 26; 
Arizona State, Nov. 2; at Southern California, Nov. 
9; at Oregon State, Nov. 16; Washington State, 
Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Huskies. 

Site: Seattle. 


Outlook: The Huskies dominated the 
Pac-10 last season and, with 16 starters 
back, are heavily favored to do so 
again. But with quarterback Mark 
Brunell felled by torn knee ligaments 
last spring, the defense again must be 
atits suffocating best for Washington to 
return to the Rose Bowl. 

Offensive strengths: The big purple line 
is always imposing, and speedy Beno 
Bryant takes over for Greg Lewis at 
tailback. New quarterback Billy Joe 
Hobert has a strong, accurate arm and 
veteran receivers as targets. 

Offensive weaknesses: There's little 
depth at quarterback and running back 
(true freshmen could become backups 
at both spots), and tight.end is a mess 
unless Aaron Pierce is reinstated after 
a six-month suspension. 

Defensive strengths: Steve Emtman is 
the premier tackle in the league, if not 
the country, and the linebacking corps 
is first-rate. The Huskies led the Pac-10 
in every defensive category last year. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Huskies 
lack a cornerback capable of shutting 
down the opposition’s best receiver, a 
role filled by Charles Mincy a year ago. 
Special teams: Bryant is a superb kick 
returner who ran three punts back for 
touchdowns in 1990. Place-kicker 
Travis Hanson and punter Hobert are 


Mush, Huskies! Donald Jones leads a tenacious linebacking corps that m ight help 
Washington sled to Pasadena for another Rose Bowl. 
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above average. 

Key to success: Hobert (arm) and 
Bryant (speed) both have qualities su- 
perior to their predecessors (Brunell 
and Lewis), but will they be as consis- 


tent and come through in the clutchas - 


well? 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Huskies fall 
on the minus side in turnover ratio 
after leading the nation at plus-23 a 
year ago. 

Coach Don James says: “A lot of times, 
it isn’t the first injury that usually gets 
you, but the second. The first one takes 
away your depth.” 


SOUTHERN CAL 


Coach: Larry Smith (35-12-2, 4 years; 101-67-5 
overall, 15 years). 
1990 : 8-4-1 (lost to Michigan State in John 
Hancock Bowl). Pac- 10:5-2-1/2nd. 
Key losses: Gene Fruge, NG; Don Gibson, DG; Frank 
Griffin, TE; Pat Harlow, OT; Craig leas td LB; 
Marcus Hopkins, S; Todd Marinovich, QB; Quin 
Rodriguez, K; Scott Ross, LB; Mark Tucker, 0G; 
Brian Tullau, LB; Gary Wellman, FL. 
Stertors returning: Offense (6): Derrick Deese, G, 6- 
3/265, Sr.; Craig Gibson, C, 6-3/245, Soph.; Scott 
Lockwood, FB/TB, 5- 11/195, Sr.; Michael wouty, 
T, 6-7/285, Sr.; Johnnie Morton, SE, 6-0/ 190, 
Soph.; Mazio Royster, TB, 6- 1/ 195, Jr. Defense (6): 
Kurt Barber, LB, 6-4/235, Sr.; Ron Dale, P, 6-3/ 
195, Sr.; Calvin Holmes, CB, 5-9/185, Sr.; Terry 
McDaniels, T, 6-4/275, Soph.; Jason Oliver, CB, 5- 
* 11/180, Soph.; Stephon Pace, S, 6-0/ 190, Jr. 
Other key returness: David Apolskis, C/G, Soph.; 
Curtis Conway, FL/QB, Soph.; Matt Gee, LB, Sr.; 
Travis Hannah, FL, Jr.; Mike Hinz, NG, Soph.; Lam- 
ont Hollinquest, S, Jr. (RS/academics); Yonnie 
Jackson, TE, Jr.; Willie McGinest, LB, Soph.; Gidion 
Murrell, LB, Soph; Reggie Perry, QB, Soph.; Mike 
Salmon, DB, Soph.; Matt Willig, DL, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Wes Bender, FB, Jr. (JC); Tony 
Boselli, OT, Fr. (RS); Estrus Crayton, TB, Jr. (JC); 
Cole Ford, K, Fr.; Rob Johnson, QB, Fr.; Jeff Kopp, 
LB, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Memphis State, Sept. 2; Penn State, Sept. 
14; Arizona State, Sept. 21; at Oregon, Sept. 28; at 
Washington State, Oct. 12; Stanford, Oct. 19; at 
Notre Dame, Oct. 26; at California, Nov. 2; Wash- 
ington, Nov. 9; at Arizona, Nov. 16; UCLA, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Trojans. 
Site: Los Angeles. 


Outlook: The Trojans will attempt to 
reach the Rose Bowl for the fourth time 
in five years with a pair of fleet-footed 
sophomore quarterbacks in Reggie 
Perry and Curtis Conway. However, a 
defense that was shaky at times in 1990 
will need to come through big-time if 
Southern Cal is to unseat Washington 
atop the league standings. 

Offensive strengths: The talent and 
depth in the Trojan backfield is un- 
matched by any other Pac-10 team. 
Mazio Royster rushed for 1,168 yards as 
a sophomore last season and figures to 
only get better. As usual, Royster and 
his mates will have the luxury of run- 
ning behind a mammoth line. 

Offensive weaknesses: Perry and Con- 
way are about as inexperienced as you 
can get. Perry has thrown just three 
collegiate passes, Conway none. 
Defensive strengths: Linebacker Willie 
McGinest and tackle Terry McDaniels 
are both sophomores but probably the 
best players on a young defense. This 
unit is probably a year away from being 
terrific. Unfortunately, the Trojans 


need it to play well right away. 
Defensive weaknesses: Southern Cal 
yielded 142 more points last year than in 
1989. The defense must get tougher. 
Special teams: Freshman Cole Ford 
steps into the place-kicking spot left va- 
cant by Quin Rodriguez. Punter Ron 
Dale has a strong leg but needs to be- 
come more consistent. Conway is a 
dangerous return man. 

Key to success: The new quarterback 
must be able to pass well enough to 
keep opposing defenses honest and run 
well enough to keep them off-guard. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the defense 
starts allowing touchdowns of more 
than 20 yards. Southern Cal gave up a 
whopping 10 of that length in 1990. 
Coach Larry Smith says: “I don’t want to 
become a wishbone or option team, but 
people are going to have to defend 
against all of our backs running the 
ball—including the quarterback.” 


\3/ucia 


Coach: Terry Donahue ( 116-51-8, 15 years), 

1990 record: 5-6. Pac- 10: 4-4/T6th. 

Key losses: Randy Austin, TE; Brian Brown, TB; 
Rocen Keeton, LB; Scott Miller, FL; Reggie Moore, 
SE; Roman Phifer, LB; Siitupe Tuala, DT; Eric 
Turner, S; Lance Zeno, C. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Rick Fuller, T, 6-6/ 
272, Jr; Aron Gideon, C, 6-1/262, Jr; Tommy 
Maddox, QB, 6-4/ 185, Soph.; Craig Novitsky, T, 6- 
6/269, Soph.; Vaughn Parker, G/T, 6-3/270, 
Soph.; Kevin Smith, FB, 6-4/256, Sr.; Scott Spald- 
ing G, 6-5/272, Sr. Defense (8): Arnold Ale, LB, 6- 
3/220, Jr.; Stacy Argo, LB, 6-3/227, Sr.; Mike 


f 


Bruin bad boy: With the return of hard-hitting Matt Darby, UCLA’s secondary rates 
among the nation’s best. 


Chalenski, E, 6-5/260, Jr.; Matt Darby, S, 6-2/ 
205, Sr.; Carlton Gray, CB, 6-0/ 183, Jr.; Courtney 
Keyler, P, 6- 1/229, Soph.; Dion Lambert, CB, 6-1/ 
180, Sr.; Emmanuel Onwutuebe, NG, 6-0/253, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Bryan Adams, FL, Soph.; Randy 
Cole, LB, Sr.; Rick Daly, TE, Jr.; Othello Henderson, 
S, Soph.; Brian Kelly, OT, Sr.; Sean LaChapelle, 
SE/PR, Jr.; Bruce Walker, DE, Soph.; Marc Wilder, 
et Be Kevin Williams, TB, Jr.; Shawn Wills, TB/ 
Sr. 
Top newcomers: James Christensen, OL, Fr.; Carl 
Greenwood, CB, Fr. (RS); Teddy Lawrence, DB, 
Fr; Jamir Miller, LB, Fr.; James Milliner, RB, Fr.; 
Mike Nguyen, FL, Fr. (RS/medical); Rod Smalley, 
LB, Fr. (RS); Daron Washington, TB, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Brigham Young, Sept. 7; at Tennessee, 
Sept. 14; at San Diego State, Sept. 26; California, 
Oct. 5; Arizona, Oct. 12; at Oregon State, Oct. 19; at 
Arizona State, Oct. 26; Washington State, Nov. 2; 
at Stanford, Nov. 9; Oregon, Nov, 16; at Southern 
California, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Bruins. 
Site: Los Angeles. 


Outlook: The Bruins are coming off two 
straight losing seasons, but they 
showed signs at the end of 1990 that 
they may be pulling out of the dol- 
drums. They played the Pac-10’s tough- 
est teams on fairly even terms in their 
last three games, losing to Oregon and 
Southern Cal by a total of seven points 
and beating Washington. 

Offensive strengths: Quarterback 
Tommy Maddox showed improvement 
each week last year and wound up lead- 
ing the league in total offense as a 
freshman. The line is deep and experi- 
enced, anchored by guard Scott Spald- 


Continued | 
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PRESEASON ALL-PACIFIC-10 TEAM 


PLAYERS F THE YEAR 


Russell 
White, 
TB, California 


Steve 
Emtman, 
DT, Washington 


~ NEWCOMERS OF YEAR - 


OFFENSE: 
Charles Levy, QB, Arizona 


DEFENSE: 
Mick Barsala, LB, California 


ing and tackle Craig Novitsky. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Bruins have 
been without a first-rate tailback the 
last two years. Kevin Williams always 
seems to be hurt, and Shawn Wills has 
yet to establish himself. Coach Terry 
Donahue may be forced to use two full- 
backs at once to ease the problem. 
Defensive strengths: The secondary has 
three starters returning, including 
standout strong safety Matt Darby. 
Arnold Ale leads a robust group of in- 
side linebackers. Mike Chalenski is the 
Pac-10’s top defensive end. 

Defensive weaknesses: The one mem- 
ber of the secondary who isn’t coming 
back was its best player: free safety 
Eric Turner. There's also a lack of ex- 
perienced outside linebackers. 

Special teams: The Bruins, who have 
had a succession of outstanding place- 
kickers in recent years, enter 1991 with- 
out one. The job is wide open. Courtney 
Keyler, who averaged 40.1 yards and 
did not have a kick blocked last year, is 
the punter. 

Key to success: The defense must play 
tougher against the run to prevent op- 
ponents from playing keep-away with 
Maddox and Co. 

Sure sign of trouble: If “Tommy Gun” 
Maddox has an injured hand in a bag of 
ice on the sidelines. 

Coach Terry Donahue says: “I want to 
go back to the days when we have a run- 
ning back who rushes for 1,000 yards. I 
may say we want to build our team 
around Maddox, but ideally, we'll run 50 
percent and throw 50 percent.” 
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FIRSTTEAM 


_ OFFENSE 

HLM. 
5- 11/179 
5-10/170 
6-3/223 
6-7/300 
6-7/315 
6-4/270 
6-3/265 
6-5/300 
6-4/ 185 
6-0/210 
5-9/175 


PHILLIP BOBO, Washington State 
BRIAN TREGGS, California 
CLARENCE WILLIAMS, Wash. St. 
BOB WHITFIELD, Stanford 
LINCOLN KENNEDY, Washington 
STEVE GORDON, California 
DERRICK DEESE, Southern Cal 
BRIAN CASSIDY, Stanford 
TOMMY MADDOX, UCLA 
RUSSELL WHITE, California 
GLYN MILBURN, Stanford 


‘DEFENSE 


STEVE EMTMAN, Washington 
MIKE CHALENSKI, UCLA 
MARCUS WOODS, Oregon 
CHICO FRALEY, Washington 
DAVE HOFFMANN, Washington 
KURT BARBER, Southern Cal 
DONALD JONES, Washington 
PHILLIPPI SPARKS, Arizona State 
MUHAMMAD OLIVER, Oregon 
MATT DARBY, UCLA 

ERIC CASTLE, Oregon 


HL/WIL. 

6-4/280 
6-5/260 
§-2/283 
6-2/210 
6-2/220 
6-4/235 
6-1/226 
5- 11/189 
5- 11/170 
6-2/205 
6-3/206 


SPECIALISTS 


Class 
Sr. 
Sr. 


HL/Wt. 
6- 1/168 
6- 1/168 


JASON HANSON, Washington St. 
JASON HANSON, Washington St. 


\o7oneoan 


rng Rich Bios Sineks (8 85-4, 14 years). 
record: 8-4 (lost to Colorado State in An- 
oe Freedom Bowl). Pac- 10: 4-3/3rd. 
Key losses: Scot Boatright, C; Peter Brantley, LB; 
Rory Dairy, S; Todd Kaanapu, OT; Ngalu Kelemeni, 
FB; Michael McClellan, FL; Bill Musgrave, QB; Joe 
Reitzug, SE; Daryl Singleton, CB; Andy Sunia, 06. 
Starters returning : Offense (5): Bud Bowie, G, 6-5/ 
260, Sr.; Sean Burwell, TB, 5- 11/181, So jh: David 
Collinsworth, T, 6- 4/280, Jr. a Mc allum, K ; 
§-9/ 178, Sr.; . Jeff Thomason, TE, 6-4/229, Sr. De- 
fonse (9): James Bautista, LB, 6-1/232, Sr.; Eric 
Castle, S, 6-3/206, Jr.; Andy Conner, LB, '6-4/236, 
Sr.; Jeff Cummins, E, 6-6/2 5, Sr.; Joe Farwell, LB, 
6-2/210, Jr; Matt LaBounty, E, 6-4/246, Sr.; 
Daryle Smith; CB, 6- 1/181, Sr; Tommy Thomp- 
ee 5- 10/180, Soph.; Marcus Woods, NT, 6-2/ 
Other key returnees; Brian Brown, FL/PR, Soph.; 
Doug Douglass, LB, Sr.; Todd Gydesen, or Sr: 
Anthony Jones, SE, Jr.; ‘Brandon Jumper, F 
Muhammad Oliver, CB, Sr.; Juan Meath FB 


Soph. 
Top newcomers: Derrick Deadwiler, SE, Jr. (JC); 
Steve Hardin, OT, Fr. (RS); ign Howington, 0 i 
Fr. (RS); Herman O'Berry, CB, Fr. (RS); Dan 
O'Neil, OB, Fr. (RS); Brett Salisbury, OB, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: Washington State, Sept. 7; at Texas 
Tech, Sept. 14; at Utah, Sept. 21; Southern Califor- 
nia, Sept. 28; New Mexico State, Oct. 5; at Califor- 
nia, Oct. 12; at Washington, Oct. 26; Stanford, Nov. 
2; at Arizona State, Nov. 9; at UCLA, Nov. 16; Ore- 
on State, Nov. 23. 
icknama: Ducks. 
Site: Eugene, Ore. 


Outlook: Oregon has become one of the 
strongest programs in the West and will 
be shooting for its third straight bowl 
appearance in 1991. Much of its suc- 
cess, however, can be attributed to 
quarterback Bill Musgrave, who is now 
in the NFL. With him gone, the Ducks 
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Pos. 
WR 
WR 

TE 


. Name, School 


Pos. 
PK 
Pp 


SECOND TEAM a 


_ OFFENSE | 


Name, School HL/ WI. 
ERIC GULIFORD, ArizonaState  5-8/157 
MARIO BAILEY, Washington 5§-9/ 157 
JEFF THOMASON, Oregon 6-4/229 
TROY AUZENNE, California 6-7/285 
JOHN FINA, Arizona 6-5/262 
ED CUNNINGHAM, Washington 6-3/280 
BUD BOWIE, Oregon 6-5/260 
SCOTT SPALDING, UCLA 6-5/272 
JASON PALUMBIS, Stanford 6-3/205 
MAZIO ROYSTER, SouthernCal 6-1/195 
SEAN BURWELL, Oregon 5-11/181 


DEFENSE 


HL/ WI. 

6-4/275 
6-3/265 
6-4/246 
6-3/220 
6-2/225 
6-6/220 
6-2/230 
6-1/181 
6- 1/180 


TERRY McDANIELS, Southern Cal 
TYRONE RODGERS, Washington 
MATT LaBOUNTY, Oregon 
ARNOLD ALE, UCLA 

MICK BARSALA, California 
WILLIE McGINEST, Southern Cal 
RON GEORGE, Stanford 

DARYLE SMITH, Oregon 

DION LAMBERT, UCLA 

STEPHON PACE, Southern Cal 6-0/ 190 
BRENT HUFF, Oregon State 5- 11/167 


_ SPECIALISTS | 


Name, School HL/ Wh. 
GREGG McCALLUM, Oregon 5-9/178 
TOMMY THOMPSON, Oregon 5- 10/180 


Class 
Sr. 
Soph. 


will rely even more on their tough de- 
fense. 

Offensive strengths: Tailback Sean Bur- 
well rushed for 1,022 yards last season 
and is a future star. Jeff Thomason is 
one of the best tight ends anywhere. 


Offensive weaknesses: For the first 
time in five years, the Ducks aren’t 
sure who their starting quarterback 
will be—probably either redshirt fresh- 
man Dan O'Neil or junior college trans- 
fer Brett Salisbury. The line is bigger 
than usual, but younger, too. 


Defensive strengths: Oregon had the 
Pac-10’s second-best defense in 1990, 
and nine starters are back. The unit is 
loaded with standout players who con- 
tinue to improve, particularly nose 
tackle Marcus Woods, linebacker Andy 
Conner and safety Eric Castle. 
Defensive weaknesses: It’s tough find- 
ing one, but depth might be a problem if 
injuries settle in. 

Special teams: The Ducks are strong 
with place-kicker Gregg McCallum, 
punter Tommy Thompson and some of 
the league’s best coverage and return 
units. 

Keys to success: Developing a No. 1 
quarterback and learning to win away 
from Autzen Stadium. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Ducks get 
themselves in a lot of third-and-long sit- 
uations. 

Coach Rich Brooks says: “Unless we 
just give it away on the offensive side, 
our defense and kicking game should 
give us a chance every week.” 


CALIFORNIA 


Coach: Bruce Snyder (19-22-3, 4 years; 58-59-5 


overall, 11 years). 
1990 feant 7-4-1 (beat Wyoming in Domino's 
Pizza Copper Bowl). Pac- 10: 4-3-1/4th. 
Key losses: John Belli, NG; Joel Dickson, DT; Ron 
English, S; Rhett Hall, DT; John Hardy, CB; Robbie 
Keen, P/K; DeWayne Odom, LB; Castle Redmond, 
LB; James Richards, 0G; Ernie Rogers, OT; An- 
thony Wallace, TB. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Troy Auzenne, T, 6- 
7/285, Sr.; Sean Dawkins, WR, 6-4/205, Soph.; 
Steve Gordon, C, 6-4/270, Sr.; Mike Pawlawski, 
QB, 6-3/205, Sr; Todd Steussie, T, 6-6/285, 
Soph.; Brian Treggs, WR, 5-10/170, Sr.; Brent 
Woodall, TE, 6-4/235, Sr.; Greg Zomalt, FB, 6-2/ 
210, Jr. Defensa (4): Chris Cannon, CB, 6-1/ 190, 
Jr; Cornell Collier, LB, 6-2/230, Sr.; David Wilson, 
S, 6- 1/195, Sr.; Eric Zomalt, S, 6-0/ 190, Soph. 
Othor key returnees; Chidi Ahanotu, DT, Jr.; Lindsey 
Chapman, TB, Soph.; Eric Mahlum, 0G, Soph.; 
Ryan Perry, DT, Sr.; Sam Sagapolu, OG, Jr, (RS/ 
academics); Mack Travis, DT, Jr.; Russell White, 
TB, Jr.; Jason Wilborn, LB, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Wolf Barber, DB, Jr. (JC); Dave 
Barr, QB, Fr. (RS); Mick Barsala, LB, Jr. 
transfer/Ohio State, JC); Stafford Evans, DE, Jr. 
JC); Layne Hall, DT, Jr. Sa Chad Kraemer, P/ 
K, Fr.; Brad Monahan, DT, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Pacific, Sept. 7; Purdue, Sept. 14; at Ari- 
zona, Sept. 21; at UCLA, Oct. 5; Oregon, Oct. 12; 
Washington, Oct. 19; San Jose State, Oct. 26; 
Southern California, Nov. 2; at Oregon State, Nov. 
9; Arizona State, Nov. 16; at Stanford, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Golden Bears. 
Site: Berkeley, Calif. 


Outlook: Bruce Snyder has this pro- 
gram going in the right direction. The 
Bears played in a bowl game (Domino's 
Copper) last year for the first time 
since 1979 and have the makings for one 
of the nation’s top offenses in 1991. If 
the defense develops, California could 
challenge for a conference crown for 
the first time ina long time. 

Offensive strengths: Junior Russell 
White is the most talented tailback in 
the nation. Mike Pawlawski is a work- 
manlike quarterback with an excellent 
group of receivers. 

Offensive weaknesses; The Bears must 
find a set of guards or else they'll havea 
hard time running the ball up the gut. 
Defensive strengths: Very few. Cal 
yielded a whopping 428 yards per game 
in 1990 and lost seven starters, which 
may not be all bad. Outside linebacker 
Cornell Collier is the Bears’ best de- 
fender, but he needs help. 

Defensive weaknesses: Pick a position, 
any position. Perhaps the best thing 
that can be said for the defense is that, 
with so many new faces, no one knows 
for sure how bad—or good—these guys 
really are. 

Special teams: Punter/place-kicker 
Robbie Keen is gone, so it’s likely fresh- 
man Chad Kraemer will be asked to 
perform double-duty. 

Key to success: Just an average defense 
would make the Bears a contender. 
Three junior college transfers will be 
asked to provide immediate help. 

Sure ‘sign of trouble: If the defensive 
backs are making most of the tackles. 
Coach Bruce Snyder says: “We made a 
major step last year in getting ahead in 
a lot of our games. Now we have to 
learn how to play when we have a lead 
and how to puta game away.” 


Bear of a back: California’s Russell White is the most talente 


“si 


d tailback in the land. 
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\6/ARIZONA STATE 


Coach: Larry Marmie ( 16- 16-1, 3 years). 
1990 record: 4-7. Pac- 10; 2-5/8th. 
Key losses: Floyd Fields, S; Mark Hayes, OT; Paul 
Justin, QB; Nathan LaDuke, S; Ryan McReynolds, 
TE; Leonard Russell, TB. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Kelvin Fisher, FB, 5- 
10/215, Sr.; Eric Guliford, SE, 5-8/157, Jr.; Tim 
Kirby, G, 6-5/277, Sr.; Moos Mills, C, 6-3/255, 
Soph.; Eric Moss, FL, 6-3/209, Sr.; Mike Richey, K, 
5-10/174, Jr.; Mike Ritter, T, 6-6/296, Sr.; Bob 
Robertson, G, 6-4/274, Sr. Defense (8): Shante 
Carver, LB, 6-6/220, Soph.; Bryan Hooks, T, 6-4/ 
270, Jr.; Tim Landers, T, 6-3/267, Jr.; Kevin Mini- 
efield, CB, 5- 10/169, Jr.; Phillippi Sparks, CB, 5- 
11/189, Sr.; David Tisdell, LB, 6-2/200, Soph.; 
Brett Wallerstedt, LB, 6-1/ 230, Jr.; Darren 
Woodson, LB, 6- 1/215, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Shane Collins, DT, Sr. (RS/ 
knee); Eric Crawford, CB, Sr.; David Dixon, DT, Sr.; 
Pat Mason, NG, Sr. (RS/shoulder); George Mont- 
poe. TB, Soph, (RS/shin); Arthur Paul, NG, 
r.; Bret Powers, QB, Soph.; Steve Rausch, P/K, 
dr.; Israel Stanley, LB; Jr.; Jeff White, OG, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Mario Bates, RB, Fr.; Jerone Davi- 
son, RB, Jr. (WO); Justin Dragoo, LB, Fr.; Jeff 
Kysar, OL, Fr.; Clyde McCoy, WR, Fr.; Nickie 
Moore, TE, Fr.; Kendall Rhyne, DB, Fr.; Demond 
Sampson, DB, Fr.; Raythan Smith, LB, Fr. 
Schedule: At Oklahoma State, Sept. 14; at Southern 
California, Sept. 21; Nebraska, Sept. 28; Utah, Oct. 
5; at Oregon State, Oct. 12; Washington State, Oct. 
19; UCLA, Oct. 26; at Washington, Nov. 2; Oregon, 
Nov. 9; at California, Nov. 16; Arizona, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Sun Devils. 
Site: Tempe, Ariz. 


Outlook: Larry Marmie may be on his 
last go-round as the Sun Devils’ coach. 
The powers-that-be at Arizona State 
probably won’t be satisfied with any- 
thing less than a major-bow! bid. Early 
games with Southern Cal and Ne- 
braska, however, don’t bode well for 
the coach. 

Offensive strengths: Eric Guliford is as 
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dangerous as any receiver in the Pac- 
10. An improved line, led by center 
Toby Mills, could open some holes fora 
talented group of running backs. 
Offensive weaknesses: Sophomore 
quarterback Bret Powers may or may 
not be ready, but now’s the time for the 
local boy (from nearby Glendale) to 
make good. The Sun Devils also need 
top recruit Mario Bates, a running 
back, to become academically eligible 
(he wasn’t entering the summer). 
Defensive strengths: The secondary, led 
by cornerbacks Phillippi Sparks and 
Kevin Miniefield, is one of the league’s 
best. The linebacking unit has a good 
combination of speed and experience. 


Defensive weaknesses: The line lacks a | 


big-play performer unless Shane Col- 
lins, who is rehabbing from torn knee 
ligaments, is at full speed. 


sated ny) eee a 


. 


ze, 


Special teams: Mike Richey has made 


17 of 20 field-goal tries in his career. 


Steve Rausch will handle the long- ay 


distance attempts as well as the punt- 
ing. 


Key to success: The Sun Devils must t 
avoid the rash ofinjuries that havehurt 


them in Marmie’s first three years at 
the helm. If Powers is capable and Col- 


lins is healthy, this team could surprise | 


some people. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the offensive line 
doesn’t handle pass rushers well and 
Powers has to scramble for his life. 
Coach Larry Marmie says: “We should 
be better on defense all the way around. 
If we can become more efficient run- 
ning the ball, I think we'll be all right.” 


Continued 
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Coach: Dennis Green (8-14, 2 years; 18-59 overall, 
7 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. Pac- 10: 4-4/T6th. 

Key losses: Matt Borkowski, DT; Chuck Gillingham, 
0G; John Hopkins, K; Ed McCaffrey, WR; Kevin 
Scott, CB; Jono Tunney, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Brian Cassidy, G, 6- 
§/300, Jr.; Chris Dalman, C, 6-4/280, Jr.; Steve 
Heyen T, 6-8/300, Soph.; Glyn Milburn, RB, 5-9/ 
175, Jr.; Paul Nickel, TE, 6-4/240, Jr.; Jason Pal- 
umbis, QB, 6-3/205, Sr.; Jon Pinckney, FL, 6-3/ 
195, Sr.; Tommy Vardell, FB, 6-2/232, Sr; Bob 
Whitfield, T, 6-7/300, Jr. Defense (9): Seyon Al- 
bert, S, 6-0/185, Jr; Estevan Avila, T, 6-3/279, 
Jr; Dave Garnett, LB, 6- 1/220, Jr.; Ron George, 
LB, 6-2/230, Jr.; Darrien Gordon, CB, 6- 1/ 188, Jr.; 
Jimmy Klein, S, 6-3/205, Jr.; Aaron Rembisz, NT, 
6-3/260, Jr.; Albert Richardson, CB, 6-0/ 190, Sr.; 
Paul Stonehouse, P, 5-8/ 175, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Turner Baur, TE, Sr. (RS/ 
knee); Glen Cavanaugh, 0G, Soph.; Aaron Mills, K, 
Soph,; Chris Walsh, WA, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Mike Cook, WR, Jr. (JC); Ryan 
ean TE, Jr. (JC); Billy Witmann, CB, Jr. 


Schedule; Washington, Sept. 7; at Arizona, Sept. 14; 
Colorado, Sept. 28; Notre Dame, Oct. 5; Cornell, 
Oct. 12; at Southern California, Oct. 19; Oregon 
State, Oct, 26; at Oregon, Nov. 2; UCLA, Nov. 9; at 
Washington State, Nov. 16; California, Nov. 23. 
Nickname; Cardinal. 

Site; Stanford, Calif. 


Outlook: The Cardinal ended last season 
‘with three straight wins to finish witha 
5-6 record. They again have a difficult 
schedule, but an upset victory or two 
could push them over .500. 

Offensive strengths: Glyn Milburn is 
one of college football’s best all-purpose 
players and a legitimate Heisman Tro- 
phy candidate. Senior quarterback 
Jason Palumbis continues to improve, 
and the line he works behind is massive 
and good. Bob Whitfield is one of the na- 
tion’s best tackles. 

Offensive weaknesses: Milburn is effec- 
tive in the open field but doesn’t have 
the size (5-foot-9, 175 pounds) to run up 
the middle. Fullback Tommy Vardell is 
a fine short-yardage runner but doesn’t 
have blazing speed. 

Defensive strengths: Ron George and 
Dave Garnett are a terrific pair of out- 
side linebackers (a combined 30 tackles 
for losses last year), and the line is big. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
is a mess. Three players who were play- 
ing offense in 1990 figure to be starting 
in the secondary in '91. They’re good 
athletes, but they lack experience. 
Special teams: For Milburn, returning 
punts and kickoffs is not just a job; it’s 
an adventure. Paul Stonehouse is a de- 
cent punter, but the place-kicking 
chores are up for grabs. 

Key to success: The league's biggest of- 
fensive line must learn to work to- 
gether better. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the undersized 
defensive line is pushed around in the 
first two games (against Washington 
and Arizona) and Stanford loses both. 
Coach Dennis Green says: ‘Playing 
Washington, Arizona, Colorado and 
Notre Dame to open the season, we 
know we have to be ready. We know 
what we're up against. But don’t forget 
that we won two of those games last 
year.” 
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\8/ ARIZONA 


Coach: Dick Tomey (26-17-3, 4 years; 89-63-6 
overall, 14 years). 

1990 : 7-5 (lost to Syracuse in Eagle Aloha 
Bowl). Pac- 10; 5-4/5th. 

Key losses; Zeno Alexander, LB; Todd Burden, CB; 
Darren Casé, LB; Rob Flory, OT; Art Greathouse, 
TB; Jeff Hammerschmidt, S; Reggie Johnson, DT; 
Darryl Lewis, CB; Hee ie McGill, RB; Mike Streid- 
nig, FB; Ronald Veal, QB; Rick Warren, OG. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): John Fina, T, 6-5/ 
262, Sr.; Nick Fineanganofo, G, 6-5/332, Sr.; Rich- 
ard Griffith, TE, 6-5/246, Jr.; Mario Hampton, FB, 
6-0/222, Sr.; Paul Tofflemire, C, 6-2/265, Sr.; 
Terry Vaughn, WR, 5-7/165, Soph. Defense (5): 
Richard Holt, S, 6-2/ 192, Sr.; Jimmie Hopkins, T 
(switched from LB), 6-4/244, Soph.; Ty Parten, T, 
6-5/268, Jr.; Marcel Wade, LB, 6-2/243, Jr.; Rob 
Waldrop, NG, 6- 1/256, Soph. 

Other key returnees: Michael Bates, RB, Jr.; Adam 
Grand, P, Sr.; Derek Hankins, LB, Soph. (RS); 
Lamont Lovett, RB, Soph.; Richard Maddox, LB, 
Sr.; George Malauulu, QB, Jr.; Josh Miller, P, Sr.; 
Bobby Roland, S, Soph.; Gregg Shapiro, LB, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Ontiwaun Carter, RB, Fr.; Mike 
Ciasca, 0G, Fr. (RS/medical); Robert Coulter, RB, 
Fr.; Hichem El-Mashtoub, DT, Fr.; Lamar Harris, 
FB, Fr.; Sean Harris, LB, Fr.; Keshon Johnson, CB, 
dr. (JC); Jamal Lee, LB, Jr. (JC); Charles Levy, 
QB, Fr.; Lamar Lovett, WR, Fr.; Steve McLaughlin, 
K, Fr.; Darryl Morrison, CB, Jr. (JC); Mu Tagoai, C, 
Fr.; Marquise Thomas, LB, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: At Ohio State, Sept. 7; Stanford, Sept. 14; 
California, Sept. 21; Long Beach State, Sept. 28; at 
Washington, Oct. 5; at UCLA, Oct. 12; Miami 
(Fla.), Oct. 26; Oregon State, Nov. 2; at Washing- 
ton State, Nov. 9; Southern California, Nov. 16; at 
Arizona State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Wildcats. 

Site: Tucson, Ariz. 


Outlook: The Wildcats are a young 
team, and a tough schedule could pre- 
vent them from playing in a bowl game 
for the third straight year. There are 
just 11 returning starters, with four of 
them playing in new positions. 

Offensive strengths: The line is the Pac- 
10’s most experienced. Running backs 


‘ih 


a. 


Back of all trades: Stanford's Glyn Milburn is one of college football’s best all-purpose 


players. 


———— —_ 


Michael Bates and Lamont Lovett have 
game-breaking speed. 

Offensive weaknesses: This team des- 
perately needs to show opponents it can 
throw the football. An inability to do so 
in recent years has prevented Arizona 
from becoming a serious Rose Bowl 
contender. 

Defensive strengths: Despite the loss of 
tackle Reggie Johnson, coordinator 
Larry Mac Duff has ensured that his 
line will retain its status as one of the 
best in the league by moving his top two 
players—Jimmie Hopkins and Marcel 
Wade—from linebacker to the line. 
Defensive weaknesses: Linebacking, 
naturally. The players who've replaced 
Hopkins and Wade—Gregg Shapiro and 
Jamal Lee—are talented but unproven. 
There also are three new starters in the 
secondary. 

Special teams: The Wildcats have a tra- 
dition of blocking punts (they blocked 
three a year ago), and Bates is superb 
at returning opponents’ kicks. Adam 
Grand and Josh Miller are good dis- 
tance and pooch punters, respectively, 
but the place-kicker is a mystery. 

Key to success: The defense must stop 
giving up so many big plays. That would 
help the Wildcats keep leads or stay 
close enough so they can dictate when 
and how much they'll have to pass. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Arizona falls be- 
hind early and can’t pass and the other 
team gangs up tostop the run. 

Coach Dick Tomey says: “We slipped a 
little bit on defense last year, but Jim- 
mie Hopkins and Marcel Wade are eat- 
ing every day now that they have been 
moved down on the line. It upgrades our 
whole defense because it makes us a lot 
faster.” 


wa tog ee a ge 
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\9// WASHINGTON ST. 


Coach: Mike Price (9-13, 2 years; 55-57 overall, 10 
years). 

1990 record: 3-8. Pac- 10: 2-6/9th. 

Key losses: Steve Cromer, 0G; John Diggs, S; Alvin 
Dunn, S; Calvin Griggs, SE; Chris Moton, DB; Curt 
Newton, LB; Bob Norvell, C; Ron Ricard, CB; Mike 
Smith, 0G; Dan Webber, DE; Jeron Woodley, DT; 
Ron Young, FL. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Michael Bailey, T, 6- 
4/276, Soph.; Drew Bledsoe, OB, 6-5/220, Soph.; 
Phillip Bobo, WR, 5- 11/179, Soph.; Bob Garman, T, 
6-5/296, Sr.; Jason Hanson, K/P, 6- 1/168, Sr.; 
Clarence Williams, TE, 6-3/223, Jr.; Shaumbe 
Wright-Fair, RB, 6-1/213, Jr. Defense (4): Rod 
Plummer, LB, 6- 1/223, Sr.; Lee Tilleman, E, 6-6/ 
250, Sr.; Kirk Westerfield, E, 6-7/261, Sr.; Michael 
Wright, CB, 6- 1/186, Sr. 

Other key returneés; Lewis Bush, LB, Jr. (RS/aca- 
demics); C.J. Davis,-WR, Jr. (RS/medical); Aaron 
Garcia, QB, Jr.; Darryl Hamilton, S, Jr. (RS); An- 
thony McClanahan, LB, Soph.; Augustin Olobia, 
WR, Sr.; Mike Pattinson, QB, Soph. (RS); Anthony 
Prior, DB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Kevin Ashworth, LB, Jr. (JC); Mark 
Fields, DB, Jr. (JC); Chris Frank, DT, Jr. (JC); 
Torey Hunter, CB, Fr. (RS); Deron Pointer, WR, Fr. 
(Prop 42); John Rushing, S, Fr. (RS); Calvin 
Schexnayder, WR, Jr. (JC); Eric Thompson, LB, 
Jr. (JC); Robbie Tobeck, DL, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: At Oregon, Sept. 7; Fresno State, Sept. 14; 
at Ohio State, Sept. 21; at UNLV, Sept. 28; Oregon 
State, Oct. 5; Southern California, Oct. 12; at Ari- 
Zona State, Oct. 19; at UCLA, Nov. 2; Arizona, Nov. 
9; Stanford, Nov. 16; at Washington, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Cougars. 

Site; Pullman, Wash. 


Outlook: Mike Price has made three 
coaching changes, plans to become 
more involved with the offense and is 
turning to younger players in an effort 
to rebound from a miserable season. 
Only time will tell, however, if those 
changes were substantive or cosmetic. 
Offensive strengths: Strong-armed 
quarterback Drew Bledsoe should have 
no problem finding someone who can 
catch a football. Phillip Bobo might be 
the league’s best all-around receiver, 
and Clarence Williams is definitely its 
top tight end. 

Offensive weaknesses: Whether Bled- 
soe can survive long enough to get the 
ball to Bobo and Williams is a problem. 
An offensive line that has been in de- 
cline for two straight years gave up a 
whopping 47 sacks a year ago. 
Defensive strengths: The Cougars will 
be helped by the return of linebacker 
Lewis Bush, who sat out last year be- 
cause of academic problems. The addi- 
tion of noticeably faster players at sev- 
eral other positions should help. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
allowed 20 touchdowns and intercepted 
only seven passes last year. There will 
be three unproven starters there in ’91. 
Special teams: Place-kicker/punter 
Jason Hanson is without peer in college 
football. If the Cougars can protect him 
and cover kicks better than last year, 
they’ll have a huge edge here. 

Key to success: The defense must get 
better in every phase. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Bledsoe is beaten 
up so badly in early games that he’s 
punch-drunk by midseason. 

Coach Mike Price says: “We are trying 
to get our fastest, toughest and most ag- 
gressive players on the field.” 


Safety first: Oregon State's secondary is paced by senior Brent Huff, one of the top safeties 


in the Pac-10. 


\10/onecon stare 


Coach: Jerry Pettibone (first year at Oregon State; 
33-32- 1 overall, 6 years). 

1990 record: 1-10. Pac- 10: 1-6/ 10th. 

Key losses: Brian Beck, CB; Martin Billings, DE; 
Matt Booher, QB; George Breland, TE; Brad 
D’Ancona, OT; Todd McKinney, LB; Reggie Pitch- 
ford, TB; Esera Tuaolo, DT. 

Starters returning: Offense (8); Adam Albaugh, T, 6- 
5/267, Soph.; Jamie Burke, K, 6-0/193, Soph.; 
James Jones, FB, 6-2/246, Jr.; Fletcher Keister, G, 
6-4/284, Jr.; Christian Miller, T, 6-5/268, Soph.; 
Tom Nordquist, C, 6-2/255, Sr.; Kevin Strasser, 
WR, 5- 10/172, Jr.; Maurice Wilson, WR, 5-8/ 168, 
Jr. Defense (9): Corey Brannon, E, 6-5/271, Sr.; 
Zechariah Davis, CB, 5- 11/177, Jr.; Chad de Sully, 
E, 6-4/233, Soph.; Dennis Edwards, S, 6-2/215, 
Soph.; Rickey Fizer, LB, 6-3/223, Jr.; Brent Huff, S, 
5- 11/167, Sr.; Tim Kollas, P, 5-11/174, Soph.; 
Todd Sahifeid, LB, 6-4/239, Sr.; Earl Zackery, CB, 
6-0/207, Jr. 

Other key returnees; Jason Blum, TE, Sr.; Thomas 
Bookman, DT, Soph.; Ed Browning, QB, Sr.; Jim 
Buchanan, 0G, Soph.; Don Cavner, DT, Jr.; Eric 
Davis, DB, Sr.; Jason Downs, 0G, Jr. (RS/medi- 
cal); Dwayne Owens, RB, Sr.; Chad Paulson, RB, 
Soph.; Mark Price, LB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Mark Cottingham, DT, Jr. (JC); 
Herschel Currie, WR, Jr. (JC); Randy Horton, CB, 
dr. (JC); Cory Huot, FB, Fr. (RS/medical); Rico 
Petrini, DB, Fr. (RS); Don Shanklin, QB, Fr.; Sed- 
tick Thomas, QB, Fr.; Jason Walling, DT, Jr. (RS/ 
medical). 

Schedule: Utah, Sept. 7; at UNLV, Sept. 14; Fresno 
State, Sept. 21; at Washington State, Oct. 5; Ari- 
zona State, Oct. 12; UCLA, Oct. 19; at Stanford, 
Oct. 26; at Arizona, Nov. 2; California, Nov. 9; 
Washington, Nov. 16; at Oregon, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Beavers, 

Site: Corvallis, Ore. 


Outlook: Jerry Pettibone, the fourth 
head coach in Corvallis since 1979, will 
try to install the spread offense he used 
successfully at Northern Illinois the 
last six years. It can’t hurt. The Bea- 
vers haven't won half their games ina 
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season since 1970, before most of the 
current players were born. 

Offensive strengths: For the first time 
in ages, the Beaver line is a veteran 
group. Running back Dwayne Owens is 
capable of becoming a true breakaway 
threat. 


Offensive weaknesses: Who's going to | 


run this offense? Pettibone couldn't 
bring star quarterback Stacey Robin- 


son with him from Northern Illinois, | 


and Ed Browning is the Beavers’ only 


holdover signal-caller. He'll compete 


witha handful of freshmen. 


Defensive strengths: Senior Brent Huff 
is one of the best safeties in the league. 


The rest of the secondary is young but 7 


has been impressive at times. 


Defensive weaknesses: Just about ev- 
erywhere. Oregon State is switching to 
a 4-3 alignment and needs junior college 
transfers to play on the line. 


Special teams: This may be the Bea- 
vers’ strength. Punter Tim Kollas and 


place-kicker Jamie Burke are experi- & 
enced and had some good games late } 


last year. 


Key to success: It would help if the Bea- tet 


vers played well in their first three 


games against Utah, UNLV and Fresno | 
State before they leap into the jaws of | 


Pac-10 play. 


Sure sign of trouble: If Owens starts re- | 


ceiving enough kickoffs to threaten 
many of the team, league and national 
kick-return records he set last season. 


Coach Jerry Pettibone says: “There are | 


some good athletes at Oregon State. I 
think what we need to do is work real 
hard to develop more depth.” & 
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THE PACIFIC-10 


Ascending: California. The Bears or flaish, t the Ducks were 3-9. Junior Most underrated player: Mike Paw- 
have long been considered a sleeping college transfer Brett Salisbury had lawski, QB, California. He doesn’t get 
giant, with such important assets as trouble with the offense last spring, much media attention, but he cer- 
good facilities, fine academics, a help- and redshirt freshman Dan O’Neil is, tainly gets the attention of opposing 
ful admissions office and a good loca- well, a redshirt freshman. cornerbacks. Pawlawski completes 60 
tion. And now with good coaching the percent of his passes but also doesn’t 
last four years hesitate to lower 
under Bruce pees §=6ohis shoulder while 
Snyder, they’re scrambling. He’s 


| | aiming for their Bast-hilting defensive linoman: decked a few un- 
K j second consecutive Steve Emtman, Washington Best kick- coverage onits: suspecting corner- 
me | bowl in 1991 and : Best linebackers: ‘Oregon backs that way. 

| | perhaps a serious California Washington Best conching statt: Impact newcomers: 

| | shot at the Rose Bost backup quarterback: Best-hitting linebacker: Washington Mick Barsala, LB, 

E | | Bowlin ’92. Aaron Garcia, Washington State Jaime Fields, Washington Best coach: California, Jr. 
| | Descending: Wash- Best wide receivers: Best secondary: DoriJemes; washington (transfer/Ohio 

| | ington State. Mid- California Oregon csi yravenreane then State, JC); Napo- 

a || way through the Best clutch receiver: Best-hitting defensive back: a nee leon Kaufman, RB, 
ii || 1989 season, the — Blan Treggs, California Matt Darty, UCLA meat re peepee! Washington, Fr.; 


tman, DT, Washington f 
Cougars were 6-1 _ Best defensive line; Best kicking game: Solel tls Jamir Miller, LB, 


and talking Rose iegvissie eee Sites te i : UCLA, Fr.; Brett 


2 Bowl after having . 7 Salisbury, QB, Ore- 
won 15 of their previous 19 games. But gon, Jr. (JC). 
after a gut-wrenching, 23-21 loss to Coach of the year: Rich Brooks, Ore- 
Arizona in their eighth game, they did Rushing: Vato: eae Seay a gon. More than a decade of patience 
not win again in 1989 and then trudged 104.3 yds./game (203 att, 1043 yds., 8 TDs, on the part of three athletic directors 
through a 3-8 season in 1990. They 9.1avg.). has paid off, and now the Ducks are 


were outscored, 137-49, in their final ena: roy ase earttiok seeking their third straight bowl bid. 
three games last year. yds. 11TDs). : . Coach on the hot seat: Larry Marmie, 


Nightmare schedule: Southern Cali- Total offense: Tommy. Maddox, UCLA, 257.3 Arizona State. He got a reprieve this 
fornia. The Trojans play at Notre yds./game { 148 yds, rushing, 2682 yds. pass- year when school officials gave him 
Dame, host Penn State and don’t get ing, 2830 total yds. ). the fourth year of his original four- 


to play lowly Oregon State in league piinlle engin a rec./ year contract. But he’d better deliver 
play. Stanford has a schedule almost Seatig Tommy Vabdell Stanford, and Russell a bowl game to those same officials 


as difficult, with Notre Dame, Col- White, California, 7.6 pts./game (14 TOs, 0 this year or they’ll probably give 
orado and Southern Cal. PATs, 0 FGs, 84 pts.). someone else a chance. 

Dream schedule: California. With non- Punting: Jason Hanson, Washington State, Best bets: Stanford halfback Glyn 
conference games against Pacific, 45.4 avg. (59 punts, 2679 yds.). Milburn will touch the ball more often 


Purdue and San Jose’State, the Bears | | [Am annie: Bane Rlvarh, aslungion, ee than some ball boys, rush for 1,000 


should get a bowl bid this fall even if Kickoff returns: Russell White, California, 26.2 yards and catch 50 passes. ... Cal’s 
they split their league games. avg. (24 att., 629 yds., 1TD). Russell White will top 1,500. Remem- 
Best matchup of the year: Washington Field goals: Jason Hanson, Washington State, ber, he gained 1,000 as a backup last 


at Southern Cal, November 9. Eleven 1.6 FG/game (17/26 FGs, 85% ). : season... . Washington State quarter- 
times in the last 14 years—including came tyes, O1Ds Grogan): 0.8:1nbe back Drew Bledsoe will throw for 
each of the last four—the winner of gape i ehekags ): See 3,000 yards and be sacked at least 40 
this game has gone to Pasadena. 


times. ... Arizona will pull off a 
Worst matchup of the yearr Washing- major upset and lose in a major upset. 
ton at Oregon State, November 16. In . Stanford will lose at least one 
1985, the Beavers were 37-point under- 


game in which it scores 35 points. 
dogs but pulled off a huge upset by Odds and ends: Stanford picked a bad 
scoring a touchdown on a blocked 


time to schedule Cornell. It is the first 
punt to beat the Huskies, 21-20. No 


time since 1952 the Cardinal has 
current players were around then, but played a non-Division I-A opponent, 
Washington’s coaches were, and they and this is the first year teams must 
won't let lightning strike twice. win six Division I-A games to qualify 
Shocker of the year: Arizona at Ohio for a bowl. ... UCLA sophomore 
State, September 7. The Wildcats Othello Henderson is stepping into a 
have a history of winning games they starting free safety position held over 
have no business winning. Besides, 


the last 14 seasons by such Bruin 
they never lost to John Cooper (2-0-1) greats as Kenny Easley, Don Rogers, 
when he coached at Arizona State. 


James Washington and Eric Turner. 
Bowl bound: Washington and USC are Easley, Rogers and Turner were first- 
locks for New Year’s Day games. Ore- round National Football League draft 
gon, UCLA and California all should 


picks, Washington a fifth-rounder.... 
land berths in lesser bowls. Stanford 


Oregon State is 5-0 against Cal since 
might be a bowl-quality team, but its 1983 but 5-41-1 against the rest of the 
schedule will keep the Cardinal home 


league. .. . Oregon State’s Jerry Pet- 
for the holidays. 


sequel . ‘ tibone is the 37th man to become a 
Biggest shoes to fill: Bill Musgrave’s. The t Noone will be surprised 


. . coach in the league since Washing- 
The former Oregon QB helped his thePaclOinraehing ton’s Don James entered the then- 
team to a 25-10 record in four years. es : - Pac-8 Conference in 1975. 


When he was hurt and couldn’t start —DON BORST 
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By TONY BARNHART 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution 


) he Southeastern Conference once 
represented the most predictable 
aspects of college football: Stable 

coaches who favored steady, conserva- 
tive running teams that played strong 
defense. But no more. Consider: 


@ The SEC was once the haven for 
longtime coaches. But of the 10 
coaches, three—Gerry DiNardo of Van- 
derbilt, Jackie Sherrill of Mississippi 
State and Curley Hallman of Louisiana 
State—are in their first year. Three 
more are in their second year, and a 
third is in only his third year. Only 
three—Billy Brewer of Mississippi, Pat 
Dye of Auburn and Johnny Majors of 
Tennessee—have been at their respec- 
tive schools more than nine years. 


@ Since its beginnings in 1933, the 
SEC has been a league built around the 
conservative running game and rugged 
defenses. But the arrival of Steve Spur- 
rier at Florida has changed everything. 
In 1990, the team that led the confer- 
ence in rushing (Vanderbilt) finished 
last and the team that led the league in 
passing (Florida) finished first. 

The rest of the conference is catching 
on. Dye has hired Tommy Bowden, son 
of Florida State’s Bobby, from Ken- 
tucky as his offensive coordinator. 
Georgia’s Ray Goff hired Wayne 
McDuffie, the former Florida State of- 
fensive coordinator. And other changes 
are just beginning. 

The 1991 season will be the SEC's last 
as a 10-team conference. Arkansas and 
South Carolina come aboard for the 
1992 season, when the league will split 
into two six-team divisions. The two di- 
visional winners will play December 5, 
1992, for the league championship, with 
the winner representing the SEC at the 
USF&G Sugar Bowl. 

But before the schools think of the fu- 
ture, they must rebuild in '91 after mas- 
sive talent losses. Of the 53 players 
named to the Associated Press All-SEC 
first and second teams, 34 are gone. But 
some things will not change. Florida, 
Tennessee and Auburn again will be the 
teams to beat. 

Florida would have been in the Sugar 
Bowl last season if not for a bow! ban 
imposed by the NCAA. The Gators, in 
Spurrier’s second year, are now eligible 
and angry. Tennessee looks to win or 
share the title for the third straight 
year. Auburn, the dominant team of the 
'80s, is always in the hunt. Dye has shuf- 
fled the deck and has promised things 
will be a little more intense on the 
plains of Auburn this season. 

Alabama, Georgia and LSU are the 
dark horses, but each will need some 
luck to crack the top three. Regardless 
of who wins the SEC, fans can expect 
the winds of change to continue blowing 
through the conference. 


1. FLORIDA 

2. TENNESSEE 

3. AUBURN 

4. ALABAMA 

5. GEORGIA 

6. LOUISIANA STATE 

7. KENTUCKY 

8. MISSISSIPPI 

9. MISSISSIPPI STATE 
10, VANDERBILT 


FLORIDA 


Coach: Steve Spurrier (9-2, 1 year; 29- 15-1 over- 
all, 4 yeas) 

1990 record: 9-2. SEC: 6-1/ineligible for league 
title. 

Key losses: Terence Barber, WR; Chris Bromley, 0G; 
Richard Fain, CB; Kirk Kirkpatrick, TE; Ernie Mills, 
WR; Mark Murray, DE; Godfrey Myles, LB; Jerry 
Odom, LB; Huey Richardson, DE; Jimmy Spencer, 
cB 


Starters returning: Offense (9): Arden Czyzewski, P/ 


“he 


Unruly Gator: Brad Culpepper led Florida 
with nine tackles for losses while 
registering 5% sacks in '90. 


— — —E 


K, 6-0/212, Sr.; Cal Dixon, C, 6-4/278, Sr; He- 
sham Ismail, G, 6-2/279, Sr.; Shane Matthews, QB, 
6-3/ 191, Jr.; Willie McClendon, RB, 6-0/223, Sr.; 
Dexter McNabb, FB, 6-0/238, Sr.; Errict Rhett, RB, 
6-0/212, Soph,; Tony Rowell, T, 6-4/277, Sr.; 
Mark White, T, 6-5/293, Sr. Defense (5): Ephe- 
sians Bartley, LB, 6-3/212, Sr.; Mike Brandon, E, 
6-4/279, Sr.; Brad Culpepper, T, 6-2/263, Sr.; Tim 
Paulk, LB, 6- 1/229, Sr.; Will White, S, 6- 1/ 198, Jr. 
Other key returnees; Monty Duncan, WR, Soph.; Tre 
Everett, WR, Jr.; William Gaines, DT, Soph.; Monty 
Grow, LB, Jr.; Harrison Houston, WR, Soph.; Greg 
Keller, TE, Jr.; Tony McCoy, DT, Sr. (suspension); 
Darren Mickell, DE, Jr.; Carlton Miles, LB, Jr.; Ed 
Robinson, LB, Soph.; Del Speer, CB, Jr.; Harvey 
[howes, DE, Jr. (RS/medical); Jim Watson, 0G, 
ph. 
Top newcomers: Pete Archie, CB, Fr. (RS); Chris 
Bilkie, FB, Fr. (AS); Kevin Carter, LB, Fr.; Terry 
Dean, OB, Fr. (RS); Shayne Edge, P, Fr.; Lawrence 
Hatch, CB, Jr. (JC); Larry Kennedy, CB, Fr.; 
Jimmy Owens, CB, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: San Jose State, Sept. 7; Alabama, Sept. 
14; at Syracuse, Sept. 21; rey State (at 
Orlando, Fla.), Sept. 28; at Louisiana State, Oct. 5; 
Tennessee, Oct. 12; Northern Illinois, Oct. 19; at 
Auburn, Nov. 2; Georgia (at Jacksonville, Fla.), 
Nov. 9; Kentucky, Nov. 16; Florida State, Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Gators. 
Site: Gainesville, Fla. 


Outlook: If not for NCAA probation, the | 


Gators would have been SEC champi- 
ons a year ago. Coach Steve Spurrier 
and his team ripped through everybody 
in the league but Tennessee, and they 


have enough weapons returning to doit I< 


again. 
Offensive strengths: Shane Matthews 
was the league’s consensus Player of 


the Year in 1990, while Errict Rhett is 1 i 


the SEC’s leading returning rusher. Cal 


Dixon and Mark White are the Gators’ 


latest big-time linemen. 


Offensive weaknesses: Florida must | 
find a tight end to replace Kirk Kirk- § 
patrick, who caught 55 passes last sea- jj 


son. 
Defensive strengths: Brad Culpepper 


led the Gators with nine tackles for | 


losses while registering 544 sacks a 
year ago. Tim Paulk is a vastly under- 


rated linebacker who has forced 17 


turnovers in his career. 
Defensive weaknesses: With six start- 


ers gone, there is major rebuilding todo | 


at every position. The Gators need a 
big-play man to replace linebacker 
Huey Richardson, a National Football 
League first-round draft choice. 

Special teams: Arden Czyzewski is solid 
as a place-kicker, but he needs to im- 
prove as a punter. As a team, the Gat- 


ors could improve their kickoff and | 


punt returns. 


Key to success: The defense must play | 


well enough to keep games close to 
allow the offense a chance to win. 


Sure sign of trouble: If the Gators need | 


more than 35 points per game to win. 


Coach Steve Spurrier says: “Now we're | 


pretty well set on offense, and certainly 
quarterback is one of our strong points. 
Defensively, we lost some outstanding 


players and there are many holes to | 


fill.” 


Continued 
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TENNESSEE 


Coach: Johnny Majors (102-56-8, 14 years; 159- 
99-10 overall, 23 years). 
1990 record: 9-2-2 (beat Virginia in USF&G Sugar 
Bowl). SEC; 5-1- 1/ 1st. 
Key losses: Doug Baird, OG; Greg Burke, K; Antone 
Davis, OT; Alvin Harper, WB; Charles McRae, OT; 
wh ted as DT; Roland Poles, FB; Tony Thomp- 
son, TB. 
Startors returning: Offense (5): Mark Adams, TE, 6- 
3/245, Sr; John Fisher, C, 6-4/272, Sr.; Andy 
Kelly, QB, 6-3/211, Sr.; Tom Myslinski, G, 6-2/ 
285, Sr.; Carl Pickens, SE, 6-2/200, Jr. Defense 
(11): Carey Bailey, T, 6-0/260, Sr.; Dale Carter, S, 
§-2/ 182, Sr.; Joey Chapman, P, 6- 1/179, Soph.; 
Earnest Fields, LB, 5- 10/239, Sr.; Mark Fletcher, 
S, 5- 11/206, Sr.; Darryl Hardy,-LB, 6-3/220, Sr.; 
Jeremy Lincoln, CB, 5-11/180, Sr.; Floyd Miley, 
CB, 5- 10/206, Sr.; Kacy Rodgers, E, 63/253, Sr.; 
Chuck Smith, E, 6-4/236, Sr.; Shon Walker, LB, 6- 
0/224, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Shazzon Bradley, DT, Sr.; Ber- 
nard Dafney, OT, Sr.; Craig Faulkner, WR, Soph.; 
Cory Fleming, WR, Soph.; Tom Fuhler, DT, Sr.; 
Greg Gerardi, OT, Sr.; Tavio Henson, RB, Jr.; Reg- 
ie Ingram, LB, Soph.; Todd Kelly, DE, Jr.; Patrick 
enoir, OT, Sr.; Craig Martin, C, Sr.; J.J. McCles- 
key, CB, Jr.; Chris Mims, DE, Sr.; Von Reeves, TE, 
ins Mes Smith, RB, Jr.; James Wilson, DE, Soph. 
a newcomers: Carlos Bonner, WR, Jr. (JC); Ron- 
ald Davis, WR, Fr. (RS/medical); Aaron Hayden, 
TB, Fr.; Jason Layman, DL, Fr.; Mose Phillips, RB, 
Fr. (RS); Roc Powe, FB, Fr. (RS); Kevin Mays, DT, 
Fr.; Heath Shuler, OB, Fr.; Leslie Ratliffe, L, Fr. 
Schedule; At Louisville, Sept. 5; UCLA, Sept. 14; 
Mississippi State, Sept. 21; Auburn, Sept. 28; at 
Florida, Oct. 12; Alabama (at Birmingham, Ala.), 
Oct. 19; Memphis State, Nov. 2; at Notre Dame, 
Nov. 9; Mississippi, Nov.. 16; at Kentucky, Nov. 23; 
Vanderbilt, Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Volunteers. 
Site; Knoxville, Tenn. 


Outlook: After winning or sharing the 
SEC title for two straight years, Ten- 
nessee has replaced Auburn as the 
SEC’s dominant team. If the Vols don’t 
incur probation from the NCAA prior to 
the season, they could make their sec- 
ond straight trip to the Sugar Bowl. 
Offensive strengths: Quarterback Andy 
Kelly and split end Carl Pickens are one 
of the best pitch-and-catch combos in 
all of college football. The Vols lost two 
studs on the line, but Tom Myslinski is 
capable of becoming a star. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line must be 
rebuilt after losing three of five start- 
ers, but the most glaring concern is at 


| tailback, where the Vols lost a 1,000- 


yard rusher in Tony Thompson and a 
Heisman Trophy candidate in Chuck 
Webb, who left early to join the NFL. 

Defensive strengths: Earnest Fields led 


; the team in tackles (140) and is one of 


the steadiest players Johnny Majors 


= has ever coached. All of the linebackers 


can run to the ball with anybody. Few 


me free safeties have better instincts than 


Dale Carter. Larry Lacewell may be 


Me the best defensive coordinator in col- 
| lege football. 

Defensive weaknesses: Tennessee 

= could use a little more bulk up front. 


The Vols ranked fifth in the league in 


; rushing defense a year ago because 


they were getting pushed around. 
Special teams: The Vols need a new 


" place-kicker, but Joey Chapman led the 
—3) SEC in punting (41.9-yard average). 


There are few better return men in the 


=¥j SEC than Carter. 


Key to success: Simple. Rebuild the of- 
fensive line and find a quality tailback 
to run behind it. 

Sure sign of trouble: Kelly is a good 
passer, but if he’s throwing 30 times a 
game, Majors will not be happy. 

Coach Johnny Majors says: “We've gota 
lot of holes to fill and one of the most 
difficult schedules around. But if we 
can stay healthy, we've got a chance to 
have another good football team.” 


\3/ausunn 


Coach: Pat Dye (89-28-3, 10 years; 143-51-4 
overall, 17 years). 

1 : 8-3-1 (beat Indiana in Peach Bowl). 
SEC: 4-2- 1/4th. 

Key losses: Stacy Danley, TB; Ed King, 0G; James 
Joseph, TB/FB; Eric Ramsey, CB; David Rocker, 
DT; Lamar Rogers, DT; Rob Selby, OT; Greg Taylor, 
WR; Dennis Wallace, S; Shayne Wasden, WR; John 
Wiley, S. 

Starters returning: Offense (6):Chris Gary, T, 6-4/ 
245, Jr.; Victor Hail, TE, 6-3/228, Sr.; Bob Meeks, 
C (switched from T), 6-2/279, Sr.; Tim Tillman, G, 
6-2/258, Jr.; Jim Von Wyl, K, 5-8/170, Sr; Stan 
White, QB, 6-2/194, Soph. Defense (6): Corey 
Barlow, CB, 5- 10/186, Sr.; beans Barlow, LB, 6- 
4/232, Sr.; Darrel Crawford, LB, 6-2/226, Sr.; 
Jason Merchant, LB, 6-3/222, Soph.; Walter Tate, 
NG, 6-2/306, Jr; James Willis, LB, 6-3/225, Soph. 
Other key returnees: Ed Blake, OG, Sr.; Herbert 
Casey, WR, Sr.; Tim Cromartie, DL, Jr. (RS); An- 
thony Judge, LB, Sr.; Al Nash, LB, Jr.; Mike Pina, 
CB, Soph.; Anthony Redmon, OT, Soph.; Darrell 
Williams, TB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Randy Hart, DL, Soph. (Prop 42); 
Chuckie Johnson, DL, Jr. (RS); Orlando Parker, 
WR, Soph. (Prop 42). 

Schedule: Georgia Southern, Aug. 31; Mississippi, 
Sept. 14; at Texas, Sept. 21; at Tennessee, Sept. 
28; Southern Mississippi, Oct. 5; at Vanderbilt, Oct: 
12; Mississippi State, Oct. 26; Florida, Nov. 2; 
Southwestern Louisiana, Nov. 9; at Georgia, Nov. 
16; Alabama (at Birmingham, Ala.), Nov. 30. 
Nickname; Tigers. 

Site: Auburn, Ala. 


The White stuff: Quarterback Stan White 
has the poise and maturity to pick up 
Auburn ’s new multiple-I offense. 


SE 
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Outlook: After seeing his team win or 
share three straight SEC titles, Coach 
Pat Dye showed his displeasure with 
last season’s 8-3-1 performance by hir- 
ing former Kentucky offensive coordi- 
nator Tommy Bowden and informing 
his defense that he expected a new atti- 
tude in 1991. 

Offensive strengths: As always, the Ti- 
gers will have one of the best lines in 
America. Bob Meeks is a former tackle 
who could become an all-conference 
center. Stan White threw too many in- 
terceptions (14) as a freshman, but he 
has the poise and maturity to pick up 
the team’s new multiple-I offense. 
Offensive weaknesses: The running 
backs and receivers have been wiped 
out. There is talent, but no proven big- 
play people. 

Defensive strengths: James Willis reg- 
istered 105 tackles in his last seven 
games and leads a corps of fleet line- 
backers. Corey Barlow is one of the 
steadiest cornerbacks in the league. 
Defensive weaknesses: Only one 
starter, Walter Tate, returns up front. 
Auburn must improve its aggressive- 
ness overall. 

Special teams: Jim Von Wylis one of the 
most accurate place-kickers in the 
SEC. He did not miss a field goal inside 
29 yards, and he hit six of eight inside 39 
yards. The Tigers must improve their 
punting, which finished last in the 
league in 1990. 

Key to success: Auburn needs to regain 
its chemistry in the offensive line in 
order to rebuild the running game, 
which ranked eighth in the SEC. 

Sure sign of trouble: White was respon- 
sible for 52.5 percent of Auburn’s ’90 of- 
fense. If the Tigers rely that heavily on 
a sophomore quarterback this season, 
they will not win the big games. 

Coach Pat Dye says: ‘When people 
watch us play next year, I want them to 
say, ‘That’s what I remember Auburn 
football being all about.’ I don’t think 
they could say that last year.” 


\@/ ALABAMA 


Coach: Gene Stallings (7-5, 1 year; 34-50- 1 over- 
all, 8 years). 

1990 record: 7-5 (lost to Louisville in Sunkist Fi- 
esta Bowl). SEC: 5-2/T2nd. 

Key losses: Terrill Chatman, OT; Philip Doyle, K; 
Spencer Hammond, LB; Byron Holdbrooks, DE; 
Gary Hollingsworth, OB; Trent Patterson, OT; Chris 
Robinette, OG; Lamonde Russell, SE; Roger Shultz, 
C; Efrum Thomas, S; George Thornton, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Chris Anderson, RB, 
5-9/175, Soph.; William Barger, G, 6-3/270, 
Soph.; Steve Busky, TE, 6-5/215, Jr.; Donnie Fink- 
ley, FL, 5- 10/175, Jr.; Matt Hammond, T, 6-3/260, 
Soph.; Kevin Turner, FB, 6-0/220, Sr. Defense (8): 
Stacy Harrison, S, 5-11/185, Sr.; Mark McMillian, 
CB, 5-8/ 160, Sr.; Derrick Oden, LB, 6- 1/225, Jr.; 
Robert Stewart, NG, 6-0/270, Sr.; John Sullins, LB, 
6- 1/225, Sr; George Teague, CB, 6-0/187, Jr.; 
Steve Webb, LB, 6-3/250, Sr.; Tank Williamson, P, 
5- 11/205, Sr, 

Other key returnees: Eric Curry, DE, Jr.; Charles 
Gardner, S, Sr.; Hamp Greene, K, Jr. (RS); Antonio 
London, LB, Jr.; Jeremy Nunley, DE, Spph.; Craig 
Sanderson, SE, Sr. (RS/medical); Tobie Sheils, C, 
Soph.; Siran Stacy, RB, Sr. (RS/knee); Brian 
Stutson, S, Sr.; Prince Wimbley, FL, Jr.; Danny 
Woodson, QB, Sr. 


Top newcomers; Jay Barker, QB, Fr. (RS); Curtis 
Brown, WR, Fr.; Rick Brown, FL, Fr. (RS); Brian 
Burgdorf, QB, Fr.; Steve Christopher, QB, Soph. 
(Prop 42); John Copeland, DE, Jr. (JC); Napoleon 
Folks, OL, Soph. (Prop 42); Chad Gladden, C, Fr. 
(RS); Dameian Jeffries, LB, Fr.; Tarrant Lynch, 
RB, Fr. (RS/medical); Jackson Lowery, S, Fr. 
RS); David Palmer, WR, Fr.; Jon Stevenson, OL, 


Tr. 
Schedule: Temple (at Birmingham, Ala.), Sept. 7; at 
Florida, Sept. 14; Georgia, Sept. 21; at Vanderbilt, 
Sept. 28; UT-Chattanooga (at Birmingham), Oct. 
5; Tulane, Oct. 12; Tennessee (at Birmingham), 
Oct. 19; Mississippi State, Nov. 2; at Louisiana 
State, Nov. 9; at Memphis State, Nov. 16; Auburn 
(at Birmingham), Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Crimson Tide. 

Site: Tuscaloosa, Ala. 


Outlook: After eight years of anguish 
since the death of Paul (Bear) Bryant, 
the Crimson Tide faithful appear to be 
coming out of mourning. Alabama beat 
Auburn last season for the first time 
since 1985, and the Crimson Tide won 
the in-state recruiting battle. Auburn 
dominated the ’80s, but Alabama is de- 
termined the ’90s will be different. 
Offensive strengths: Siran Stacy tore up 
a knee in the first game last season and 
was granted a medical redshirt year. If 
the running back returns to his 1989 
form, the Crimson Tide offense will es- 
cape its doldrums. 

Offensive weaknesses: There is no 
proven quarterback, and none of the 
candidates has big-play potential. The 
right side of the line must be rebuilt. 
Defensive strengths: John Sullins was 
the dominant player on a defense that 
was ranked in the top six in four NCAA 
categories. Robert Stewart, a former 
fullback, became one of the dominant 
noseguards in the SEC last season. 
Defensive weaknesses: The only ques- 
tion marks come at tackle, where 
young players must step in. 

Special teams: Place-kicker Philip 
Doyle, an All-America, will be sorely 
missed, while Tank Williamson aver- 
aged just under 40 yards per punt. The 
kickoff- and punt-return units leave a 
lot to be desired. 

Key to success: Alabama won seven 
games a year ago by relying on its de- 
fense to dominate games and asking its 
offense not to screw up. The Tide won’t 
get away with that again. A quarter- 
back must step up to make the offensea 
token threat. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Alabama has not 
settled on a starting quarterback by its 
September 14 trip to Florida. 

Coach Gene Stallings says: “I'd feel a lot 
better about our offense if I knew who 
our best quarterback was. We’ve got a 
number of players I’m concerned 
about. But other schools have the same 
concern.” 


\S/ceorsia 


Coach; Ray Goff ( 10-13, 2 years). 
1990 record: 4-7. SEC: 2-5/T6th. 
Key losses: Chris Broom, TE; Alphonso Ellis, FB; 
ree Hummings, SE; John Kasay, K; Morris Lewis, 


Starters returning: Offense (9); Russell DeFoor, G, 6- 


7 x 


in the Southeastern Conference. 


a ee 


4/249, Sr.; Garrison Hearst, TB, 5-11/ 190, Soph.; 
Kevin Maxwell, FL, 5- 10/180, Sr.; Bill Rosenberg, 
T, 6-3/271, Jr.; Haze Sadler, G, 6-3/275, Sr.; Mack 
Strong, FB, 6-0/200, Jr.; Jack Swan, C, 6-4/269, 
dr.; Greg Talley, OB, 6- 1/197, Sr.; LeMonte Tellis, 
T, 6-4/284, Sr. Defense {11}: John Allen, LB, 6-2/ 
237, Sr.; Scot Armstrong, P, 6-2/ 187, Soph.; Eric 
Coney, LB, 6-4/225, Sr.; Mitch Davis, LB, 6-3/ 
240, Soph.; Al Jackson, CB, 6-0/ 180, Jr.; Willie 
Jennings, T, 6-5/280, Soph.; Mike Jones, S, 6-3/ 
215, Jr.; DeWayne Simmons, LB, 6-0/205, Sr.; 
Mike Steele, NG/T, 6-4/265, Jr.; Chris Wilson, CB, 
§-8/ 175, Jr.; George Wynn, CB, 5-8/ 163, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Chuck Carswell, CB, Sr.; Joe 
Dupree, QB, Soph.; David Hargett, S, Sr. (RS/med- 
ical); Andre Hastings: WR, Soph.; Arthur Marshall, 
FL, Sr. (RS/medical). 

Top newcomers: Wilson Kauvaka, FB, Jr. (JC); Alec 
Millen, OT, Jr. (transfer/North en Mario 
Nolan, LB/RB, Fr.; Kanon Parkman, K, Fr.; Eric 
Zeier, QB, Fr. 

Schedule: Western Carolina, Aug. 31; Louisiana 
State, Sept. 7; at Alabama, Sept. 21; Cal State 
Fullerton, Sept. 28; Clemson, Oct, 5; at Mississippi, 
Oct. 12; at Vanderbilt, Oct. 19; ar bay's Oct. 26; 
Florida (at Jacksonville, Fla.), Nov. 9; Auburn, 
Nov. 16; at Georgia Tech, Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Bulldogs. 

Site: Athens, Ga. 


Outlook: After a 4-7 season, Georgia’s 
worst since 1961, Coach Ray Goff shook 
up his staff by bringing in former 
Florida State offensive coordinator 
Wayne McDuffie and quarterbacks 
coach Steve Ensminger. This should be 
the year that Goff's first group of re- 
cruits has a big impact. 

Offensive strengths: The new offensive 
scheme introduced by McDuffie will 
only highlight standout tailback Garri- 
son Hearst’s skills more. Wide receiver 
Andre Hastings is one of the truly great 
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Dawg-gone good: Georgia wide receiver Andre Hastings is one of the truly great players 


2 SS 


players in the league. 


Offensive weaknesses: The line will be [Tl 


better, but it still has far to go before it 
is considered good. Quarterback Greg 
Talley had the worst season of his ca- 
reer in 1990 and will be pressed by J 
freshman Eric Zeier. i 
Defensive strengths: Before the end of 
last year, Mitch Davis was Georgia’s jf 
best outside linebacker. Safety David 
Hargett is back after suffering a broken 
leg early last season. 

Defensive weaknesses: Like the of- 
fense, the problem is up front. The line 
was decimated by academic losses in 
‘90, but most of those casualties return. 
Tackle Willie Jennings will emerge asa 
star this season. 

Special teams: Georgia will miss place- 
kicker John Kasay and may have to 
rely on freshman Kanon Parkman. 
Punter Scot Armstrong must improve. 
Key to success: The offensive line must 
mature and the defense must force 
more turnovers. i 
Sure sign of trouble: The September 7 
game at home against Louisiana State 
is the key to the entire season. If the 
Bulldogs lose, there could be more is 
tough times ahead. | 
Coach Ray Goff says: “We've struggled f 
the past two seasons because we were 


young and because of some key losses §f 


in other areas. But we are real close to 
being a good football team again. It 
might take another year, but we're get- 
ting close.” 


Continued 
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. Name, School HL/Wt. Class Pos. Name, School HL/WI. 
WR CARL PICKENS, Tennessee 6-2/200 Jr. WR ANDRE HASTINGS, Georgia 6-3/180 Soph. 
WR TODD KINCHEN, Louisiana State 6-0/192 Sr. WR TONY JAMES, MississippiState 5-9/184 Jr. 
TE VICTOR HALL, Auburn 6-3/228 Sr. TE MARK ADAMS, Tennessee 6-3/245 Sr. 
T GREG LAHR, Kentucky 6-5/270 Sr. T JOHN JAMES, MississippiState 6-3/294 Jr. 
T MARK WHITE, Florida 6-5/293 Sr. T LeMONTE TELLIS, Georgia 6-4/284 Sr. 
C CAL DIXON, Florida 6-4/284 Sr. C JOHN FISHER, Tennessee 6-4/272 Sr. 
Shane G TOM MYSLINSKI, Tennessee _ 6-2/285 Sr. G TIM TILLMAN, Auburn 6-2/258 Jr. 
a Matthews G EVERETT LINDSAY, Mississippi 6-5/285 dr. G HESHAMISMAIL, Florida 6-2/279 Sr. 
OB. Florida QB SHANE MATTHEWS, Florida 6-3/191 Jr. QB ANDY KELLY, Tennessee 6-3/211 Sr. 
t RB SIRAN STACY, Alabama 6-0/190 Sr. RB CARLOS THOMAS, Vanderbilt §-10/219 Jr. 
eee! RB ERRICT RHETT, Florida 6-0/212 Soph RB GARRISON HEARST, Georgia 5-11/190 Soph. 
5255s See DEFENSE = DEFENSE DEFENSE ae 
= Pos. Namo, School HL/WI. Class Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
OL ROBERT STEWART, Alabama 6-0/280 Sr. OL BRAD CULPEPPER, Florida 6-2/263 Sr. 
DL MARC BOUTTE, LouisianaState 6-4/260 Sr. DL JOEY COUCH, Kentucky 6-1/250 Sr. 
DL WALTER TATE, Auburn 6-2/306 Jr. DL WILLIE JENNINGS, Georgia 6-5/280 Soph. 
LB JOHN SULLINS, Alabama 6-1/225 Sr. LB EARNEST FIELDS, Tennessee 5-10/239 Sr. 
LB JAMES WILLIS, Auburn 6-3/225 Soph LB ROD KEITH, Vanderbilt 6-2/227 Sr. 
LB TIM PAULK, Florida 6-1/229 Sr. LB DEAN WELLS, Kentucky 6-3/230 Jr. 
= LB PHILLIP KENT, Mississippi 6-2/235 Sr. LB DARREL CRAWFORD, Auburn 6-2/226 Sr. 
Dale CB CHAUNCEY GODWIN, Mississippi 6-0/175 Sr. CB JEREMY LINCOLN, Tennessee 5-11/180 Sr. 
Carter, CB COREY BARLOW, Auburn 5- 10/186 Sr. CB FLOYD MILEY, Tennessee 5-10/206 Sr. 
4 S, Tennessee S DALE CARTER, Tennessee 6-2/182 Sr. S DERRIEL McCORVEY, LSU 6-1/194 Jr. 
S WILL WHITE, Florida 6-1/198 Jr. S ANTHONY MARSHALL, LSU 6-2/196 Soph 
“NEWCOMERS OF YEAR | SPECIALISTS SPECIALISTS 
OFFENSE: Pos. Name, School HL/WL Class Pos. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
Eric Zeier, QB, Georgia PK PEDRO SUAREZ, LouisianaState 5-9/176 Jr. PK JIM VON WYL, Auburn 5-8/170 Sr. 
DEFENSE: P DAVIDLAWRENCE, Vanderbilt 6-4/227 Jr. P JOEY CHAPMAN, Tennessee 6-1/179 Soph 


Jason Layman, DL, Tennessee 
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Coach: Curley Hallman (first year at Louisiana 
State; 23-11 overall, 3 years). 
1990 record: 5-6. SEC: 2-5/T6th. 
Key losses: Blake Miller, C; Harvey Williams, TB. 
Starters returning: Offense (10): Harold Bishop, TE, 
6-6/242, Soph.; Marcus Carter, FL, 6-0/207, 
Soph.; Frank Godfrey, C, 6-4/251, Jr.; Todd Kin- 
_ chen, SE, 6-0/192, Sr.; Darron Landry, G, 6-3/ 
260, Jr; Chad Loup, QB, 6-2/207, Soph.; Andy 
Martin, G/T, 6-5/275, Sr.; Kevin Mawae, C/G, 6- 
4/244, Soph.; Sammy Seamster, RB, 5- 10/210, 
Jr.; Pedro Suarez, K, 5-9/176, Jr. Defense (12): 
Ray Adams, CB, 6-0/ 164, Jr.; Marc Boutte, T, 6- 
4/260, Sr.; Brian Griffith, P, 6-2/195, Sr; Mike 
Hewitt, LB, 6-3/223, Soph.; Anthony Marshall, S, 
6-2/196, Soph.; Derriel McCorvey, S, 6- 1/194, Jr.; 
John Morgan, T, 6-5/270, Jr.; Roovelroe Swan, LB, 
6-3/210, Soph.; David Walkup, LB, 6- 1/222, Jr.; 
Scott Wharton, NG, 6- 1/254, Sr.; Anthony Wil- 
liams, LB, 6-2/231, Jr.; Wayne Williams, CB, 5-8/ 


Sr. 
Other key returnees: Odell Beckham, TB, Jr.; Juan 
Cendoya, LB, Jr.; Vincent Fuller, S, Jr.; Wesley 
Jacob, FL, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Jeff Cancienne, OT, Soph. (RS/ 
academics); Tony Cole, DB, Fr.; Matt Huerkamp, 
K, Fr.; Ryan Huffman, OB, Fr.; James Jacquet, RB, 
Soph. (Prop 42); Brian Madden, NG, Jr. (JC); John 
McClain, RB, Fr.; Nathan Miller, DT, Fr. (RS); Gary 
Pegues, WR, Fr. (RS); Marcus Price, OT, Fr, (RS). 
Schedule: At Georgia, Sept. 7; at Texas A&M, Sept. 
14; Vanderbilt, Sept. 21; Florida, Oct. 5; Arkansas 
State, Oct. 12; at Kentucky, Oct. 19; Florida State, > 
Oct. 26; Mississippi (at Jackson, Miss.), Nov. 2; 
Alabama, Noy. 9; Mississippi State, Nov. 16; at 
Tulane, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Tigers. 

Site: Baton Rouge, La. 


Outlook: Curley Hallman, who worked a 
series of miracles at Southern Mis- 
sissippi, inherits a young-but-talented 
team from Mike Archer. With 22 of 24 
starters back, Hallman may have 


114 x 


enough tricks up his sleeve to make the 
Tigers a dark-horse contender for the 
SEC title. 
Offensive strengths: Todd Kinchen has 
had an injury-plagued career, but when 
healthy he’s among the nation’s best re- 
ceivers. He missed the final three 
games of the 1990 season and was still 
an All-SEC pick. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Tigers must 
find a tailback to replace Harvey Wil- 
liams, but there is no one in the pro- 
gram with Williams’ speed and explo- 
siveness. 
Defensive strengths: LSU has the best 
secondary in the league, and it’s young 
to boot. Mare Boutte moved to tackle 
from noseguard last season and be- 
came an All-SEC selection. 
Defensive weaknesses: Anthony Mar- 
shall led the team in tackles a year ago, 
but it’s never good when someone from 
the secondary leads in stops. Lineback- 
‘ers Anthony Williams and David Walk- 
up must fill the holes better in 1991. 
Special teams: The kicking game is ex- 
cellent. Pedro Suarez was the most reli- 
able place-kicker in the SEC (hitting 15 
of 17 field-goal attempts), while Brian 
Griffith had the league’s second-best 
punting average (41.6 yards). The re- 
turn game needs work. 
Key to success: Quarterback Chad Loup 
must step up and take control of the of- 
fense. He also must find as many ways 
as possible for Kinchen to get the ball. 
Sure sign of trouble: LSU opens the sea- 
son with consecutive road games at 
Georgia and Texas A&M. The Tigers 
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must do no worse than splitting those 
two games. 

Coach Curley Hallman says: “One of the 
biggest things we want to accomplish is 
our players learning how to practice in 
our philosophy. From the time we hit 
the field, there will be no walking 
around. You run. If you do it long 
enough, it becomes a habit.” 


KENTUCKY 
) 


Coach: Bill Curry (4-7, 1 year; 61-60-4 overall, 11 


years). 
1990 record; 4-7. SEC: 3-4/5th. 

Key losses: Al Baker, TB; John Bolden, FL; Jeff 
Brady, S; Randy Holleran, LB; Rodney Jackson, 
TE; al Logan, SE; Joel Mazzella, 0G; Billy Swan- 
son, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Chuck Bradley, T, 6- 
5/278, Jr.; Matt Branum, C, 6-2/261, Jr.; Greg 
Lahr, T, 6-5/270, Sr.; Freddie Maggard, QB, 6-2/ 
212, Sr.; Doug Pelfrey, K, 5-11/178, Jr; Todd 
Perry, G, 6-4/265, Jr.; Terry Samuels, FB, 6-2/ 
240, Soph. Defense (9): Brad Armstead, S, 6-0/ 
180, Jr.; Jerry Bell, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Joey Couch, 
NG, 6- 1/250, Sr.; Bill Hawk, P, 6-0/208, Sr.; Larry 
Jackson, S, 5- 11/200, Sr.; Derrick Thomas, E, 6- 
2/227, Sr.; Sterling Ward, CB, 5- 11/175, Jr.; Dean 
wale LB, 6-3/230, Jr.; Gary Willis, CB, 6- 1/177, 


Other key returnees: Kurt Johnson, FL, Jr.; Marty 
Moore, LB, Soph. 

a” newcomers: Damon Hood, TB, Fr.; Melvin 
Johnson, S, Fr. (RS); Steve Langenkamp, TE, Fr.; 
Donnie Redd, TB, Fr. (RS); Clyde Rudolph, TB, Fr. 
(RS); Leon Smith, SE, Fr. 

Schedule: Miami of Ohio, Sept. 7; at Indiana, Sept. 
21; Kent, Sept. 28; Mississippi, Oct. 5; at Mis- 
sissippi State, Oct. 12; Louisiana State, Oct. 19; at 
Georgia, Oct. 26; Cincinnati, Nov. 2; at Vanderbilt, 
Nov. 9; at Florida, Nov. 16; Tennessee, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Wildcats. 

Site: Lexington, Ky. 


Outlook: The mood at Kentucky is de- 
cidedly upbeat in Bill Curry’s second 
year as coach. The Wildcats return 16 
starters and are bringing in what may 
be their best recruiting class ever. 
Curry is demanding that his players 
think and play like winners, and the re- 
sults may begin to show this season. 
Offensive strengths: Terry Samuels 
was moved from tight end to fullback in 
the spring of 1990 and could become a 
dominating player both running and 
catching the ball. If Greg Lahr returns 
to form after a puncture wound in his 
upper thigh, he could be one of the 
SEC’s best linemen. 

Offensive weaknesses: Freddie Mag- 
gard ranked 10th in the SEC in passing 
efficiency a year ago. He must improve 
and make some big plays. 

Defensive strengths: Joey Couch has 
found a home at noseguard after play- 
ing tackle in 1989. He must have a big 
year if the Wildcats are to improve. 
Dean Wells is the best overall athlete on 
defense and its best hope for big plays. 
Defensive weaknesses: Couch must get 
some help up front. The Wildcats 
ranked seventh in rushing defense a 
year ago. 

Special teams: Punter Bill Hawk and 
kicker Doug Pelfrey return to bolster 
the kicking game. Kurt Johnson is an 
explosive return man. 

Key to success: Kentucky lost its offen- 
sive coordinator, Tommy Bowden, to 
Auburn. How well new coordinator 
Rick Rhoades and quarterbacks coach 
Daryl Dickey work with Maggard is 
crucial. 

Sure sign of trouble: The Wildcats open 
with games against Miami of Ohio, In- 
diana and Kent. They must emerge 
from those games no worse than 2-1. 
Coach Bill Curry says: “It (winning) 
might take a year, it might take four 
years. We don’t want to put a time 
frame on that.” 


\8 /mississipP! 


Coach: Billy Brewer (48-41-3, 8 years; 105-80-6 
overall, 17 years). 
1990 record: 9-3 (lost to Michigan in Mazda Gator 
Bowl). SEC: 5-2/T2nd. 
Key losses: Randy Baldwin, RB; Charles Childers, P: 
Shawn Cobb, LB; Roger Hancock, LB; Jeffrey 
Holder, WR; Doug Jacobs, DL; Victor Lester, DL; 
Lee Lott, OT; Chris Mitchell, S; Kelvin Pritchett, DL; 
Dawson Pruett, C; Adrian Strother, OT; Ed Thig- 
pen, RB. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Tyji Armstrong, TE, 
6-4/245, Sr.; Vincent Brownlee, FL, 6-0/ 180, Sr.; 
Cliff Dew, C, 6-2/257, Sr.: Brian Lee, K, 5-9/ 156, 
Jr; Everett Lindsay, 6, 6-5/285, Jr.; Tom Luke, 
QB, 6- 1/195, Jr. Defense (5): Danny Boyd, CB, 6- 
1/ 182, Jr.; Jeff Carter, S, 5-11/ 180, Sr.; Chauncey 
Godwin, CB, 6-0/175, Sr.; Pete Harris, LB, 6-1/ 
230, Sr.; Phillip Kent, LB, 6-2/236, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Gary Abide, LB, Jr; Tyrone 
Ashley, RB/DB/FL, Sr.; Clint Confee, OT, Soph.; 
Johnny Dixon,’S, Soph.; Artis Ford, DT, Jr.; David 
Herring, OG, Sr.; Kevin Ingram, LB, Sr.; Brian 
Mays, DT, Soph. (RS); Darrick Owens, SE, Sr.; 
Russ Shows, QB, Jr. 
Top newcomers: Lance Berry, K/WR, Fr. (RS); Chad 
Brown, DL, Jr. (JC); Bert Carruth, S, Fr. (RS); 
Richard Chisolm, P, Jr. (JC); John Ross, K, dr. 
ag sy Ross, LB, Jr, (JC); Stacey Wilson, LB, 
tr. : 
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Crucial ’Cat: Noseguard Joey Couch must have a big year if Kentucky is to improve on tts 


4-7 1990 season. 
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Schedule; At Tulane, Aug. 31; at Memphis State, 
Sept. 7; at Auburn, Sept. 14; Ohio University, Sept. 
21; Arkansas {at Jackson, Miss.), Sept. 28; at 
Kentucky, Oct. 5; Georgia, Oct. 12; Vanderbilt, Oct. 
26; Louisiana State (at Jackson), Nov. 2; at Ten- 
nessee, Nov. 16; at Mississippi State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Rebels. 

Site: Oxford, Miss. 


Outlook: The 1990 Rebels brought back 
memories of their glory days by mak- 
ing their first New Year’s Day bowl trip 
in 20 years. But the loss of 12 starters 
leaves Ole Miss too thin to repeat as 
SEC runner-up. A year ago the Rebels 
won all the close ones, but in 1991 it 


could be a lot different. te 


Offensive strengths: The Rebels can 
throw a change of pace at opposing de- 
fenses with quarterbacks Tom Luke 
and Russ Shows. Tyrone Ashley was 
the Rebels’ Gator Bowl most valuable 
player as a defensive back and kickoff 
returner, but he’ll probably be moved to 
running back. Ashley also can play 
flanker. 

Offensive weaknesses: The early exit of 
running back Randy Baldwin to the 
NFL was a big blow. The passing game 
provided only 10 touchdowns while ac- 
counting for 13 interceptions. 

Defensive strengths: The Rebels proved 
they could stop the run a year ago and 
will continue to do so with players like 
Pete Harris and Phillip Kent. Corner- 
back Chauncey Godwin should be an 
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All-SEC pick. 

Defensive weaknesses: After Godwin, 
the secondary is suspect and riddled by 
injuries. The Rebels ranked ninth in the 
SEC in passing defense a year ago, and 
this area again could be a trouble spot. 
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. Special teams: Ole Miss must replace | 


four-year punter Charles Childers. 
Brian Lee was devastated by a sopho- 
more jinx, hitting only three of 13 field- 
goal attempts in 90. The Rebels’ return 
squads were Solid last year. 

Key to success: The defense will not be 
as good as a year ago, so the offense, 


} 


| 
| 


RN 


BN 


, 
4 
N 


hee 


= 


particularly the passing game, must be ey 


even better. 
Sure sign of trouble: If Ashley goes 


down with an injury or can’t do the job | 


on offense or defense. 

Coach Billy Brewer says: “We've got 
some big holes to fill, and some people 
are going to have to step up and decide 
they are ready to play. We just cannot 
afford injuries with this team. We are 
just too thin.” 


\9 /mississipPt ST. 


Coach: Jackie Sherrill (first year at Mississippi 
State; 105-45-2 overall, 13 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. SEC: 1-6/T8th. 

Key losses: Jerry Bouldin, WR; Ricky Byrd, 0G; 
Ryon Ford, DE; Demetrius Hill, NG; Joel Logan, K; 
Byron Jordan, C (suspended from school; could 
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regain ry ded this summer); Eddie Myles, CB; 
Tony Shell, QB; Reggie Stewart, LB; Albert Wil- 
liams, S; Jerrod Young, FB; Robert Young, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Shea Bell, G, 6-1/ 
287, Soph.; Trenell Edwards, TE, 6-3/252, Sr.; 
Chris Firle, WR, 6- 1/189, Sr.; Tay Galloway, RB, 
5-8/ 197, Jr.; John James, G, 6-3/294, Jr.; Kenny 
Stewart, T, 6-4/293, Sr. Defense (6): Lance Al- 
dridge, S, 6- 1/197, Sr.; Daniel Boyd, LB, 6-0/233, 
Jr.; Keith Joseph, LB, 6- 1/233, Jr.; Lee Lipscomb, 
CB, 5-11/180, Sr.; Mike Riley, P, 6-1/217, Sr.; 
Marc Woodard, LB, 6- 1/240, ur. 
Othor key returnees: Treddis Anderson, TE, Sr.; Keo 
Coleman, LB, Sr.; Lee Ford, C, Jr.; Chris Gardner, K, 
Jr; Willie Harris, WR, Jr.; Kevin Henry, DE, Jr.; 
Tony James, WR, Jr. (switched from TB); Kenny 
Roberts, RB, Jr.; Rodney Stowers, DE, Jr.; Edward 
eer CB, Jr. (RS/medical); Nate Williams, 
,Sr. 
Top newcomers: Tom Burke, K, Jr. (JC); Charlie 
Davidson, WR, Fr. (RS); Michael Davis, RB, Fr. 
(RS); Wes Leasy, LB, Soph. (Prop 42). 
Schedule: Cal State Fullerton, Aug. 31; Texas, Sept. 
7; Tulane, Sept. 14; at Tennessee, Sept. 21; Florida 
(at Orlando, Fla.), Sept. 28; Kentucky, Oct. 12; 
Memphis State, Oct. 19; at Auburn, Oct. 26; at Al- 
abama, Nov, 2; at Louisiana State, Nov. 16; Mis- 
sissippi, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: eh 
Site; Starkville, Miss. 


Outlook: It has been five years since 
Mississippi State won more than two 
SEC games in a season. Bulldog fans, 
tired of being the league’s doormat, say 
that’s about to change as Jackie Sher- 
rill comes on board as coach. Whatever 
you may think of Sherrill, he has beena 
winner everywhere he’s coached. 
Offensive strengths: Tony James has 
been moved back to wide receiver after 
a year at tailback. He is the most tal- 
ented weapon the Bulldogs possess. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Bulldogs are 
still looking for the quarterback to take 
them to the next level. That player is 
not yet in the program. 

Defensive strengths: On a good day, 
linebacker Marc Woodard can play 


with anybody. If he can get some help © 


from Daniel Boyd, the Bulldogs could 
be decent against the run. 

Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
simply couldn't stop anybody last sea- 
son as the Bulldogs finished last in the 
SEC against the pass. Some major per- 
sonnel changes are in store. 

Special teams: Tony James is the top re- 
turning all-purpose yardage man in the 
SEC. He led the league and finished 
fourth in Division I-A in punt returns 
and ranked third in the SEC and tied for 
2lst nationally in kickoff returns. Mike 
Riley is one of the more consistent 
punters in the SEC, while the Bulldogs 
will miss place-kicker Joel Logan’s con- 
sistency. 

Key to success: There are so many, but 
the Bulldogs first must improve an of- 
fense that finished ninth in the league. 
Tony James must touch the ball at 
every opportunity. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Tony James suf- 
fers an injury, even Sherrill’s best-laid 
plans could disintegrate. 

Coach Jackie Sherrill says: “The biggest 
thing we have to do this first year is get 
everybody pulling in the same direc- 
tion. We want everyone associated with 
Mississippi State to know they are in- 
volved.” 
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Boning up: 7ailback Corey Harris must adjust to Vanderbilt's new I-bone offense. 


\Q0/ VANDERBILT 


Coach: Gerry DiNardo (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 1-10. SEC: 1-6/T8th. 
Key losses: Jim Arnouts, 0G; Thor Erikson, 0G; 
Mark Johnson, TB; Kenny Pulce, DE. 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Kevin Brothen, C, 6- 
2/289, Sr.; Bobby Craycraft, T, 6-4/296, Sr.; Grant 
Glewwe, T, 6-5/290, Sr.; Corey Harris, TB, 6-1/ 
190, Sr.; Mark Mikesell, G, 6-4/272, Soph.; Jeff 
Owen, K, 5-7/ 165, Sr.; Clarence Sevillian, SE, 6-0/ 
185, Jr.; Carlos Thomas, FB, 5- 10/219, Jr.; Mar- 
cus Wilson, QB, 6- 1/197, Jr. Defense (11): Gerald 
Collins, LB, 6-3/239, Soph.; Robert Davis, CB, 5- 
9/186, Soph.; Mike Gandolfo, NG, 6- 1/232, Jr.; 
Rod Keith, LB, 6-2/227, Sr.; David Lawrence, P, 6- 
#41227, Jr; Steve Medes, LB, 6-2/ 198, Sr.; Shelton 
Quarles, LB, 6-2/210, Soph.; Aaron Smith, S, 5- 
11/180, Soph.; Louis Wooldridge, E, 6- 1/219, Sr.; 
Tom Wroblewski, NG, 6-3/261, Sr.; Robbie Young, 
S, 6- 1/186, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Pat Akos, TE, Soph.; Mike Hea- 
MG QB, Jr.; Tony Jackson, TB, Soph.; Alan Young, 
DE, Soph. 


Top newcomers: Lloyd Griffin, OG, Soph. (RS). 
Schedule: At Syracuse, Sept. 7; Southern Methodist, 
Sept. 14; at Louisiana State, Sept. 21; Alabama, 
Sept. 28; at Duke, Oct. 5; Auburn, Oct. 12; Georgia, 
Oct. 19; at Mississippi, Oct. 26; at Army, Nov. 2; 
Kentucky, Nov. 9; at Tennessee, Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Commodores. 

Site: Nashville, Tenn. 


Outlook: After three 1-10 seasons in five 
years, Watson Brown is out as coach 
and Gerry DiNardo is in. DiNardo has 
installed his I-bone offense, which he 
used as offensive coordinator at Col- 
orado to turn the Buffaloes into a 
power. He also has vowed to improve a 
defense that gave up 41.5 points per 
game last season. 

Offensive strengths: Carlos Thomas has 
led the team in rushing the last two 
years and is the major reason why the 
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Commodores topped the SEC in that de- 
partment a year ago. Center Kevin 
Brothen could be an all-conference 
pick. 

Offensive weaknesses: The Commo- 
dores have a running quarterback in 
Marcus Wilson and a passing quarter- 
back in Mike Healey. But until DiNardo 
picks a starter, the situation will be dis- 
ruptive. 


Defensive strengths: A defense that 
gives up 469.6 yards per game doesn’t 
have any strengths. Linebacker Rod 
Keith is a player worth watching. 

Defensive weaknesses: Vanderbilt is 
simply too small up front and too slow 
at linebacker to have an effective de- 
fense. The Commodores won't improve 
until they get some athletes. : 


Special teams: David Lawrence, an All- 
SEC punter in ’90, begins his third 
straight year of duty. Place-kicker Jeff 
Owen had a league-low 11 field-goal at- 
tempts last year, but he made seven. 
Key to success: The offense may be de- 
cent, but it won’t do any good if the 
Commodores can’t slow down the oppo- 
sition. The defense has a long way to go 
to even approach respectability. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Commodores’ 
schedule, which begins with a trip to 
Syracuse, is as tough as it looks. 

Coach Gerry DiNardo says: “We have to 
develop the personality of a team that 
hustles and hits. To be a member of this 
team, you're going to have to hustle and 
hit, regardless of which side of the ball 
you play on. Mentally, we will becomea 
tougher team.” 


Ascending: Georgia and Louisiana 
State. Georgia (4-7 in 1990) suffered 
its worst season since 1961, but three 
straight years of nationally ranked re- 
cruiting classes will start to pay divi- 
dends for Coach Ray Goff. So will the 
addition of two of- 
fensive coaches— 
Wayne McDuffie as 
coordinator and 
Steve Ensminger 
as quarterbacks 
coach. Georgia is 
still a year away 
from competing for 
the SEC title, but 
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Tennessee 


this willbe the year ~ hestieia 
the Bulldogs turn cio, ove 


the corner back to- 
ward respectabil- 
ity. LSU Coach 
Curley Hallman in- 
herited a very young team from Mike 
Archer, but 22 of 24 starters return. 
Like Georgia, though, the Tigers still 
are a year away from competing for 
thetitle, — 

Descending: Mississippi. After going 
9-3 a year ago, the Rebels have lost 13 
starters and are dangerously thin at 
several positions. It will be difficult 
for Ole Miss to win as many close 
games as it did in 1990. 

Nightmare schedule: Tennessee, for 
the second straight year. Outside the 
conference, the Volunteers open with 
a nationally televised Thursday-night 
game at Louisville, then return home 
to play UCLA. On November 9, they 
visit Notre Dame. The conference 
schedule features back-to-back road 
trips to Florida and Alabama in Octo- 
ber. 

Dream schedule: Alabama. The Crim- 
son Tide used to play the big boys in 
non-conference battle, but not any- 
more. Instead of playing the likes of 
Penn State, Alabama will face Tem- 
ple, UT-Chattanooga, Tulane and 
Memphis State. Somewhere, the Bear 
is growling. 

Best matchup: Auburn at Tennessee, 
September 28. A year ago, these two 
teams played a classic that endedina 
26-26 tie. This year’s winner could 
have the inside track to the SEC title. 
Worst matchup of the year: There are 
two hideous clashes this fall, and in 
each instance Cal State Fullerton is 
involved. The Titans visit Mississippi 
State on August 31 and later travel to 
Georgia on September 28. In the off- 
season, Cal State Fullerton thought 
seriously about terminating its foot- 
ball program. There’s no doubt it’ll be 
terminated in these two matchups. 
Shocker of the year: Georgia over Au- 
burn in Athens, Ga., on November 16. 
The Bulldogs have not beaten the Ti- 
gers since 1986. 

Bowl bound: Alabama, Auburn, 
Florida and Tennessee for sure, 


SCOUTING THE SOUTHEASTERN 


Georgia and LSU maybe. Florida is 
back in the bowl hunt after sitting out 
last season as a result of NCAA sanc- 
tions. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Whoever starts at 


~ Marc Boutte, Lousiana State 


; tbat, B45 y 
Passing ‘afficisncy: Mike: Hea 
M88 rating pts. (130. att. si 


yds. J game ( +27 vas.rshing, 
_ ing, 2925 total yds.). : 
Receiving: Carl Pickens rec./ 
~ game (53 rec.,917 yds., Tbs, Bava. 
Scoring: Arden Czyzewski, Florida, 7.9 pts./- 
~ game (0 TDs, 42 PATS, 15F Ss 
ra joey Chapman, Tennessee, 41.9 Spies 5 
: (45 punts, 1885 yds.). i 
Punt returns: Tony James, 
‘14.8 avg. (23 att., 341 yds. 
_ Kickoff raturns: sry 10 


ens: Will White, 
(Tint, 116 yds., 0 TD). : 


Many happy returns: Excitement 
fills the air every time Dale Carter 
returns a kickoff for Tennessee. 
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tailback for Tennessee replaces not 
only a 1,000-yard rusher in Tony 
Thompson, but also the promise of an 
All-America in Chuck Webb, who left 
school after his 1989 sophomore year 
to join the National Football League. 
Freshman Aaron 
Hayden of Detroit 
will get a long look 
in the preseason. 

Most underrated 
player: Corey Bar- 
low, CB, Auburn. 
The senior was sec- 
ond-team All-SEC 
in '90, but at times 
he played like an 
All-America. He 


percent last season 
and registered a ca- 
reer-high 15 tackles 
in a win over Florida State. 

Impact newcomers: Carlos Bonner, 
WR, Tennessee, Jr. (JC); Aaron Hay- 
den, TB, Tennessee, Fr.; Damon 
Hood, TB, Kentucky, Fr.; Wilson 


Kauvaka, FB, Georgia, Jr. (JC);. 


David Palmer, WR, Alabama, Fr.; 
Eric Zeier, QB, Georgia, Fr. 
Coach of the year: Hallman, LSU. He 
worked miracles at Southern Mis- 
sissippi, and at Baton Rouge he'll have 
even more material to work with. 
Coach on the hot seat: Goff, Georgia. 
The Georgia faithful love him, but an- 
other losing record could be difficult 
to stomach. 
Best bets: Kentucky will win a game 
that it shouldn’t. .. . Auburn will lose 
a game that it shouldn't... . . Goff will 
come under tremendous pressure to 
play Zeier, who could be the Bulldogs’ 
starter before the end of the season. 
. After watching Danny Woodson 
struggle, Alabama fans will wonder 
aloud why the Crimson Tide no longer 
can recruit top-flight quarterbacks. 
.. New Mississippi State Coach 
Jackie Sherrill will be embroiled in 
some major controversy before mid- 
season. ... Tennessee quarterback 
Andy Kelly will throw for big numbers 
early, but the Vols will turn conserva- 
tive as the season progresses. 
Odds and ends: Going into the 1991 sea- 
son, seven of the 10 SEC coaches have 
been at their posts for less than five 
years... . For the first time in league 
history, four teams (Georgia, Auburn, 
Ole Miss and Mississippi State) will 
begin play before September 1. .. 
LSU quarterback Chad Loup, a pre- 
med student, is a member of the SEC 
Academic Honor Roll with a 3.13 
grade-point average. ... Florida ex- 
changed its turf for grass last year, 
and now it’s Alabama’s turn. For the 
first time since 1969, the Crimson Tide 
will play on grass at Bryant-Denny 
Stadium. 
—TONY BARNHART 
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Free at last, the SWC is hoping for a banner year 


By KIRK BOHLS 
Austin American- Statesman 


espite all its problems in recent 
D years, the Southwest Confer- 

ence may be on the brink of its 
most successful season ever. 

For the first time since 1984, no 
league school is banned from post- 
season play because of NCAA proba- 
tion. An all-time high of five SWC teams 
went bowling in both 1980 and 1984 and, 
based on the strength of the conference 
this year, at least that many are likely 
to make a postseason appearance this 
time around. 

Houston, Texas and Texas A&M are 
virtual locks to play 12 games in 1991, 
and Baylor also should press hard fora 
bowl game. Texas Tech, Texas Chris- 
tian, Rice and even Arkansas—coming 
off its worst season since 1952—could 
draw interest. 

The Longhorns, Aggies and Bears are 
expected to contend for a Top 20 na- 
tional ranking, while Houston and its 
Heisman Trophy candidate, quarter- 
back David Klingler, will continue to 
change the numbers on scoreboards 
like fruit on a Las Vegas slot machine. 

Texas’ defensive line, paced by end 
Shane Dronett, may be the best in the 
country. The same could be said for 
Texas A&M’s secondary, which fea- 
tures cornerback Kevin Smith. Bay- 
lor’s defensive line is comparable to the 
Longhorns’, and its offensive line has 
no peer in the league. 

Every team except Rice and lame- 
duck Arkansas, which is leaving the 
Southwest for the Southeastern Confer- 
ence after this season, has its quarter- 
back returning. Six of the top nine rush- 
ers and six of the top nine receivers are 
back. 

Five different schools have won or 
shared the league crown since 1984, and 
there’s no clear favorite this season. 
With Texas A&M, Baylor and Texas 
coming off banner recruiting years, the 
once-gloomy SWC may finally be seeing 
light at the end of the tunnel. And it 
isn’t the flashlight of an NCAA investi- 
gator. 


Coach: sore edaat 10-1, 1 year). 
et record: 10-1. SWC: 7-1 ineligible for league 
le) 
O€. Fess Craig Alexander, WR; Charles Bowman, 
Reggie Burnette, LB: * Patrick Cooper, WR; 
Mann lazard, WR; Tray ‘Hooper, NT; Jason Jes- - 
sup, OT; Greg ‘Jones, C; "Leroy Truitt, OT; Chuck 
Weatherspoon, RB. 
Starters returning: Offense {7}: Roman Anderson, x, 
§- 10/180, Sr.; John Brown Ill, WR, 6-3/200 
Verlond Brown, WR, 6- 1/175, Sr.; Mike Gisler, G 
6-4/300, Sr.; Tracy. Good, WR, §-6/170, Ure 
Marcus Grant, WR, 5- 9/172, Jr; David Klin ler, 
QB, 6-3/210, Sr. Defense (10): James Bevil, E, 6- 
2/245, Sr; Eri¢ Blount, LB, 6-1/230, Jr; John 
Brown, CB, 5- 11/180, Soph.; Daniel Johnson, S, 6- 
2/185, Soph.; Charles Langston, P, 6-4/205, Sr.; 
‘Steve Matejka, T, 6-5/270, Soph.; Ryan McCoy, 
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7 {PREDICTIONS 


6. ARKANSAS 

7. RICE 

8. TEXAS CHRISTIAN. 

9. SOUTHERN METHODIST 


LB, 6-3/235, Soph.; Jamie Mouton, CB, 6- 1/175, 
Jr; Tyler Mucho, E, 6-0/215, Jr.; Jerry Parks, CB 
(switched from S), 5-9/ 173, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Glenn Cadrez, DE, Sr.; Zach 
Chatman, CB, Jr.; Darrell Clapp, OT, Soph.; Tyrone 
Davis, CB, Jr.; Kenny Perry, S, Sr.; TiAndre San- 
ders, RB, Jr; Linton Weatherspoon, NT, Soph.; 
Brad Whigham, 0G, Soph.; Greg Whitty, C, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Daniel Adams, WR, Fr.; Lorenzo . 
Dickson, DB, Jr. (JC); Donald Douglas, OB, Soph. 
(transfer/Florida); Sam Faaita, DL, Jr. (JC); Fred 
Gilbert, WR, Jr. (transfer/UCLA); Tommy Guy, RB, 
Fr. (Prop 42): Stephen Harris, DB, Jr. (JC); Na- 
hala Johnson, LB, Fr. (Prop 42); Torrin Polk, RB, 
Jr. (transfer/Louisiana State); Jeff Tait, OL, dr. 

JC); Nigel Ventress, LB, Jr. (transfer/Louisiana 

tate); Charlie Williams, OL, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: Louisiana Tech, Aug. 31; at Miami (Fla.), 
Sept. 12; at Illinois, Sept. 21; Baylor, Oct. 5; at Ar- 
kansas, Oct. 12; Southern Methodist, Oct. 19; at 
Texas A&M, Oct. 26; Texas, Nov. 9; at Rice, Nov. 
16; at Texas Christian, Nov. 23; Texas Tech, Nov. 


30. 
Nickname; Cougars. 
Site: Houston. 


Outlook: Only Notre Dame and Miami 
(Fla.) have won more games than 
Houston (31) in each team’s last 38 
games, and there is little to suggest a 
slide this year. If the defense comes 
through, this team could be in the hunt 
for the national championship. 
Offensive strengths: David Klingler is 
the premier quarterback in the country 
despite Ty Detmer’s Heisman hard- 
ware. Houston has produced the top re- 
ceiver in the nation the last three years 
and could again. 

Offensive weaknesses: Finding some- 
one to make Cougar fans forget de- 
parted superback Chuck Weatherspoon 
will be difficult. There is only one re- 
turnee on the line, but John Jenkins in- 
sists the addition of All-America junior 
college transfers Charlie Williams and 
Jeff Tait will prevent any drop-off. 
Defensive strengths: Houston might 
have the best linebackers in the league. 
Middle man Ryan McCoy was the SWC 
Newcomer of the Year in 1990 and is 
flanked by Eric Blount and Louisiana 
State transfer Nigel Ventress. 
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Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
was riddled by injuries most of last 
year and finished last in the league. The 
line, which rarely pressured opposing 
quarterbacks in 1990, should be bol- 
stered by the addition of standout jun- 
ior college tackle Sam Faaita. 

Special teams: Roman Anderson, per- 
fect on extra points and 19 of 21 from in- 
side the 40 on field goals, is as constant 
as the temperature in the Astrodome. 
He also saved three touchdowns on 
kickoff returns. Punter Charles Lang- 
ston is average, and the team may Ccon- 
sider using backup quarterback Donald 
Douglas as a kick returner. 

Key to success: Finding a Weatherspoon 
clone who can keep drives alive on criti- 
cal third downs. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Klingler goes 
down and the defense falters against 
tough non-conference opponents. 

Coach John Jenkins says: “We'll be in 
trouble if the New York Giants decide 
to come into our conference. We’re 
young, but we’re damn sure going to be 
stronger.” 


\2/ Texas 


Coach: David McWilliams (26-20, 4 years; 33-24 
overall, 5 years). 

1990 record: 10-2 (lost to Miami, Fla., in Mobil 
Cotton Bowl). SWC: 8-0/ ist. 

Key losses: Keith Cash, WR; Kerry Cash, TE; Oscar 
Giles, DE; Brian Jones, LB; Duane Miller, G; Mi- 
chael Pollak, K; Stanley Richard, DB; Todd Smith, 
C; Stan Thomas, OT; Johnny Walker, WR. d 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Jeff Boyd, G, 6-4/ 
278, Jr.; Phil Brown, RB, 5-11/195, Soph.; Peter 
Gardere, OB, 6-0/ 188, Jr.; Butch Hadnot, RB, 6-0/ 
214, Soph.; Chuck Johnson, T, 6-5/275, Sr. Defense 
(8): Mark Berry, CB, 6-0/ 182, Sr.; Grady Cavness, 
CB, 5- 10/ 194, Jr.; Anthony Curl, LB, 6-3/202, Jr.; 
Shane Dronett, E, 6-6/258, Jr.; Lance Gunn, S, 6- 
3/214, Jr; Tommy Jeter, T, 6-5/263, Sr.; James 
Patton, T, 6-3/272, Sr.; Boone Powell, LB, 6-4/ 
222, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Mike Davis, WR, Jr.; Darrick 
Duke, WR, Jr.; Scott Gooch, 0G, Sr.; Graylin 
Johnson, WR, Sr.; Mical Padgett, LB, Sts Jimmy 
Saxton, ‘OB/RB, Soph; Winfred Tubbs, LB, dry 

Adrian Walker, RB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Steve Clements, QB, Fr. (RS); Chad 
Lucas, QB, Fr. (RS); Justin McLemore, WR/KR, 
Fr. (RS); Rodrick Walker, RB, Fr. (RS); Jason 
Ziegler, K, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: At Mississippi State, Sept. 7; Auburn, 
Sept. 21; Rice, Oct. 5; Oklahoma (at Dallas), Oct. 
12; Arkansas (at Little Rock), Oct. 19; at Southern 
Methodist, Oct. 26; Texas Tech, Nov. 2; at Hous- 
ton, Nov. 9; Texas Christian, Nov. 16; Baylor, Nov. 
23; at Texas A&M, Nov. 28. 

Nickname: Longhorns. 

Site: Austin, Tex. 


Outlook: Only a blowout loss to Miami 
(Fla.) in the Mobil Cotton Bowl marred 
a remarkable turnaround season that 
produced the Longhorns’ first league 
championship in seven years. And, with 
a tremendous defense and solid offense, 
Texas may ride that momentum back 
to Dallas again. 

Offensive strengths: Butch Hadnot 
heads a deep backfield and is a legiti- 
mate Heisman Trophy candidate. Two- 
year starter Peter Gardere is a cool, ce- 
rebral quarterback, and three top-flight 


linemen return to a unit that averaged 
almost 200 total yards per game. 
Offensive weaknesses: The Longhorns’ 
top returning receiver, Darrick Duke, 
caught only seven balls last season. 
Texas needs to find receivers as well as 
a proven tight end, unless converted 
linebacker Jason Burleson or squad- 
man Curtis Thrift develops into one. 
Defensive strengths: Texas may have 
the best line in the country, led by tena- 
cious junior end Shane Dronett. The 
Longhorns will unholster safety Lance 
Gunn after the departure of Stanley 
(Sheriff) Richard. Six other defensive 
returnees received all-conference men- 
tion last season. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Longhorns 
were soft against runs up the middle 
last year and will miss Richard’s lead- 
ership in the secondary. 

Special teams: This is a potential trou- 
ble spot because both standout kicker 
Michael Pollak and punter Alex Waits 
are gone. Redshirt freshman Jason 
Ziegler will inherit the kicking duties, 
while Gardere may handle the punting. 
Key to success: If the Longhorns can 
find some people to catch Gardere’s 
passes, they could duplicate last sea- 
son’s success. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Gardere can’t re- 
gain mobility after injuring his knee 
last spring or the team becomes over- 
confident after last year’s 10 wins. 
Coach David McWilliams says: “I don’t 
want this to be a clone of the 1990 team. 
I'd like that to carry over this year, but 
it won’t happen unless we give the same 
effort. I imagine we'll be on a lot of bul- 
letin boards this season.” 


\3/ TEXAS A&M 


Coach: R.C. Slocum (17-7-1, 2 years). 
1990 record: 9-3-1 (beat sigan Young in Sea 
World Holiday Bowl). SWC: 5-2-1/T3rd. 
Key losses: Mike Arthur, C; Jayson Black, DE; 
Shane Garrett, FL; Larry Horton, S; Albert Jones, 
DE; Darren Lewis, RB; Matt McCall, OT; John 
Miller, NG; Gary Oliver, SE; Mike Pappas, 0G; 
Dennis Ransom, TE; Jason Rockhold, OT; William 
Thomas, LB; Robert Wilson, FB. 
Starters returning: Offense {2}: John Ellisor, G, 6-3/ 
270, Jr.; Bucky Richardson, QB, 6-2/221, Sr. De- 
fense (6): Marcus Buckley, LB, 6-2/233, Jr.; 
Quentin Coryatt, LB, 6-4/243, Sr.; Chris Crooms, 
S, 6-3/ 194, Sr.; Derrick Frazier, CB, 6-0/ 169, Jr.; 
Kevin Smith, CB, 6-0/ 175, Sr.; ‘Anthony Williams, 
LB, 6-2/240, Sr. 
Other key returnees: na Carter, FB, Jr.; Marlin 
Haynes, DB, Sr.; Pat Henry, NG, Sop h. (RS/ 
elbow); Keith McAfee, RB, Sr Billy Mitchell, DB, 
Soph.; Randy Simmons, RB, Sr.; Kevin Tucker, DE, 
Jr. Neste an James Webb, LB, Sr. (RS/ 
knee); Dexter Wesley, OT, Soph. 
Ih newcomers: Sam Adams, DE, Fr.; Patrick Bates, 
S, Soph. (transfer/UCLA); Charles Burrell, DB, 
Fr. (RS); Rick Daniel, WR, Fr.; Greg Hill, RB, Fr. 
(RS); Steve Kenney, DB, Fr. (RS); Kyle Maxfield, 
DB, Fr. (RS); Chris Sanders, WR, Fr.; Steve Solari, 
LB, Soph. (transfer/Purdue); Sean Terry, P, Fr.; 
ya Waguespack, K, Fr.; Junior White, DB, Fr. 


(RS). 

Schedule; Louisiana State, Sept. 14; at Tulsa, Sept. 
21; Southwestern Louisiana, Sept. 28; at Texas 
Tech, Oct. 5; at Baylor, Oct. 19; Houston, Oct. 26; 
at Rice, Nov. 2; at Texas Christian, Nov. 7; Ar- 
kansas, Nov. 16; Southern Methodist, Nov. 23; 
Texas, Nov. 28. 

Nickname: aes 
Site: College Station, Tex. * 


On the move: Baylor’s defensive line has 
so much talent that all-conference tackle 
Santana Dotson will move to end. 


Outlook: Most of the Aggie offense that 
smashed Brigham Young in the Sea 
World Holiday Bowl has departed, but 
the bulk of a titanic defense is back. 
Offensive strengths: Quarterback 
Bucky Richardson isn’t pretty except 
on the scoreboard. The rest of the start- 
ing backfield is gone, but the Aggies 
have capable replacements like Doug 
Carter and Greg Hill. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line was 
decimated by defections and might 
take a long time to rebuild. Thereisn’ta 
wide receiver on campus who has 
caught a touchdown pass. 

Defensive strengths: Cornerback Kevin 
Smith, with 18 career interceptions, is 
the best in the nation at his position. He 
leads a good secondary. Aggressive, 
blitzing linebackers like Anthony Wil- 
liams and Quentin Coryatt are among 
the best in the league. 

Defensive weaknesses: The line has 
been a sore spot for years. All three 
starters are gone, meaning that more 
talented, yet less experienced players 
such as top recruit Sam Adams must 
grow upina hurry. 

Special teams: Both kickers are gone. 
Terry Venetoulias kicked off last sea- 
son and has a powerful leg but has 
never attempted a field goal in college. 
The punting job is up for grabs. R.C. 
Slocum is limiting the 12th Man kick- 
coverage unit—made up of student 
body volunteers—to one man. 

Keys to success: Rebuilding the offen- 
sive line and getting improved play 
from the defensive line. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Richardson goes 
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down or the Aggies fail to devélop an 
adequate passing threat. 

Coach R.C. Slocum says: “You can’t bea 
very good football team without a good 
offensive line. In the 1980s, the New 
York Giants, San Francisco 49ers and 
Washington Redskins proved you win 
championships with a strong ground 
game and defense. That’s the type of 
team I hope we have this year.” 


\4/earion 


Coach: Grant Teaff ( 113-96-6, 19 years; 155- 142- 
8 overall, 28 years). 

1990 record: 6-4-1. SWC; 5-2- 1/T2nd. 

Key lesses: Greg Anderson, SE; Charles Bell, CB; 
Malcolm Frank, CB; pee Howard, ‘DT; Eldwin 
Raphel, TB; Mike Welch 

Starters returning: Offense. (9): Adam Arroyo, T, 6- 
4/285, Sr.; Scott Baehren, C, 6-2/267, Sr.; Melvin 
Bonner, SE, 6-3/ 196, Jr; Jeff Ireland, K, 5-8/ 485, 
Sr.; J.J. Joe, QB, 6- 0/ 182, Soph; Monte Jones, G, 
6- 2/283, St: Mike McKenzie, TE, 6-3/255, Ue 
Robert Strait, FB, 6-0/230, Soph: John Turn- 
paugh, G, 6-3/295, Sr. Defense (8): Kent Bren- 
tham, P, 6- 1/207, Sr.; Lee Bruderer, LB, 6- 1/225, 
dry Santana Dotson, E, 6-5/258, St. Curtis Haf- 
ford, LB, 6- 1/230, Sr.; ‘Brian Hand, LB, 6-4/ 196, 
Sr. Robin Jones, E, 6- 4/265, St; Marcus Lowe, T 
6-3/285, Sr.; Michael McFarland, S,5- 10/169, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Keith Caldwell, 5 Sr. (RS/med- 
ical); Shawn Cravens, LB, Jr; “Scotty Lewis, DT, 
Soph.; David Mims, TB, Jr.; Frankie Smith, CB, Sr. 
(RS/medical); Steve Stutsman, TE, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Marvin Callies, QB, Soph, 
(transfer/Nebraska); Shawn Cravens, LB, Jr. 
JC); Louis Fite, TB, Fr.; Albert Fontenot, DT, Jr, 
JC); Charles Horton, OT, Fr.; Chad Hunter, DB, 
Soph. (transfer/Nebraska). 

Schedule: Texas-El Paso, Sept. 7; at Colorado, Sept. 
14; Missouri, Sept. 21; at Southern Methodist, 
Sept. 28; at Houston, Oct. 5; Rice, Oct. 12; Texas 
A&M, Oct. ie Texas Christian, Oct. 26; at Ar- 
kansas, Nov. 2; Texas Tech, Nov. 16; at geNas; 
Nov. 23. ie 
Nickname: Bears. ¢ 

Site; Waco, Tex. 


Outlook: The Bears came within one 
win of an Independence Bowl berth a 
year ago and are poised to go bowling 
this season. They should have one of the 
conference’s best defenses and, if their 
young running backs come through, 
this could be a big year in Waco. 
Offensive strengths: Robert Strait, the 
school’s most heralded recruit ever, ap- 
pears ready to bust out in a big way as 
the featured runner. He'll have the aid 
of the league’s best offensive line, in- 
cluding guards John Turnpaugh and 
Monte Jones and center Scott Baehren. 
Quarterback J.J. Joe, recovering from 
a broken thumb, is tailor-made for the 
veer offense. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line is good, 
but there’s no depth. David Mims is the 
only tailback of note, so freshmen like 
Clarence McCullough and Louis Fite 
will get a lot of playing time. 

Defensive strengths: Only Texas has a 
better line. There’s so much talent that 
All-SWC tackle Santana Dotson will 
move to end. Underrated end Robin 
Jones mans the other side. The line- 
backers are small but swift. 

Defensive weaknesses: Three starters 
are gone from last year’s outstanding 
secondary. Frankie Smith and Keith 


Continued 


119 


DIVISION I-A 


2 
> 
x 
= 
2 


DIVISION I-A 


= ISN 


BOTERS OF ills YEAR 


David G 
Klingler, QB 
QB, Houston RB 


Shane 

Dronett, 

E, Texas 

fc ener] 


OFFENSE: 

Greg Hill, RB, Texas A&M 
DEFENSE: 

Nigel Ventress, LB, Houston 


Caldwell offer immediate help at cor- 
nerback and free safety, respectively. 
Special teams: Kicker Jeff Ireland can 
hit the long field goal but is inconsis- 
tent. Punter Kent Brentham is OK, but 
the cover units need to improve. 

Keys to success: The Bears must incor- 
porate more passing into their running 
attack and come up with defensive 
backs capable of playing in what has be- 
come a passing league. 

Sure signs of trouble: If Joe suffers an- 
other injury and the tailback position 
isn’t resolved, 

Coach Grant Teaff says: “We'll throw 
more when we can throw. J.J. is a bet- 
ter quarterback than (former Arkansas 
quarterback) Quinn Grovey at the 
same time, but we don’t have any real 
scary receivers.” 


\5/ TEXAS TECH 


poepser ities (24-21- aoe 
record: 4-7. SWC; 3-5/T: 

Ky losses: Gr Brien NT; Mike deLagerheim, P; 
Bill DuBose, OT; Ronald Ferguson, C ». Anthony 
Manyweather, Wr; Charles Rowe, LB; Shane 
Sears, FB; Sammy Walker, CB; Marcus Washing- 
ton, DE; Stephon Weatherspoon, LB. 

Startors returning: Offense (9): Charlie Bae { 
6-4/277, Jr; Rodney Blackshear, WR, 6-1/ 

Sr.; Jason Duvall, ,G,6-3/275, Sr.; Brad Elam, c a 
3/255, Soph.; Lin Elliott, K, 6- 0/180, Sr; Jamie 
Gill, QB, 6- 2/210, Sr; Jeff Hulme, TE, 6-3/235, 
Sr.; " anthony Lynn, RB, §-3/220, Sr.; Bingo Man- 
_oiflas, G, 6-2/275, Soph. Defense (5): Brian Du- 
“ biski, S, 6-2/201, Sr; eke Liscio, LB, 6-1/230, 
Jes Brad Phelps, T, §- 2/250, Jr; Tracy Saul, S, 6- 
0/ ‘180, Jr; Matt Wingo, LB, 6- 4/225, 

Other key ralurneas: Bryan Gerlich, LB, St. Robert 


SOUTHWEST 
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EOEFENSE 

. Name, School Ht. Mt. Class 
RODNEY BLACKSHEAR, Tex. Tech 6-1/180 Sr. 
STEPHEN SHIPLEY, TCU 6-5/215 dr. 
KELLY BLACKWELL, TCU 6-3/242 Sr. 
CHUCK JOHNSON, Texas 6-5/275 Sr. 
ADAM ARROYO, Baylor 6-4/275 Sr. 
SCOTT BAEHREN, Baylor 6-2/271 Sr. 
JOHN TURNPAUGH, Baylor 6-3/295 Sr. 
MONTE JONES, Baylor 6-2/283 Sr. 
DAVID KLINGLER, Houston 6-3/210 Sr. 
BUTCH HADNOT, Texas 6-0/214 Soph. 
TREVOR COBB, Rice 5-9/180 Jr. 

at DEFENSE 

. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
SHANE DRONETT, Texas 6-6/258 Jr. 
SANTANA DOTSON, Baylor 6-5/258 Sr. 
JAMES PATTON, Texas 6-3/272 Sr. 
ANTHONY WILLIAMS, Texas A&M 6-2/240 Sr. 
QUENTIN CORYATT, TexasA&M 6-4/243 Sr. 
NIGEL VENTRESS, Houston 6-1/230 Jr. 
ANTHONY CURL, Texas 6-3/202 Jr. 
KEVIN SMITH, Texas A&M 6-0/175 Sr. 
JERRY PARKS, Houston §-9/173 Sr. 
TRACY SAUL, Texas Tech 6-0/180 Jr. 
LANCE GUNN, Texas 6-3/214 dr. 
Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
ROMAN ANDERSON, Houston 5- 10/180 Sr. 
CHARLES LANGSTON, Houston 6-4/205 Sr. 


Hall, QB, Soph.; Lloyd Hill, WR, Soph.; Donald Mar- 
shall, LB, Soph.; Anthony McDowell, FB, Sr. 
(missed last two seasons/academics); Fred Petty, 
He a Louis Sheffield, FB, Sr.; Anthony Stinnett, 
por. 
Top newcomers: Mark Bounds, P, Sr. (transfer/ 
West Texas State); Jay Clark, OT, Soph. 
(transfer/West Texas State); Shawn Jackson, LB, 
Soph. (transfer/Temple); Chris Kenney, CB, Jr. 
JC); Stance Labay, OT, Jr. (transfer/West Texas 
tate); Larry Starr, FB, Jr. (JC); Damon Wick- 
ware, LB, Fr. (RS). 
Schedule: Cal State Fullerton, Sept. 7; Pan , Sept. 
14; at Wyoming, Sept. 21; Texas Christian, Sept. 
28: Texas A&M, Oct. 5; at Southern Methodist, Oct. 
12; Rice, Oct. 26; at Texas, Nov. 2; Arkansas, Nov. 
9; at Baylor, Nov. 16; at Houston, Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Red Raiders. 
Site: Lubbock, Tex. 


Outlook: The Red Raiders usually are 
picked for a second-division finish and 
will be again this year. No team in the 
league has better overall skill people, 
but until Spike Dykes finds a loophole in 
the rules that allows him to keep his de- 
fense off the field, he’ll have to be con- 
tent to play the role of spoiler. 
Offensive strengths: Jamie Gill and 
Robert Hall offer the league’s best 1-2 
punch at quarterback. They combine 
with receivers Rodney Blackshear and 
Lloyd Hill and four solid running backs 
to key a squad that might light up score- 
boards more often than any SWC team 
except Houston. 

Offensive weaknesses: Line play was 
terrible a year ago—three freshmen 
were regulars—and all but two of the 
top 10 are back. That could give reason 
for more pause than applause. 
Defensive strengths: Matt Wingo may 
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PRESEASON ALL-SOUTHWEST TEAM 


Pos. 
WR 
WR 

TE 


Pos. 
PK 
P 


CURTIS MODKINS, Texas Christian 5- 10/180 Jr. 
ROBERT STRAIT, Baylor 6-0/230 
DEFENSE 

. Name, School HtL/Wt. Class 
ROOSEVELT COLLINS, TCU 6-5/248 Sr. 
ROBIN JONES, Baylor 6-3/266 Sr. 
TOMMY JETER, Texas 6-5/263 Sr. 
RYAN McCOY, Houston 6-3/235 Soph. 
MATT WINGO, Texas Tech 6-1/225 Sr. 
ERIC BLOUNT, Houston 6-1/230 dr. 
CURTIS HAFFORD, Baylor 6-0/235 Sr. 
MARK BERRY, Texas 6-0/182 Sr. 
DERRICK FRAZIER, TexasA&M = 6 -0/ 169 Jr. 
TONY RAND, Texas Christian 5-11/178 Jr. 
PATRICK BATES, Texas A&M 6-4/224 Soph. 

SPECIALISTS 

Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
LIN ELLIOTT, Texas Tech 6-0/180 Sr. 
MARK BOUNDS, Texas Tech 5-11/185 Sr. 


SECOND TEAM 
_ OFFENSE 


Name, School HL/WI. 

JOHN BROWN Ill, Houston 6-3/200 Sr 
VERLOND BROWN, Houston 6-1/175 Sr. 
LYNDY LINDSEY, Arkansas 6-3/245 dr. 
MIKE APPELBAUM, Rice 6-2/260 Jr. 
CHARLIE BIGGURS, TexasTech 6-4/277 Jr. 
BRAD ELAM, Texas Tech 6-3/255 Soph. 
MIKE GISLER, Houston 6-4/300 Sr 
TREY TEICHELMAN, Rice 6-3/275 Sr. 
LEON CLAY, Texas Christian 6-1/206 Jr 


be the steadiest, if not the flashiest, 
middle linebacker in the conference. 
Mike Liscio, the team’s best pass 
rusher, will move from end to outside 
linebacker in a new odd-man front. 
Defensive weaknesses: New corner- 
backs Tony Brown and Donny Brooks 
figure to get on-the-job training. The 
line is thin and devoid of any excep- 
tional talent. 

Special teams: No SWC opponent can 
match Texas Tech’s kick returners. 
Blackshear led the league in kick re- 
turns, Tracy Saul in punt returns. Lin 
Elliott missed only three of 17 field-goal 
attempts last season, and Mark Bounds 
(a transfer from West Texas State, 
which dropped football) averaged more 
than 50 yards per kick in the spring. 
Keys to success: Eliminating big plays 
on defense and improving a horrendous 
turnover ratio. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the defense 
spends more time backpedaling than 
running straight ahead. 

Coach Spike Dykes says: “I’m probably 
wrong, but so much of this stupid stuff 
is chemistry. We have better chemis- 
try; we flat-dab do.” 


ARKANSAS 


Coach: Jack Crowe (3-8, 1 year). 

1990 record: 3-8. SWC: 1-7/8th. 

Key losses: Ken Benson, LB; Del Chunn; CB; Ben 
Floor, S; Shon Flores, OT; Todd Gifford, OG; Quinn 
Grovey, QB; Chad Rolen, DT; Derek Russell, SE. 
Starters returning: Offense (7): Trac Caldwell, FL, 
6-0/ 163, Soph.; Mark Henry, C, 6-5/273, Sr.; 'E.D. 


Jackson, TB, 5- 10/207, Jr.; Lyndy Lindsey, TE, 6- 
3/245, Sr.; Chris Oliver, T, 6-5/268, Soph.; Ra 
Straschinske, G, 6-4/289, Soph.; Todd Wright, K, 
5- 11/169, Jr. Defense (8): Curtis Banks, S, 5-11/ 
192, Sr.; Darwin Ireland, LB, 6-1/211, Soph.; 
Michael James, CB, 6- 1/183, Sr.; Owen Kelly, NG, 
6-0/252, Jr; Scott Long, T, 6-4/260, Jr.; Ty 
Mason, LB, 6-2/226, Sr.; Pete Raether, P, 6-4/ 
200, Soph.; Mick Thomas, LB, 6-2/236, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Gary Adams, OB, Jr.; Richard 
David, S, Jr.; Isaac Davis, 0G, Soph.; Henry Ford, 
DT, Soph.; Alfred Jackson, CB, Soph. (RS/aca- 
Logs Ray Lee Johnson, DE, Jr.; Stephen Walls, 

, Soph. 


Top newcomers: Jason Allen, OB, Fr. (RS); Freddie 
Bradley, TB, Jr. (JC); Carlton Calvin, FB, Fr.; 
Darren Cooley, NG, Jr. (JC); Derrick Dodson, CB, 
Fr. (RS); Tony Jeffery, TB, Jr. (JC); Lee Keith, SE, 
Jr. (transfer/Oklahoma State); Carl Scott, CB, Fr. 
(RS); Curtis Thomas, DT, Fr. (RS/medical). 
Schedule: Miami, Fla. (at Little Rock), Aug. 31; 
Southern Methodist (at Little Rock), Sept. 7; 
Southwestern Louisiana, Sept. 21; at Mississippi, 
Sept. 28; at Texas Christian, Oct. 5; Houston, Oct. 
12; Texas (at Little Rock), Oct. 19; Baylor, Nov. 2; 
at Texas Tech, Nov. 9; at Texas A&M, Nov. 16; 
Rice (at Little Rock), Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Razorbacks. 

Site; Fayetteville, Ark. 


Outlook: Arkansas’ first losing season in 
23 years last fall brought more cries of 
“Whooo, Pig! Phooey!” than “Pig! 
Sooie!” Unless the Razorbacks find a 
trigger man on offense and exorcize the 
1990 demons from their defense (the 
worst in school history), they could go 
without a bowl for the second straight 
season. That hasn’t happened since 
1972-74. 

Offensive strengths: Tailback E.D. 
Jackson is one of the toughest runners 
in the SWC. Flanker Tracy Caldwell 
can be an electrifying receiver and has 
competent help in Demetrius Smith, 
Lyndy Lindsey and Kirk Botkin. 
Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback 
Quinn Grovey, the school’s career total 
offense leader, has departed. Gary 
(Peanut) Adams, one of only two schol- 
arship quarterbacks on campus last 
spring, will try to replace him. He has 
thrown 13 passes in two years. 
Defensive strengths: Mick Thomas is 
one of the league’s smartest and tough- 
est linebackers. Linebacker Darwin 
Ireland is a big playmaker, tackle Scott 
Long is a gutty player and safety Curtis 
Banks is a great cover man. 

Defensive weaknesses: Line play was 
horrid a year ago; no Razorback had 
more than four sacks. The secondary 
and linebackers were burned far too 
many times. 

Special teams: Todd Wright, who con- 
nected on 11 of 14 field-goal tries last 
season, is the most accurate kicker in 
school history. Pete Raether is an ade- 
quate punter. 

Keys to success: The Razorbacks need a 
quarterback, a fullback, an offensive 
line, asecondary.... 

Sure sign of trouble: If the quarterback 
position doesn’t stabilize early on, it'll 
be a long year in Fayetteville. 

Coach Jack Crowe says: “People have to 
be patient with us. We’re about like a 
team that’s been on probation. Any cat- 
egory you list, you can put us down as 
improved—but that may be relative.” 


\7/iatce 


Coach: Fred Goldsmith (7-14-1, 2 years; 9-21-1 
overall, 3 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. SWC: 3-5/T4th. 

Key losses: 0.J. Brigance, LB; Everett Coleman, S; 
Courtney Cravin, WR; Tim Fitzpatrick, DE; Donald 
Hollas, QB; Greg King, CB; Richard Segina, WR. 
Starters returning: Offense (8): Mike Applebaum, T, 
6-2/260, Jr.; Billy Baldwin, T, 6-4/320, Jr; Trevor 
Cobb, RB, 5-9/180, Jr.; Kolis Crier, TE, 6- 1/225, 
Soph.; Eric Henley, WB, 5-8/ 155, Sr.; Chris Miller, 
WR, 5-9/ 160, Jr.; Larry Stuppy, G, 6-4/265, Sr.; 
Trey Teichelman, G, 6-3/275, Sr. Defense (9): 
Shawn Alberding, E, 6-4/260, Jr.; David Griffin, S, 
5- 10/190, Sr.; Clifford Jackson, CB, 5-8/180, Jr.; 
Corey Seymour, T, 6-3/255, Jr.; Matt Sign, NG, 5- 
10/220, Jr.; Terry Thornton, S, 6-0/ 185, Sr.; Joey 
Wheeler, LB, 6-1/215, Jr.; Alonzo Williams, LB, 5- 
11/200, Jr.; Antonio Wilson, CB, 6-0/ 180, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Tony Barker, LB, Sr.; Herschel 
Crowe, WR, Soph.; Charles Gulbronson, DE, Soph.; 
Winston LaVan, WR, Soph.; Jarret Palmieri, S, Jr.; 
Kenneth Pinkston, C, Jr.; Greg. Willig, OB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Sam Baldwin, P, Fr. (RS); Darrell 
Richardson, K, Fr.; Randall Schultz, QB, Fr. (RS); 
Emmett Waldron, LB, Fr.; Sean Washington, CB, 
Soph. (transfer/Purdue). 

Schedule: At Northwestern, Sept. 14; at Tulane, 
Sept. 21; lowa State, Sept. 28; at Texas, Oct. 5; at 
Baylor, Oct. 12; Texas Christian, Oct. 19; at Texas 
Tech, Oct. 26; Texas A&M, Nov. 2; at Southern 
Methodist, Nov. 9; Houston, Nov. 16; Arkansas (at 
Little Rock), Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Owls. 

Site: Houston. 


Outlook: The Owls, who came within 
two points last year of their first win- 
ning season since 1963, are coming off 
their best recruiting season since World 
War II. They have first-rate skill per- 
sonnel. 

Offensive strengths: Only the center 
does not return to a line that helped 
open holes for running back Trevor 
Cobb, a consensus All-SWC pick and 
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Little big man: Evic Henley may be the most versatile player in the Southwest Conference. 
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Rice’s first-ever 1,000-yard rusher. ff i 
Guard Trey Teichelman and tackle ena 
Mike Applebaum are solid, and wing- 
back Eric Henley may be the most ver- 


\ 
=a 


he does, keep hisinterceptionsdown. _ 
Defensive strengths: Former All-SWC 
free safety David Griffin is back after J 
shoulder surgery. Converted running 
back Nathan Bennett is a natural at J 
free safety. Purdue transfer Sean 
Washington will start at cornerback. 
Alonzo Williams is among the SWCelite } 
at outside linebacker. 34 
Defensive weaknesses: Outside of Wil- 7 
liams, the linebackers are question- 9 
able. Matt Sign is a capable noseguard, 
but the Owls must be more physical. 
Special teams: Standout punter/place- 
kicker Clint Parsons is gone. Sopho- 
more Darrell Richardson—who led the | 
conference in strikeouts and walks asa 
baseball pitcher—can’t be as wildasa 
kicker. Punter Sam Baldwin did well @ 
last spring. | 
Keys to success: Finding an adequate 
quarterback and getting improved play 
at linebacker. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the offensive line 
can’t keep the team’s inexperienced J 
quarterbacks standing up straight. 
Coach Fred Goldsmith says: “We'll be 
very improved in the secondary, but 
we're one of the few teams in the league 
that doesn’t have its quarterback re- 
turning.” 


satile player in the conference. | Fi if 
Offensive weaknesses: The quarterback ,= 
job is unsettled. Greg Willig, a backup Rese 
the last two years, must beat out red- = 
shirt freshman Randall Schultz and, if ve i 
' - 
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Freon Leon: Texas Christian's offense is guided by quarterback Leon Clay, who is cool 
under pressure. 


er 


Coach: Jim Wacker (33-54-2, 8 years; 138-87-3 
overall, 20 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. SWC: 3-5/T4th. 

Key losses: Bret Alexander, OT; Richard Booker, LB; 
Larry Brown, CB; Jason Gauble, LB; Levoil Crump, 
$; Bill Elliott, OT; Cedric Jackson, RB; James 
Prather, DT (kicked off team); Mike Sullivan, OG; 
Kenneth Walton, DT. 

Startors returning: Offense (8): Kelly Blackwell, TE, 
6-3/242, Sr.; David Breedlove, C, 6-3/258, Jr.; 
Leon Clay, QB, 6- 1/206, Jr.; John Marsh, G, 6-6/ 
300, Sr.; Kyle McPherson, WR, 5- 10/172, Soph.; 
Curtis Modkins, RB, 5- 10/178, Jr.; Stephen Ship- 
ley, WR, 6-5/2 15, Jr; Jeff Wilkinson, K, 6-0/ 188, 
Jr, Defense (6): Tunji Bolden, E, 6-1/248, Jr; 
Roosevelt Collins, E, 6-5/248, Sr.; Kevin Cord- 
esman, P, 5- 10/ 185, Jr.; Anthony Hickman, CB, 5- 
8/169, Jr.; Tony Rand, S, 5-11/178, Jr; Brad 
Smith, LB, 6-3/230, Jr. 

Other ng relurneas: Reggie Anderson, LB, Soph.; 
Setrick Dickens, RB, Jr.; Greg Evans, S, Soph.; 
Kevin Frye, RB, Jr. (RS/medical); Mike Houston, 
WR, Soph. (RS/medical); Jody Morse, OT, Jr.; 
Mike Noack, TE, Jr.; Matt Vogler, OB, Sr.; Richard 
Woodley, SB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Joshua Coldiron, OL, Jr. (JC); 
rah Lewis, WR, Jr. (JC); Steve Reed, DB, Jr. 


(JC). 

Schedule: New Mexico, Sept. 7; Ball State, Sept. 14: 
at Oklahoma State, Sept. 21; at Texas Tech, Sept. 
28; Arkansas, Oct. 5; at Rice, Oct. 19; at Baylor, 
Oct. 26; Southern Methodist, Nov. 2; Texas A&M, 
Nov. 7; at Texas, Nov. 16; Houston, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Horned Frogs. 

Site: Fort Worth, Tex. 


Outlook: The Horned Frogs haven’t had 
a winning season since 1984, and unless 
Coach Jim Wacker can vastly improve 
a defense that was horrible in 1990, they 
won't have one this year, either. 

Offensive strengths: If not for Houston’s 
David Klingler, Leon Clay would be the 
league’s hottest commodity at quarter- 
back. “Freon Leon” is cool under pres- 
sure and was leading the nation’s fifth- 


best passing offense before he broke his 
thumb at midseason. Tight end Kelly 
Blackwell, wide receiver Stephen Ship- 
ley and slotback Richard Woodley are 
the best trio in the league. 

Offensive weaknesses: Three depar- 
tures have left a huge hole up front, and 
returning guard John Marsh missed the 
spring after knee surgery. Unless the 
line develops rapidly, Clay may be gaz- 
ing at stars most of the year. 

Defensive strengths: Safety Tony Rand 
is outstanding, though the secondary as 
a whole is not. Ends Roosevelt Collins 
and Tunji Bolden are solid. 

Defensive weaknesses: Tackle is a huge 
question mark. Dan Daugherty missed 
spring ball, James Prather was kicked 
off the team after a confrontation with 
an assistant, and former end Alex 
Molina is trying a new position. Line- 
backing depth is skimpy: 

Special teams: Former walk-on Jeff 
Wilkinson made 11 of 17 field-goal at- 
tempts last season, including eight 
straight. Top recruit Mitch Ashley will 
be given every opportunity to unseat 
the erratic Kevin Cordesman at punter. 
Keys to success: Rebuilding almost an 
entire offensive line, finding two reli- 
able defensive tackles and winning a 
game after October. 

Sure signs of trouble: If Clay goes down 
again or is kept on the run after the line 
has broken down. 

Coach Jim Wacker says: ‘I'd hate to 
have all these skill people and not be 
able to get the ball to them if we can’t 
match up in the trenches. Our chances 
at a bowl are as good as they’ve been in 
along time.” 


122 . * The Sporting News 1991 College Football Yearbook 


\9/sou. METHODIST 


Coach: Tom Rossley (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 1- 10. SWC: 0-9/Sth. 

Key losses: Michael Brown, WR; Tre Giller, OT. 
Starters returning: Offense (10): Russell Anderson, 
K, 5-11/170, Jr; Korey Beard, WR, 6- 1/180, Jr.; 
Brian Berry, WR, 5-11/ 165, Soph; Kyle Carroll, T, 
6-4/275, Jr.; Matt Hart, G, 6-3/290, Jr.; Rongea 
Hill, RB, 5- 10/185, Jr.; Mike Romo, QB, 6-0/ 195, 
Jr; Oscar Rosales, G, 5-11/270, Sr.; Matt Wisen- 
baker, C, 6-2/280, Jr.; Jason Wolf, RB, 6-0/200, 
Jr. Defense (12): Jason Bednarz, LB, 6-2/235, Jr.; 
Byron Bonds, E, 6-4/280, Soph.; Cary Brabham, S, 
6-1/200, Jr.; Chris Collins, LB, 6-3/220, Sr.; 
Michael Henderson, LB, 6-2/210, Jr.; Bill Kiely, LB, 
6-0/240, Jr.; Marc Lewis, P, 6-1/180, Soph.; 
Marcus Malonson, CB, 5-8/ 160, Jr.; Mark Martin- 
ez, S, 6- 1/180, Jr.; Uzo Okeke, E, 6-2/ 270, Jr.; 
Chad Patton, NT, 6-2/235, Soph.; Marcello Sim- 
mons, CB, 6- 1/175, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Johnathan Mumphrey, DB, 
Soph; 

Top newcomers; Shawn Couch, T, Fr. 

Schedule: Arkansas (at Little Rock), Sept. 7; at 
Vanderbilt, Sept. 14; Baylor, Sept. 28; at Tulane, 
Oct. 5; Texas Tech, Oct. 12; at Houston, Oct. 19; 
Texas, Oct. 26; at Texas Christian, Nov. 2; Rice, 
Nov. 9; at Texas A&M, Nov. 23; Tulsa, Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Mustangs. 

Site: Dallas. 


Outlook: The Mustangs adopted the 
theme “Watch the Sparks Fly” for 1991, 
but first-year Coach Tom Rossley must 
hope those good intentions aren’t 
quickly incinerated. He has only seven 
seniors and 61 scholarship players and 
must contend with a 10-game losing 
streak that easily could lengthen. 
Offensive strengths: Rossley, the Mus- 
tangs’ former offensive coordinator 
who spent last year with the Atlanta 
Falcons, is familiar with quarterback 
Mike Romo, who is coming off knee 
surgery, and versatile receiver/run- 
ning back Jason Wolf. With Romo, Wolf 
and four two-year starters on the line, 
the Mustangs will throw deep. 
Offensive weaknesses: The running 
game was nearly invisible last year (416 
yards rushing in the last 10 games). 
Defensive strengths: All 11 starters are 
back from a team that showed modest 
improvement by giving up 73 fewer 
points than in 1989. The unit has capable 
performers in rugged linebacker Bill 
Kiely, pass-rushing end Byron Bonds 
and All-SWC free safety Cary Brabham. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Mustangs’ 
line is small, easily overrun and slow at 
getting to the quarterback. 

Special teams: Place-kicker Russell 
Anderson is almost as adept at recover- 
ing onside kicks (three in two years) as 
he is kicking field goals (seven-of 10 last 
season). Left-footed punter Marc Lewis 
is adequate, and cover squads must 
continue the improvement shown in ’90. 
Keys to success: Providing Romo with 
better protection than last year (SMU 
quarterbacks went down 54 times) and 
developing some kind of running game. 
Sure sign of trouble: If injured nose 
tackle Kenny Rea can’t return from 
knee surgery and Romo doesn’t get up 
after a sack. 

Coach Tom Rossley says: “I want our 
team to gain some identity this year. I 
want them to become somebody. We've 
paid our dues.” @ 


Ascending: Baylor and Rice. It’s been 
five years since Baylor has won more 
than six games in a season, but the 
Bears have one of the league’s best de- 
fenses and are coming off perhaps 
their best recruiting season ever. No 
one motivates a 

team better than @=" 

Grant Teaff. Rice 
came within an 
eyelash of its first 
winning season in 
27 years last sea- 
son, and Fred Gold- 
smith is one of the 
rising stars in the 
coaching profes- 
sion. The Owls 
should have lots to 
hoot about in 1991. 
Descending: Ar- 
kansas. As hard as 
it is to believe, the Razorbacks may 
show little progress from their 3-8 dis- 
aster of last season. Their opener? 
Miami. Yes, that Miami. 

Nightmare schedule: Houston. The 
Cougars play three 1990 bowl teams, 
two of them (Miami and Illinois) on 
the road and Louisiana Tech at home. 
That’s in addition to a rugged league 
schedule in an up year for the SWC. 
Dream schedule: Texas Christian 
edges out Rice by virtue of having 
New Mexico and Ball State at home 
before traveling to slumping Ok- 
lahoma State. 

Best matchup of the year: Houston at 
Texas A&M, October 26. Five points is 
all that has separated these two teams 
in three of the last four years. The 
game will not be played on the same 
weekend as Texas-Oklahoma this 
year and finally will get the attention 
it deserves. 

Worst matchup of the year: Miami at 
Arkansas, August 31. Mama, don’t let 
the little ones watch too much of this. 
Remember last year’s Cotton Bowl? 
This may be as bad. 

Shocker of the year: TCU will beat 
Texas A&M on November 7. No- 
vember is kinder to turkeys than it is 
to the Horned Frogs, but Jim 
Wacker’s talent-laden offense will 
upset the Aggies in a special ESPN 
Thursday-night game. Texas Chris- 
tian needs a big win to impress the 
bowl scouts. This will be it. 

Bowl bound: Houston, Texas, Texas 
A&M and Baylor are probables. Rice, 
Texas Tech and TCU have a shot. Ar- 
kansas doesn’t. 

Biggest shoes to fill: Houston super- 
back Chuck Weatherspoon’s. Coach 
John Jenkins will try to replace the 
all-purpose star with one of four can- 
didates. TiAndre Sanders and Louis- 
iana State transfer Torrin Polk are 
the favorites. Weatherspoon never got 
the credit he deserved for making 
Houston’s offense such a force. 
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Bost offensive ting: 
Baylor 

Best offensive backtield: 
Texas 

Best hackup quarterback: 


Best wide receivers: 
Texas Christian 


Bost clutch raceiver: 


Bost defensive line: 
Texas 


[eS eran ase 


Robert Hall, Texas Tech 


Stephen Shipley, Texas Christian - 


Most underrated player: Rodney 
Blackshear, WR/KR, Texas Tech. 
He’s Rocket Ismail without TV. 
Blackshear catches everything 
thrown to him and is as good a kick re- 


Bost-hitting defensive lineman: 
Shane Dronett, Texas 


Bast linebackers: 
Texas A&M 


Best-hitting linebacker: 


Anthony Williams, Texas A&M 
Best socondary: 

Texas A&M 

Bast-hitting defensive back: 
Tony Rand, Texas Christian Best 


Best kicking gama: 
Houston 


Ri ¢| 


Rushing: Trevor Cobb, Rice, 120.5 yards/game 
(283 att., 1325 yds., 10 TDs, 4.7 avg.). 
Passing sfficiency: J.J. Joe, Baylor, 158.2 rating 
pts. (73. att., 43 comp., 714 yds., 5 TDs). 
Total offense: David Klingler, Houston, 474.6 
yds./game (81 yds. rushing, 5140 yds. pass- 
ing, 5221 total yds.). 
Receiving: Tracy Good, Houston, 6.1 rec./game 
{67 rec., 616 yds.,5 TDs, 9.2 avg.). 
Scoring: Roman Anderson, Houston, 10.5 pts./ 
game (0 TDs, 58 PATs, 19 FGs, 115 pts.). 
Punting: Pete Raether, Arkansas, 40.4 avg. (24 
punts, 969 yds. ). 
Punt returns: Tracy Saul, Texas Tech, 11.3 avg. 
(24 att, 270 yds., 1TD). 

~ Kickoff returns: Rodney Blackshear, Texas 
Tech, 24.8 avg. (25 att., 621 yds., 11D). 
Field goals: Roman Anderson, Houston, 1.7 FG/ 
game (19/25 FGs, 76% ). 
Interceptions: Jerry Parks, Houston, 0.7 int./ 
game (8int., 124 yds. 1 TD). 


Dual personalities: Texas Tech 
receiver Rodney Blackshear doubles 
as a dangerous kick returner. 
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Best kick- coverage unils: 
Texas Tech 
_ Best coaching staff; 
Texas A&M 
Best coach: 
John Jenkins, Houston 
Bast Heisman candidate: 
David Klingler, QB, Houston 
pro prospect: 
David Klingler, QB, Houston 


turner as the SWC has ever had. 
Impact newcomers: Patrick Bates, S, 
Texas A&M, Soph. (transfer/UCLA); 
Greg Hill, RB, Texas A&M, Fr. (RS); 
Nigel Ventress, LB, Houston, Soph. 
(transfer/Louisiana State); Fred 
Gilbert, WR, Hous- 
ton, Soph. (trans- 
fer/UCLA); Fred- 
die Bradley, TB, 
Arkansas, Jr. (JC); 
Louis Fite, RB, 
Baylor, Fr.; Steve 
Clements, QB, 
Texas, Fr. (RS). 
Coach of the year: 
John Jenkins, 
A Houston. This man 
can flat-out coach, 
and this season 
he’ll show he’s not 

: just an offensive 
coordinator. 
Coach on the hot seat: Jack Crowe, 
Arkansas. Razorback fans—and Ath- 
letic Director Frank Broyles—have 
never been known for their patience. 
It will be tested again. 
Best bets: David Klingler will win the 
Heisman—unless he throws 20 touch- 
down passes against Southern Meth- 
odist in a 150-0 Houston rout... . Rice 
will have its first winning season 
since 1963. The Owls have had eight 
head coaches since then... . The SWC 
will have four bowl teams for the first 
time since 1986. .. . Texas Tech quar- 
terback Jamie Gill will get hurt on the 
way to practice. ... Texas’ Shane 
Dronett will get 25 sacks. ... TCU’s 
Wacker will say he’s under no pres- 
sure to win and expects to win all his 
games. ... New SMU Coach Tom 
Rossley will find out why Forrest 
Gregg gave up that job to become the 
school’s athletic director. 
Odds and ends: TCU defensive tackle 
Dan Dougherty missed almost all of 
spring ball when his reserve unit was 
called to duty at Fort Sill, Okla. He 
was not injured while training as an 
artillery fire direction specialist but 
did suffer a kidney injury two days 
after returning for the final week of 
spring practice... . An exchange stu- 
dent from Norway, Lars Olson, 
showed up at Goldsmith’s doorstep in 
the spring and may handle the Owls’ 
kickoff duties. ‘““‘He’d never kicked a 
football before in his life,” the Rice 
coach said. “He’s hit a field goal from 
53 yards.” ... Arkansas running back 
Freddie Bradley of Moorpark (Calif.) 
Junior College broke three of O.J. 
Simpson's junior college records, in- 
cluding total yards. ... Texas A&M’s 
Kevin Smith needs one interception to 
set an SWC career record with 19.... 
Texas quarterback Peter Gardere in- 
jured a knee in the spring but did not 
need surgery. 

—KIRK BOHLS 
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BYU has the top gunslinger, but is it top gun? 


By DON NORCROSS 
San Diego Tribune 


éRe rab a pen and a piece of paper. 

G Draw a vertical half-circle. At 
the bottom of the half-circle, 

draw a short line straight down. Just 

below the end of the line, place a dot. 

Look something like a question 
mark? Great. Because ‘that’s exactly 
what the Western Athletic Conference 
race looks like this year. 

The temptation, as usual, is to put 
Brigham Young at thectop and say the 
other eight teams will fight it out for 
second place. After all, it doesn’t hurt 
when one of your returning starters 
owns a Heisman Trophy. 

But there’s one problem. Ty Detmer 
couldn’t lift his trophy last spring, 
much less throw a football. He under- 
went surgery on his right shoulder after 
the Cougars were mugged, 65-14, by 
Texas A&M in the Sea World Holiday 
Bowl. Detmer didn’t take one snap in 
spring practice. 

Detmer aside, it’s on the other side of 
the ball where skeptics have their 
= doubts about this team. The Cougars 
4. collapsed on defense in their final two 
games of 1990, giving up 59 points to 
j] Hawaii before Texas A&M ambushed 
them for 65 more at the Holiday Bowl. 
(In contrast, BYU allowed 125 points in 
| its seven previous games.) Iraq showed 
a better defense. 

So who'll challenge the Cougars in 
4 ‘91? The most logical candidate is up- 
® and-coming Colorado State. The Rams 
went to their first bowl game in 42 years 
last season and prospered playing 
Coach Earle Bruce’s physical style. 

Every coach in the conference thinks 
San Diego State—even without stand- 
out quarterback Dan McGwire—vwill 
contend for the WAC title. The Aztecs 
return 14 starters, but seven of them 
play on a defense that allowed an aver- 
age of 35 points per game. 

The burning question in this league, 
however, may be this: Will Air Force 
throw a touchdown pass? Of the 106 
schools that played NCAA Division I-A 
football in 1990, Air Force was the only 
one not to throw a touchdown pass. 

“That’s all we did in the spring,” Fal- 
cons Coach Fisher DeBerry said. “If 
you’d have seen us practice, you’d have 
thought we were BYU.” 


BRIGHAM YOUNG 


Coach: LaVell Edwards ( 175-59-1, 19 years). 

1990 record: 10-3 (lost to Texas A&M in Sea World 
Holiday Bowl). WAC: 7- 1/ 1st. 

Key losses: Jim Balmforth, OG; Matt Bellini, HB; 
Andy Boyce, WR; Norman Dixon, DB; Alema Fit- 
isemanu, LB; Neal Fort, OT; Pete Harston, DT; Rich 
Kaufusi, DT; Mike Keim, OT; Brian Mitchell, DB: 
Brent Nyberg, WR; Chris Smith, TE; Mark Smith, 
NG; Robert Stephens, C. 

Starters returning: Offense (4): Ty Detmer, QB, 6-0/ 
175, Sr.; Earl Kauffman, K/P, 6-0/190, Sr.; Bryan 
May, T, 6-7/290, Sr.: Peter Tuipulotu, HB, 5-11/ 
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| ORDER OF FINISH _| 


1. BRIGHAM YOUNG 
2. SAN DIEGO STATE 
3. COLORADO STATE 
4. WYOMING 

5. HAWAII 

6. AIR FORGE 

7. UTAH 

8. TEXAS-EL PASO 
9. NEW MEXICO 
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205, Sr. Defense {6}: Rocky Biegel, LB, 6-2/225, 
Sr.; Tony Crutchfield, CB, 5-10/190, Sr.; Scott 
Giles, LB, 6-4/225, Sr.; Derwin Gray, S, 5- 10/ 185, 
Jr.; Shad Hansen, LB, 6- 1/240, Jr.; Jared Leavitt, 
LB, 6-4/237, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Josh Arnold, S, Sr.; Scott 
Brumfield, OT, Jr. (RS); Scott Charlton, FB, Sr.; 
Eric Drage, WR, Soph.; Mike Empey, OT, Soph. 
(back from church mission); Eli Herring, OT, Soph. 
aa from church mission); Micah Matsuzaki, 

ur. 

Top newcomers: Ryan Hancock, QB, Fr. (RS); Pat- 
rick Mitchell, DB, Fr. (RS); Courtney Overstreet, 
DB, Jr. (JG); Paul Pitts, CB, Jr. (JC); Kendall 
PurcellyLB, Soph. (Prop 42). 


Best of the best: San Diego State’s 
Patrick Rowe is considered the best wide 
receiver in the country. 


SS ED 
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Schedule; Florida State (at Anaheim, Calif.), Aug. 
29; at UCLA, Sept. 7; at Penn State, Sept. 21; Air 
Force, Sept. 28; Utah State, Oct. 4; Texas-El Paso, 
Oct. 12; Hawaii, Oct. 19; at New Mexico, Oct. 26; at 
Colorado State, Oct. 31; eat Noy. 9; at San 
Diego State, Nov. 16; Utah, Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Cougars. 

Site: Provo, Utah. 


Outlook: The rap against the Cougars 
used to be their soft schedule, which 
was the main knock against them when 
they won the national championship in 
1984. Not anymore. BYU opens this 
year against Florida State, UCLA and 
Penn State, none of them at home. Ty 
Detmer’s arm will be fine, but the de- 
fense gives no such assurance. 
Offensive strengths: The quarterback 
isn’t too bad, and there’s talent around 
him. Micah Matsuzaki leads an inexpe- 
rienced but skilled group of receivers. 
Running back Peter Tuipulotu likes to 
leave footprints on opponents’ jerseys. 
Offensive weaknesses: Last season’s 
four top pass catchers are gone, as are 
four starting linemen. Considering the 
Texas A&M massacre, however, the 
latter might be a blessing. A replace- 
ment also must be found for All- 
America tight end Chris Smith. 
Defensive strengths: The WAC’s best 
linebacking crew resides in Provo. Sen- 
ior inside man Rocky Biegel is entering 
his fourth year as a starter. : 
Defensive weaknesses: With no starters 
and only one player with experience re- 
turning on the line, putting heat on the 
quarterback will be a problem. 

Special teams: Earl Kauffman again 
will handle both the punting and place- 
kicking. New people must be found to 
return kicks. 

Key to success: Protecting Detmer. 
Know what the Heisman Trophy looks 
like? If his offensive line breaks down, 
that will be Detmer stiff-arming enemy 
linemen. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Detmer is check- 
ing into Provo General instead of New 
York’s Downtown Athletic Club in early 
December. 

Coach LaVell Edwards says: “It would 
be a very big mistake for people to ex- 
pect Ty to duplicate the numbers he had 
last year. He can’t put that kind of pres- 
sure on himself. If the team plays well, 
the numbers will take care of them- 
selves.” 


SAN DIEGO STATE 


Coach: Al Luginbill (12- 10-1, 2 years). 

1990 record: 6-5. WAC: 5-2/3rd. 

Key losses: Marlon Andrews, CB; Dennis Arey, WR; 
Tracey Mao, LB; Dan McGwire, QB; Jimmy Raye, 
WR; Pio Sagapolutele, DE; Nick Subis, OT; Jason 
Swaney, DE. 

Starters returning: Offense (6}: Jim Jennings, G, 6- 
4/295, Sr.; Kevin Macon, C, 6-2/260, Sr.; Tony 
Nichols, T, 6-5/290, Jr; Patrick Rowe, WR, 6-1/ 
200, Sr.; Ray Rowe, TE, 6-3/245, Sr.; Andy 
Trakas, K, 5-8/ 185, Jr. Defense (8}: Andy Coviello, 
LB, 6-0/215, Sr.; Eric Duncan, NT, 6-0/260, Sr.; 


Lou Foster, LB, 5- 10/225, Sr.; Robert Griffith, S, 
§-11/200, Jr.; Chris Johnson, S, 6-0/ 195, Soph.; 
Damon Pieri, S, 6-0/ 185, Jr.; Jason Savorn, P, 6- 
1/200, Soph.; Gary Taylor, CB, 5-10/ 180, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Carlson Leomiti, OG, Soph.; 
David Lowery, QB, Soph.; Steve Matuszewicz, DE, 
dr. (RS/medical); Larry Maxey, RB, Jr.; Cree 
Morris, QB, Soph.; Ramondo Stallings, DL, Soph.; 
T.C. Wright, RB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Brandon Bejarano, OT, Fr. (RS); 
Scott Catlin, CB, Jr. (JC); Chris Chiarappa, WR, Jr. 
(transfer/Northern Arizona); Jamal Duff, LB, Fr. 
(RS/medical); Fred Harris, DE/LB, Fr.; Michael 
Landry, CB, Fr.; Darrell Lewis, DB, Soph. 
(transfer/Ohio State); John McCartney, DB, Fr.; 
Tyrone Morrison, LB, Soph. (transfer/Ohio State); 
Darnay Scott, WR, Fr.; Alex Semenik, TE, Jr. (JC); 
bra Ziegler, TE, Fr. (RS); Louis Zumstein, OT, Fr. 


(RS). 

Schedule; Long Beach State, Sept. 8; Pacific, Sept. 
14; at Air Force, Sept. 21; UCLA, Sept. 26; at 
Hawaii, Oct. 5; New Mexico, Oct. 12; at UTEP, Oct. 
19; at Utah, Oct. 26; Wyoming, Nov. 2; Colorado 
State, Nov. 9; Brigham Young, Nov. 16; at Miami 
(Fla.), Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Aztecs. 

Site: San Diego. 


Outlook: Coach Al Luginbill seems to 
have this program on the right track. 
The Aztecs have put together consecu- 
tive winning seasons for the first time 
since 1981-82 and have their sights set 
on a bowl invitation this year. To 
achieve that goal, however, they must 
plug a leaky defense that has given up 


: if 
pal averape Of es Points Den eame.cven One up on the competition: Colorado State has the Western Athletic Conference's leading ¥_ 


the last four seasons. . : 
Offensive strengths: Patrick Rowe is THERGTAS Britax Copelont es ——————— 


the best wide receiver in the country. | all 
Brian Copeland and a speedy pass- e 


Four starting linemen return to Divi- 
sion I-A’s third-ranked offense of 1990. \3/cotorapo STATE 


The Aztecs’ top five rushers, including 


catching threat in split end Greg Pri- 
mus. Moving the ball, therefore, 
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senior T.C. Wright, are back as well. Coach: Earle Bruce (14-9-1, 2 years; 146-75-2 shouldn't be a struggle. ie 
Offensive weaknesses: Whoever re- overall, 19 years). } : Offensive weaknesses: A fullback must fF = 
places departed quarterback Dan sem Bow WAG Herta) in Anaheim Free- be found to replace the departed Todd JP—-7" im 


McGwire will be inexperienced. That’s 
not an ideal situation for an offense that 
requires the quarterback to throw 40 
times per game. The choice is between 
redshirt sophomores Cree Morris and 


Yert, who scored 17 touchdowns a year 
ago. Kevin Verdugo split time with oth- [PP] 
ers at quarterback in 1990, but the ball’s #_. 
all his now. | 

Defensive strengths: Cornerback 7 


. 
ih 


Key losses: Tony Branch, WR; Andy Byrne, DB; 
Robert Chirico, DT; Scott Doerr, OT; Mike Gimenez, 
QB; Paul Hanks, OT; John Laurita, 0G; Doug 
Lindner, TE; Tim Luke, P; Steve Rule, LB; Eric 
Schaller, DT; Todd Yert, FB. 

Starters returning: Offense {7}: Jason Basso, T, 6-6/ 


f 


rl 


“4 


David Lowery, with Morris the favor- 
ite. 

Defensive strengths: There are few 
strengths when a team gives up 30 or 
more points eight times, as San Diego 
State did in 1990. But a secondary 
headed by hard-hitting safety Robert 
Griffith should be decent. 

Defensive weaknesses: There’s almost 
no pass rush. The Aztecs had only 20 
sacks last year, a pathetic figure in a 
league as pass-happy as the WAC. 
Special teams: Junior place-kicker 
Andy Trakas made 13 straight field 
goals last season before missing his last 
three in San Diego State’s 30-28 season- 
ending loss to Miami (Fla.). Sophomore 
Jason Savorn returns as the punter. 
Key to success: The defense must follow 
Olivia Newton-John’s advice and get 
physical. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the Aztecs start 
returning more kickoffs than any other 
team in the nation. 

Coach Al Luginbill says: “Our ability to 
compete for the conference champion- 
ship will depend upon how much we im- 
prove defensively. We improved a year 
ago, but it came too late in the season. 
We've got to get off to a faster start.” 


283, Jr.; Mike Brown, K, 5-11/199, Sr.; Brian 
Copeland, TB, 5-9/ 195, Sr.; Mike Padilla, C, 6-0/ 
244, Sr.; Greg Primus, SE, 5-11/172, Jr.; Kevin 
Verdugo, QB, 6-3/210, Sr.; Adam Whitmer, G, 6- 
3/242, Sr. Defense (5): Harlan Carroll, CB, 5-11/ 
180, Jr.; Otis Hamilton, LB, 6-0/221, Jr.; Selwyn 
Jones, CB, 6-0/181, Sr.; Kevin Lynch, LB, 6-3/ 
232, Jr.; Bob Stratman, S, 6-0/ 189, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Tony Carr, TB, Jr.; Billy Gon- 
Zales, FL, Jr.; Doug Hutchins, OT, Jr.; Sylvester 
Mabry, CB, Jr.; Skip Shirlau, DL, Sr.; Chauncey 
Sims, CB, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Lewis Capes, DT, Jr. (JC); Chris 
Duechar, LB, Jr. (JC); John Iviow, RB, Jr. (trans- 
fer/Northwestern); Mike McGee, P, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule; Arkansas State, aes 1; Air Force, Sept. 
7; at Nebraska, Sept. 14; at Southern Mississippi, 
Sept. 21; Hawaii, Sept. 28; at Texas-El Paso, Oct. 
5; at Utah, Oct. 19; at nA vl 3 Oct. 26; Brigham 
Young, Oct. 31; at San Diego State, Nov. 9; New 
Mexico, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Rams. 

Site: Fort Collins, Colo. 


Outlook: What do the Rams do for an en- 
core? They qualified for a bowl game 
last season for the first time since 1948, 
but Cinderella seasons don’t happen 
every year. There are a lot of holes to 
fill in both lines, and a repeat of 1990 
isn’t expected at Fort Collins. Nor isa 
trip back to the pre-Earle Bruce era. 

Offensive strengths: Colorado State has 
the conference’s leading rusher in 


Selwyn Jones, already the school’s all- § 
time interception leader with 15, leads jj 


what may be the league’s best second- 


ary. Linebacker Otis Hamilton wassec- 
ond on the team with 133 tackles last i 


year. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Rams lost 
all three starters up front, and each | 
was among the school’s all-time top 
seven in sacks. Help is needed in a 
hurry. 

Special teams: Four-year punter Tim 
Luke is gone, and junior college trans- 


fer Mike McGee is his likely replace- 9 
ment. Mike Brown is a capable place- | 


kicker, but snapping and holding prob- 
lems must be solved. 


Key to success: Developing a defensive 


line that can put enough pressure on op- | 
posing quarterbacks to give the second- | 
ary a fighting chance. 


Sure sign of trouble: If opposing quar- 


terbacks are wearing clean uniforms in 
the fourth quarter. 

Coach Earle Bruce says: “We've lost a 
lot of good football players. We've got to 
reload a little bit, but Ido think we have 
the nucleus of a good team.” 


Continued 
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OFFENSE: 


Frank Dolce, QB, Utah PK 
DEFENSE: P 


Paul Pitts, CB, Brigham Young 
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Coach: Joe Tiller (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 9-4. WAC; 5-3/4th. sees 
Key losses: Dan Cudworth, OT; Jay Daffer, RB; 
Mitch Donahue, rae ae Fittje, OG; Pete Gosar, 
LB; Robert Midget, LB; Jim Scifres, OG; Mark 
Timmer, FB; Shawn Wiggins, WR; Gordy Wood, TE; 
Starrs real: Ofease (5): Tom Cor 
is (5}: Tom Corontzos, OB, 
6-3/193, Sr.; ean "Tent . K/P, 6-3/ 190, Sr.z 
Robert Rivers, WR, 5-9/162, Sr.; Mitch Rose- - 
brough, T, 6-5/262, Sr.; Quentin Skinner, C, 6-2/. 
247, Sr. Delenss (7): Brian Bowker, S, 6- 1/196, 
Soph.; Steve Clooten, T, 6-5/245, Soph.; Efrem 
Haymore, CB, Sa tate Rigby, E, 6- 
5/255, Sr; Jarod Thiele, LB, 6-2/213, Jr; Paul 
Wallace, CB, 6- 1/198, Jr.; Thomas Williams, E, 6- 
4/265, Jr ans 
_ Other key returnees: Dwight Driver, RB, Sr. : 
Top newcomers: Phil Cafferty, OL, Fr. (RS); Chad 
Cahoon, LB, Jr. (JC); Ike Chima, LB, Fr. es ‘ 
Eddie Donald, DB, Fr. (RS); Mike Gaines, LB, Soph. 
(JC); Dan Jensen, OL, Fr. (RS); Scott Mimnaugh, 
TE, dr. (JC); Jeff Pinnick, DT, Fr. (RS). : 
Schedule; Hawaii, Aug. 31; at Colorado, Sept. 7; 
Southwestern Louisiana, Sept. 14; Texas Tech, 
Sept. 21; Texas-El Paso, wai 28; at Air Force, 
Oct. 5; Utah, Oct. 12; at New Mexico, Oct. 19; Col- 
orado Stats, Oct. 26; at San Diego State, Nov. 2; at 
am Young, Nov. 9. - 
iceeue outs 


Site: Laramie, Wyo. 


Outlook: New Coach Joe Tiller was the 
Cowboys’ offensive coordinator when 
Wyoming won WAC titles in 1987 and 
’88. He said the current offense will be 
refined, not remodeled. It better be im- 
proved. After winning their first nine 
games a year ago, the Cowboys lost 
their last four, averaging just 14 points 
in those losses. 

Offensive strengths: There’s talent at 
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OFFENSE 


Name, Schoo! 


HL/Wt. Class 
PATRICK ROWE, San DiegoState 6-1/200 Sr. 
BRYAN ROWLEY, Utah 5-9/174 Jr. 
GREG PRIMUS, Colorado State §-11/172 dr. 
TONY NICHOLS, San DiegoState 6-5/290 Jr. 
BRYAN MAY, Brigham Young 6-7/290 Sr. 
SHAWN CHING, Hawaii 6-0/270 Sr. 
ADAM WHITMER, Colorado State 6-3/242 Sr. 

CARLSON LEOMITI, San Diego St. 6-3/340 Soph. 

TY DETMER, Brigham Young 6-0/175 Sr. 
BRIAN COPELAND, Colorado State 5-9/195 Sr. 
T.C. WRIGHT, San Diego State 5- 10/190 Sr. 

SH DEFENSESS es 

. Name, School HL/Wt Class 
THOMAS WILLIAMS, Wyoming 6-4/265 dr. 
DAVE CHAYTORS, Utah 6-2/253 dr. 
DOUG RIGBY, Wyoming 6-5/255 Sr. 
ANTHONY DAVIS, Utah 6-1/225 Sr. 

BARRON WORTHAM, UTEP 5-11/235 Soph. 
ROCKY BIEGEL, Brigham Young 6-2/225 Sr. 
VERGIL SIMPSON, Air Force 6-1/210 Jr. 
PAUL WALLACE, Wyoming 6-1/198 dr. 
SELWYN JONES, Colorado State 6-0/181 Sr. 
TONY PANG-KEE, Hawaii 5-8/175 Sr. 
Jr. 


HARLAN CARROLL, Colorado St. 5-11/180 


Name, School HL/WI. 


JASON ELAM, Hawaii 5-11/ 185 
EARL KAUFFMAN, Brigham Young 6-0/ 190 


the skill positions. Robert Rivers is a 
dangerous receiving threat who aver- 
aged 22 yards per catch last year. Run- 
ning back Dwight Driver deserves a 
middle name like Pile. 

Offensive weaknesses: No one will con- 
fuse quarterback Tom Corontzos with 
Randall Cunningham. Scrambling isn’t 
his strong suit. Nor does he have a ba- 
zooka arm. And with a shaky line in 
front of Corontzos, Wyoming would be 
well advised to stay out of third-and- 
long situations. 

Defensive strengths: Mitch Donahue 
may be property of the San Francisco 
49ers now, but the line is still excellent. 
Thomas Williams and Doug Rigby (who 
combined for 19 sacks last year) lead an 
active front. 

Defensive weaknesses: If trades were 
allowed in college football, a good one 
would be a Wyoming defensive lineman 
for a BYU linebacker. The Cowboys 
have only one linebacker with starting 
experience on their roster. 

Special teams: Sean Fleming handles 
the kicking and punting chores. He was 
19 of 29 on field goals last year, but eight 
of the misses were from more than 40 
yards. Rivers is an excellent punt re- 
turner. ; 

Key to success: Corontzos must be con- 
sistent throughout the season. 

Sure sign of trouble: If at the same time 
Rivers is running around wide open, 
waving his hands for a pass, Corontzos 
is running around for his life. 

Coach Joe Tiller says: “You know what 
they say: A new head coach is never 
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PRESEASON ALL-WESTERN ATHLETIC TEAM 


SECOND TEAM 
(PP OFFENSE 
Name, School HtL/ Wt. 
DARRICK BRANCH, Hawaii §-11/195 Jr. 
CARL WINSTON, New Mexico 6-0/187 Soph. 
ROBERT RIVERS, Wyoming §-9/162 Sr. 
STEED LOBOTZKE, Air Force 6-5/243 Sr. 
JASON BASSO, Colorado State 6-6/283 Jr. 
KEVIN MACON, San DiegoState 6-2/260 Sr. 
MITCH KAAIALII, Hawaii 6-4/275 Sr. 
STEVE SLATER, New Mexico 6-3/280 Sr. 
ROB PEREZ, Air Force 6-1/182 Sr. 
JAMAL FARMER, Hawaii §-11/220 Jr. 
JASON JONES, Air Force 5-10/205 Sr. 
“DERENSE Sn 
. Name, School HL/Wt Class 
JIM BELLAMY, Utah 6-2/245 Sr. 
MIKE SMITH, New Mexico 6-2/239 Sr. 
DELMAR JOHNSON, Hawaii 5-9/245 Sr. 
OTISHAMILTON, ColoradoState 6-0/221 Jr. 
HERMAN TALLEY, Hawaii 6-4/235 Sr. 
SCOTT GILES, Brigham Young 6-4/225 Sr. 
PETE SHUFELT, Texas-ElPaso 6-2/230 Jr. 
LaVON EDWARDS, Utah §-10/176 Sr. 
CARLTON McDONALD, Air Force 6-0/185 Jr. 
SHANON YATES, Air Force 6-0/194 Sr. 
ROBERT GRIFFITH, San Diego St. 5-11/200 Jr. 
Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
JOE WOOD, Air Force 6-1/205 Sr. 
JASON CHRIST, Air Force 5-11/185 Sr. 


more popular than before his first 
game. Check in with me in November 
and I'll let you know how popular lam.” 


\S/Hawall 


Coach: Bob Wagner (30- 18-1, 4 years). 
1990 record: 7-5. WAC: 4-4/5th. 
Key losses: Garrett Gabriel, OB; Zerin Khan, K; Larry 
Khan-Smith, WR; David Maeva, DB; Dane McAr- 
thur, RB; Kim McCloud, CB; Mark Odom, LB; Sean 
Robinson, OT; Tavita Sagapolu, OG; Alan Smith, 
06; David Tanuvasa, DT; Mike Tresler, S. 
Starters returning: Offense (5): Darrick Branch, WR, 
§-11/195, Jr.; Shawn eed C, 6-0/270, Sr.; 
Jamal Farmer, RB, 5- 11/220, Jr.; Mitch Kaaialii, G, 
6-4/275, Sr.; Jeff Sydner, SB, 5-8/ 175, Jr. Defense 
{7}: Akili Calhoun, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Kenny Harper, 
CB, 5-9/170, Sr.; Winston Haynes, P, 6-0/190, 
Sr.; Tony Pang-Kee, S, 5-8/175, Sr.; Maa Tan- 
uvasa, T, 6-3/270, Soph.; Terry Whitaker, LB, 5- 
11/205, Sr.; Manly Williams, LB, 6- 1/225, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Michael Carter, QB, Soph.; 
Jason Elam, K/P, Jr. (missed all but three ‘90 
daddies Delmar Johnson, DL, Sr.; Herman 
alley, LB, Sr.; Andrew Toeaina, LB, Jr. (JC). 
Top newcomers: James Mansfield, DL, Jr. (JC); 
aes Fence DL, Jr. (JC); Andrew Toeaina, LB, 
r. I 
Schedule: At Wyoming, Aug. 31; at lowa, Sept. 7; 
New Mexico, Sept. 14; Pacific, Sept. 21; at Col- 
orado State, Sept. 28; San Diego State, Oct. 5; at 
Brigham Young, Oct. 19; Utah, Nov. 2; Texas-El 
Paso, Nov. 9; at San Jose State, Nov. 16; Air Force, 
Nov. 23; Notre Dame, Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Rainbows. ; 
Site; Honolulu. 


Outlook: Hawaii will play five games on 
the mainland for the first time in its 83- 
year football history this season. All 
five teams went to bowl games, as did 
two others who will travel to Aloha Sta- 
dium. With a schedule like that, the 


Rainbows will be lucky to repeat last 
year’s 7-5 record. 

Offensive strengths: The Rainbows 
have two of the league’s best skill- 
position athletes in slotback Jeff 
Sydner and running back Jamal 
Farmer. Sydner was fifth in the nation 
in all-purpose running last year, while 
Farmer has scored 29 touchdowns in 
his first two seasons. 

Offensive weaknesses: It will be hard to 
replace quarterback Garrett Gabriel, 
who established 32 school records in his 
tenure with the Rainbows. Sophomore 
Michael Carter will get first crack at 
the job. 

Defensive strengths: If the conference 
were to hold a relay race among line- 
backers, Hawaii would get a bye into 
the finals. Terry Whitaker, Manly Wil- 
liams and Herman Talley can flat-out 
fly. Standout safety Tony Pang-Kee an- 
chors the secondary. 

Defensive weaknesses: This defense 
gives the phrase “over the rainbow” 
new meaning. The front line is so small 
that opponents run roughshod over it. 
Special teams: Junior Jason Elam, who 
missed most of last year with a groin in- 
jury, is among the nation’s elite place- 
kickers. He has made 44 of 51 field-goal 
attempts as a collegian. Sydner gives 
the opposition nightmares as a kick re- 
turner. 

Key to success: If the worst problem the 
Rainbows confront this season is jet 
lag, they’ll be doing OK. 

Sure sign of trouble: If November ar- 
rives and the Rainbows are playing mu- 
sical chairs at quarterback. 

Coach Bob Wagner says: “Jeff Sydner 
may be the most exciting player the 
University of Hawaii has ever pro- 
duced. We're going to orchestrate 
things to get him the ball.” 


\o/Aik FORCE 


Coach: Fisher DeBerry (55-30-1, 7 years). 

1990 record: 7-5 (beat Ohio State in Liberty Bowl). 
WAC: 3-4/6th. 

Key losses: Lane Beene, DT; Steve Brennan, NG; 
Greg Burger, OG; DeShawn Durham, RB; Eric 
Faison, CB; Brian Hill, LB; Chris Howard, RB; Rod- 
fey Lewis, FB; Clifton Lovelace, LB; J.T. Tokish, 


Starters returning: Offense (7}: Ron James, G, 6-6/ 
265, Sr.; Steed Lobotzke, T, 6-5/243, Sr: Tom 
Maurer, AF 6-4/245, Sr.; David Mott, TE, 6-3/218, 
Sr.; Rob Perez, OB, 6- 1/182, Sr.; Joe Wood, K, 6- 
1/205, Sr.; David T. Young, C, 6- 1/225, Sr. Defense 
(6): Chris Baker, T, 6-3/235, Jr.; Jason Christ, P, 
§-11/ 185, Sr.; Eldrick Hill, S, 6-3/ 181, Jr.; Carlton 
McDonald, CB, 6-0/185, Jr.; Vergil Simpson, LB, 
6- 1/210, Jr.; Shanon Yates, S, 6-0/ 194, 

Othor key returnees: Alex Armour, S, Jr.; Ron Gray, 
QB/RB, Sr.; Jason Jones, FB, Sr.; Mark Moody, LB, 
Jr.; Obasi Onuoha, RB, Soph.; Rod Stephan, LB, Sr.; 
Bobby Thomas, CB, Sr.; Wayne Young, RB, Soph. 
Top newcomers: None. 

Schedule: Weber State, Aug. 31; at Colorado State, 
Sept. 7; at Utah, Sept. 14; San Diego State, Sept. 
21; at Brigham Young, Sept. 28; Wyomi , Oct. 5; 
at Navy, Oct. 12; Notre Dame, ‘Oct. 19; exas-El 
Paso, Oct. 26; at New Mexico, Nov. 2; Army, Nov. 9; 
at Hawaii, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Falcons. 

Site: Colorado Springs, Colo. 


Outlook: The Falcons have been to 
seven bowl games in the last nine 


Air Force pilot: The Falcons’ offense 
figures to be potent with Rob Perez at 
quarterback. 


years. The offense figures to be potent 
with Rob Perez at quarterback, and the 
special teams should rank among the 
best in the nation. The talk around the 
barracks is that this year’s defense 
could be Air Force’s best since 1985. 
That team went 12-1. 

Offensive strengths: Five of six linemen 
(including the tight end), the quarter- 
back and the leading rusher from a 
year ago are all back. Perez isn’t the 
flashiest quarterback in the world, but 
he’s a winner. 

Offensive weaknesses: Jason Jones is a 
fine fullback, but Air Force needs 
someone fast enough to get outside and 
create havoc for opposing defenses. 
Defensive strengths: Carlton McDonald 
is the best player in a good secondary. 
He blocked three kicks on special 
teams last year and returned an inter- 
ception 40 yards for a touchdown in the 
Liberty Bowl. Outside linebacker Ver- 
gil Simpson spends a lot of time in op- 
posing backfields. 

Defensive weaknesses: This team is soft 
in the middle. Last year’s two leading 
tacklers, both inside linebackers, are 
gone, and the replacements are inexpe- 
rienced. The defense is thin every- 
where. 

Special teams: If special teams really 
account for one-third of a team’s suc- 
cess, the Falcons will fly high. They 
blocked five kicks in 1990, Joe Wood 
missed only two field-goal attempts and 
Jason Christ led the WAC with a 42.6- 
yard punting average. 

Key to success: Someone throwing a 
touchdown pass, preferably before No- 
vember. 

Sure sign of trouble: If opposing de- 
fenses put 11 players on the line of 
scrimmage, daring the Falcons to pass. 
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Coach Fisher DeBerry says: ‘Perez 


doesn’t have the most God-given talent ff ~ 
we’ve had at quarterback. He probably § 


can’t outrun me, and I don’t know if he 
can hit a dartboard from 20 feet. But 


he’s a plugger. He's got field presence. § ~ 


Our kids believe in him, and I know our 
coaching staff believes in him.” 


UTAH 


Coach: Ron McBride (4-7, 1 year). 

1990 record: 4-7. WAC: 2-6/7th. 

Key losses: John Anderson, C; Mike Anglesey, TE; 
Darrel Hicks, WR; Sean Knox, DB; Wayne Lammie, 
P/K; Emanuel Powell, DB; Greg Reynolds, DT; 
Dean Witkin, FB. 

Startors returning: Offense (8): Steve Abrams, RB, 6- 
0/206, Jr.; Randy Aldrid ve G, 6-3/254, Jr.; Russ 
Dailey, G, 6- 5/267, Jr.; Mike DeHoog, T, 6-5/287, 
dr.; Greg Hoffman, TE/SB, 6-4/222, Soph.; Mike 
Richmond, OB, 6-0/ 192, Sr.; Bryan Rowley, WR, 
5-9/ 174, Jr.; Jason Woods, OB, 6-5/238, Jr, De- 
fonse (8): Jim Bellamy, E, 6-2/245, Sr.; Dave 
Chaytors, E, 6-2/253, Jr.; Anthony Davis, LB, 6- 
1/225, Sr.; LaVon Edwards, DB, 5- 10/176, Sr; 
Keith Embray, , 6-4/246, Sr.; Sharrieff Shah, S, 
5- 11/189, Soph.; Mark Swanson, DB, 5- 10/181, 
Soph.; Pita Tonga, LB, 5- 10/217, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Brian Anderson, OT, Sr.; Mark 
Barton, €, Soph; Charlie Brown, RB, Soph.; Sean 
Hutson, WR, Jr.; Mike Lewis, DE, Jr; Derrick 
Odum, DB, Jr.; Chris Yergensen, K, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Reggie Alston, DB, Jr. (JC); Willie 
Burton, OL, Jr. (JC); Frank Dolce, OB, Jr. (JC); 
Jeff Kirkman, DB, Fr.; Kelvin Lambert, LB, Jr. (JC); 
Vernon Shaver, WR, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: Utah State, Aug. 31; at Oregon State, 
Sept. 7; Air Force, Sept. 14; Oregon, Sept. 21; at 
Arizona State, Oct. 5; at Wyoming, Oct. 12; Col- 
orado State, Oct. 19; San Diego State, Oct. 26; at 
Hawaii, Nov. 2; New Mexico, Nov. 9; at UTEP, Nov. 
16; at Brigham Young, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Utes. 

Site: Salt Lake City. 


Outlook: The Utes were probably the 
luckiest 4-7 team in the nation last sea- 
son. Their running game averaged 2.4 
yards per carry and their quarterbacks 
threw nearly twice as many intercep- 
tions (21) as touchdown passes (11). 
The defense did show significant im- 
provement from two years ago, when it 
ranked last in Division I-A. 

Offensive strengths: Bryan Rowley and 
Sean Hutson are talented pass catch- 
ers, if someone can get the ball to them. 
Redshirt freshman Vernon Shaver ‘has 
big-play capability. Steve Abrams is an 
elusive running back. 

Offensive weaknesses: Junior college 
transfer Frank Dolce has the early- 
season edge in a wide-open quarterback 
derby. Tackle Mike DeHoog anchors a 
line that must improve. 


Defensive strengths: The best of the | 


Utes’ eight returning defensive starters 
are outside linebacker Anthony Davis, 
an All-America candidate, and end Jim 


Bellamy. These guys figure to dish out | 
quite a few migraine headaches this 


year. 
Defensive weaknesses: There are a lot 
of them, but one of the biggest might be 
a smallish line. That was one of the rea- 
sons Utah finished next-to-last against 
the run in the WAC last year. 

Special teams: The kicking game is a 
big mystery with the departure of 
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Wayne Lammle, who handled both 
punting and place-kicking duties last 
year. The new place-kicker may be 
sophomore Chris Yergensen. The punt- 
ing jobis up in the air. 

Key to success: With a questionable run- 
ning game and an unproven quarter- 
back, the defense must carry this team. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the Utes have the 
ball and the sideline marker shows 
third and 25. 


| Coach Ron McBride says: “I think we 


my have enough ability on the defensive 


ority is the offensive line. They've got to 


| step forward and pull their own 


weight.” 


Ww TEXAS-EL PASO 


Coach: David Lee (5-18, 2 years). 

1990 record: 3-8. WAC: 1-7/9th. 

Key losses: Reggie Barrett, WR; Lorenzo Costantini, 
DT; Howard Gasser, QB; Jeff Grimes, OT; Falaniko 
lakopo, DT; Ricki Lopez, WR; Keith Powe, DT; Mike 
Stubblefield, OL; Larry Teel, 0G. 

Slarters returning: Offense {8}: Glenn Bishop, SE, 6- 


| =~: 1/207, Sr.; Kevin Bogan, FB, 5- 10/ 190, Jr; Kenny 


Brown, TB, 5- 11/185, Soph.; Jason Gillespie, K, 5- 


| 9/161, Sr.; Ansel Littlejohn, WR, 5- 10/165, Sr.; 


Darryl Moore, T, 6-3/275, Sr.; Mike Perez, QB, 6- 
0/165, Soph; Rob Sesich, C, 6-4/295, Sr. Defense 
(8): Greg Armstrong, NG, 6-2/255, Sr.; Derek 
Hewitt, CB, 6-0/202, Sr.; Nathan Hollins, T, 6-3/ 
247, Sr.; Anthony Hooks, S, 5- 10/168, Jr.; Fred 
Patterson, S, 6-2/179, Jr.; Pete Shufelt, LB, 6-2/ 
230, Jr; 0.T. Thomas, S, 5-9/178, Sr.; Barron 


j Wortham, LB, 5-11/235, Soph. 


Other key returnees: Patrick Bailey, FB, Soph.; Der- 
rick Talton, DT, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Ed Bunn, P/K, Jr. (JC); Eric Gibbs, 
FB, Jr. (JC). 

Schedule: New Mexico, Aug. 31; at Baylor, Sept. 7; 
at New Mexico State, Sept. 14; Northwestern State, 
Sept. 21; at Wyoming, Sept. 28; Colorado State, 
Oct. 5; at Brigham Young, Oct. 12; San Diego State, 
Oct. 19; at Air Force, Oct. 26; at Hawaii, Nov. 9; 
Utah, Nov, 16; Louisiana Tech, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Miners. 

Site; El Paso, Tex. 


Outlook: David Lee didn’t want to rock 
the boat after succeeding Bob Stull as 
the Miners’ coach following the 1988 
“season, which had been the school’s 
best in 32 years. So rather than install 
| his option attack, he stuck with the pro- 
style offense Stull favored. But after 
going 5-18 the last two years, Lee has 


| decided to do things his way. The option 


has arrived in El Paso, but has it come 
soon enough to keep Lee from being 
thrown overboard? 

Offensive strengths: If opposing de- 
fenses play too tight against the run, 
fleet receivers Glenn Bishop and Ansel 
Littlejohn could make them pay. Three 
man-mountains return on the line, 


Offensive weaknesses: Few option 
teams have ever been as ill-prepared to 


| run it as this one seems to be. Quarter- 


back Mike Perez has little experience 


| with the offense, and fullback Patrick 


Bailey averaged just two yards per 
carry last season. The slotback posi- 
tions are unsettled, too. 

Defensive strengths: Barron Wortham 
was WAC Freshman of the Year last 


<3) season, while fellow inside linebacker 


Pete Shufelt is solid. The entire second- 


j ary is back, but it must improve on its 
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side to be real good. The Number | pri- ~ 


Strongest link: New Mexico guard Steve 
Slater is the strongest member of a weak 
Lobo offensive line. 
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paltry eight interceptions last season. 
Defensive weaknesses: UTEP gave up 
202 yards rushing per game last year in 
a league not known for punishing run- 
ning attacks. The Miners need muscle 
up front to take the load off their good 
linebacking unit. 

Special teams: This could be a problem 
area. Roy Ross averaged 30.6 yards on 
kickoff returns and scored two touch- 
downs last year but is sitting out this 
season for disciplinary reasons. Junior 
college transfer Ed Bunn has been 
handed the punting job, while Jason 
Gillespie is an above-average place- 
kicker in a conference with excellent 
ones, 

Keys to success: Perez needs to emerge 
as an option threat and the defensive 
line must toughen up. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Perez is injured 
throwing a pass in the option offense. 
Coach David Lee says: “We started 
seven different freshmen on offense 
last year. That’s way too many. They’ve 
got to mature. It’s important for us to 
come out ready and not play ourselves 
into a hole.” 


NEW MEXICO 


Coach: Mike Sheppard (6-41, 4 years; 22-59 over- 
all, 7 years). 

1990 record; 2-10. WAC: 1-6/8th. 

Key losses: John Bell, DT; Curtis Crews, S; Monte 
Cuba, NT; Steve Daley, LB; Aaron Givens, RB; Mike 
Henderson, WR; Lowell Hall, OG; Kurt Jensen, C; 
Karl Logan, LB; Eric Morgan, WR; Nate Morris, LB; 
oe Shipley, OT; Mike Thomas, S; Steve Vaipulu, 
L 


Starters returning: Offense (6): Jeremy Leach, QB, 
6-2/199, Sr.; David Margolis, K, 6-0/167, Jr; 
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Steve Slater, G, 6-3/280, Sr.; Brad Sullivan, T, 6- 
5/275, Sr.; Jerone Williams, TE, 6-4/207, Jr.; Carl 
Winston, WR, 6-0/187, Soph. Defense (4): Fred 
Easter, CB, 5-8/ 160, Sr.; has Rainer, CB, 6-1/ 
170, Soph.; Troy Rossean, P, 6-2/ 186, Sr.; Mike 
Smith, NT, 6-2/239, Sr. 

Other key returnees: Calvin Carr, S, Soph. (RS); 
Scott Creagan, LB, Jr. (RS); Mike Good, LB, Sr.; 
Marcus Goodloe, QB, Jr.; Eric Jack, S, Soph.; 
Jeremy Leach, QB, Sr.; Hany Sukkary, DE, Sr. 
(Roavacemnice) Manley Woods, WR, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Stoney Case, OB, Fr. (RS); Steve 
Green, DL, Jr. (JC); Charles Hamilton, CB, Jr. 
(transfer/Missouri); Albert Jones, WR, Fr.; Tony 
Manns, LB, Fr.; Will Martin, CB, Jr. (JC); Herbert 
McKinley, DB, Fr. 

Schedule: At Texas-El Paso, Aug. 31; at Texas 
Christian, Sept. 7; at Hawaii, Sept. 14; UNLV, Sept. 
21; New Mexico State, Sept. 28; at Fresno State, 
Oct. 5; at San Diego State, Oct. 12; Wyoming, Oct. 
19; Brigham Young, Oct. 26; Air Force, Nov. 2; at 
Utah, Nov. 9; at Colorado State, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Lobos. 

Site: Albuquerque. 


Outlook: The Lobos are switching to the 
run-and-shoot offense in a bid to avoid 
going 2-10 for the fourth year in a row. 
The move will likely put three-year 
starting quarterback Jeremy Leach on 
the bench. But some attention also 
must be given to a defense that yielded 
400 points last season. 

Offensive strengths: Wide receiver Carl 
Winston was one of the league’s best 
freshmen last year. There’s also depth 
at quarterback, especially if Leach 
ends up holding a clipboard. Junior 
Marcus Goodloe is the top candidate to 
run the new offense. 

Offensive weaknesses: The line as a 
whole probably belongs in an intensive- 
care unit; the Lobos will be fortunate to 
field 10 healthy bodies this year. An in- 
jury to any of those 10 probably would 
kill the patient. 

Defensive strengths: Mike Smith is 
small (6-foot-2, 239 pounds) for a line- 
man, but his mobility helped him rack 
up a league-leading 13 tackles for 
losses. Immediate dividends are ex- 
pected from transfer cornerbacks Will 
Martin and Charles Hamilton. 
Defensive weaknesses: Just about ev- 
erywhere. New faces abound, so these 
guys still will be getting acquainted in 
October. Fortunately for the Lobos, the 
softest part of their schedule comes 
early. 

Special teams: If the offense and de- 
fense both collapse—not an improbabil- 
ity—the Lobos have their kicking game 
to fall back on. Place-kicker David 
Margolis made 14 of 18 field-goal tries 
last year, while punter Troy Rossean 
averaged 42 yards per kick. 

Key to success: Establishing depth. The 
New Mexico roster is so thin that an in- 
jury to any starter could be devastat- 
ing. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Winston threat- 
ens to turn pro because no one is able to 
throw the ball to him. 

Coach Mike Sheppard says: “We can re- 
cruit wide receivers and quarterbacks. 
We can get the little guys who can fly 
that nobody else wants. Another plus to 
the run-and-shoot is its novelty. Nobody 
else runs it in the WAC. Preparing for 
us won't be simple.” @ 


e 
Ascending: Colorado State and San 
Diego State. The Rams, who were 2-21 
in the two years prior to Earle Bruce’s 
arrival in 1989, have gone 14-9-1 since 
then, including an upset of Oregon in 
last year’s Freedom Bowl. San Diego 
State was 3-8 in 1988 
before Al Luginbill 
took over that No- 
vember. San Diego 
State has put to- 
gether winning sea- 
sons the last two 
years and, with a 
favorable league 
schedule in 1991, 
could contend for 
the WAC title. 
Descending: Texas- 
El Paso. The Min- 
ers have won just 
five games in the 
two seasons since Bob Stull left El 
Paso to coach at Missouri. 

Nightmare schedule: Brigham Young. 
The Cougars play Florida State, 
UCLA and Penn State in their first 
three games—all away from home. 
Coach LaVell Edwards obviously isn’t 
a graduate of the Tom Osborne School 
of Cupcake Scheduling. 

Dream schedule: UTEP. The Miners 
need to win some games this year, 
and playing non-conference foes like 
Baylor, New Mexico State and North- 
western State is definitely a step in 
the right direction. 

Best matchup of the year: Brigham 
Young at Colorado State, October 31. 
ESPN will televise this Halloween 
Thursday-night special, and the Rams 
would love to make it one frightening 
affair for Ty Detmer and Co. 

Worst matchup of the year: Weber 
State at Air Force, August 31. The 
Falcons haven’t played a Big Sky Con- 
ference opponent since 1974. Air 
Force blanked Idaho, 37-0, in that one. 
This one will be worse. 

Shocker of the year: UCLA at San 
Diego State, September 26. The Az- 
tecs are still looking for their first win 
over the Bruins in their last 14 con- 
tests (0-13-1). They’ll get it in ’91. 

Bowl bound: BYU, San Diego State 
and Air Force. The Cougars will make 
their annual appearance in the Holi- 
day Bowl, where the over-under will 
be at least 95 points. The Aztecs and 
Falcons also figure to be in the hunt 
for postseason berths. 

Biggest shoes to fill: San Diego State 
quarterback Dan McGwire’s. The 6- 
foot-8 McGwire wore size 14 Con- 
verses. Big shoes. He also threw for 
3,833 yards and 27 touchdowns with 
just seven interceptions in 1990. Big 
numbers. His likely replacement is 
sophomore Cree Morris, who’s only 6- 
Ts 

Most underrated player: Rob Perez, 
QB, Air Force. He isn’t the human- 


Beast offensive line: 
San Diego State 


Brigham Young 


Best wide recelvers: 
Hawaii 


Best clutch receiver: 


Bast defensive line: 
Wyoming 


Bast offensive backtiald: 


Best backup quarterback: 
Jeremy Leach, New Mexico 


Patrick Rowe, San Diego State 
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highlight-film player ex-Falcon Dee 
Dowis was, but Perez frustrates de- 
fenses with his decision-making. 

Impact newcomers: Paul Pitts, CB, 
BYU, Jr. (JC); Andrew Toeaina, LB, 


Bast-hitting defensive lineman: 
Thomas Williams, Wyoming 
Bast linebackers: 

Brigham Young 

Bast-hitting linebacker: 
Anthony Davis, Utah 

Best secondary: 

Colorado State 

Best-hitting defensive back: 
Harlan Carroll, Colorado State 
Best kicking game: 

Air Force 


Wyoming 


Hawail 
Best coach: 


Best pro pi 


Rushing: Brian Copeland, Colorado State, 74.7 
yds./game ( 169 att., 896 yds.;5 TDs, 5.3 avg.). 

Passing efficiency: Ty Detmer, Brigham Young, 
155.9 rating pts. (562 att., 364 comp., 5188 
yds.,41TDs). 

Total offense: Ty Detmer, Brigham Young, 418.5 
yds./game (-166 yds. rushing, 5188 yds. 
passing, 5022 total yds.). 

Receiving: Patrick Rowe, San Diego State, 6.5 
rec./ game (71 rec., 1392 yds., 8 TDs, 19.6 
avg.). 

Scoring: Andy Trakas, San Diego State, 9.7 
pts./game (0 TDs, 53 PATs, 18 FGs, 107 pts.). 
Punting: Jason Christ, Air Force, 42.6 avg. (59 
punts, 2514 yds. ). 

Pant returns; Jeff Sydner, Hawail, 12.1 avg. (40 
att., 483 yds., 1TD). 

Kickoff returns: Roy Ross, Texas-El Paso, 25.4 
avg. (24 att., 610 yds.,2 TDs). 

Field goals: Andy Trakas, San Diego State, 1.6 
FG/game (18/26 FGs, 69% ). 

Interceptions: Derwin Gray, Brigham Young; 
Selwyn Jones, Colorado State, and Tony 
Pang-Kee, Hawaii, .50 int./game (6 int.). 


High flyer: Ty Detmer returns to fill 
the WAC airways with passes. 
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Best kick-coverage units; 

Best coaching staff: 

LaVell Edwards, Brigham Young 
Best Heisman candidate: 


Ty Detmer, QB, Brigham Young 


rospec : 
Patrick Rowe, WR, San Diego State 


Colorado State, Jr. (transfer/North- 
western); Frank Dolce, QB, Utah, Jr. 
(JC); Tyrone Morrison, LB, San 
Diego State, Soph. (transfer/Ohio 
State); Darrell Lewis, DB, San Diego 
State, Soph. (trans- 
m  fer/Ohio State). 
Coach of the year: 
Al Luginbill, San 
Diego State. If their 
defense can be- 
come as animated 
as their coach, the 
Aztecs will con- 
tinue their upward 
mobility. 
Coach on the hot 
seat: Mike Shep- 
pard, New Mexico. 
The Lobos awarded 
Sheppard a three- 
year contract extension midway 
through last season. But with only six 
wins in four seasons and former Ore- 
gon State coach Dave Kragthorpe on 
his staff, Sheppard would be wise to 
start winning soon. 
Best bets: Ty Detmer will not win the 
Heisman Trophy again. Many of the 
players surrounding him lack experi- 
ence, and the BYU schedule this year 
isa bear... . San Diego State receiver 
Patrick Rowe will be a first-round Na- 
tional Football League draft pick in 
1992... . After reading some of Fisher 
DeBerry’s copy, David Letterman will 
hire the Air Force coach as a writer. 
... BYU will rout Hawaii at home on 
October 19, making up for the last two 
seasons when the Cougars were out- 
scored, 115-42, at Honolulu. 
Odds and ends: Hawaii's 25 wins the 
last three years ranks 13th nationally 
among Division I-A schools. ... New 
Mexico’s Sheppard has hired a dozen’ 
assistant coaches over the last two 
seasons. Sheppard himself was an as- 
sistant coach under Kragthorpe at 
Idaho State in 1980-81. Kragthorpe will 
be Sheppard’s offensive line coach 
this season... . After Detmer leaves, 
the next BYU quarterback might be 
redshirt freshman Ryan Hancock, a 
13th-round draft choice of the Califor- 
nia Angels in the June 1990 free-agent 
draft. Hancock struck out 71 batters 
in his first 3314 innings for the Cou- 
gars last spring. . . . Another possible 
Detmer successor is sophomore Tom 
Young, brother of former BYU quar- 
terback Steve Young, now with the 
San Francisco 49ers. ... Oh, brother 
(cont.): Colorado State freshman run- 
ning back Leonice Brown is the 
brother of former Southern Cal 
Heisman Trophy winner Charles 
White. Air Force sophomore line- 
backer Kent Hennings is the brother 
of 1987 Outland Trophy winner Chad 
Hennings. 
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ry ot long ago, major-college foot- 

re | ball independents seemed to 
@ Wi have the world in the palms of 
their hands. 

For many schools, being an indepen- 
dent meant that you could schedule 
| games against most anybody you 

pleased. It meant that you could sift 

through myriad bow! bids and pick the 
} one you liked best—often one with na- 
tional championship ramifications. 
And it meant you could rake in the 
money without having to share the 
wealth with league doormats. Miami 
(Fla.), Notre Dame and Penn State— 
which combined to win six national 
championships during the 
1980s—Florida State, Pittsburgh, Syra- 
cuse and West Virginia were among the 
schools that reaped the benefits of their 
| status as NCAA Division I-A indepen- 
dents. 

But, of course, all good things come 
; to an end. And the end for many inde- 
| pendents began in December 1989, 
| when Penn State announced its inten- 
| tion to join the Big Ten Conference. All 
| 
| 


of a sudden, many other schools began 
to reevaluate their desire to remain in- 
dependent. If Penn State, of all schools, 
considered itself better off in a league, 
then maybe they should join one, too. 
And many did. Boston College, 
Miami, Pitt, Rutgers, Syracuse, Tem- 
ple, Virginia Tech and West Virginia 
| joined together last February to play 
| football under the banner of the Big 
East Conference, which has won its 
share of NCAA basketball champion- 
ships. Florida State announced that it 
would join the Atlantic Coast Confer- 
ence, while South Carolina is bound for 
the Southeastern Conference. Both 
schools will be eligible to win their re- 
spective league titles in 1992. 
With the exception of Notre Dame 


| Is this the year? If Florida State Coach Bobby Bowden has any dreams of finally 
winning a national championship, his club must get off to a good start. 


is 
=| 


2. PENN STATE 
3. NOTRE DAME 
4. LOUISVILLE 
5. SOUTHERN MISSISSIPPI 
6. SOUTH CAROLINA 
7. MEMPHIS STATE 
8. EAST CAROLINA 
9. LOUISIANA TECH 
10. SOUTHWESTERN LOUISIANA 
11. TULANE 
12. NORTHERN ILLINOIS 
13. NAVY 
14, ARMY 
15. CINCINNATI 
16. TULSA 
17. AKRON 


and, to a lesser degree, Southern Mis- 
sissippi and Louisville, the pool of high- 
profile independent programs among 
the 106 Division I-A schools is virtually 
dry. In fact, Notre Dame is trying to se- 
cure its future by working out a deal 
with either the ACC or Big East to as- 
sure itself a spot in a New Year’s Day 
bowl game. 

Independence, which was worth 
dying for in Thomas Jefferson’s day 
and highly desirable in college football 
just a few years ago, may today be any- 
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Defections deplete ranks of major independents 


thing but utopian for those that still 
have it. Indeed, if top-ranked Florida 
State goes on to win the 1991 national 
championship, it could be the last time 
an independent school does so for quite 
some time. 


FLORIDA STATE 


Coach: Bobby Bowden (132-42-3, 15 years; 205- 
74-3 overall, 25 years.) 

aaa 10-2 (beat Penn State in Blockbuster 

owl). 

Key losses: Lawrence Dawsey, WR; Hayward 
Haynes, OT; Reggie Johnson, TE; Anthony Moss, 
LB; Bill Ragans, S. 

Starters returning: Offense (9): Robbie Baker, C, 6- 
§/240, Jr; Shannon Baker, WR, 5-10/180, Jr.; 
se Bennett, FB, 6- 1/222, Sr.; Reggle Dixon, G, 
6-2/278, Sr.; Amp Lee, TB, 6-0/ 195, Jr.; Kevin 
Mancini, T, 6-3/272, Sr.; Mike Morris, G, 6-2/277, 
Sr.; Robert Stevenson, T, 6-3/272, Jr.; Casey 
Weldon, QB, 6-1/194, Sr. Defense (9): Terrell 


_ Buckley, CB, 5-11/178, Jr.; Kirk Carruthers, LB, 


6-2/212, Sr.; James Chaney, NG, 5- 11/250, Sr.; 
Howard Dinkins, LB, 6-2/220, Sr.; Leon Fowler, S, 
6-2/196, Jr; Marvin Jones, LB, 6-2/220, Soph.; 
Errol McCorvey, CB, 6-0/183, Sr.; Henry Os- 
taszewski, T, 6-3/260, Sr.; Troy Sanders, T, 6-2/ 
2, ur. 

Other key returnees: Ken Alexander, LB, Soph.; John 
Davis, S, Jr.; Dan Footman, DT, Jr. (RS/knee); 
Reggie Freeman, LB, Jr.; Matt Frier, WR, Soph.; 
Sean Jackson, TB, Soph.; Brad Johnson, QB, Sr.; 
Kevin Knox, WR, Soph.; Todd Mcintosh, DT, Soph.; 
Paul Moore, FB, Sr.; Carl Simpson, DT, Jr.; Eric 
Turral, WR/KR, Jr. 
Top newcomers: Derrick Brooks, DB, Fr.; Derrick 
Clark, FB/LB, Jr. (JC); Greg Frey, OL, Fr.; Dulack 
Guerrier, LB, Fr. (Prop 42); Scott Holmes, P, Fr.; 
Dan Mowrey, K, Fr.; Kelly Rush, DT, Jr. (JC); 
Marquette Smith, TB, Fr. 

(at Anaheim, Calif.), 


Schedule: Brigham Youn 
Aug. 29; Tulane, Sept. 7; Western ore eet 
; Virgin- 


14; at Michigan, Sept. 28; Syracuse, Oct. 
ia Tech (at Orlando, Fla.), Oct. 12; Middle Ten- 
nessee State, Oct. 19; at Louisiana State, Oct. 26; 
at Louisville, Nov. 2; South Carolina, Nov. 9; Miami 
(Fla.), Nov. 16; at Florida, Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Seminoles. 

Site: Tallahassee, Fla. 


Outlook: This could be the year the 
Seminoles finally win a national title. 
Florida State returns many top starters 
and boasts plenty of depth and speed. 
Veteran Coach Bobby Bowden should 
mix a solid ground game with a pro- 
style passing attack. An experienced 
defense should be equally difficult to 
run or pass against. 

Offensive strengths: Quarterback 
Casey Weldon possesses a strong, accu- 
rate arm and great mobility. Shannon 
Baker and Matt Frier provide good tar- 
gets, while Amp Lee and Edgar Bennett 
are among many talented backfield 
performers. An experienced offensive 
line gives them all room and time to 
operate. 

Offensive weaknesses: Developing a re- 
liable, big-play receiver to replace 
former go-to guy Lawrence Dawsey 
will be a top priority. 

Defensive strengths: Marvin Jones and 
Kirk Carruthers form one of the best in- 
side-linebacking combos in the nation. 
Cornerback Terrell Buckley, a great 
cover guy, should deliver big plays in 
the secondary. 

Defensive weaknesses: The only two 


question marks are at strong safety, 
where the top two players are gone, and 
at outside linebacker, where Anthony 
Moss’ pass-rushing skills will be 
missed. 

Special teams: The fleet-footed 
Buckley, an explosive punt returner, 
highlights Florida State’s athleticism 
on special teams. The Seminoles also 
excel in punt-blocking and kickoff cov- 
erage. Untested Dan Mowrey assumes 
place-kicking chores, but John Wim- 
berly returns to handle punting duties. 
Key to success: Getting off to a good 
start and staying psyched and sound. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the Seminoles 
stumble early against a tough schedule 
and see their national title hopes fade. 
Coach Bobby Bowden says: “If we can 
stay hungry and healthy and execute 
...and get a little luck, I think we have 
a shot at finishing ranked first.” 


\2/PENN STATE 


Coach: Joe Paterno (229-60-3, 25 years). 

1990 record: 9-3 (lost to Florida State in Block- 
buster Bowl). 

Key losses: Dave Brzenchek, 0G; Dave Daniels, WR; 
Pat Duffy, OT; Greg Fusetti, CB; Frank Giannetti, 
DT; Rob Luedeke, C; Matt McCartin, OT; Willie 
Thomas, S; Leroy Thompson, TB. 

Startors returning: Offense (6): Craig Fayak, K, 6-1/ 
186, Soph.; Sam Gash, FB, 5-11/227, Sr.; Al 
Golden, TE, 6-3/242, Sr.; Greg Huntington, G, 6-3/ 
263, Sr; Tony Sacca, OB, 6-5/225, Sr.; Terry 
Smith, WR, 5-8/155, Sr. Defense (8): Lou Benfatti, 
T, 6-3/267, Soph.; Jim Deter, NT, 6-2/270, Sr.; 
Mark D'Onofrio, LB, 6-2/234, Sr.; Regole Givens, 
LB, 6-0/215, Jr.; Keith Goganious, LB, 6-3/234, 
Sr.; Leonard Humphries, CB, 5-9/170, Sr.; Rich 
McKenzie, LB, 6-3/230, Jr.; Darren Perry, S, 5- 
10/ 188, Sr. 

Other key returnees; Rich Anderson, TB, Soph.; Matt 
Baggett, LB, Sr.; Derek Bochna, CB, Soph.; Todd 
Burger, NT, Jr.; Gerry Collins, TB, Sr.; Mac Gal- 
lagher, C, Sr.; John Gerak, OG, Jr. (RS/medical); 
Mark Graham, CB, Sr.; Tyoka Jackson, DT, Jr.; 0.J. 
McDuffie, WR, Jr. (RS/medical); Brian O'Neal, FB, 
dr.; Eric Ravotti, LB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Kyle Brady, TE, Fr. (RS/medical); 
Kerry Collins, OB, Fr. 

Schedule: Georgia Tech (at East Rutherford, N.J.), 
Aug. 28; Cincinnati, Sept. 7; at Southern California, 
Sept. 14; Brigham Young, Sept. 21; Boston College, 
Sept. 28; at Temple, Oct. 5; at Miami (Fla.), Oct. 
12; Rutgers, Oct. 19; West Virginia, Oct. 26; at 
Maryland, Nov. 9; Notre Dame, Nov. 16; at Pitts- 
burgh, Nov, 28. 

Nickname: Nittany Lions. 

Site: University Park, Pa. 


Outlook: Despite Joe Paterno’s protes- 
tations, the Nittany Lions have a shot at 
the national title. Penn State’s balanced 
offense and traditionally strong defense 
make it a favorite for a major bowl de- 
spite a demanding schedule. 

Offensive strengths: Quarterback Tony 
Sacca has a big-time arm, outstanding 
mobility and a ton of potential. Wide re- 
ceivers Terry Smith and 0.J. McDuffie 
have lethal speed, and Sam Gash is a 
rock-'em, sock-’em fullback. 

Offensive weaknesses: Replacements 
must be found for four starters on the 
line. Finding a capable tailback would 
bea plus, too. 

Defensive strengths: At Linebacker U? 
What else? Two starters also return to 
the line, and there’s a lot of young talent 
ready to join them. 


Linebacker U scholar: Mark D’Onofrio is the best of yet another corps of solid Penn Stat 
linebackers. 
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Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
is not really a weak spot, but five of the 
top eight defensive backs are recover- 
ing from injuries. 

Special teams: Sophomore Craig Fayak 
made 15 of 21 field-goal tries last season 
and kicked game-winners against Al- 
abama, Notre Dame and Pittsburgh. 
Doug Helkowski averaged 39.4 yards 
per punt. Smith and McDuffie are ex- 
cellent kick and punt returners. 

Keys to success: Paterno must find a 
tailback or two who can trigger his ball- 
control offense. The offensive line must 
develop, and the secondary has to get 
healthy. 

Sure sign of trouble: Sacca and Paterno 
jawing at each other in the papers 
about the coach’s conservative offense. 
Coach Joe Paterno says: “I don’t think 
we're anywhere close to being what 
people think we are. We have a big 
problem with the offensive line, and we 
could have problems in the secondary. 
We have problems with the depth on 
our defensive line, and our schedule is 
exceedingly difficult. We have a lot of 
unknowns and questions.” 


\3 /noTRE DAME 


Coach: Lou Holtz (46-14, 5 years; 162-79-5 over- 
all, 21 years). 

Hon tecord: 9-3 (lost to Colorado in Orange 

owl). 

Key losses: Bob Dahl, DT; Mike Heldt, C; Raghib 
Ismail, FL; Andre Jones, LB; Scott Kowalkowski, 
LB; Todd Lyght, CB; Tim Ryan, 0G; Michael Stone- 
breaker, LB; Ricky Watters, TB; Chris Zorich, DT. 
Starters returning: Offense {8}: Derek Brown, TE, 6- 
7/243, Sr.; Rodney Culver, TB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Justin 
Hall, T, 6-5/295, Sr.; Craig Hentrich, K/P, 6-1/ 
197, Jr.; Mirko Jurkovic, G, 6-5/281, Sr.; Gene 
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McGuire, C, 6-5/270, Sr.; Rick Mirer, QB, 6-3/212, 
Jr; Tony Smith, SE, 6-2/ 181, Sr. Defense (4): Greg 
Davis, S, 6-1/205, Sr.; Demetrius DuBose, LB, 6- 
2/223, Jr; Rod Smith, CB, 6- 1/180, Sr.; George 
Williams, T, 6-3/298, Sr. 


Other key returnees: Jerome Bettis, FB, Soph.; Tony 


Brooks, TB, Sr.; Junior Bryant, DT, Jr.; Tom Carter, 
S, Soph.; Willie Clark, TB, Soph.; Jim Flanigan, LB, 
Soph.; Oliver Gibson, LB, Soph.; Clint Johnson, FL, | 


Soph.; Eric Jones, DT, Jr.; Jake Kelcher, OB, Jr. 
(RS/academics); Dorsey Levens, TB, Jr; Devon ff 


McDonald, LB, Sr.; Troy Ridgley, DT, Sr. (RS/uni- 
versity suspension); Winston Sandri, OT, Sr.; 
Bryant Young, DT, Soph. 


Top newcomers: Huntley Bakich, DT, Fr.; Mike |Z a 


Miller, FL, Fr. | 


Schedule: Indiana, Sept. 7; at Michigan, Sept. 14; 
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Michigan State, Sept. 21; at Purdue, Sept. 28; at # | 


Stanford, Oct. 5; Pittsburgh, Oct. 12; at Air Force, 
Oct. 19; Southern California, Oct. 26; Navy, Nov. 2; 
Tennessee, Nov. 9; at Penn State, Nov. 16; at | 
Hawaii, Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Fighting Irish. 
Site: South Bend, Ind, 


Outlook: In each of the last three years, | 
Notre Dame has had a shot at the na- 
tional title going into its bowl game. 
The 1991 team will be no less talented, 
but the schedule won't help any title as- | 
pirations. With Michigan, Michigan 
State, Southern California, Tennessee 
and Penn State on the slate this au- 
tumn, there’s little room for error. 
Offensive strengths: Junior quarter- 
back Rick Mirer has more arm 
strength after a winter with the 
weights and a thicker skin after a year 
with Coach Lou Holtz. He completed 55 
percent of his passes in 1990 but threw 
just eight touchdown passes and six in- 
terceptions. The line is experienced and 
deep. 
Offensive weaknesses: After being 
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spoiled with Tim Brown and Raghib 
Ismail the last few years, the Fighting 
Irish need a game-breaker. The leading 
candidates are Willie Clark, Clint 


| Johnson and freshman Mike Miller. 
| Defensive strengths: Even with the loss 
| of Chris Zorich and Bob Dahl, the Irish 


should be strong up front. Fifth-year 
man George Williams is the stabilizing 
force on a unit that includes Bryant 
Young, Eric Jones, Junior Bryant and 
Troy Ridgley. 


| Defensive weaknesses: There are few 
| experienced linebackers. Demetrius 


DuBose is coming off a fine sophomore 


| year, but the rest of the group is Irish 
| green. Devon McDonald has been wait- 


ing to bust out for a couple of years, but 
his tender knees keep him from doing 
so. Look for Holtz to compensate by 
using the 4-3 defense quite often. 
Special teams: Junior Craig Hentrich is 
one of the best punters/place-kickers 
Notre Dame has ever had. Holtz is look- 
ing for someone to fill Ismail’s big kick- 
returning shoes. 

Keys to success: Mirer and DuBose 


| must stay healthy and Holtz must give 


Mirer more freedom with the passing 
game. 

Coach Lou Holtz says: “Our failure to 
develop a second quarterback caused 
us to refrain from doing some things 
with Rick we might have done if we had 


| someone behind him. We must have 


somebody come forward. That’s criti- 


*) cal tous this year.” 


LOUISVILLE 


Coach: Howard Schnellenberger (32-33-2, 6 years; 
73-49-2 overall, 11 years.) 

1990 record: 10- 1-1 (beat Alabama in Sunkist Fi- 
esta Bowl). 

Key losses: Ron Bell, K; Pete Burkey, OT; Pete 
Bynm, RB; Jerry Crafts, OT; Anthony Cummings, 
WR; Pat Fitzgerald, LB; Mike Flores, DE; John 
Gainey, CB; Dan Gangwer, DT; Reggie Johnson, 
LB; Scott McAllister, G; Ken mene E; Browning 
Nagle, QB; Mark Sander, LB; Ted Washington, DT. 
Startors returning: Offense (4): Kevin Blumeier, G, 6- 
3/259, Soph.; Greg Brohm, SE, 6-0/ 161, Jr.; Ralph 
Dawkins, RB, 5-9/207, Soph.; Carey Figg. C, 6-3/ 
272, Jr. Defense (5): William Blackford, CB, 5-10/ 
189, Sr.; Ray Buchanan, S, 5-9/180, Jr; Brian 
Hayes, DE, 6-3/250, Sr.; Ricky McFadden, S, 5- 
11/199, Sr.; Klaus Wilmsmeyer, P/K, 6-2/202, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Jeff Brohm, OB, Jr.; Fred Jones, 
FL, Sr.; Randy sy et WR, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Deral Boykin, RB, Jr. (transfer/ 
Kansas); Marty Lowe, QB, Fr. 

Schedule: Eastern Kentucky, Aug. 31; Tennessee, 
Sept. 7; at Ohio State, Sept. 14; Southern Mis- 
sissippi, Sept. 28; Cincinnati, Oct. 5; at Boston Col- 
lege, Oct. 12; Army, Oct. 19; at one Tech, Oct. 
26; Florida State, Nov. 2; at Memphis State, Nov. 9; 
at Tulsa, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Cardinals. 

Site: Louisville, Ky. 


Outlook: Following a 10-1-1 season, opti- 
mism rages in Louisville. The Cardinals 
will make a first-ever appearance on 


| ESPN against Tennessee and also will 
| play Ohio State and Florida State as 


Coach Howard Schnellenberger up- 


‘@)) grades the schedule significantly. 
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Offensive strengths: Receivers Greg 
Brohm, Fred Jones and Randy Wyatt 
give Louisville the tools to make the 
passing game sing. Rugged Ralph 


—_ =. tt 
New and improved: Quarterback Rick 
Mirer has more arm strength after a 
winter of weightlifting. 


SSE = 


=o 


Dawkins does not break many long 
runs, but he rarely fumbles. Deral Boy- 
kin provides breakaway speed. 
Offensive weaknesses: The line has 
done a solid job of pass-blocking, but 
the running game usually struggles 
against strong defensive lines. Jeff 
Brohm is a hometown prep hero who 
has to overcome his penchant for 
scrambling. 

Defensive strengths: Ray Buchanan, a 
hitter and kick-blocker supreme, is 
Louisville’s first defensive All-America 
candidate since Otis Wilson in 1979. 
William Blackford picked off five 
passes last season. 

Defensive weaknesses: Schnel- 
lenberger must replace his three-man 
linebacking crew and three of his four 
down linemen. Of the six departed play- 
ers, four were three-year starters. 
Special teams: Klaus Wilmsmeyer aver- 
aged 42.9 yards per punt last season and 
has sensational hang time. He also 
made nine of 11 field-goal attempts and 
all 19 extra-point tries. Buchanan is 
itching for an opportunity to return 
kicks. 

Keys to success: Consistency and poise 
from Jeff Brohm. Developing a pass 
rush and fierce linebacking unit. 

Sure signs of trouble: If Jeff Brohm 
doesn’t pick up confidence with a quick 
start and the defensive line can’t put 
pressure on the passer. 

Coach Howard Schnellenberger says: 
“We will have greater depth, speed and 
overall talent than we’ve ever had. The 
kids will have to learn fast, but we will 
continue to match up with the top 
teams.” 
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\S/ SOUTHERN MISS 


Coach: Jeff Bower (0-1, 1 year). 

1990 record: 8-4 (lost to North Carolina State in All 
American Bowl). 

Key losses: Ron Brown, NG; John Camacho, C; 
Simmie Carter, DB; Ben Crimm, OT; Brett Favre, 
QB; Michael Jackson, WR; Kerry Valrie, DB; Ben 
Washington, DB. 

Starters returning: Offense (8): Lehman Braley, G, 6- 
5/262, Sr.; Roland Johnson, FB, 5-10/219, Sr.; 
Chafan Marsh, G, 6-0, 275, Sr.; Mark Montgomery, 
WR, 6-1/ 180, Soph.; Chris Ryals, T, 6-8/300, Sr.; 
Tony Smith, TB, 6-3/210, Sr.; Jim Taylor, K, 6-0/ 
234, Sr.; Eric Williams, TE, 6-3/245, Sr, Defense 
(8): Pete Antoniou, T, 6-3/265, Sr.; Gerald Blake, 
E, 6-2/210, Sr.; Donell Brannon, T, 6-4/295, Sr.; 
Scott Bryant, P, 6-2/210, Sr.; Rod Lynch, LB, 5-9/ 
229, Jr.; Gabe Peck, S, 6-2/202, Sr.; James Single- 
a E, 6-3/215, Jr.; Arnie Williams, LB, 6-2/220, 


rr. 
Other key returnees: Ron Baham, WR, Sr.; John 
Brown, DT, Jr.; Quentis Casey, RB, Soph.; Kendrick 
Collins, DT, Sr.; Vernard Collins, CB, Soph. (RS/ 
medical); Reggie Elder, DT, Jr; Bobby Hamilton, 
DT, Soph.; Derrick Hoskins, S, Sr.; Aubrey John- 
son, DE, Soph. (RS); Keith Loescher, LB, Jr.; Thad 
McDowell, LB, Sr.; Tim Miller, NG, Sr.; Dewayne 
Nelson, FB, Jr.; John Nichols, CB, Sr.; Tyrone Nix, 
LB, Soph; Marcus Pope, TE, Jr.; Greg Reed, WR, 
Jr; Rod Reed, DE, Sr.; Tim Roberts, DT, Sr.; Brian 
Wood, S, Sr.; Pat Wynn, DB, Sr. 
Top newcomers: Demetrius Carter, DT, Soph. (RS); 
Eric Estes, OB, Fr. (RS); Willie McDay, DT, Soph. 
t peanut Jones, RB, Fr.; Michael Tobias, NG, 
i 


Schedule: Delta State (Miss.), Aug. 31; at Pitts- 
burgh, Sept. 7; Colorado State, Sept. 21; at Louis- 
ville, Sept. 28; at Auburn, Oct. 5; at Memphis State, 
Oct. 12; Tulane, Oct. 19; at Cincinnati, Oct. 26; at 
Tulsa, Nov. 2; East Carolina, Nov. 9; at Louisiana 
Tech, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Golden Eagles. 

Site; Hattiesburg, Miss. 


Outlook: While the Golden Eagles re- 
turn 16 starters overall, it’s the absence 
of one key player—quarterback Brett 
Favre—that clouds the ’91 forecast. 
Offensive strengths: The presence of 
versatile tailback Tony Smith is a 
major plus. Smith, who in his Southern 
Mississippi career has returned two 
kickoffs and two punts for touchdowns, 
averaged 134.6 all-purpose yards per 
game last season. Backfield mate Ro- 
land Johnson gained 5.1 yards per 
crack. 

Offensive weaknesses: Favre's depar- 
ture leaves a gaping hole. 

Defensive strengths: The line and the 
linebacking corps will be veteran units. 
Defensive weaknesses: Three-fourths of 
the secondary is gone, but the Golden 
Eagles figure to find adequate replace- 
ments. After all, Southern Mississippi 
has developed a big-time reputation for 
stout defensive play, and that’s not 
likely to change under new Coach Jeff 
Bower. Last year, the Golden Eagles’ 
scoring defense (12.8 points per game) 
ranked fifth in Division I-A. 

Special teams: Place-kicker Jim Taylor 
and punter Scott Bryant return for 
their senior seasons. And then there’s 
the dynamic Smith, who averaged 21 
yards on kickoff returns and 13.3 yards 
on punt returns last season. 

Key to success: The coach’s ability to 
get the offense rolling. Bower, known 
for his offensive acumen, is at the helm 
of a team that ranked 102nd in offense 
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DEFENSE 


Marvin 
Jones, 
= . LB, Florida State 


NEWCOMERS OF YEAR 
OFFENSE: 
Mike Miller, FL, Notre Dame 


DEFENSE: 
Huntley Bakich, DT, Notre Dame 


last year among the nation’s 106 Divi- 
sion I-A schools. As perhaps an indica- 
tion of things to come, Bower, in his 
first game as Golden Eagles head 
coach, unshackled Favre in last sea- 
son’s All American Bowl and Favre re- 
sponded with 341 yards passing. 

Sure sign of trouble: If the offense sput- 
ters. Or at least so you'd think. Last 
year, though, Southern Miss scored 17 
or fewer points in seven of 11 regular- 
season games but still wound up with 
eight victories under Coach Curley 
Hallman (now at Louisiana State). 
Coach Jeff Bower says: “We're chang- 
ing our offensive scheme. ... It had 
been built around Favre. We'll be going 
with a redshirt freshman (Eric Estes) 
at quarterback entering this season.” 


\S/ SOUTH CAROLINA 


Coach: Sparky Woods 
overall, 7 Honk 
1990 record: 6-5. 

Key losses: Mike Dingle, RB; Hal Hamrick, C; Ike 
Harris, OT; Patrick Hinton, LB; Keith McDonald, S; 
Corey Miller, DE; Calvin Stephens, OT; Ken Wat- 
son, RB; Kurt Wilson, DT. 

Starters returning: Offenss {6}: Robert Brooks, WR, 
6-0/175, Sr.; Bobby Fuller, QB, 6-2/207, Sr.; Jay 
Killen, C, 6-4/270, Sr.; Eddie Miller, WR, 6-0/ 185, 
Sr.; Antoine Rivens, G, 6- 1/265, Jr.; Charles Stew- 
ard, TE, 6-2/245, Sr. Defense (7): Gerald Dixon, E, 
6-3/252, Sr.; Marty Dye, T, 6-4/277, Sr.; Leon 
Harris, S, 6- 1/215, Sr.; Daren Parker, P, 6-0/ 185, 
Sr.; Joe Reaves, LB, 6-3/235, Sr.; Cedric Surratt, 
eo 5- 11/200, Jr.; Antonio Walker, CB, 5-9/ 188, 


Other key returnees: Cedric Bembery, DT, Jr; Eric 
Brown, LB, Soph,; Mathew Campbell, TE, Soph.; 


(12-9-1, 2 years; 50-28-3 
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OFFENSE 

. Name, School HL/Wi. Class 
TERRY SMITH, Penn State 5-8/155 Sr. 
ROBERT BROOKS, South Carolina 6-0/175 Sr. 
DEREK BROWN, Notre Dame 6-7/243 Sr. 
KEVIN MANCINI, Florida State 6-3/272 Sr. 
JUSTIN HALL, Notre Dame 6-5/295 Sr. 
GENE McGUIRE, Notre Dame 6-5/270 Sr. 
MIRKO JURKOVIC, NotreDame  6-5/281 Sr. 
MIKE MORRIS, Florida State 6-2/277 Sr. 
CASEY WELDON, FloridaState 6-1/194 Sr. 
EDGAR BENNETT, FloridaState 6-1/222 Sr. 
AMP LEE, Florida State 6-0/195 Jr. 

DEFENSE 

. Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
GERALD DIXON, South Carolina 6-3/252 Sr. 
HENRY OSTASZEWSKI, Florida St. 6-3/260 Sr. 
GEORGE WILLIAMS, NotreDame 6-3/298 Sr. 
MARK D'ONOFRIO, Penn State 6-2/234 Sr. 
MARVIN JONES, Florida State 6-2/220 Soph 
ROBERT JONES, East Carolina 6-3/236 Sr. 
DEMETRIUS DuBOSE, Notre Dame 6-2/223 Jr. 
TERRELL BUCKLEY, Florida State 5-11/178 Jr. 
LEONARD HUMPHRIES, PennSt. 5-9/170 Sr. 
DARREN PERRY, Penn State 5-10/188 Sr. 
GREG DAVIS, Notre Dame 6-1/205 Sr. 

SPECIALISTS 

Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
CRAIG HENTRICH, NotreDame  6-1/197 Jr. 
KLAUS WILMSMEYER, Louisville 6-2/202 Sr. 


Rob DeBoer, RB, Soph.; Ernest Dixon, LB, Soph.; 
Robert Gibson, LB, Sr. (RS/academics); Albert 
Haynes, RB, Sr.; Rich Sweet, OL, Sr. 

Top newcomers: Brandon Bennett, RB, Fr.; Toby 
Cates, DB, Fr. (RS); Ernest Dye, OT, Jr. (JC); 
Kenny Favors, DB, Jr. (JC); Keith Franklin, LB, Jr. 
(JC); Norman Greene, DB, Fr.; Lawrence Mitchell, 
LB, Soph. (Prop 42); Marty Simpson, K, Fr. (RS); 
ne Washington, DT, Fr.; Terry Wilburn, RB, Fr. 


(RS). 

Schedule: Duke, Sept. 7; at West Virginia, Sept. 14; 
Virginia Tech, Sept. 21; at East Carolina, Sept. 28; 
East Tennessee State, Oct. 5; Louisiana Tech, Oct. 
12; Georgia Tech, Oct. 19; North Carolina State, 
Nov. 2; at Florida State, Nov. 9; at North Carolina, 
Nov. 16; Clemson, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Gamecocks. 

Site: Columbia, S.C. 


Outlook: After two mediocre seasons, 
Gamecock fans want a strong showing 
before their team begins playing in the 
Southeastern Conference in 1992. A re- 
vamped defense is the key because a 
balanced offense should provide 
enough points to get the Gamecocks 
that elusive seventh win and bow! bid. 
Offensive strengths: Bobby Fuller 
stepped in and had the third-best pass- 
ing season in school history. Robert 
Brooks and Eddie Miller pace a deep re- 
ceiving corps, plus the Gamecocks 
boast depth at running back. 

Offensive weaknesses: Rob DeBoer was 
a freshman sensation in '90, rushing for 
700 yards, but Coach Sparky Woods 
wonders if DeBoer can hold up all sea- 
son. The line returns just two starters 
and limited backup experience. 
Defensive strengths: Gerald Dixon is a 
quick 252-pound headache for oppo- 
nents. Switching from a four-man toa 
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SECOND TEAM 


OFFENSE os 
Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
0.J. MCDUFFIE, Penn State 5-11/183 Jr. 
CLINT JOHNSON, Notre Dame 5-10/175 Soph. 
LUKE FISHER, East Carolina 6-3/222 Sr. 
CHRIS RYALS, Southern Miss 6-8/300 Sr. 
MICHAEL DAVIS, Navy 6-3/279 Sr. 
ROBBIE BAKER, Florida State 6-5/240 Jr. 
STEVE CHALOULT, Army 6-5/290 Sr. 
JERRY OSTROSKI, Tulsa 6-4/305 Sr. 
TONY SACCA, Penn State 6-5/225 Sr. 
RODNEY CULVER, NotreDame  6-0/220 Sr. 
ADAM DACH, Northern Illinois 6-0/206 Sr. 
DEFENSE 

. Name, School HL/Wt Class 
BOB KUBERSKI, Navy 6-4/271 Jr. 
JEFF SAWYER, MemphisState  6-4/220 Jr. 
BRYANT YOUNG, Notre Dame 6-4/235 Soph. 
KIRK CARRUTHERS, Florida State 6-2/212 Sr. 
HOWARD DINKINS, Florida State 6-2/220 Sr. 
ROD LYNCH, Southern Mississippi 5-9/227 dr. 
KEITH GOGANIOUS, PennState 6-3/234 Sr. 
ERROL McCORVEY, Florida State 6-0/183 Sr. 
KELLY SIMS, Cincinnati 5-10/200 Sr. 
RAY BUCHANAN, Louisville §-9/180 Jr. 
LEON HARRIS, South Carolina 6-1/215 Sr. 

SPECIALISTS 

Name, School HL/Wt. Class 
CHRIS BONIOL, LouisianaTech 5-11/148 Soph. 
JOHN JETT, East Carolina 6-1/178 Sr. 


three-man front will minimize the 
shortage of linemen and emphasize a 
strong corps of linebackers. 

Defensive weaknesses: This unit will 
feature a four-deep secondary, an area 
where opponents have hurt the Game- 
cocks. How quickly players can adjust 
to the new scheme is a question. Depth 
and size up front are concerns, too. 
Special teams: Marty Simpson, who has 
one of the strongest legs in the country, 
must replace Collin Mackie and his leg- 
endary accuracy. Daren Parker is a 
steady punter. 

Key to success: The Gamecocks’ blitz- 
is-better defense putting more pressure 
on opposing quarterbacks. 

Sure sign of trouble: If opposing of- 
fenses can run and pass at will, keeping 
South Carolina’s offense off the field. 
Coach Sparky Woods says: “We need the 
flexibility to create some confusion for 
opponents’ blocking and protection of 
their quarterbacks. We believe a four- 
man secondary will give us that flexibil- 
ity.” 


\7// MEMPHIS STATE 


Coach: Chuck Stobart (6-15-1, 2 years; 46-63-3 

overall, 10 years.) 

1990 4-6-1, 

Key losses: William Arnold, WR; Keith Bland, OT; 

Chuck Boler, OT; pony Duffy, S; a lay Jones, 
B; Scott Rum 


CB; Glenn Rogers Jr., ey, LB; Lish 
Trice, DT. ; 
Starters returning: Offense (9): Joe Allison, K, 6-0/ 


175, Soph.; Keith Benton, OB, 5- 11/190, Sr.; Larry 
Bolton, C, 6-2/260, Jr.; Leon Bosby, TB, 6-2/225, 
Jr; Russell Copeland, WR, 6-1/190, Jr.; A.J. 


Jones, FB, 6-2/248, Jr.; James Maclin, G, 6-1/ 
284, Sr.; Joe Stanley, G, 6-5/286, Jr.; Ricky Win- 
dom, TE, 6-3/265, Sr. Defense (6): Bobby Avery, E, 
6-2/215, Jr.; Mike Davis, LB, 6-0/225, Jr.; Chris 
Hobbs, NG, 6- 1/236, Jr.; Pat Jansen, T, 6-3/253, 
Jr.; Jeff Sawyer, E, 6-4/220, Jr.; Jeremy Williams, 
$, 5- 10/180, Soph. . 
Other key returnees: Danton Barto, LB, Soph.; Larry 
Cox, DT, Sr.; Russell Jones, WR, Sr.; Kevin Jordan, 
DE, Jr.; Chris Michael, DB, Soph.; Larry Porter, RB, 
Soph.; Stevie D. Williams, 0G, Soph. 
Top newcomers: Jeff Buffaloe, P, Jr. (transfer/ 
Austin Peay State); Joe Cole, QB, Jr. (transfer/ 
Miami, Fla.); Xavier Crawford, RB, Jr. al tie 
cal); Sam ds, DB, Fr.; Lance Geary, DB, Jr. 
(0) Mark Green, OT, Fr. (RS); Tahrell Miles, DB, 
r. (JC); Eric Nelson, DB, Jr. (3G); Cliff Robinson, 
RB, Jr. (JC); Eric Robinson, QB, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: At Southern California, Sept. 2; Mis- 
sissippi, Sept. 7; at East Carolina, Sept. 14; Ar- 
kansas State, Sept. 21; at Missouri, Oct. 5; South- 
ern Mississippi, Oct. 12; at Mississippi State, Oct. 
19; Tulsa, Oct. 26; at Tennessee, Nov. 2; Louisville, 
Nov. 9; Alabama, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: 


ers. 
Site: Memphis, Tenn. 


Outlook: The Tigers are improving, but 


a murderous schedule will make it diffi- * 


cult to improve upon last year’s record. 
Four of Memphis State’s opponents 
played in New Year’s Day bowl games 
after the 1990 season. 

Offensive strengths: Depth at quarter- 
back, where Coach Chuck Stobart can 
choose between returnee Keith Benton 
(a tough runner) and transfer Joe Cole 
(a touted passer who stood out in the 
spring game). Plus, the Tigers’ four top 
rushers of a year ago and their four 


leading receivers are back. Overall, 
nine starters return. 

Offensive weaknesses: The two tackle 
spots, which last year were manned by 
seniors. 

Defensive strengths: Depth at end. Four 
players shared the starting positions 
last season, and they will be a year 
older and wiser this time around. 
Defensive weaknesses: Three members 
of the 1990 team’s starting secondary 
have departed. 

Special teams: Transfer Jeff Buffaloe 
will supplant four-year veteran Jeff 
Fite as the Tigers’ punter. As a fresh- 
man last year, place-kicker Joe Allison 
booted three field goals of 50 yards or 
longer. Memphis State’s No. 1 return 
men (kickoffs and punts) have com- 
pleted their eligibility. 

Key to success: Getting through the 
first two weeks of the season in good 
physical shape. Games No. 3 through 
No. 8 offer plenty of chances for victor- 
ies—provided the Tigers have most of 
their front-line personnel ready to play. 
Sure sign of trouble: If the Tigers stum- 
ble badly out of the gate against South- 
ern California and Mississippi (games 
that will be played only five days 
apart). Such a start would give Mem- 
phis State seven losses in eight games 
dating to the ’90 season. Some psyches 
might suffer. 

Coach Chuck Stobart says: “We need two 
things to be successful. We can’t lose 


anybody due to injury—we’re not that 
deep—and our returning players must 
continue to get better.” 


\8/east CAROLINA 


overall, 5 years.) 
1990 record: 5-6. 
Key losses: Ed Brogdon, S; Chris Hall, CB; Robb 
Imperato, K; George Koonce, DE; Chad Martin, 0G; 
crest Tynes, S; Al Whiting, WR; Richard Wright, 


Starters returning: Offense (8): Keith Arnold, C, 6-3/ 
_ 277, Sr.; Jeff Blake, QB, 6-2/ 195, Sr.; David Dani- 
els, FB, 5- 11/223, Sr.; Luke Fisher, TE, 6-3/222, 
Sr.; Mike McGalop, G, 6-2/290, Sr.; Tom Scott, T, 
6-5/330, Jr.; Cedric Van Buren, RB, 5- 11/184, Jr.; 
Nick Wilson, T, 6-4/259, Jr. Defense (6): Ken 
Burnette, LB, 6-2/206, Sr.; Jerry Dillon, E, 6-3/ 
206, Jr.; Greg Gardill, T, 6-3/242, Sr.; John Jett, P, 
6-1/178, Sr.; Robert Jones, LB, 6-3/236, Sr.; 
Derek Taylor, NG, 6- 1/250, Soph. ; 
Other key returnees: Anthony Brenner, K, Soph.; 
Bernard Carter, DE, Soph.; Jeff Cooke, NG, Soph.; 
Dealton Cotton, NG, Su Carlester Crumpler, TE, 
‘Soph,; Derrick Fields, S, Jr.; Hunter Gallimore, WR, 
Sr.; Dion Johnson, RB, Sr.; Michael Rhett, FB, Sr. 
Top newcomers; Mike Bystol, DL, Jr. (JC); Tony 
Davis, LB, Jr. (JC); oi Grandison, S, Jr. (JC); 
_ Aaron Harvey, S, Jr. ee Charles Miles, TB, Jr. 
(ic), pe Walker, DB, Fr. (RS); Damon Wilson, 
' f. = $a 0 : i ; - 
Schedule: At Illinois, Aug. 31; Memphis State, Sept. 
14; at Central Florida, Sept. 21; South Carolina, 
Sept. 28; Akron, Oct. 5; at Syracuse, Oct. 12; Pitts- 
burgh, Oct. 26; Tulane, Nov. 2; at Southern Meth- 
odist, Nov. 9; at Virginia Tech, Nov. 16; at Cin- 
Cinnati, Nov.23. ae 
‘Nickname: Pirates, 
Site; Greenville, N.C. 


Coach: Bill Lewis (10-11-1, 2 years; 23-32-2 
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DIVISION I-A 


Outlook: The once-woeful Pirates im- 
proved dramatically in 1990, but Coach 
Bill Lewis needs an experienced of- 
fense to carry a graduation-depleted de- 
fense if East Carolina is to have a shot 


—*F ata winning season. 


Offensive strengths: Jeff Blake set a Pi- 
rates single-season record for total of- 
fense in 1990. His favorite target will 
likely be Luke Fisher. David Daniels, 
Cedric Van Buren and speedy junior 
college transfer Charles Miles will have 
the pleasure of running behind four re- 
turning linemen. 

Offensive weaknesses: Opponents held 
the ball over seven minutes more per 
game than the Pirates, and East Caro- 
lina could stand to boost its 146-yard 
passing average. But not all of that was 
the offense’s fault. 

Defensive strengths: Robert Jones, the 
nation’s top returning tackler, is a pil- 
lar around which to build. End Jerry 
Dillon is solid, and transfer Greg 
Grandison has promise in the second- 
ary. 

Defensive weaknesses: The Pirates sur- 
rendered 412 yards per game. Only Der- 
rick Fields is back from a secondary 
that gave up 193 yards passing per 
game and allowed opponents to com- 


@ plete 55.6 percent of their passes. 


Special teams: Dion Johnson, who re- 
turned two kicks for touchdowns in ’90, 
can break a game wide open. John Jett 
returns to punt, but East Carolina will 
miss kicker Robb Imperato. 

Keys to success: If Blake upgrades his 
passing slightly and the defense stays 
off the field, the Pirates will prosper. 


fe ai 


Sure sign of trouble: If Lewis can’t come 
up with an effective secondary after re- 
cruiting seven defensive backs. 

Coach Bill Lewis says: “Our football 
team is not to the point where we've ar- 
rived at any position or any phase of our 
game. We're a 5-6 team. (But) what I 
like about our offense is we have a large 
number of returning players that give 
us a chance to become more produc- 
tive.” 


\9/ LOUISIANA TECH 


Coach: Joe Raymond Peace ( 17- 14-2, 3 years). 
1990 record: 8-3-1. ' 
Kay losses: Eddie Brown, FL; Nate Davis, DT; Mike 
Richardson, RB; Eric Shaw, DE; Bobby Slaughter, 
WR; Freddie Smith, CB; Trey Snodgrass, C. 

Starters returning: Offense (6): Alan Apple, G, 6-4/ 
257, Sr.; Chris Boniol, K, 5- 11/148, Soph.; Glenn 
Hunt, T, 6-4/275, Sr.; Gene Johnson, QB, 6- 1/201, 
Sr.; Jerald Kennedy, WB, 5-7/ 175, Jr.; Willie Roaf, 
T, 6-5/275, Jr. Defense (6): Lorenza Baker, LB, 5- 
10/206, Sr.; Myron Baker, LB, 6- 1/212, Jr.; Kavin 
Crawford, T, 6-2/272, ea Doug Evans, S, 6-0/ 
179, Jr; Demise Loyd, S, 6-1/196, Sr.; Howard 
McMahan, T, 6-3/236, Sr. 

Other kay returnees: Jason Davis, RB, Jr; Sam 
Hughes, OB, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Daryl Altic, P, Jr. (JC); Paul Bland, 
FL, Jr. (JC); John Boyd, DB, Jr. (JC); Jason Coo- 
per, RB, Fr.; Chris Gray, DB, Fr.; John Henry, SE, 
Jr. (JC); Ren Robinson, SE/DB, Fr. (RS); John 
Spangler, WR, Fr. (RS); John Sweeney, TE, dr. 
(JC); Mike Washington, RB, Fr. (RS). 

Schedule: At Houston, Aug. 31; Montana, Sept. 14; 
at Eastern Michigan, Sept. 21; at Arkansas State, 
Sept. 28; at Northern Illinois, Oct. 5; at South 
Carolina, Oct. 12; at Southwestern Louisiana, Oct. 
26; Northeast Louisiana, Nov. 2; Southern Illinois, 
Nov. 9; Southern Mississippi, Nov. 16; at Texas-El 
Paso, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Bulldogs. 

Sits; Ruston, La. 


Like arock: Linebacker Robert Jones, the nation’s top returning tackler, is a pillar around 


which to build the East Carolina defense. 
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Outlook: The cry in Ruston this fall will 
be “encore, encore!” after Louisiana 
Tech survived its second year in Divi- 
sion I-A with a winning record. The 
Bulldogs’ 8-3 season earned them a 
berth in the Independence Bowl. And 
with a talented stockpile of redshirts 
and junior college transfers coming in 
this fall, another eight regular-season 
wins is possible. 

Offensive strengths: Louisiana Tech is 
blessed with two good quarterbacks in 
Gene Johnson and Sam Hughes. Jason 
Davis will replace the departed Michael 
Richardson as the chief rushing threat. 
Three starting linemen are back. 
Offensive weaknesses: After Davis, 
there is little depth at running back. 
The Bulldogs also need more produc- 
tion from their tight ends. It will be 
hard to find an adequate replacement 
for standout center Trey Snodgrass. 
Defensive strengths: The “Fabulous 
Baker Brothers” (Myron and Lorenza) 
give Tech a tough twosome at line- 
backer. The secondary could be one of 
the Bulldogs’ best in recent years. 
Defensive weaknesses: The biggest hole 
to fillis that left by Eric Shaw, who was 
a fearsome pass rusher and the team’s 
second-leading tackler last season. 
Special teams: Record-setting Chris 
Boniol is only a sophomore and should 
be the team’s place-kicker for the next 
three years. The new punter will likely 
be junior college transfer Daryl Altic. 
Key to success: Developing a running 
game to complement a traditionally 
strong passing attack. 

Sure signs of trouble: If highly regarded 
junior college transfers Paul Bland and 
John Henry don’t live up to expecta- 
tions and if Davis is injured in the 
opener at Houston. 

Coach Joe Raymond Peace says: “We 
play seven I-A opponents, and only one 
of those games is at our place. Having 
that kind of schedule is always difficult. 
It’ll make it that much tougher to 
match our 1990 season.” 


x Nio/sw LOUISIANA 


Coach: Nelson Stokley (30-25, 5 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. 

Key losses: Van Ray Alexander, S; P.D. Broussard, 
RB; Clifford Champ, LB; Pat Decuir, DT; Lamar 
Evans, LB; Dwayne Fontenette, LB; Mike Lemoine, 
K; Quent McCollum, WR; Blake Meischen, NG; Chip 
Morgan, C; Paul Norton, OT; Todd Scott, CB; Corey 
Williams, WR. 

Starters returning: Offense {7}: Wayde Butler, WR 
(switched from RB), 5-11/181, Jr; Damon Den- 
aburg, FB, 5-9/ 197, Jr.; Charlie Forman, WR, 5- 
11/181, Sr.; James Freeman, QB, 6-1/214, Jr.; 
Adam Johnson, G, 6-4/291, Sr.; Roderick Tripp, G, 
6-0/266, Sr.; Troy Wingerter, T, 6-2/265, Sr. De- 
fense (4): James Atkins, T, 6-6/275, Jr.; Donald 
Collins, CB, 5-8/ 180, Sr.; Peter Hypolite, S, 5-8/ 
197, Sr.; William Sims, LB, 6-3/252, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Randy Baggett, P, Jr.; Richie 
Cunningham, K, Jr.; Sam Eager, FB, Jr; Jonas 
Francois, LB, Jr.; Reginald Francois, FB, Jr.; 
Tyjuan Hayes, QB, Soph.; Geoff LeJeune, WR, Sr. 
(RS/medical); Buck Moncla, TE, Soph.; Troy Tau- 
riac, WR, Jr.; John Wolfe, CB, Jr. 

Top newcomers; Kirk Champagne, OT, Jr. (JC); 
Marshall Frank, LB, Sr. (transfer/Louisiana 
State); Tyrone Jones, WR, Jr. (JC); a Laxey, 
WR, Soph. (Prop 42); Steve Mocek, TB, Fr.; 


returning starter. 


Charles Pool, LB, Soph. (Prop 42); Andre Reece, 

TB, Jr. (transfer/Purdue); Orlanda Thomas, S, Fr.; 

ise Williams, QB, Fr.; Jamereal Wright, OT, Jr. 
). 

Schedule; Northeast Louisiana, Aug. 31; at Central 

Michigan, Sept. 7; at Wyoming, Sept. 14; at Ar- 

kansas, Sept. 21; at Texas A&M, Sept. 28; Miami of 

Ohio, Oct. 5; Tulsa, Oct. 12; Louisiana Tech, Oct. 

26; at Northern Illinois, Nov. 2; at Auburn, Nov. 9; 

at Arkansas State, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Ragin’ Cajuns. 

Site: Lafayette, La. 


Outlook: The task for Coach Nelson 
Stokley is to reestablish confidence ina 
team that slipped to 5-6 last year after 
four straight winning seasons. But a 
schedule that includes seven road 
games will make it difficult. 7 
Offensive strengths: The Ragin’ Cajuns 
are deep at quarterback, headed by re- 
turning starter James Freeman. Versa- 
tile Wayde Butler moves to receiver, 
while freshman Steve Mocek settles in 
at tailback as the Cajuns scrap the run- 
and-shoot for the I-formation. 
Offensive weaknesses: The switch to 
the I-formation should help the running 
game, but it will be a hindrance until 
players adapt. A mediocre line will 
offer little support. 

Defensive strengths: When he’s healthy, 
inside linebacker William Sims paces a 
strong defense. Tackle James Atkins, 
cornerback Donald Collins and fresh- 
man safety Orlanda Thomas assume 
critical leadership roles on a speedy 
unit. ; 

Defensive weaknesses: Lack of depth, 


Great depth: The Ragin’ Cajuns are deep at quarterback, where James Freeman is the 


Meets Wwe 


sess 


which decimated a once-strong defense 
in 1990. Stopping the run, a problem in 
'90, also is a priority. 

Special teams: The Cajuns must replace 
both kickers, with Richie Cunningham 
the likely place-kicker and Randy 
Baggett the probable punter. Butler 
and Troy Tauriac are the return men. 
Key to success: Staying out of the train- 
ing room. The entire months of Sep- 
tember and November will be spent on 
the road, and one or two key injuries 
could be devastating. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Freeman and 
Tyjuan Hayes are no more comfortable 
in the I-formation than they appeared 
last year in the run-and-shoot. 

Coach Nelson Stokley says: “We could 
have one of the best defenses we’ve had 
since we've been here. Our defensive 
line really improved in the spring. 
There definitely will be competition at 
quarterback when we report back in 
August.” 


\U/ TULANE 


Coach: Greg Davis (13-21, 3 years). 
1990 record: 4-7. 

Key losses: Lenzer Burton, LB; Corey Dowden, CB; 
Melvin Ferdinand, WR; Charles Hobbs, 0G; Jeff 
Kinyo, TE; Mike Milich, OT; Mike Riley, CB; Jay 
Rink, DE; Brian Ryder, LB; Darin Shoulders, OT; 
nae Smith, QB; Pat Stant, LB; Andrew Treadway, 


Starters returning: Offense (6): Sam Atkins, T, 6-4/ 
288, Sr.; Gary Butler, K, 5-6/145, Jr; Charles 
Herrman, C, 6-3/240, Sr.; Chance Miller, FB, 5-9/ 
190, Jr.; Terrance Strickland, RB, 5-8/194, Sr, 
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(out for '91 season/knee); Jerry Ursin, WR, 6-1/ 
210, Sr. Defense (6): Michael Batiste, E, 6-3/294, 
Soph.; Ray Benford, LB (switched from £), 6-2/ 
238, Sr.; Chip Clark, S/P, 5- 10/170, Soph.; Ronnie 
Clement, T, 6-3/274, Sr.; Rod McDowell, CB, 6-0/ 
181, Jr.; Mark Thornhill, S, 5-11/ 186, Jr. 
Other key returnees: Stanley Barre’, TE, Sr. Brant 
Byrd, OT, Soph.; Reggie Davis, 0G, Soph.; Michael 
Dove, DE, Soph.; Billy Duncan, QB, Soph.; Wilbert 
Gilmore, CB, Soph.; Ruffin Hamilton, LB, Soph; 
Kevin Jantschek, DT, Sr.; Darren McGowan, DE, 
Osby Ursin, WR, Soph.; Shane Wiegand, LB, 
ph. 
Top neweomers: Erik Bruce, TE, Fr. (RS); Eric Fill- 
more, OT, Jr. (JC); Mare Milano, DE, Fr. (RS); 
Scott Sanchez, TE, Fr. (RS); Michael Smartt, LB, 
a Rey Mike Staid, S, Fr. (RS); Marcos Vela, LB, 
r. (RS). 
Schedule: Mississippi, Aug. 31; at Florida State, 
Sept. 7; at Mississippi State, Sept. 14; Rice, Sept. 
21; Syracuse, Sept. 28;Southern Methodist, Oct. 5; 
at Alabama, Oct. 12; at Southern Mississippi, Oct. 
19; at East Carolina, Nov. 2; Navy, Nov. 9; Loui- 
Siana State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Green Wave. 
Site: New Orleans. 


Outlook: With records of 5-6, 4-8 and 4-7 
the last three years, Coach Greg Davis 
is under the gun to produce a winner. 
Unfortunately for him, the prognosis 
isn’t good. He has an untested quarter- 
back and a suspect defense. And, add- 


ing injury to insult, Terrance Strick- | 


land, the Green Wave's triple-threat 
running back, will miss the season after 
suffering a severe knee injury in spring 
practice. 

Offensive strengths: Fullback Chance 


Miller rushed for 805 yards last season. | 


The Ursin cousins, Jerry and Will, pro- 
vide a passing option—if someone can 
get the ball to them. 

Offensive weaknesses: Sophomore Billy 
Duncan, whose career as a quarter- 
back consists of two passes—an inter- 
ception and an incompletion—is the 
projected starter. There is similar inex- 
perience at tight end. 

Defensive strengths: Free safety Mark 
Thornhill, a headhunter who’s always 
around the ball, was defensive captain 
last season as a sophomore. He’s the 
Green Wave's top returning tackler. Se- 
nior Ray Benford has moved from end 
to middle linebacker, which is the key 
to Tulane’s switch from an eight-man 
front toa 4-3. 

Defensive weaknesses: Mammoth end 


Michael Batiste needs to get in better 


shape to strengthen the pass rush. 
Special teams: Davis expects improve- 
ment from place-kicker Gary Butler, 
who was slowed by a sore hamstring 
most of last season. Chip Clark, a start- 
ing safety, had a decent season punting 
(38.l-yard average) as a freshman last 
year. 

Key to success: Steady quarterback 
play. Davis uses a pro-style passing 
game. 


Sure sign of trouble: If Duncan fails to [ie 
establish himself as the No. 1 quarter- [Re§ 


back early in the season. 
Coach Greg Davis says: ‘We need to 


make sure we keep the ball spread | 


around on offense and don’t put too 
much burden on any one position.” 


Continued 
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N. ILLINOIS 


Coach: Charlie Sadler (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 6-5. 

Key lossas: Chad Bullock, OT; Cary Caliendo, DE; 
Kevin Cassidy, S; Mark Clancy, SE; Scott Elliot, 
06; Rich Favor, CB; Eric Fiene, OT; John Ivanic, K; 
James Randall, DE; Stacey Robinson, QB; Paul 
Rogan, LB; Claude Royster, TE; Tom Osteen, DT; 
Brett Schroeder, HB; Mike Strasser, HB; Earl 
Upton, CB; Eric Wenckowski, C. 

Starters returning: Offense {2}: Adam Dach, FB, 6-0/ 
206, Sr.; Mike Westrick, G, 6-2/252, Sr, Defense 
(5): Steve Christian, LB, 6-2/211, Sr.; Steve Hen- 
riksen, LB, 6-2/234, Sr.; Dave Jensen, P, 6-2/ 190, 
Sr.; Steve Kurtz, LB, 6-2/27, Jr; Rob Wagner, E, 
6-5/254, Jr. 

Other key returnees: Darin Buchanan, OT, Sr.; Brad 
Capes, OT, Jr.; Dave Gulley, S, Sr.; Eric Lacy, CB, 
Soph.; Tim O'Brien, C, Soph.; Raymond Roberts, 
TE, Soph.; Steve Rodgers, WR, Jr.; Rob Rugai, OB, 
dr; Jeff Taylor, S, Jr.; Scott Van Bellinger, DE, Sr.; 
Eric White, NG, Sr.; Ken Williams, 06, Jr.; Steve 
Wild, LB, Soph.; Larry Wynn, WR, Jr. 

Top newcomers: Sean Allgood, FL, Fr. (RS); Vito 
Cinquepalmi, OG, Jr. (JC); Mike Duchane, LB, Fr. 
(RS); Darvell Ecford, LB, Fr. (RS); Elroy Glover, 
LB, Fr. (RS); Leshon Johnson, TB, Jr. (JC): 
Stacey McKinney, OB, Jr. (JC); Balden Polk, CB, 
Jr. (JC); Bobby Stevens, CB, Fr. (RS/academics). 
Schedule; At Fresno State, Sept. 7; Arkansas State, 
Sept. 14; at Kansas State, Sept. 21; at lowa, Sept. 
28; Louisiana Tech, Oct. 5; Western Michigan, Oct. 
12; at Florida, Oct. 19; at Akron, Oct. 26; South- 
western Louisiana, Nov. 2; Illinois State, Nov. 16; 
at Toledo, Nov, 23. 

Nickname: Huskies, 

Site: DeKalb, Ill. 


Outlook: With road games against Iowa 
and Florida and only two starters re- 
turning on offense, the patience of first- 
year Coach Charlie Sadler will be 
tested. A defense that plays with reck- 
less abandon will liven things up, as will 
a new multiple-I offense that suppos- 
edly will feature more passing than 
people in DeKalb have seen in years. 
Offensive strengths: Adam Dach is the 
country’s top returning ground-gainer 
among fullbacks. Wide receiver Larry 
Wynn is a threat, as is junior college 
transfer tailback Leshon Johnson. An- 
other junior college transfer, quarter- 
back Stacey McKinney, possesses 
many of the same running skills as the 
departed Stacey Robinson. 

Offensive weaknesses: Only guard Mike 
Westrick returns to a line that helped 
the Huskies average a national-best 
344.6 yards rushing per game in 1990. 
The passing attack is unproven, forcing 
McKinney or Rob Rugai to fill huge 
shoes at quarterback. 

Defensive strengths: Active linebackers 
Steve Henriksen, Steve Wild, Steve 
Christian and Elroy Glover could spark 
the Huskies’ new 5-2 defense. There’s 
plenty of ability in the secondary, too. 
Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
is athletic, but raw. Learning new cov- 
erages is a top priority. 

Special teams: Kicker John Ivanic, who 
set 11 school records, is gone. Matt 
Golden or Willy Roy Jr. will handle the 
kicking. Punter Dave Jensen returns. 
Keys to success: Adapting to Sadler’s 
new offense and defense quickly and 
developing an offensive line that can 
spring Dach and Johnson and protect 
the quarterback. 

Sure sign of trouble: Quarterbacks run- 
ning for their lives rather than yardage. 


ground-gainer among fullbacks. 
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Top dog: The Northern Illinois Huskies’ Adam Dach is the country’s top returning 


Coach Charlie Sadler says: “I hate to 
make comparisons, but there are sev- 
eral positions on defense where we are 
better than at Oklahoma (where he was 
defensive coordinator) the last three 
years. We can go play defense against 
anybody.” 


NU9/ navy 


Coach: George Chaump (5-6, 1 year; 62-38-2 
overall, 9 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. 

Key losses: Dave Berghult, TE; Bill Bowling, LB; 
Brad Brown, LB; Scott Carson, DB; Jerry Dawson, 
WR; Bob Friedman, 0; Alton Grizzard, QB; Greg 
Hlatky, OT; Chris Janke, DT; Andy Kirkland, MG; 
Kwame Moultrie, FB; Jason Pace, TB. 

Starters returning: Offense (4): Michael Davis, T/G, 
6-3/279, Sr; Dan Dunaway, G, 6-3/251, Sr.; 
David Lillefloren, G, 6- 1/240, Sr.; B.J. Mason, SE, 
5-8/ 165, Sr. Defense (6): Chris Cordero, CB, 5-8/ 
176, Sr.; Mark Ellis, LB, 6-0/200, Jr.; Darrell Gra- 
ham, S, 5- 11/193, Jr; Bob Kuberski, T, 6-4/271, 
Jr; Byron Ogden, LB, 5- 11/211, Sr.; Bill Yancey, 
CB, 6- 1/190, Sr. : 

Other key returnees: Chris Beck, LB, Jr.; Brian Ellis, 
QB, Jr.; Steve Himelspach, LB, Jr.; Rob Holmberg, 
FL, Jr.; Dan Pidgeon, DT, Soph.; Brad Stramanak, 
FB, Soph.; Jason Van Matre, QB, Soph. 

Top newcomers: None. 

Schedule; Ball State, Sept. 7; at Virginia, Sept. 14; 
William & Mary, Sept. 21; Bowling Green State, 
Sept. 28; Air Force, Oct. 12; at Temple, Oct. 19; 
Delaware, Oct. 26; at Notre Dame, Nov. 2; at Tu- 
lane, Nov. 9; Wake Forest, Nov. 23; Army (at 
Philadelphia), Dec. 7. 

Nickname: Midshipmen. 

Site: Annapolis, Md. 


Outlook: George Chaump enters his sec- 
ond year at Annapolis with great expec- 
tations but without quarterback Alton 
Grizzard. If the Middies are to improve 
on last season’s five victories (their 
most since 1982), they must find a re- 
placement for Grizzard and fix a porous 
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defense. 

Offensive strengths: The line should be 
bigger and more experienced, and wide 
receivers B.J. Mason and Rob Holm- 
berg will provide good targets for the 
new quarterback. Sophomore fullback 
Brad Stramanak has a good blend of 
speed and power. 

Offensive weaknesses: Quarterback. 
Grizzard was a four-year starter, and 
Chaump is uncertain about his succes- 
sor. Sophomore Jason Van Matre is a 
strong runner, while junior Brian Ellis 
can pass well. The Middies also need a 
tailback. 

Defensive strengths: Outside lineback- 
ers Byron Ogden and Mark Ellis return, 
while two starters and a lot of depth are 
back on the line. 

Defensive weaknesses: As usual, 
Navy’s front seven is undersized. There 
is inexperience at inside linebacker, 
and the secondary was far too generous 
in 1990. 

Special teams: Punter Jefferson Trip- 
lett (36.8-yard average) was inconsis- 
tent last season, and Chaump hopes se- 
nior Tom Frosch can improve on Frank 
Schenk’s seven-for-13 field-goal perfor- 
mance last year. 

Key to success: Navy must play better 
defense; last year, the Middies surren- 
dered 374.6 yards per game. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Chaump can’t de- 
cide on a quarterback and Van Matre 
and Ellis take turns taking snaps. 
Coach George Chaump says: “I think 
we'll have a pretty fair defense, and if 
we can move the ball a little on offense, 
we'll be OK. The progress at quarter- 
back means so much in terms of our 
success on offense.” 


NV9/anuy 


Coach: Bob Sutton (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 
Key losses: Rick Angle, DB; Doug Baker, OT; Calvin 
Cass, HB; Greg Cleveland; OT; gt Farnsworth, 
DB; Ed Givens, DB; Terry Hill, NG; Mike May- 
weather, HB; Greg M avero, DT; Chet Nadolski, 
LB; Anthony Noto, LB; Bret Petkus, 0G; Rone Reed, 
LB; John Robb, LB; Bill Speier, C. 
Starters returning: Offense (6): Steve Chaloult, G, 6- 
5/290, Sr.; Mark Dawkins, TE, 6-5/235, Sr.; 
Patmon Malcom, K, 6-0/ 172, Jr.; Willie McMillian, 
QB, 6- 1/190, Sr.; Callian Thomas, FB, 5-9/ 196, 
Sr.; Myreon Williams, SE, 6-0/200, Sr. Defense (3): 
Lance Chambers, T, 6-3/245, Sr.; Percy Coard, 
OB 5-9/175, Sr.; Mike McElrath, DB, 5-10/ 187, 
r. 

Other key returnees: Trey Gilmore, LB, Sr.; Duncan 
Johnson, DB, Jr.; Chris Knox, LB, Jr.; Dan Men- 
endez, OT, Sr.; Edrian Oliver, HB, Sr.; John Pirog, 
0G, Jr.; Aaron Scott, C, Sr.; Arlen Smith, HB, Sr.; 
Todd Turner, DB, Soph. 
Top newcomers: None. 

ule: ee Sept. 14; North Carolina, Sept. 
21; Harvard, Sept. 28; at Rutgers, Oct. 5; The Cita- 
del, Oct. 12; at Louisville, Oct. 19; Boston College, 
Oct. 26; Vanderbilt, Nov. 2; at Air Force, Nov. 9; 
Akron, Nov. 16; Navy (at Philadelphia), Dec. 7. 
Nickname: Cadets. 
Site; West Point, N.Y. 


Outlook: Bob Sutton replaces Jim 
Young after the latter led Army to its 
only three bowl appearances in history. 
Young announced his retirement be- 
fore last season, so Sutton has had a 
whole year to figure out how to rebuild 
a defense that lost nine starters. He 
also must replace Mike Mayweather, 
Army’s all-time rushing leader. 


Offensive strengths: Willie McMillian 
(900 yards rushing, 455 passing last sea- 
son) is the prototype wishbone quarter- 
back. Fullback Callian Thomas and 
wide receiver Myreon Williams are 
other returnees who should give 
Army’s opponents fits. 

Offensive weaknesses: The departure of 
Mayweather (1,338 yards rushing last 
year, 4,299 in his career) and fellow 
halfback Calvin Cass could cripple the 
Cadets’ wishbone attack. Guard Steve 
Chaloult is the lone returnee from last 
year’s strong offensive line. 


Defensive strengths: There aren't 
many. Junior free safety Mike McE]l- 
rath is Army’s best defensive player, 
and tackle Lance Chambers chipped in 
with 66 tackles last year. 

Defensive weaknesses: Take your pick. 
The linebacking, however, appears to 
be particularly bad. 

Special teams: Junior place-kicker 
Patmon Malcom converted 12 of 14 
field-goal attempts in 1990, while Ed- 
rian Oliver averaged 20.4 yards per 
kickoff return. 


Keys to success: A lot of “musts” must 
happen for the Cadets: The offensive 
line must mature, dependable half- 
backs must emerge and Sutton must re- 
build the defense quickly. 

Sure sign of trouble: If McMillian is 
throwing the ball 10 times every game, 
the wishbone isn’t working. 

Coach Bob Sutton says: “We have a 
major rebuilding job on defense. I’m 
concerned about our personnel and the 
development of our basic system.” 


Coach: Tim Murphy (2-19-1, 2 years; 17-27-1 
overall, 4 years). 

1990 record: 1-10. 

Key losses: Rodney Harris, S; Don Houser, LB; Kyle 
Stroh, DT; Terry Strong, TB. 

Starters returning: Offenss (10): Paul Anderson, QB, 
6-4/ 198, Soph.; John Arena, G, 6-3/280, Sr.; Mike 
Britford, FB, 5-6/193; Soph.; Damon Bryant, WR, 
5-7/160, Soph.; Chris Carmon, G, 6-3/275, Sr.; 
Jim Carmon, T, 6-5/277, Jr.; Jamie Crysdale, C, 6- 
4/292, Jr.; Richard Johnson, T, 6-4/280, Sr.; Joe 
Koynock, TE, 6-4/232, Sr.; Marlon Pearce, WR, 5- 
8/155, Soph. Defense {8}: Scott Brown, LB, 6-0/ 
239, Jr.; Johnathan Cockrell, S, 5- 11/190, Sr.; 
Nate Dingle, LB, 6-2/239, Soph.; Ronnie Dixon, T, 
6-3/283, Jr.; Bob Duckens, NG, 6-2/249, Soph.; 
Ronnie Shannon, S, 5-9/ 183, Sr.; Andre Sherrod, 
LB, 6-0/219, Sr.; Kelly Sims, CB, 5- 10/200, Sr. 
Other key returnees: Joe Abrams, TB, Jr.; Kris Bjor- 
son, TE, Jr.; Jocelyn Borgella, CB, Soph.; Steve 
Casey, LB, Soph.; Jason Coppess, LB,.Soph.; 
Chuck Fitzgerald FB, Jr, (RS/medical); Brian 
Jenkins, WR, Soph.; Barry Robinson, NG, Jr.; Ray 
Woodside, DT, Soph. 

Top newcomers: Jeff Blaylock, P, Fr.; Muhammad 
Elmubarak, LB, Fr.; Patrick John, LB, Soph. (Prop 
42); Craedel Kimbrough, TB, Fr.; Melvin Lumpkin, 
TB, Fr.; Vincent Powell, TB, Jr. (JC); Jonathan 
Roberts, LB, Fr. (RS); Rick Simons, 0G, Fr. (RS); 
Kyle Stradford, TE, Soph. (Prop 42); Matt Vaupel, 
OT, Fr. (RS); Chris Weng, NG, Soph. (RS). 
Schedule: At Penn State, Sept. 7; at North Carolina, 
Sept. 14; at Bowling Green State, Sept. 21; Miami of 
Ohio, Sept. 28; at Louisville, Oct. 5; at Kent, Oct. 12; 
at eke Tech, Oct. 19; Southern Mississippi, 
Oct. 26; at Kentucky, Nov. 2; Middle Tennessee 
State, Nov, 9; East Carolina, Nov. 23, 

Nickname: Bearcats. 

Site: Cincinnati. 


Outlook: The Bearcats haven't had a 
winning season since 1982 and won't 
this year, either. Coach Tim Murphy, 
who is trying to rebuild a program rav- 
aged by a three-year NCAA probation, 
has approximately 80 scholarship play- 
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ers at his apa: up from the 60 he in- 9 


herited when he took over in 1989. But 
that’s still 15 short of the norm. 
Offensive strengths: Quarterback Paul 


Anderson threw for 1,453 yards and | 


eight touchdowns a year ago while 
breaking virtually every Cincinnati 
freshman passing record. Tailback 
Vince Powell, the top junior college 


rusher in the nation two years ago, will e= 


be available after sitting out a year to 
fulfill a residency requirement. 


Offensive weaknesses: The line remains | 


suspect even though the Bearcats are 
three deep at-each position for the first 
time since Murphy’s arrival. There is 


no proven running back to take the | 
place of tailback Terry Strong, last | 


year’s leading rusher. 


Defensive strengths: Cornerback Kelly | 
Sims and free safety Ronnie Shannon | 
are both three-year starters in the Cin- | 


cinnati secondary. 


Defensive weaknesses: The Bearcats | 


finished last in the nation in scoring de- 
fense (41.8 points per game) in 1990. 
They are easily pushed around up front 
and lack a strong, physical pass rusher. 
They have been helpless against the run 
thelasttwoseasons. * 


Special teams: David Rowe made six of | 
seven field-goal attempts inside the 40- | 
yard line and seven of 11 overall last | 


year. Freshman Jeff Blaylock will be 
the punter. 


Key to success: The Bearcats must start | 


hitting some people on defense. 


Sure sign of trouble: If the defense again | 
gives up 287 yards rushing per game 


and the offense seldom gets on the field. 


Continued 
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Coach Tim Murphy says: “To win, we 
have to play better defense. Last year 
we moved the ball effectively but could 
not control the clock. The defense spent 
too much time on the field.” } 


Coach: Dave Rader ( 13-21, 3 years). 
1990 record: 3-8. 


Kay losses: Chris Briscoe, DB; Frank Cassano, FL; 
Chris Fancher, OT; Archie Malloy, SE; Wes 
McCalip, 0G; Sidney Prince, LB; Gus Spanos, 06; 
Dan Tarabrella, OT; Derrick Williams, LB. 

Starters returning: Offense (7): Bill Buehner, RB, 6- 
1/232, Jr.; Gus Frerotte, OB, 6-4/218, Soph.; Chris 
i ee TB, 6-2/185, Jr.; Todd McGuire, C, 6-4/ 
280, Sr.; Jerry Ostroski, G, 6-4/305, Sr.; Jace 
Seals, K, 5- 10/170, Sr.; Fallon Wacasey, TE, 6-8/ 
255, Sr. Defense (7): James Blake, S, 5- 11/195, 
Soph.; Louis Curtis, CB, 5- 10/187, Sr; Herbert 
Harvey, CB, 6-0/188, Jr.; Phil Holmes, NG, 6-1/ 
281, Jr; Tracy Scroggins, LB, 6-4/252, Sr.; Aaron 
Talat E, 6-3/255, Jr.; Mike White, LB, 6-0/245, 


4 
Other key returnees: Dan Bitson, SE, Sr. (RS/medi- 
cal); Chris Bratcher, LB, Jr.; Mark Govi, OT, Jr.; 
Willie Hill, DB, Jr.; Ron Jackson, TB, Jr.; Mark 
Matheson, O8, Jr.; Joe Dan McAdams, LB, Sr. 
(RS/knee); Barry Minter, LB, Jr.; T.J. Rubley, QB, 
Sr. (RS/knee); J. Paul Russell, OT, Jr.; Brian 
Smith, LB, Sr.; Lou Spanos, OL, Jr.; Brian Thomp- 
son, SE, Jr. 
Top newcomers: Harvey Crowder, SE, Jr. (JC); 
Marlo Fair, FL, Jr. (JC); Steve Ford, DB, Jr. (JC); 
Dennis Hickey, DB, Jr. (JC); Abe Hoskins, SE, Jr. 
(JC); Chandler Norton, DB, Jr. (JC). 
Schedule: Southwest Missouri State, Aug. 31; Ok- 
lahoma State, Sept. 7; at Kansas, Sept. 14; Texas 
A&M, Se 21; Miami (Fla.), Sept. 28; at South- 
western Louisiana, Oct. 12; at Memphis State, Oct. 
26; Southern Mississippi, Nov. 2; Louisville, Nov. 
16; Ohio University, Nov. 23; at Southern Method- 
ist, Nov. 30. 
Nickname; Golden Hurricane. 
Site: Tulsa, Okla. 


Outlook: The best-case scenario would 
be for quarterback T.J. Rubley and 
wide receiver Dan Bitson to recover 
fully from their injuries and new coor- 
dinator Rockey Felker to fully imple- 
ment his offensive system. But withthe 
Golden Hurricane facing perhaps its 
most difficult schedule ever, they 
would be thrilled to finish above .500. 
Offensive strengths: Rubley, who 
missed eight games last year because 
of a knee injury, has thrown for more 
than 7,000 yards and can produce points 
in a hurry. The line is big, deep and ex- 
perienced. Tailbacks Chris Hughley 
and Ron Jackson are capable runners, 
Offensive weaknesses: With Bitson out 
all of last year recovering from serious 
injuries suffered in a car crash, Tulsa 
had no quality wide receivers. Four 
junior college receivers have been 
signed to help fill the void. 

Defensive strengths: Standout Mike 
White is joined by Barry Minter and 
Tracy Scroggins on a fine linebacking 
crew. Phil Holmes is a steady nose- 
guard. 

Defensive weaknesses: The secondary 
lacks speed and man-to-man cover abil- 
ity and will depend on junior college 
transfers for improvement. A small, 
thin line lacks a proven pass rusher. 


| Special teams: Jace Seals is a solid 


place-kicker, but the new punter is a 
freshman. Tulsa must make drastic im- 
provement on its kickoff coverage. 


Well- guarded tailback: Tu/sa’s Chris 
Hughley will have the luxury of running 
behind a big, deep, experienced offensive 
line. 


Keys to success: Avoiding injuries and 
playing with emotion. Too often Tulsa 
has reflected the reserved nature of 
Coach Dave Rader on the field. 

Sure sign of trouble: If Rubley’s knee 
doesn’t fully heal. 

Coach Dave Rader says: “This is the 
most formidable schedule we’ve ever 
had. I know our coaches are excited 
about it, and I hope our players are, 
too.” 


NV7/axron 


Coach: Gerry Faust (25-28-2, 5 years; 55-54-3 
overall, 10 years.) 
1 3-7-1. 
Key losses: Scott Brown, DT; John Clark, LB; Brian 
Hilk, LB; Ozzie Jackson, DB; Doug Lewis, TB; Gary 
Ralston, OT; Marcus Reliford, TB; Shawn Vincent, 
DB; Jeff Williams, WR. 
Startors returning: Offense (8): Daron Alcorn, K/P, 
6-4/215, Jr.; Brett Jackson, G, 6-4/290, Sr.; Tyro- 
ne Nelson, FB, 6-0/220, Sr.; Mike O'Connor, C, 6- 
1/260, Sr.; Harold Robinson, WR, 5- 11/180, Sr.; 
Chris Shee, G, 6-3/255, Sr.; Chris Suytak, T, 6-7/ 
290, Jr.; Jeff Sweitzer, QB, 6-0/190, Sr. Defense 
(3): ee Anderson, NG, 5- 11/270, Soph.; Eric 
reg , 6-5/255, Sr.; Bruce Keys, LB, 6-5/245, 
I. 
Other key returnees: Jerry Best, LB, ur; Troy Camp- 
bell, RB, Jr; Bradford Jones, WR, Sr.; Mike Orb- 
ovich, LB, Jr; Doug Sumer, DL, Jr. 
Top newcomers: Nate Bush, WR, Fr.; Morris Cosey, 
OL, Fr.; Marion Jacobs, RB, Fr.; Matt Kaulig, OB, 
Fr.; Chad Licht, LB, Fr.; Ramont Small, RB, Fr. 
Schedule: At Western Michigan, Sept. 7; Illinois 
State, Sept. 14; at Central Michigan, Sept. 21; 
Northern Arizona, Sept. 28; at East Carolina, Oct. 
5; Youngstown State, Oct. 12; Arkansas State, Oct. 
19; Northern Illinois, Oct. 26; at Virginia Tech, Nov. 
9; at Army, Nov. 16; at Temple, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Zips. 
Site; Akron, 0. 
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Outlook: After five years of waiting for 
Gerry Faust to build a winning Division 
I-A program, expectations have 
dropped to just building a foundation. 
The Zips have not had back-to-back 
winning seasons under Faust and have 
consistently struggled to beat even Di- 
vision I-AA teams, particularly rival 
Youngstown State. 

Offensive strengths: Jeff Sweitzer is the 
key to this team. He is a good passer 
and runner as well as a strong leader. 
The line he’ll work behind is big, experi- 
enced and deep. 


Offensive weaknesses: Marcus Reliford 
was dismissed from campus after 
pleading guilty to burglary, forcing the 
Zips to scramble for a replacement tail- 
back. Troy Campbell emerged as a pos- 
sibility last spring, but even if Campbell 
starts, the backups will be unproven 
freshmen. 

Defensive strengths: Wayne Anderson, 
Eric Drakes and Bruce Keys are the 
only returning starters and the Zips’ 
best defensive players. With added 
weight and strength, Anderson should 
improve on a strong freshman season. 
Keys may be the key (no pun intended) 
to the Zips’ defense after moving from 
outside linebacker to the middle. 
Defensive weaknesses: The Zips were 
hurt big-time when linebacker John 
Clark, a Butkus Award nominee in 1990, 
was dismissed from the university 
after being arrested for allegedly sell- 
ing drugs. The entire secondary must 
be replaced, and the linebacking will be 
a patchwork unit. 

Special teams: Junior Daron Alcorn isa 
solid place-kicker/punter. Freshmen 
will be called upon to return kicks and 
punts, but in an emergency, Sweitzer 
has done both well in the past. 

Keys to success: Sweitzer must stay 
healthy, the defense must improve and 
a reliable tailback must be found. 

Sure sign of trouble: More losses to I-AA 
opponents. 

Coach Gerry Faust says: “Considerable 
attention will be given to rebuilding our 
defense. It will be young. That lack of 
experience is a concern.” @ 


Writers contributing to this preview 
were Elton Alexander of the Cleveland 
Plain Dealer (Akron); Bill Bilinski of 
the South Bend Tribune (Notre Dame); 
Rick Bozich of the Louisville Courier- 
Journal (Louisville); Mike Bradley, 
free-lance writer (Army, Navy, Penn 
State); Bruce Brown of the Lafayette 
Daily Advertiser (Southwestern Loui- 
siana); David Carroll, free-lance writer 
(Florida State); Buddy Davis of the 
Ruston Daily Leader (Louisiana Tech); 
Les East of the Times-Picayune (Tu- 
lane); Bob Gillespie of the State (East 
Carolina, South Carolina); Joe Hoppel 
of The Sporting News (Memphis State, 
Southern Mississippi); Bill Koch of the 
Cincinnati Post (Cincinnati); Ken 
MacLeod of the Tulsa Tribune (Tulsa), 
and Rich Strom of the Chicago Tribune 
(Northern Illinois). 


AscendiaeE Louisville. Gach newend 
Schnellenberger has this program on 
the verge of joining college football’s 
elite. His ability to recruit in major 
Midwestern cities has been a key. 
When Schnellenberger took the Louis- 
ville job in Decem- 
ber 1984, he said the 


best shoes to fill: The Rockets 
Notre Dame freshman Mike Miller 
has been described as a Raghib Ismail 
clone. Should he fail to do the job, 
Clint Johnson will get a shot. 


Cardinals would 
win a national title, 
with time the only 
variable. It’s time 
this program is 
mentioned in the 
same breath with 
Miami (Fla.), 
Notre Dame and 
Florida State. 


Bee! 


Best offensive line: 

Florida State 

Bost offensive backfield: 
Florida State : 

Best backup quarterback: 
Brad Johnson, Florida State 
Bost wide receivers: 

Penn State 

Bast clutch recelver: 

Terry Smith, Penn State 


Bost-hitting defensive lineman: 
George Williams, Notre Dame 
Bast linohackers; 

Penn State 

Best- hitting linebacker; 
Marvin Jones, Florida State 
Best secondary: 

Penn State 

Best-hitting defensive back: 
Greg Davis, Notre Dame 


Bast kick- coverage units: 


Notre Dame 


Bost coaching staff; 


Florida State 


Bast coach: 
Lou Holtz, Notre Dame 


Bast Heisman candidate: 
Casey Weldon, OB, Florida State 


Best pro prospect 


Descending: South 
Carolina. When the 
late Joe Morrison 


Bost defensive lina: 
Penn State 


Sas a soe 


Best kicking game: 
Notre Dame 


_ Derek Brown, TE, Notre Dame 


q (N | IDE! VE T = 6 = : a5 HU oe) 


ENTS EI A a 


Most underrated player: Jerome Bet- 
tis, FB, Notre Dame, The Irish havea 
ton of talented running backs, and 
Bettis may be the best of the bunch. 
He’s a dominating blocker and runner 
anda future No. 1 draft pick. 
Impact newcomers: 
ws Huntley Bakich, 
DT, Notre Dame, 
Fr.; Paul Bland, 
FL, Louisiana 
Tech, Jz. CLC) 
Kyle Brady, TE, 
Penn State, Fr. 
(RS); Mike Miller, 
FL, Notre Dame, 
Fr.; Lawrence 
Mitchell, LB, South 
Carolina, Soph. 
(Prop 42); Vincent 
Powell, TB, Cin- 


ratio Smee 


coached the Game- 
cocks in the mid-1980s, this program 
was upwardly mobile. Since Mor- 
rison’s death in 1989, however, South 
Carolina has been going steadily 
downhill. And the speed of the down- 
fall was made more evident by last 
year’s 38-35 home loss to The Citadel. 
The Citadel? 

Nightmare schedule: Notre Dame. In 
addition to playing many of college 
football’s best teams—Michigan, 
Michigan State, Southern California, 
Tennessee and Penn State—the 
Fighting Irish have to deal with the 
fact that each opponent views them as 
their “game of the year.” 

Dream schedule: Akron. Gerry 
Faust’s desire to win has resulted in 
an embarrassing slate that includes 
Northern Arizona, Youngstown State 
and Temple. The Zips could be the na- 
tion’s worst team in 1991, yet finish 
with a winning record, 

Best matchup of the year: Notre Dame 
at Penn State on November 16. If both 
teams emerge unscathed from diffi- 
cult early games, this matchup will 
have a bearing on the national title. 
It’s also a treat to watch Notre 
Dame's Lou Holtz and Penn State’s 
Joe Paterno match coaching wits. 
Worst matchup of the year: Middle 
Tennessee State at Florida State on 
October 19. A couple dozen marginal 
Seminole players will assure them- 
selves of letters by playing in this ex- 
hibition. The Vegas line should favor 
Florida State by about 70 points. 
Shocker of the year: Hawaii over 
Notre Dame on November 30. The 
Rainbow Warriors always seem to 
play their best against the best. With 
the Irish coming off games against 
Tennessee and Penn State and looking 
forward to a major bowl bid, the logis- 
tics are right for a major upset. 

Bowl bound: Florida State, Penn 
State, Notre Dame, Louisville and 
Southern Mississippi are certain to 
play postseason games this year. 


RNING. EAT 


R RETURI 


Rushing: Wen Davis, Louisiana Tech, “929 

yds./game (164 att., 929 yds., 8 TDs, 5.7 

avg.): 

Passing efficiency: Casey Weldon, Florida State, 

152.7 rating pts. (182 att., 112 comp., 1600 
yds. 12 TDs). 

Total offense: Bobby Fuller, South Carolina, 

200.9 yds./game (-162 yds. rushing, 2372 

yds; passing, 2210 total yds.). 

Receiving: Joe Koynock, Cincinnati, 4.4 rec./ 

game (44 rec., 496. yds., 4 TDs, 11.3 avg.). 

Scoring: Amp Lee, Florida State, 9.8 pts./game 

(18 TDs, 0 PATs, 0 FGs, 108 pts.). 

Punting: Klaus Wilmsmeyer, Louisville, 43.0 

avg. (48 punts, 2062 yds. ). 

Punt returns; Terrell Buckley, Florida State, 

14.6 avg. (24 att., 350 yds., 2 TDs). 

Kickoff returns: Dion Johnson, East Carolina, 

25.9. avg, (34 att., 879 yds., 1 TD). 

Field goals: Chris Boniol, Louisiana Tech, 1.6 

FG/game (17/24 FGs, 71%). 

interceptions: Terrell Buckley, Florida State, 

and Leonard Humphries, Penn State, 0.55 int./ 

game Age te 


MESES tar 3e 


Thumbs up: Bobby Fuller had the 
third-best passing season in South 
Carolina history last year. 
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cinnati, Jr. (JC); 
Marquette Smith, TB, Florida State, 
Fr. 

Coach of the year: Bobby Bowden, 
Florida State. He has the nation’s best 
team and has built the finest pro- 
gram. The Seminoles are the team of 
the ’90s. 

Coach on the hot seat: Greg Davis, 
Tulane. The school’s hierarchy be- 
lieves the Green Wave can be compet- 
itive in 1991. That doesn’t bode well for 
Davis, who has posted a 13-21 record 
in three years and had rather medio- 
cre recruiting efforts thus far. Any- 
thing less than six wins this fall will 
likely result in his ouster. 

Best bets: Notre Dame Coach Lou 
Holtz will be rumored as the leading 
candidate for almost every job open- 
ing, including some in the World 
League of American Football as an 
owner/coach. ... Notre Dame and 
Florida State each will win more 
games than Army and Navy com- 
bined. ... Akron won't be invited toa 
bowl game... . South Carolina Coach 
Sparky Woods will be in trouble if the 
Gamecocks do not post a winning 
record this year. ... Louisiana Tech 
won’t play in a second straight bowl 
game. ... If completely recovered 
from his knee injury, Tulsa quarter- 
back T.J. Rubley will be among the 
first 50 players taken in the 1992 Na- 
tional Football League draft. 

Odds and ends: Northern Illinois 
should brace for a rude welcome 
when it opens its season at Fresno 
State on September 7. A year ago, the 
Huskies crushed Fresno State, 73-18, 
one week after the Bulldogs moved 
into the Associated Press Top 25 rank- 
ings (at No. 24). The Bulldogs had 
waited a long time to get some nation- 
al recognition and, once they finally 
got it, were humiliated. Stacey Robin- 
son, who rushed for 308 yards (an 
NCAA record for a quarterback) in 
that game, is gone, but the Bulldogs’ 
memories of that game will be fresh. 
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Making a run (literally ) 


Backfield is key to Seminoles’ bid for No. 1 spot 


By DAVID H. CARROLL 
Free-lance writer 


alk of winning the national foot- 
i ball championship has become an 


annual rite on the Florida State 
campus in recent years. And why not? 
Each year the Seminoles appear to be 
destined for kingpin status, only to be 
sidetracked by an early-season loss be- 
fore finishing strong. But this year 
could be different. Florida State fans 
think the Seminoles’ 1991 stockpile of 
studs may be the best in school history. 

Nowhere is that array of talent more 
evident than in the offensive backfield, 
where everybody returns from a unit 
that helped the Seminoles average 39.5 
points per game en route to a 10-2 1990 
season. 

“It’s unreal all the depth and athletic 
ability we have in the backfield,” said 
senior quarterback Casey Weldon, who 
looks like San Francisco 49ers quarter- 
back Joe Montana and, with a rifle arm 
and great mobility, plays like him at 
times, too. ‘““We’re loaded two- or three- 
deep around here. My job at FSU is to 
just get the ball in the hands of these 
athletes and let them doit.” 

Lining up behind Weldon in Florida 
State’s starting backfield are depend- 
able fullback Edgar Bennett and elu- 
sive tailback Amp Lee. They are 
backed up by a proven trio that includes 
Brad Johnson at quarterback, Paul 
Moore at fullback and Sean Jackson at 
tailback. Possibly providing extra ex- 
plosiveness will be incoming freshman 
tailback Marquette Smith, who was 
rated the top high school player in the 
country by several scouting services. 

Florida State Coach Bobby Bowden 
believes this group will live up to expec- 
tations if it maintains a good attitude. 

“There’s no doubt that we have a lot 
of skill back there, a lot of tested 
talent,” the veteran coach said. “So 
now it’s a matter of keeping the enthu- 
siasm and staying hungry.” 

You want enthusiasm and hunger? 
Go talk to Bennett about the upcoming 
season while he’s eating hot wings. 

“I definitely feel this might be the 
best team in Florida State’s history,” 
said the 6-foot-1, 222-pound Bennett be- 
tween bites. “The way I look at it, it’s 
national championship or bust.” 

But Bennett almost wasn’t a member 
of the Seminoles’ planned national title 
pilgrimage. He began considering by- 
passing his final year of eligibility to 
turn pro after a frustrating 31-22 loss at 
Miami (Fla.) last October. 

“My bags were almost packed,” he 
said, “I thought it might be time for a 
change.” 
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Just one weapon: Florida State’s deep 
and talented fleet of running backs 
features the likes of Amp Lee, who might 
put up All-America numbers in '91. 


He agonized over it for three months 
before deciding it was in his best inter- 
est to return to Florida State. The pros- 
pects of winning a national champion- 
ship in his senior season weighed 
heavily in Bennett’s decision not to 
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enter the National Football League 
draft early. 

“T think we have a good shot at win- 
ning it,” he said. “I wanted to be here to 
provide senior leadership, and playing 
for a national championship team will 
only help me as far as my future in the 
NFLdraft.” 

Bennett was a big help to the Semi- 
noles last season. He caught 35 passes 
for 395 yards and four touchdowns and 
rushed 61 times for 302 yards and five 
touchdowns. He also opened up holes 
left and right, knocking defenders aside 
like bowling pins. Bowden appreciates 
Bennett’s all-around abilities. 

“We've probably got one of the most 
underrated fullbacks in the country in 
Edgar,” he said. “He blocks, he runs, he 
catches passes. He does anything we 
ask him to do.” : 

Bowden is so pleased with Bennett 
that he plans to get him the ball more 
this year, especially on the run. Bennett 
relishes the opportunity to enhance his 
skills, 

“I can’t wait to go out against BYU 
(the Seminoles’ season-opening oppo- 
nent this year) and establish the run,” 
he said with a smile. 

Bowden is all smiles when he speaks 
of Bennett’s running mate in the back- 
field, Lee. 

“He finds the hole better than any 
back I've ever coached,” Bowden said. 
“He spies his hole, then just sneaks 
right through there. Amp picks his way 
real carefully. The thing that gets me is 
how slippery he is. He has this ability to 
make ‘em miss real bad.” 

Said Lee: “I don’t know what I do or 
why I do it. I mean, I never really think 
about what I’m going to do. I just react 
to the defense. I sort of feel it when 
someone's near me, It’s an instinct I 
think you’re born with.” 

Last year Lee used his instinctive 
running style to score 16 rushing touch- 
downs and gain a team-leading 825 
yards. He also showed considerable 
skill at catching passes out of the back- 
field, totaling 34 receptions for 360 
yards and two scores. Underscoring 
Lee’s reliability were his 158 carries 
without a fumble. 

“He’s just Mr. Smooth, Mr. Consis- 
tent,” Weldon said. 

Lee, a 6-foot, 195-pound junior who 
starred at Chipley (Fla.) High School, 
opened his collegiate career in memo- 
rable fashion against Tulane in 1989 by 
scoring touchdowns two of the first 
three times he touched the football—on 
a six-yard run and an 88-yard catch/ 
run. In his first start later in his fresh- 
man year against Auburn, Lee re- 
sponded with 110 yards on 25 carries. 


Nobody expected him to be such a big 
factor so early. Nobody, that is, except 
Lee. 

“One reason I came here was be- 
cause I saw the opportunity to play a lot 
of football early,” Lee said. “I knew 
with Sammie (Smith) gone, Dexter 
Carter and Chris Parker would be the 
only guys I’d have to compete with. I 
figured I wouldn't have to wait too long 
to show what I could do.” 

The glimpses of greatness that Lee 
flashed as a true freshman became 
more commonplace after he became 
the starting tailback last year. Al- 
though he didn’t carry the ball enough 
to ring up All-America-type numbers, 
Lee couldn’t have been more impres- 
sive to those who saw him regularly. 

“Amp does so many things that make 
him a great back .. . things that I can’t 
coach,” Bowden said. “His ability to be 
running in that direction and see what’s 
happening back over there—I can’t 
teach that. 

“Tf you look at him with a stopwatch, 
you might not be as impressed. But 
when you look at him on film and look 
at the results, that’s when you begin to 
say, ‘Boy, this guy’s got something. 
This guy is special.’ ” 

So is Weldon. He is married to his 
high school sweetheart, has a beautiful 
baby daughter and holds the position— 
starting quarterback at Florida State— 
he’s always dreamed of. 

“T like to say that I’m the richest poor 
person in the world for all I have right 
now,” Weldon said with a big smile. 

He took over his job as Florida State’s 
starting quarterback in midseason of 
last year and led the Seminoles to six 
straight victories (including a win over 
Penn State in the Blockbuster Bowl) 
and a No. 4 ranking in the final national 
polis. He completed 112 of 182 passes for 
1,600 yards and 12 touchdowns and 
threw only four interceptions. Those 
statistics were good enough to place the 
6-1, 194-pounder third in the nation in 
passing efficiency. 

But there was a time when all Weldon 
could do was dream about racking up 
such statistics. Like the time when he 
was 12 years old and served peanuts 
and soft drinks in the Florida State 
press box, and later when he attended 
Bowden's summer football camp to 
show the coach that the local boy from 
tiny North Florida Christian High 
School had a big-time arm. When he fi- 
nally did arrive on the Florida State 
campus, his dream was delayed by a 
three-year apprenticeship under 
former quarterbacks Danny McManus 
in 1987, Chip Ferguson in ’88 and Peter 
Tom Willis in '89. He cleared the final 
hurdle to his dream when he survived a 
nightmarish spring and half a season of 
competing with his best friend, John- 
son, for the starting job last year. 

Finally, Weldon began to turn fan- 
tasy into reality. He was launching 
bombs to open receivers streaking 
downfield, scrambling out of the pocket 
to elude would-be tacklers, creating 


GREPENoOIVE- BACKFIELD S 


1. FLORIDA STATE 
Key players: Edgar Bennett, FB; Sean Jack- 
son, RB; Amp Lee, RB; Paul Moore, FB; 
Marquette Smith, RB; Casey Weldon, OB. 


2. OKLAHOMA 
Key players: Dewell Brewer, RB; Cale Gundy, 
QB; Ted Long, RB; Mike McKinley, FB; Ken- 
yon Rasheed, FB; Earnest Williams, RB. 


3. FLORIDA 
Key players: Chris Bilkie, FB; Shane Mat- 
thews, QB; Willie McClendon, RB; Dexter 
McNabb, FB; Errict Rhett, RB. 


4. GEORGIA TECH 


Key players: William Bell, RB; Shawn Jones, 
QB; Jimy Lincoln, RB; Michael Smith, FB. 


5. NEBRASKA 
_ Key players: Scott Baldwin, 1B; Derek Brown, 
1B; Leodis Flowers, IB; Tom Hasse, QB; 
Mickey Joseph, QB; Omar Soto, FB. 


something out of nothing. “This is all a 
definite carpet ride,” Weldon said. “A 
dream come true.” 

Weldon’s carpet ride reached its 
highest altitude during Florida State’s 
45-30 triumph over Florida. On the 
game’s second play from scrimmage, 
Weldon connected with wide receiver 
Lawrence Dawsey on a 76-yard scoring 
strike. Later he hooked up with Dawsey 
on a 71-yard gain to the Gators’ 2-yard 
line. Weldon finished with a career-high 
325 yards passing and two touchdowns 
on a 13-of-23 performance, averaging a 
school-record 25 yards per completion. 

“Casey’s really got some stuff,” 
Bowden said. ‘‘He’s fluid like Montana; 


Florida State backfield: (from left) Amp Lee, Casey Weldon, Edgar Bennett. 


6. NOTRE DAME 


Key players: Jerome Bettis, FB; Tony Brooks, 
RB; Willie Clark, RB; Rodney Culver, RB; 
Dorsey Levens, RB; Rick Mirer, QB. 


7. CALIFORNIA 
Koy players: Lindsey Chapman, RB; Mike 


Pawlawski, QB; Russell White, RB; Greg 
Zomalt, FB. 


8. TEXAS 
Key Lod Phil Brown, FB; Peter Gardere, 
QB : 


; Butch Hadnot, RB; Adrian Walker, RB. 


9. STANFORD 
Key players: J.J. Lasley, RB; Glyn Milburn, 


RB; Jason Palumbis, QB; Ellery Roberts, FB; 
Tommy Vardell, FB. 


10. OHIO STATE 
Key players: Butler By’not’e, RB; Kent Gra- 


ham, QB; Scottie Graham, FB; Raymont 
Harris, TB; Joe Pickens, QB; Robert Smith, 
RB; Carlos Snow, RB. 


he’s good at avoiding the sack. He has 
good touch on the ball like Montana 
also. And he’ll go for the bomb at the 
drop ofa hat.” 

It doesn’t bother Weldon that in 
Florida State’s balanced offense, he 
won’t have a chance to equal the output 
of some of his peers at other pass-happy 
schools. To him, statistics aren’t the ul- 
timate measure of success. 

“Passing for all those yards would be 
nice, but I’d rather be here with our bal- 
ance and, you know, Coach Bowden's 
unpredictability,” he said. “We've got 
so much talent that anything less thana 
national championship would be a fail- 
ure.” Bf 
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TCU receiver’s 
make-believe 
turns to reality 


By MIKE JONES 
Fort Worth Star-Telegram 


days. Young Stephen Shipley would 

run helter-skelter down the hard- 
wood floor in the long hall and then dart 
through the open door into the living 
room, where the family was watch- 
ing—well, trying to watch—television. 

Suddenly, Shipley would leave his 
feet and make a great catch—be it an 
imaginary grab or an actual reception 
of a ball tossed by brother Ben. The re- 
ceiver, age 4, would then fall into a pile 
of pillows he had stacked in the middle 
of the floor. 

In subsequent years there were 
plenty of games in the Shipley family’s 
front yard. Youngsters would try to 
outdo each other with one-handed 
catches of passes thrown nearly out of 
reach. Only problem was, Shipley’s 
playmates failed miserably in their ef- 
forts to heave the ball beyond Shipley’s 
range. 

Nowadays, Stephen Shipley is run- 
ning down-and-in patterns on artificial 
turf, not hardwood floors. He’s still 
making diving, one-handed catches, 
though. And few passes sail beyond the 
grasp of Texas Christian’s 6-foot-5 split 
end. 

“Basically, all you have to do is throw 
it somewhere in the general area,” 
Horned Frogs quarterback Leon Clay 
said. “If Ship can get to it, he’ll catch 
its? 

A big weapon in the Horned Frogs’ 
explosive one-back offense—TCU 
ranked No. 7 in NCAA Division I-A sta- 
tistics last season with 294.3 passing 
yards per game—Shipley caught 59 
passes for 796 yards and six touch- 
downs. 

“The best news,” TCU Coach Jim 
Wacker emphasized, “is that we have 
him for two more years.” 

Wacker has that luxury—and a lot 
more. 

Back from the 1990 TCU squad are 
players who caught 236 of the 258 passes 
completed by the Horned Frogs’ quar- 
terbacks. They accounted for 2,995 
yards out of a total of 3,237. Besides 
Shipley, the front-line returnees in- 
clude senior tight end Kelly Blackwell, 


i t was almost a constant in those 
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1. TEXAS CHRISTIAN 
Key players: Kelly Blackwell, TE; Mike Hous- 
ton, WR; Kyle McPherson, WR; Stephen 
Shipley, WR; Richard Woodley, SL. 


2. HOUSTON 
Key players: Daniel Adams, WR; John Brown 
Ill, WR; Verlond Brown, WR; Freddie Gilbert, 
WR; Tracy Good, WR; Marcus Grant, WR. 


3. CALIFORNIA 
Key players: Mike Caldwell, SL; Sean Daw- 
kins, WR; Damien Simien, WR; Brian Treggs, 
WR; Brent Woodall, TE. 


4. PACIFIC 
Key players: Jason Edwards, WR; Daryl 
Hobbs, FL; Melvin Johnson, FL; Aaron Tur- 
ner, WR. 


5. WASHINGTON STATE 
Key players: Phillip Bobo, WR; Desmond 
Clayton, WR; C.J. Davis, WR; Augustin OI- 
obia, WR; Keith Reynolds, WR; Clarence 
Williams, TE. 


Texas Christian receivers: (from left) Stephen Sh ipley, Kyle McPherson, Kelly 
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6. KANSAS STATE 
Koy players: Gerald Benton, WR; Russ Camp- 
bell, TE; Frank Hernandez, WR; Al Jones, 
TE; Joey Normand, WR; Michael Smith, WR. 


7. TEXAS TECH 


Kay players: Rodney Blackshear, WR; Lloyd 
Hill, WR; Jeff Hulme, TE; Anthony Stinnett, 
wr. 


8. SOUTH CAROLINA 


rid players: Robert Brooks, WR; Eddie Miller, 
we ; Robert Pitchko, WR; Charles Stewart, 


9. SAN JOSE STATE 
Key players: Bobby Blackmon, SL; David 
Blakes, WR; Walter Brooks, WR; Bryce 
Burnett, TE; Gary Chariton, WR; Byron 
Jackson, WR. 


10. MICHIGAN 


Koy players: Derrick Alexander, WR; Dave 
Diebolt, TE; Desmond Howard, FL. 


who made 64 catches last year for 832 
yards, and slotback Richard Woodley, 
who was a freshman sensation with 56 


receptions for 653 yards and four touch- - 


downs. Also on hand is sophomore 
flanker Kyle McPherson, who con- 
verted 16 catches into 325 yards and five 
TDs. 

“An interesting combination, a nice 
combination,” Wacker said of the Ship- 
ley-Blackwell-Woodley-McPherson 
quartet. “Blackwell is our best blocker 
who likes to run over people and can get 
you the tough yards. 

“Shipley. has the best body control 
and the best hands and runs the most 
precise routes. And with a 32-inch verti- 
cal jump, he’s a big target. 

“The other two have quickness and 
speed.” 
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Of course, the talented corps of re- 
ceivers needs a competent man behind 
center—and TCU is not lacking in this 
area. Clay fired 16 touchdown passes 
last season, and backup quarterback 
Matt Vogler riddled Houston’s defense 
for 690 yards passing (a Division I-A 
record since broken). Both signal- 
callers return in 1991. 

“We've got to have some people come 
through in our offensive line this year,” 
Wacker said. “But if we can protect the 
quarterback, these guys could do some 
real damage this season.” 

TCU’s pass catchers already have 
wreaked considerable havoc. And 
that’s not even including the demise 
many years ago of a prized vase in the 
Shipley household. After all, you really 
can’t catch them all. 


RATINGS 


Wolverine line 
should devour 
the competition 


By BOB WOJNOWSK!I 
Detroit News 


n a humid New Year's Day in 
© ecisonvite, Fla., a season of 

potential became a day of po- 
tency. The Michigan offensive line, 
highly touted but often doubted, was fi- 
nally healthy and happy—and making 
the Mississippi defense helpless. 

In a performance for the ages and the 
record pages, the Wolverines’ line 
plowed and wowed the Rebels in a 35-3 
Michigan victory in the Gator Bowl. 
Michigan rolled up a school-record 715 
total yards in the romp, and its offen- 
sive line was voted the game’s MVP 
award. 

The performance served not only asa 
stunning encore to the 1990 season, but 
also a preview for 1991. 

“Without question, for one game, that 
was the best line performance we’ve 
ever had,” said Jerry Hanlon, who has 
been Michigan’s offensive line coach 
for 17 of the last 22 seasons. “It was 
probably the first time in the history of 
college football an offensive line was 
MVP of a bowl game. We have that po- 
tential this year, but we don’t feel we 
have the depth right now to be as good.” 

All-America guard Dean Dingman 
and All-Big Ten Conference tackle Tom 
Dohring are gone, but 6-foot-6, 320- 
pound All-Big Ten tackle Greg Skrepe- 
nak returns for what should be a big (no 
pun intended) senior season, 

Despite the loss of Dingman and 
Dohring, four players who could be con- 
sidered starters are back. Joe Cocozzo, 
a 294-pound junior, started eight games 
at right guard in place of Matt Elliott, 
who moved to center three games into 
last season when starting center Steve 
Everitt was sidelined with a broken 
foot. Everitt is back, enabling Elliott to 
return to guard. Tackle Rob Doherty, a 
296-pound junior, is the only unsea- 
soned 1991 starter. 

“T don’t think anyone can expect us to 
be as good as we were at the end of last 
year,” Skrepenak said, “but it is some- 
thing to shoot for.” 

The Wolverines’ offensive linemen 
were required to adapt to the no-huddle 
offense last year after Gary Moeller re- 
placed Bo Schembechler as coach. The 


1. MICHIGAN 
Key players: Joe Cocozzo, G; Dave Diebolt, 
TE; Rob Doherty, T; Matt Elliott, G; Steve 
Everitt, C; Trezelle Jenkins, OL; Tony McGee, 
TE; Mark Milia, G; Shawn Miller, C; Doug 
— T; Greg Skrepenak, T; Brian Wallace, 


2. FLORIDA STATE 
Key players: Robbie Baker, C; Jeff Deremer, C; 
Reggie Dixon, G; Eric Gibbs, T; Kevin Man- 
cini, T; Mike Morris, G; Robert Stevenson, T. 


3.NOTREDAME 
Key players: Justin Hall, T; Mirko Jurkovic, G; 
Lindsay Knapp, T; Gene McGuire, C; Win- 
ston Sandri, T; Aaron Taylor, G. 


4. MICHIGAN STATE 
Key players: Brian DeMarco, T; Shane Han- 
nah, T; Toby Heaton, G; Bob Henry, T; Jim 
Johnson, T; Chris Piwowarczyk, C; Roose- 
velt Wagner, G. 


5. FLORIDA 


Key players: Cal Dixon, C; Dean Golden, T; 


Hesham Ismail, G; Tony Rowell, T; Dexter 
Smith, G; Jim Watson, G; Mark White, T. 


new offense required Michigan’s line, 
always known for its heftiness, to hone 
its niftiness. 

Accordingly, Moeller placed a big 
emphasis on conditioning, and each 
lineman dropped about 15 pounds prior 
to the start of last season. The initial re- 
turns were favorable: Tailback Jon 
Vaughn rushed for 201 and 288 yards, 
respectively, in Michigan's first two 
games against Notre Dame and UCLA. 
No Michigan running back had ever 
rushed for 200 yards in consecutive 
games before. 

“It’s as much mental as anything,” 
Hanlon said. “If we can make our kids 
think they’re controlling the tempo and 
not let the defense catch its breath, it’s 
effective. But when you run a no- 
huddle, you can’t be a big, slobbering 
group that doesn’t adjust on the move. 
You've got to be sharp.” 

The slimmed-down Michigan line- 
men remain a physically impressive 
group, but they believe they can domi- 
nate other teams as much with their 
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6. WASHINGTON 
Key players: Ed Cunningham, C; Pete Kaligas, 
G; Lincoln Kennedy, T; Siupeli Malamala, T; 
Andrew Peterson, G; Kris Rongen, G. 


7. BAYLOR 
Key players: Adam Arroyo, T; Scott Baehren, 
C; Craig Bellamy, T; Gary Camp, T; Jeff 
Chancellor, C; Jeff DeLoach, T; Monte Jones, 
G; John Turnpaugh, G; . 


8. AUBURN 
Key players: Ed Blake, G; Wayne Gandy, T; 
Chris Gray, T; Bob Meeks, C; Anthony’ 
Redmon, T; Tim Tillman, G. 


9. STANFORD 
Key players: Brian Cassidy, G; Glen Cava- 
naugh, G; Chris Dalman, C; Steve Hoyem, T; 
Derron Klafter, T; Rick Pallow, C; Tyrone 
Parker, G; Bob Whitfield, T. 


10. OKLAHOMA STATE 
Koy players: Josh Arrott, T; Roderick Arthur, 
G; Brian Bobo, G; Anthony Greenlee, G; Matt 
Jose, T; Pete Surrette, C. 


brains as with their brawn. 

“We definitely consider ourselves a 
thinking-man’s line,” Elliott said. “By 
the end of the day, the noseguard is 
shellshocked. We have so many differ- 
ent blocking schemes and we can 
change so quickly during a game, he 
doesn’t know who's coming at him, or 
when, or from which direction. You 
can’t be dumb and play in our system.” 

That’s not just talk. Skrepenak by- 
passed an early jump to the riches of 
the National Football League to com- 
plete his degree. Elliott will enroll in 
graduate school this fall. Everitt is in 
Michigan’s School of Art. Cocozzo is a 
chemistry major. 

Clearly, mental blocks aren't a prob- 
lem when this line blocks. 

Could this be one of the better lines 
Michigan has ever had? 

“As long as we keep improving, it’s a 
distinct possibility,” Elliott said. “Putit 
this way: I don't see anything that 
would make us worse than last sea- 
son.” @ 


The Sporting News 1991 College Football Yearbook * 145 


‘Storm’ alert 
is being posted 


for Texas’ foes 


By MARK WANGRIN 
Austin American-Statesman 


gm ountry singer Garth Brooks 
@ = ‘didn't have the left side of the 
“Texas defensive line in mind 
when he sang “The Thunder Rolls” in 
Austin last spring. 

Shane Dronett and James Patton did. 

“He sings a song where he says, 
‘When thunder rolls and lightning 
strikes,’ and me and James just looked 
at each other,” Dronett said. “And I 
said, ‘That’s us.’ " 

“I said he (Dronett) could be ‘Light- 
ning’ because he’s the quick one out- 
side,” Patton-said, “and he said I’d be 
‘Thunder’ because I’ve got the strength 
and power inside.” 

Any way you look at it, the two play- 
ers spell trouble for Southwest Confer- 
ence offenses. 

That certainly was the case last sea- 
son when Dronett (a team-high 10 
sacks) and Oscar Giles crashed down 
from their end spots and tackles Patton 
and Tommy Jeter clogged the inside. 
All but Giles return this fall, and his re- 
placement, Bo Robinson, ranked 14th 
on the team in tackles last year despite 
playing only about eight downs per 
game. 

It’s no coincidence that the Texas 
Longhorns, who have been favorite tar- 
gets of passing teams, suddenly devel- 
oped a pass defense last season. The 
Longhorns allowed 161.8 yards passing 
per game, with much of the credit going 
to the front four. The forward wall shut 
down the run and then didn’t give op- 
posing quarterbacks time to pass. 

Yet for all the chaos these players 
can cause others, they have had their 
share of trouble and controversy. 

Patton, for example, faced assault 
charges stemming from a fight with 
fraternity members. Also, a story in the 
Austin American-Statesman last 
spring quoted current and former 
teammates as saying the senior 
switched his urine with a “clean” team- 
mate before a steroid test. University 
and Southwest Conference officials 
pledged to investigate, which could lead 
to Patton’s suspension. 

Patton denies the steroid charge, 
adding that “I don’t want to get into a 
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Jeter; (sitting) Bo Robinson. 


1. TEXAS 
Key players: Shane Dronett, E; Jeff Higgins, E; 
Todd Hunt, T; Tommy Jeter, T; James Pat- 
ton, T; Bo Robinson, E. 


2. CLEMSON 
Key players: Rob Bodine, MG; Brentson Buck- 
ner, MG; David Davis, NG; Chester 
McGlockton, T; Al Richard, T. 


3. MIAMI (FLA.) 
Key players: Mark Caesar, T; Anthony Ham- 
let, E; Rusty Medearis, E; Eric Miller, T; Kipp 
Vickers, T. 


4. OREGON 
Key players: Romeo Bandison, E; Jeff Cum- 
mins, E; Matt LaBounty, E; Silila Malepeai, 
NT; Gary Williams, NT; Marcus Woods, NT. 


5. MICHIGAN 


Key players: Mike Evans, T; Tony Henderson, 
L; Chris Hutchinson, T; Trent Zenkewicz, L. 


rumor war.” 

The 6-foot-6, 258-pound Dronett is the 
best player on the unit and probably the 
wackiest, too. There are tales that he 
wrestles alligators and talks trash to 
opponents. The former hasn't been ver- 
ified; the latter has. 

Against Texas A&M two years ago, 
Dronett helped turn the coin flip into a 
brawl by engaging in vocal unpleasant- 
ries with his opponent for the day, Ag- 
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Texas defensive line: (standing, from left) James Patton, Shane Dronett, Tommy 


6. COLORADO 

Key players: Kenny Browne, T; Jeff Brunner, 
Nt. Bryan Dyet, T; Marcellous Elder, T; 
Leonard Renfro, T; Joel Steed, NT. 


7. WASHINGTON 
Key players: Steve Emtman, T; DeMarco Farr, 
T; Andy Mason, E; Tyrone Rodgers, MG; 
Danianke Smith, E. 


8. GEORGIA TECH 
Key ee Kevin Battle, NG; Raleigh Boul- 
ware, 1; Richard Kimsey, T; Coleman Rud- 
olph, T. 


9. PENN STATE 
Key players: Lou Benfatti, T; Todd Burger, 
Nt. Jim Deter, NT; Mark Flythe, T; Tyoka 
Jackson, T; Greg Troxell, NT. 


10. IOWA 
Key players: Larry Blue, E; Rod Davis, NG; 
Jeff Nelson, T; Moses Santos, E; LeRoy 
Smith, E; Mike Wells, NG. 


gies tackle Matt McCall. Dronett then 
backed up his remarks with his fists. So 
much for niceties. 

Despite some rough spots, this four- 
man wrecking crew seems quite docile 
on the team bus. In fact, the players en- 
gage in Bible discussions en route to 
games. It’s definitely the lull before the 
storm, 

Or, you might say, the lull before the 
Thunder and Lightning. & 


Huskies boast 
a ‘dream team’ 
at linebacker | 


By DON BORST 
Tacoma News Tribune 


wy nator Jim Lambright, it’s like his 

if 

1 fondest dream has come true. 

Consider how one Pacific-10 Confer- 
ence head coach filled in his preseason 
ballot for this publication. On the line 
for best linebacker in the league, he 
wrote, “Any at Washington.” 

Lambright and Chris Tormey coach 
the Husky linebackers. The two men 
will never have it this good again. 

“We look at our linebackers as if we 
had four starters inside and at least 
three outside,” Coach Don James said. 

Four starting linebackers return 
from a defense that had one of the 
greatest single-season performances in 
history last year. The Huskies led the 
Pac-10 in every major defensive cate- 
gory and led the nation in rushing de- 
fense (66.8 yards per game). Washing- 
ton’s first-string defense allowed just 
six touchdowns in eight league games. 

“The linebackers make such a differ- 
ence in the way you can play defense,” 
James said. “You can have all the great 
linemen or secondary guys you want, 
but if you don’t have good linebackers, 
you're in trouble. You have to have line- 
backers who can rove the field, and 
these guys can do that. They all run so 
well.” 

On the inside, Washington has 
returning starters Chico Fraley and 
Dave Hoffmann. James Clifford, a 
standout in 1989, is expected back after 
missing all of last season with a knee 
injury. And sophomore Hillary Butler is 
pegged as a future star. 

On the outside are seniors Donald 
Jones and Brett Collins, who were first- 
and second-team All-Pac-10 selections, 
respectively, a year ago. Junior Jaime 
Fields, who started the first two games 
of 1990, was the Huskies’ most impres- 
sive defender before spraining an ankle 
and losing his job to Collins. 

“When you lose a guy like James 
Clifford, like we did last year, and then 
to have Jaime get hurt, and still have 
guys like we did right behind him ready 
to goin, well. . . it’s a pretty good situa- 
tion,” Lambright said. 

Pretty good? Their linebacking is one 


yam or Washington defensive coordi- 
I 
a 


1. WASHINGTON 
Key players: James Clifford, ILB; Brett Collins, 
OLB; Jaime Fields, OLB; Chico Fraley, ILB; 
David Hoffmann, OLB; Donald Jones, OLB. 


2. CLEMSON 
Key players: Kenzil Jackson, ILB; Levon 
Kirkland, OLB; Ed McDaniel, ILB; Ashley 
Sheppard, OLB; Wayne Simmons, OLB. 


3. PENN STATE 
Koy players: Matt Bagpetl LB; Mark 
D'Onofrio, LB; Reggie Givens, LB; Keith 
Goganious, LB; Rich McKenzie, LB; Eric 
Ravotti. 


4. TEXAS A&M 
Key players: Marcus Buckley, OLB; Quentin 
Coryatt, ILB; Trent Lewis, ILB; Tyronne 
Malone, OLB; Otis Nealy, OLB; Anthony Wil- 
liams, ILB. 


5. FLORIDA STATE 

Key players: Ken Alexander, ILB; Kirk Car- 
ruthers, ILB; Howard Dinkins, OLB; Reggie 
Freeman, OLB; Marvin Jones, ILB. 


of the reasons why the Huskies are fa- 
vored to repeat as Pac-10 champions 
and maybe challenge for the national 
championship. 

Jones, a senior from Gladys, Va., is 
the most celebrated player in the 
group. Lambright and Tormey rescued 
the 6-foot-1, 226-pounder from the scout 
team two years ago after Jones’ bad 
hands were slowing his progress as a 
fullback. He has since developed into a 
fearsome outside pass rusher, leading 
all Husky linebackers with six sacks 
last season. 

“Their athletic ability allows them to 
be that combination of rush defense 
and man-to-man coverage,” Lambright 
said of the linebackers. “We don’t have 


Washington linebackers: (back, from left) Dave Hoffmann, James Clifford; (front, 
from left) Donald Jones, Chico Fraley, Brett Collins, Jaime Fields. 


6. ALABAMA 
Key players: Antonio London, OLB; Derrick 


ek ILB; John Sullins, ILB; Steve Webb, 
OLB. 


7. SOUTHERN CAL 
Key players: Kurt Barber, OLB; Matt Gee, ILB; 
Willie McGinest, OLB; Gidion Murrell, ILB. 


8. AUBURN 
Key players: Reggie Barlow, OLB; Darrel 
Crawford, ILB; Jason Merchant, OLB; James 
Willis, ILB, 


9. GEORGIA TECH 
Key players: Marco Coleman, OLB; Tom 
Johnson, OLB; Darrell Swilling, ILB; Jerrelle 
Williams, ILB; Marlon Williams, OLB. 


10. NORTH CAROLINA 
7 players: Eric Gash, OLB; Dwight Hollier, 
ah Jonathan Perry, OLB; Tommy Thigpen, 
ILB. 


to take them out of the game.” 

What makes Washington’s lineback- 
ers even more effective is having sec- 
ond-team All-America tackle Steve 
Emtman playing in front of them. The 
6-4, 280-pound Emtman, the Pac-10’s co- 
Defensive Player of the Year in 1990, is 
such a load for opposing teams to han- 
dle that it inevitably opens up more 
room for the linebackers. Free to roam 
last season, Jones, Fraley, Hoffmann, 
Collins and Fields combined for 49.5 
tackles behind the line of scrimmage. 

Said Collins: “Sometimes it seems 
like a contest to see who can make the 
next big play.” 

It’s a contest Washington's opponents 
would rather not be part of. 
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Texas A&M’s 
secondary is 
second to none 


By KIRK BOHLS 
Austin American-Statesman 


‘N t 6 feet and approximately 175 
A pounds (after second helpings at 
SP" dinner), Texas A&M’s starting 
cornerbacks aren’t exactly imposing 
physical specimens. Make no mistake 
about it, though, Kevin Smith and Der- 
rick Frazier come in deceptive pack- 
ages. 

The Aggies’ safeties are sturdier— 
but perhaps not as secure. Chris 
Crooms didn’t attract real attention 
last season until the Sea World Holiday 
Bowl, and Patrick Bates is a transfer 
who hasn’t played a down since 1989. 

Together, the four players make up 
an Aggie secondary that may well be 
the best in the collegiate ranks in 1991. 

Still, there is no guarantee that all 
four will be in the Aggies’ starting unit. 
The reason is that:Coach R.C. Slocum’s 
team has one of the deepest defensive 
backfields around. 

Last spring, defensive coordinator 
Bob Davie acknowledged that “it’s nota 
given that Patrick Bates will beat (re- 
turnee) Ramsey Bradberry out.” Addi- 
tionally, the Aggies boast of sprinter 
Kary Vincent (10.2 seconds over 100 
meters), a transplanted wide receiver 
who is coming on strong, and veteran 
defender Marlin Haynes. 

It would be difficult to find a unit with 
more athletic ability. All of the top 
seven secondary men possess 4.6 
speed—or better—over 40 yards. 

Smith, the common name with the 
uncommon game, is one of the premier 
cornerbacks in the nation. He had 
seven interceptions last season—two of 
which he returned for touchdowns— 
and shares the Southwest Conference 
record for career thefts, 18, with one 
year of eligibility left. 

Frazier played well as a sophomorea 
year ago, while Crooms handcuffed 
Chris Smith, Brigham Young’s All- 
America tight end, in the Sea World 
Holiday Bowl. And Bates, who played 
one season at UCLA, already is drawing 
comparisons to former Arkansas “hit 
man” Steve Atwater. 

Bates, playing for Texas A&M's scout 
team last fall, irritated former rushing 
star Darren Lewis because of the licks 


1. TEXAS A&M 
Key players: Patrick Bates, S; Ramsey Brad- 
berry, S; Charles Burrell, DB; Chris Crooms, 
S; Derrick Frazier, CB; Marlin Haynes, DB; 
Steve Kenney, DB; Kyle Maxfield, DB; Billy 
Mitchell, CB; Kevin Smith, CB; Junior White, 
DB. 


2. GEORGIA TECH 
Key players: Eric Bellamy, S; Willie Clay, CB; 
Curley Day, CB; Kevin Peoples, S; Ken Swil- 
ling, S. 


3. TEXAS 
Kay players: Mark Berry, CB; Grady Cavness, 
CB; Willie Mack Garza, S; Lance Gunn, S; 
Van Malone, S. 


4. OREGON 
Key players: Eric Castle, S; Devon Hosey, CB; 
Herman O'Berry, CB; Muhammad Oliver, CB; 
Kenny Phillips, S; Paul Rodriguez, S; Daryle 
Smith, CB. 


5. TENNESSEE 


Koy players: Dale Carter, S; Mark Fletcher, S; 
Jeremy Lincoln, CB; J.J. McCleskey, CB. 
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he applied. “Yeah, they kept me out ofa 
few scrimmages,” Bates cracked. 

Known as “The General” because he 
called his high school team’s defensive 
formations, Bates has a nickname that 
fits right in with the secondary’s self- 
promotion—not that any buildup is 
really necessary. 

When the players were brainstorm- 
ing one evening last spring, they came 
up with what they deemed an appropri- 
ate name: Desert Storm II. Smith, nat- 
urally, is “The Patriot,’ for all the 
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Texas A&M defensive backs: (back, from left) Charles Burrell, Kyle Maxfiel 
Patrick Bates, Ramsey Bradberry, Marlin Haynes, Steve Kenney; (front, from left) 
Junior White, Derrick Frazier, Chris Crooms, Kevin Smith, Billy Mitchell. 


¢ 
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6. UCLA 
Key players: Travis Collier, DB; Matt Darby, S; 
Carlton Gray, CB; Othello Henderson, S; Dion 
Lambert, CB; Michael Williams, S. 


7. ALABAMA 
Key play rs: Charles Gardner, S; Stacy Har- 
rison, S; Jackson Lowery, S; Mark McMil- 
lian, CB; Brian Stutson, S; George Teague, 
CB. 


8. OKLAHOMA 
Key players: Jason Belser, S; Greg DeQuasie, 
S; Charles Franks, CB; Terry Ray, S; Darnell 
Walker, CB. 


9. LOUISIANA STATE 
Key players: Raefel Adams, CB; Vincent 
Fuller, S; Anthony Marshall, S; Derriel 
McCorvey, S; Wayne Williams, CB. 


10. COLORADO 
Key players: Ronnie Bradford, CB; Dwayne 
Davis, S; Deon Figures, CB; Eric Hamilton, S; 
Chris O'Donnell, S; Greg Thomas, S. 


times he intercepts opposing missiles. 

“These guys are all NFL prospects,” 
Davie said of a unit that shut down 
Heisman Trophy winners Andre Ware 
(Houston) and Ty Detmer (BYU) in the 
last two seasons. ‘‘Kevin’s about the 
best I’ve ever been around. 

“Crooms (now a senior) played great 
in our bowl game, and they all have that 
attitude we’re looking for.” 

Smith zeroed in on that attitude. 

“We're not arrogant, just confident,” 
he said. 


MICHIGAN FANS 


Now There’s A Publication Just For You 


THE WOLVERINE covers all Michigan sports with an emphasis on 
football and basketball. The 16- to 36-page tabloid newspaper is pub- FREE 
with your paid subscription 


Kf Alga! “# 


Ay 


lished 25 times a year, weekly during football season, twice a month 
from December to March and monthly April through August. 

THE WOLVERINE is must reading for every Michigan fan. Each 
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Statistics Ii Post-game player and coach comments i Comments from Coach Moeller's 
Monday press conferences lf Previews of upcoming football opponents &@ Player features and 
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signed @ A prep report with articles on outstanding high school athletes ll And much more 


1 Year (25 issues) — $32.95 


The Wolverine / Dept. SN / P. O. Box 1304/ Ann Arbor, MI 48106 
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FREE Football Recruiting issue. Canadian subscriptions are $50.95. 
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1991 Football 
Recruiting Issue 
Includes detailed profiles of each 
1991 signee, a review of Big 10 
recruiting and a look at next 
season's top prospects 
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For Faster Service On Credit Card Orders Call 


1-800-421-7751 
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» Achieve a small moral victory. 


If you saw a lost child you'd stop and help. Through the Childreach Sponsorship 
program of PLAN International USA (formerly Foster Parents Plan) you can do 
just that. You can choose the child you'd like to sponsor overseas. You'll receive 
pictures of the child, personal reports and letters. You'll see that your money is 
going into programs which help your sponsored child, his family and community 
help themselves. For $22 a month (only 72¢ a day), you can achieve a small moral 
victory! Please don’t wait. Become a Childreach Sponsor. 


~ 
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as 


PLAN . 
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Childreach Sponsorship is a program of PLAN International USA, formerly Foster Parents Plan. Non-profit. Non-politi- 


cal. Non-sectarian. Tax deductible. A copy of our financial report is available upon request from N.Y. Dept. of State, 
Office of Charities Registration, Albany, N.Y., or PLAN International USA. 
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Songwriting Lineman 


QBs face the music when going against Widmer 


By VINCE DEVLIN 
Missoulian 


(@™, orey Widmer can hit you—and 

en = surprise you—from just about 

‘“@® any direction. ; 
Coming straight at quarterbacks 

from his left-tackle position, Montana 

State’s burly defender recorded 17 
| sacks in 1990. The Bobcats are moving 
| Widmer to the right side of the line—for 
|} most Big Sky Conference quarter- 
backs, that’s the blind side—in hopes 
that his sack total will be even higher in 
1991. 

Oh, by the way, Widmer is no longer 
the 258-pounder who was named the Big 
Sky’s Defensive Player of the Year last 
season. Now, league signal-callers will 
have 276 pounds boring in on them. Only 
this time, they won’t see the train com- 
ing. 

What Widmer is capable of accom- 
plishing on the football field isn’t a sur- 
prise to anyone. However, what he does 
off the field just might raise a few eye- 
brows. 

After wreaking mayhem on a Sat- 
urday afternoon, Widmer has been 
known to head home to his piano and 


| write a song. He might even record it. 
| Or maybe he’ll climb into a sailplane 


and go gliding. Or perhaps he’ll go up in 


7) an airplane. Then again, business 


might beckon and he’ll be forced to do 
some plumbing work at the rental prop- 
erty he owns. 

“The idea that football players are 


i) one-dimensional people is not true,” 


Montana State Coach Earle Solo- 
monson said. “But Corey is so multi- 
dimensional. . . he’s just special.” 

Defensive line coach Greg Clough 
agrees. 

“No question about it,” Clough said. 
“Corey is a free spirit.” 

Only five years ago, Widmer was the 
second-best defensive lineman on a 2-8 
high school football team. Amazingly, 
that Bozeman, Mont., squad could pro- 
duce the best defensive players in both 
| the Pacific-10 Conference and the Big 
Sky in ’91. One of Widmer’s prep team- 
mates was Shane Collins, an outstand- 
ing Arizona State lineman who is trying 
to come back from reconstructive knee 
| surgery. 

Collins attracted most of the atten- 
tion from major-college recruiters. 
Wyoming made a strong bid for Wid- 
mer, but he opted for Montana State 
and Solomonson, who was beginning 
his tenure as the Bobcats’ coach. 

And what kept Widmer home in 
| Bozeman? Family? Friends? The 
chance to play for a man who was com- 
ing off two straight Division II national 


Renaissance man: After wreaking 
mayhem on a Saturday afternoon, Corey 
Widmer has been known to head home to 
his piano and write a song, among other 
things. 
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titles at North Dakota State? 

“Mostly, it was the Air Force ROTC 
program here,” Widmer said. “It’s the 
Number | detachment in the U.S.” 

In his first two years at Montana 
State, Widmer was “up at 6 a.m., rana 
mile and a half or marched for two 
hours, went to class all day, then went 
to football,” he said. 

ROTC has weight constraints that, 
many pounds ago, Widmer was able to 
meet. “But I blew that right off the 
bat,” he said. 

ROTC waived the 230-pound limit for 
Widmer, letting him go up to 250 
pounds. 

“After my second year, you had to go 
through an officer-training thing that 
takes the whole summer,” Widmer 
said. “I would have had to lose a ton of 
weight. The restrictions started inter- 
fering with my football. I had to draw 
the line there, and throw all my eggs 
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into one basket.” 

Sort of. 

Widmer remains active in music, fly- 
ing and gliding, his real estate business, 
school and, of course, the big one, foot- 
ball. 

There’s more, too. Widmer is a mem- 
ber of Montana State's track team. In 
fact, he holds the school record in the 
35-pound weight throw, an indoor 
event, at 59 feet, 10 inches. And while 
spring football has allowed him only a 
couple of competitions in the hammer 
throw, his coach figures he easily could 
add 25 feet to his best of 166-10 if he had 
the time to work onit. 

“T’ve rarely seen anyone who wants 
so much to get better,” said Rob Stark, 
the Bobcats’ track coach. ‘The day 
after football season ends, he’s on the 
phone to us, wants to start throwing. I 
like to watch our football games, just to 
watch Corey play. He’s kind of naive, in 
a way, in that he gets so excited when 
scouts look at him, or when he throws 
his best. In a lot of athleteS you’d sense 
an attitude of ‘So what? I know I’m a 
stud.’ But never with Corey.” 

A Virginia native who moved to 
Bozeman at age 13, Widmer found the 
relocation both exciting and a bit of a 
culture shock. His first impression of 
Bozeman, a city of about 20,000: “It was 
kind of like ‘The Andy Griffith Show,’ 
you know? I grew up right outside D.C. 
This place seemed like Mayberry to 
me.” 

Widmer soon settled in, however, and 
began to expand his horizons. He taught 
himself to play the piano—‘‘so I 
wouldn’t have to learn ‘Mary Had a Lit- 
tle Lamb’ and stuff like that”—and he 
has made recordings that he gives to 
family and friends. It’s a year-round 
pleasure, but Widmer finds his best 
music comes during the emotional 
highs and lows of a football season. 

“You get so up for games, and it’s 
about the only way I know to come 
down,” he said of his musical bent. “I 
seem to write a lot more during the sea- 
son. Plus, football puts me in different 
types of moods, and I write from that.” 

The kind of music, he says, varies 
from “slow, expressionistic-type stuff 
to a little more upbeat melodies.” 

There’s little doubt, then, that Mon- 
tana State—coming off three straight 4- 
7 seasons—is hoping football puts Wid- 
mer in a rock-’n’-roll mood this fall. 

Stark calls Widmer the “Renaissance 
man.” Solomonson calls him a primary 
reason the Bobcats think they'll turn 
the corner. 

Quarterbacks have always called 
him trouble. But in 1991, they might not 
see trouble coming. @ 
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1. IDAHO 


The Vandals lost, 28-27, to eventual champ 
Georgia Southern in a 90 playoff shootout. 


2. EASTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach Roy Kidd has another powerhouse 
that will challenge for the title again. 


3. GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


Like every year, the savvy Eagles are the 
team to beat in Division |-AA. 


4, WILLIAM & MARY 


QB Chris Hakel makes the Tribe a favorite 
to wrest the crown from Georgia Southern. 


5. FURMAN 


TB Carl Tremble makes the Paladins’ loss of 
OB Frankie DeBusk a little more palatable. 


6. NEVADA 


After a runner-up finish in 1990, the Wolf- 
pack figures to be back in the hunt in’91. 


7. NORTHERN IOWA 


The Panthers will go as far as their offense 
can take them. 


8. HOLY CROSS 


QB Tom Ciaccio is the best in Division |-AA, 
but the Crusaders have to fill some holes. 


9. SW TEXAS STATE 


Second-year Coach Dennis Franchione has 
this program back on track. 


10. ALABAMA STATE 


The Hornets have improved a lot the last 
few seasons. Have they improved enough? 


11. YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


Coach Jim Tressel’s Penguins could be 
playoff bound once again. 


12. NEW HAMPSHIRE 


The Wildcats’ entire offense is back, in- 
cluding dynamo tailback Barry Bourassa. 


13. MARSHALL 


The Thundering Herd is excited about seven 
home games and a new stadium. 


14, LIBERTY 


Coach Sam Rutigliano’s rebuilding contin- 
ues. This is his most talented team yet. 


15. MIDDLE TENN. STATE 


The Blue Raiders have holes, but Coach 
Boots Donnelly usually manages to fill'em. 


16. BOISE STATE 


The Broncos return standout tailback Chris 
Thomas and two gems in the secondary. 


17. EASTERN ILLINOIS. 


Coach Bob Spoo's team should challenge 
for Gateway honors and maybe more. 


18. FLORIDA A&M 


if the Rattlers stay healthy, they could put 
the bite on some people. 


19. CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Last season the Knights made the I-AA 
playoffs in their first year of eligibility. 


20. APPALACHIAN STATE 


If the. Mountaineers’ offense ever rivals 
their defense, watch out. 
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QUARTERBACKS 


. Tom Ciaccio 


Jamie Martin 


. Chris Hakel 


Ricky Jones 


. Doug Nussmeier 
. Robbie Justino 
. John Bonds 

. Michael Payton 


Devon Pearce 
Carl Tremble 
Joe Campbell 


. Barry Bourassa 
. Derrick Franklin 
. Tim Lester 


Jamie Jones 


. Chris Thomas 
. WIDE RECEIVERS 


Kasey Dunn 
Mark Didio 


. Hendricks Johnson 
. George Delaney 


Horace Hamm 


. Jimmy Smith 
. Jeff Parker 
. Jerrel Horner 


TIGHT ENDS 
Trevor Shaw 


. Craig Thompson 
. Brandon Ford 

. Paul Siffri 

. Jeff Pape 

. Carlos Treadway 


. OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
. Eric Walter (G) 

. Rod Milstead (G) 

. Kevin Sargent (T) 

. Bruce Covernton (T) 
. Carl Satterly (T) 

: Nigel Greene (T) 

. Steve McAdoo (T) 

. Mike Duggar (G) 


. DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
. Bill Walter (T) 


Ernest Thompson (NG) 


. Corey Widmer (T) 

. Steve Bussoletti (T) 
. Michael Bankston (T) 
. Jeff Robinson (E) 

. Tony Jones (T) 

. Richard Shadwick (T) 


LINEBACKERS 


. Andre Carron 


William Freeney 


. Eddie Robinson 


Thomas Griffin 
Rico Mack 


. Todd Graves 


Rick Hamilton 
Rob Wolford 


. DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Rodney Oglesby 


. Frank Robinson 
. William Carroll 


Willie Beamon 
Ricky Hill 


. Lester Smith 
. Roderick Woodward 
. Kevin Whitley 
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HL/ Wi. Class School 
6-1/185 Sr. Holy Cross 
6-4/210 Jr. Weber State 
6-3/230 Sr. William & Mary 
6-1/180 Sr. Alabama State 
6-4/210 Soph. Idaho 
6-2/185 Jr. Liberty 
6-4/210 Jr. —_ Northern Arizona 
6-1/203 Jr. Marshall 
HL/ WI. Class School 
§-9/190 Sr. Idaho 
§-10/190 Jr. Furman 
§-10/180 Sr. Middle Tennessee State 
§-7/145 dr. New Hampshire 
5-9/186 Sr. Indiana State 
5-10/210 Sr. Eastern Kentucky 
5-7/160 Sr.  Easternillinois 
5-9/180 Sr. Boise State 
HL/ WL. Class School 
6-2/202 Sr. Idaho 
§-11/220 Sr. Connecticut 
6-2/189 Sr. Northern Arizona 
5-11/170 Sr. Colgate 
6-0/156 Sr. Lehigh 
6-1/196 Sr. Jackson State 
5-11/185 Sr. Bethune-Cookman 
6-1/182 = Sr. Mississippi Valley State 
HL/ WI. Class School 
6-3/200 Jr. Weber State 
6-3/245 Sr. North Carolina A&T 
6-2/230 Jr. Morehead State 
6-4/244 Sr. Furman 
6-6/235 Sr. Bucknell 
6-2/238 Jr. Northwestern State 
HL/ Wt. Class School 
6-2/224 Sr. Furman 
6-3/270 Sr. Delaware State 
6-6/268 Sr. Eastern Washington 
6-6/290 Sr. Weber State 
6-2/292 Sr. Eastern Kentucky 
6-6/320 Sr. Howard 
6-4/285 dr. Middle Tennessee State 
6-5/232 Sr. UT-Chattanooga 
HL/Wt. Class School 
6-0/228 Sr. Southwest Missouri St. 
6-0/257 Sr. Eastern Kentucky 
6-3/276 Sr. Montana State 
6-4/247 Sr. Georgia Southern 
6-3/266 Sr. SamHouston State 
6-5/255 Jr. Idaho 
6-1/225 Sr. _ Illinois State 
6-4/240 Jr. Morehead State 
HL/WI. Class School 
6-0/230 Sr. Northwestern State 
§-10/195 Jr. Northern lowa 
6-3/230 Sr. Alabama State 
6-1/235 Sr. Grambling State 
6-4/219 Jr. Appalachian State 
6-3/250 Sr. ’ Montana State 
6-2/215 Jr. Central Florida 
6-2/221 Sr. Delaware 
HL/ Wh. Class School 
5-10/168 Sr. Georgia Southern 
§-11/180 Sr. Boise State 
6-0/185 Jr. Florida A&M 
5-11/162 Jr. Northern lowa 
5-10/170 Sr. South Carolina State 
5-10/170 Sr. The Citadel 
5-9/170 Jr. Southwest Texas State 
§-10/183 Jr. Georgia Southern 
(8 Jee) ead feat hc 
OFFENSE: DEFENSE: 
Tom Bill 
Ciaccio, Walter, , 
QB, Holy Cross DT, SW Missouri St. 
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John Bonds, 
Northern Arizona 


Mark Didio, 
Connecticut 


Steve McAdoo, = 
Middle Tennessee State | <i 


Willie Beamon, 
Northern lowa 
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Not -so- speedy Idaho receiver 


By VINCE DEVLIN 
Missoulian 


jm, Ut a stopwatch on Kasey Dunn, 
Mig and the Idaho wide receiver will 
ta respond with a 4.6-second clock- 
ing over 40 yards—an absolutely aver- 
age time for his position. 

Put a football in the air, Vandals 
Coach John L. Smith said, “and I think 
you'll find he’s quicker. When there’s a 
ball in the air he’s got to catch, it’s 
amazing how he can adjust and go get 
it. Some kids play quicker than they 
are.” 

That’s Kasey Dunn. 

Dunn’s speed might not overwhelm 
pro scouts, but his sheer talent takes its 
toll on Idaho’s opponents. 

“He’s bona fide,” Smith said of the 6- 
foot-2, 202-pound senior who played his 
high school ball in the Seattle area. 

Dunn’s future in the pros probably 
will depend on whether a team looks be- 
yond his speed and even his size. Sev- 
eral colleges failed to do just that, en- 
abling Idaho to end up with a great 
catch—and a great pass catcher. 

“I was recruited by schools in Mon- 
tana and Washington (including Wash- 
ington and Washington State),” Dunn 
said, “but Idaho was the only one that 
offered mea scholarship.” 

“He was a ‘'’tweener,’” Smith ex- 
plained. “To watch him in high school 
as a scout, you’d doubt he'd be big 
enough to be a tight end, but you don’t 
know if he’s fast enough at wide re- 
ceiver. I think people laid off him be- 
cause of that.” 

What did Idaho see that other schools 
didn’t? 

“A guy with great hands,” Smith said. 

Facing double-teaming defenses last 
season, Dunn led NCAA Division I-AA 
in receptions (88), catches per game 
(eight), receiving yards (1,164) and re- 


4 makes quick work of defenders 


ceiving yards per game (105.8). With 183 
career catches, he needs just 48 to 
break the Vandals’ record. 

This from a guy whose first love is 
baseball. 

“That’s what I wanted to play in col- 
lege,” Dunn said. “But I wasn’t offered 
a scholarship (in that sport), either.” 

Idaho football became Dunn’s only 
option if he wanted a scholarship—and 
he gladly accepted the bid tendered by 
the Vandals. 

“It’s turned out well for him,” Smith 
said. “He’s right at home in the Big Sky 
(Conference). It’s a wilderness league, 
and he’s a wilderness guy. It’s not un- 
common for us to finish practice and 
Kasey to grab his gun and go tromp 
around in the woods looking for deer. 
He’s kind of a Daniel Boone.” 

The quarry may elude Dunn from 
time to time, but thrown footballs 
rarely do. He caught 10 or more passes 
in a game on four occasions last year 
and twice made nine receptions. 

Dunn and Devon Pearce, a 5-9 run- 
ning back, are two reasons Idaho will 
be favored to win the 1991 Big Sky 
championship and earn a return trip to 
the I-AA playoffs. Last season, the Van- 
dals gave eventual national titlist 
Georgia Southern a stern test, losing 28- 
27 in the quarterfinals. 

“There's a lot of talk about us going 
15-0,” Dunn said. “I hope we don’t get 
too cocky, but there’s a lot of talk going 
on about a national championship. 
When you lose by a point to the eventual 
winners, and you bring so many players 
back (16 starters), you've got to think 
that. We've got seven games at home. 
... We play all the other favorites— 
Boise (State), Montana, Reno (Ne- 
vada), Eastern Washington—at home. 
It looks real favorable.” 

With the likes of Kasey Dunn around, 
that might be an understatement. @ 
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2. NEVADA 

3. BOISE STATE 

4. MONTANA STATE 

5. EASTERN WASHINGTON 
6. MONTANA 

7. WEBER STATE 

8. NORTHERN ARIZONA 

9. IDAHO STATE 
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Pos. Name, School, Class 

KASEY DUNN, Idaho, Sr. 
HENDRICKS JOHNSON, N. Arizona, Sr. 
TREVOR SHAW, Weber State, Jr. 
BRUCE COVERNTON, Weber State, Sr. 
KEVIN SARGENT, E. Washington, Sr. 
CHAD GERMER, Montana, Sr. 
PEDER THORSTENSON, E. Wash.., Sr. 
ALAN MAXWELL, Nevada, Sr. 
JAMIE MARTIN, Weber State, Jr. 
DEVON PEARCE, Idaho, Sr. 
CHRIS THOMAS, Boise State, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
COREY WIDMER, Montana State, Sr. 
JEFF ROBINSON, Idaho, Jr. 
KIRK MURPHY, Montana, Sr. 
MATT CLAFTON, Nevada, Sr. 
TODD GRAVES, Montana State, Sr. 
MARK DRAHOS, Nevada, Sr. 
LEE CARTER, Montana State, Jr. 
FRANK ROBINSON, Boise State, Sr. 
ANTHONY BROWN, Boise State, Sr. 
BROCK MARION, Nevada, Jr. ; 
KURT SCHULZ, Eastern Washington, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School, Class 
DARREN GOODMAN, Idaho State, Sr. 
TERRY BELDEN, Northern Arizona, Soph. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


H 
FALL” B 


OFFENSE: 

Jamie 

Martin, 

QB, Weber State 


DEFENSE: 

Corey 

Widmer, 

DT, Montana State 
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BIG SKY TEAM CHARTS 


BOISE STATE 


Coach: Skip Hall (30-18, 4 years). 

1990 record: 10-4 (including 2-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Big Sky: 6-2/T2nd. 

Key players: Shawn Anderson, DT; Anthony Brown, S; 
Lee Duncan, OT; Sheldon Forehand, WR; Todd Gil- 
key, DE; Darrin Lyle, S; Matt McLaughlin, LB; Frank 
Robinson, CB; Larry Stayner, TE; Chris Sweeting, 
WR; Chris Thomas, TB; David Tingstad, FB. 
Strengths; Cornerback Robinson made six intercep- 
tions in the 1990 regular season and three more in 
the playoffs. He also blocked seven kicks last year. 
Safety Brown had seven interceptions. Offensively, 
seven starters are back, including tailback Thomas, 
who has led the Broncos’ rushing attack for three 
consecutive years. 

Weaknesses: Beyond the secondary, there is serious 
rebuilding to be done on a defense that ranked first 
or second in the Big Sky last season in every major 
category. The Broncos will face the other top con- 
tenders—including Idaho (a team they haven't 
beaten in nine years) —on the road. 

Outlook: If Boise State can win at home and clear a 
couple of road hurdles, it could well qualify for the |- 
AA playoffs for the second straight season. 

Schedule: Liberty, Sept. 7; Long each State, Sept. 14; 
Eastern Washington, Sept. 21; Stephen F. Austin 
State, Sept. 28; at Montana, Oct. 12; Northern Ari- 
zona, Oct. 19; at Nevada, Oct. 26; Idaho State, Nov. 2; 
Montana State, Nov. 9; at Weber State, Nov. 16; at 
Idaho, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Broncos. 

Site: Boise, Idaho. 


EASTERN WASHINGTON 


Coach: Dick Zornes (70-53-2, 12 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. Big Sky: 3-5/T5th. 

Key players: Mark Avena, L8; John Balmer, K; Bryan 
Boesel, S; Tony Brooks, SE; Jason Cromer, P; Jackie 
Kellogg, CB; Tony Lenseigne, TE; Tim Mitchell, TB; 
Tom Owens, SE; Robert Puller, S; Kevin Sargent, OT; 
Kurt Schulz, CB; Pat Sievers, LB; Mark Tenneson, 
QB; Peder Thorstenson, 0G; Harold Wright, TB. 
Strengths: The skill positions are filled with veterans. 
Tailbacks Wright and Mitchell combined for more 
than 1,600 yards on the ground last season, and five 
players return who caught 20 or more passes. 
Weaknesses: Tenneson ae last season, com- 
pleting only 46.4 percent of his passes. The Eagles’ 
biggest question mark, though, is in the trenches. 
Outlook: Eastern Washington occasionally makes a 
run at the upper division. This could be such a year. 
Schedule: Cal State Northridge, Sept. 7; at Eastern Il- 
linois, Sept. 14; at Boise State, Sept. 21; at Weber 
State, Sept. 28; Montana, Oct. 5; Portland (Ore.) 
State, Oct. 12; Nevada, Oct. 19; at Idaho, Oct. 26; 
Northern Arizona, Nov. 2; Idaho State, Nov. 9; at 
Montana State, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Eagles. 

Site: Cheney, Wash. 


IDAHO 


Coach: John L. Smith ( 18-7, 2 years). 

1990 record: 9-4 (including 1-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Big Sky: 6-2/T2nd. 

Key players: Elia Ala’ilima-Daley, TE; Brian Cockrell, 
OL; Thayne Doyle, K; Kasey Dunn, WR; Don Hunter, 
OL; Jeff Jordan, DB; Doug Nussmeier, QB; Devon 
Pearce, RB; Jeff Robinson, DL; Jody Schnug, OL; 
Billy Sims, DL; John Sirmon, DL. 

Strengths: Two Player of the Year candidates— 
Pearce and Dunn—will make the Vandals tough to 
handle. Add sophomore signal-caller Nussmeier, 
who started the first six games last year before suf- 
fering an ankle fracture, and Idaho's all-time scoring 
leader, Doyle, and you've got firepower. 

Weaknesses: Idaho's opponents can score, too. Be- 
yond end Robinson, Vandal defenders are either 
young or inexperienced—or both. 

Outlook: The Vandals have stumbled out of the blocks 
in each of Smith's first two seasons as coach, then 
stormed down the stretch to make the playoffs. Last 
year, Idaho lost to eventual national champion 
Georgia Southern, 28-27, in the I-AA quarterfinals. 
This season, the Vandals just might be unstoppable. 

Schedule: Sonoma State (Calif.), Sept. 7; Southwest 
Texas State, Sept. 14; at Montana State, Sept. 21; 
Northern lowa, Sept. 28; Nevada, Oct. 5; at Weber 
State, Oct. 12; at Idaho State, Oct. 19; Eastern 


Washington, Oct. 26; at Northern Arizona, Nov. 9; 
Montana, Nov. 16; Boise State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Vandals. 

Site: Moscow, Idaho. 


IDAHO STATE 


Coach: Garth Hall (6-26, 3 years). 

1990 record: 3-8, Big Sky: 1-7/9th. 

Key players: Craig Barr, LB; Todd Blackwell, C; Steve 
Boyenger, DB; Trevor Cavanaugh, QB; Pete Davis, 
DB; Derek Farr, OT; Darren Goodman, P/K; Jack 
Horton, LB; Sylvester.Jones, WR; Joel Jund, QB; 
Michael Key, DB; Sean Mottishaw, DE; Lance Nazel, 
DE; John Peoples, RB; Clarence Reese, DB. 

Strengths: Goodman made 20 of 28 field-goal at- 
tempts last year. Nazel leads an unusually deep 
Bengals defensive line, while Jones heads a 
speedier -than-usual receiving corps. 

Weaknesses: Who will replace four-year quarterback 
starter Jason Whitmer? Duffy Daugherty, who kept 
the Bengals out of considerable trouble with his 
booming punts, also is gone. 

Outlook: The cellar may beckon again. 

Schedule: Mesa State (Co) Sept. 7; at Kansas 
State, Sept. 14; at Montana, Sept. 28; Northern Ari- 
zona, Oct. 5; at Nevada, Oct. 12; Idaho, Oct. 19; 
Montana State, Oct. 26; at Boise State, Nov. 2; at 
Eastern Washington, Nov. 9; at Southern Utah State, 
Nov. 16; Weber State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Bengals. 

Site: Pocatello, Idaho. 


MONTANA 


Coach: Don Read (38-20, 5 years; 107-111-1, 21 
years). 

1990 record: 7-4. Big Sky: 4-4/4th. 

Key players: Shannon Cabunoc, WR; Bill Cockhill, WR; 
Sean Dorris, S; Kirk Duce, K/P; Chad Germer, C; 
Charlie Hawkins, DT; Nels Kludt, DT; Brad Lebo, QB; 
Chuck Mason, DE; Marc Monestime, RB; Kirk Mur- 
phy, DE; Steve Premock, OT; Tony Rice, RB; Darrin 
Stringer, CB. . 

Strengths: The Grizzlies will be tough in the trenches, 
with Germer anchoring a quality offensive line and 
Murphy and Kludt spearheading the defensive front. 
Weaknesses: Graduation hit Montana where it hurts— 
in the passing game. Gone are quarterback Grady 
Bennett and many of his targets. The Grizzlies also 
have lost highly regarded offensive lineman Rick 
Erps to injury. 

Outlook: The development of Lebo, whom Read calls 
“the most experienced inexperienced quarterback 
around,” will be the key. 

Schedule: Humboldt State (Calif.), Sept. 7; at Louis- 
iana Tech, Sept. 14; at McNeese State, Sept. 21; 
Idaho State, Sept. 28; at Eastern Washington, Oct. 5; 
Boise State, Oct. 12; Weber State, Oct. 19; at North- 
ern Arizona, Oct. 26; at Montana State, Nov. 2; Ne- 
vada, Nov. 9; at Idaho, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Grizzlies. 

Site: Missoula, Mont. 


MONTANA STATE 


Coach: Earle Solomonson (13-31, 4 years; 37-33-1 
overall, 6 years). 

1990 record: 4-7. Big Sky: 3-5/TS5th. 

Key players: Clint Bryan, HB; Lee Carter, LB; Todd 
Graves, LB; Jason Hakert, DT; Sean Hill, CB; Tim 
Klinger, K; Jeff Newton, NG; Bryan Nixon, QB; Mor- 
gan Ryan, S; Rob Tesch, WR/KR; Joe Volek, QB; 
Corey Widmer, DT. 

Strengths: Both lines return intact, and tackle Wid- 
mer—the Big Sky's Defensive Most Valuable Player 
last season—is one of the holdovers. Also back are 
standout linebackers Graves and Carter. 

Weaknesses: Sure, Montana State scored 70 points 
against Northern Arizona last year. But the Bobcats 
also notched five and two points in two other games. 
Outlook: With all those starters on hand and seven 
home games to boot, the Bobcats might be trouble- 
some if the offense shows some consistency. 
Schedule: Minnesota-Duluth, Aug. 31; Sam Houston 
State, Sept. 7; Sacramento State, Sept. 14; Idaho, 
Sept. 21; at Nevada, Sept. 28; Weber State, Oct. 5; at 
Northern Arizona, Oct. 12; at Idaho State, Oct. 26; 
Montana, Nov. 2; at Boise State, Nov. 9; Eastern 
Washington, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Bobcats. 

Site: Bozeman, Mont. 
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NEVADA 


Coach: Chris Ault ( 126-52-1, 15 years). 

1990 record: 13-2 (including 3-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Big Sky: 7-1/ 1st. 

Key players: Tony Amantia, LB; Scott Benning, TE; 
Matt Clafton, LB; Mark Drahos, DE; Todd Frietas, OT; 
Fred Gatlin, QB; Wade Hampton, WR; Damon Lynch, 
RB; Brock Marion, CB; Alan Maxwell, 0G; Eric Smith, 
RB; Frank Sullivan, LB. 

Strengths: Inside linebacker Clafton and defensive 
back Marion anchor what was the Big Sky's best de- 
fense against the pass—and that's hardly small po- 
tatoes in this air-it-out league. Offensively, the Wolf 
Pack returns a veteran line to protect Gatlin. 
Weaknesses: Nevada will have new specialists— 
kicker, punter and return men. Also, two-time All- 
America cornerback Bernard Ellison and standout 
wide receiver Treamelle Taylor must be replaced. 
Outlook: Predicting a return to the I-AA title game 
would be stretching it. Nevada won four league 
games by seven or fewer points last year and pre- 
vailed in back-to-back triple-overtime playoff 
games (before losing by 23 points to Georgia South- 
ern in the !-AA final). 

Schedule: UNLV, Sept, 7; Northwestern (La.) State, 
Sept. 14; North Texas, Sept. 21; Montana State, Sept. 
28; at. Idaho, Oct. 5; Idaho State, Oct. 12; at Eastern 
Washington, Oct. 19; Boise State, Oct. 26; Weber 
State, Nov. 2; at Montana, Nov. 9; at Northern Ari- 
zona, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Wolf Pack. 

Site: Reno, Nev. 


NORTHERN ARIZONA 


Coach: Steve Axman (5-6, 1 year). 

1990 record: 5-6. Big Sky: 3-5/T5th. 

Key players: Rod Alexander, WR; Jerry Avery, WR/ 
KR; Terry Belden, P; John Bonds, QB; Robert Forti, 
LB; Hendricks Johnson, WR; Art McDonald, 0G; 
Mickey McShane, FB; Charles McKenzie, RB; Harry 
McLaughlin, TE; David Musselman, DE; Gerald Rob- 
inson, TB; Sean Roundtree, DB; Greg Semas, DE. 
Strengths: Bonds and Johnson make up a first-rate 
aerial show, Robinson and McKenzie are decent run- 
ning backs and punter Belden had an excellent 
freshman year. 

Weaknesses: Defense. The Lumberjacks gave up 32 or 
more points eight times last season, including 70 toa 
Montana State team that won only four games. 
Outlook: Another five-victory season would be a 
pretty fair accomplishment. 

Schedule: Eastern New Mexico, Aug. 31; New Mexico 
Highlands, Sept. 7; at Weber State, Sept. 14; at 
Akron, Sept. 28; at Idaho State, Oct. 5; Montana 
State, Oct. 12; at Boise State, Oct. 19; Montana, Oct. 
26; at Eastern Washington, Nov. 2; Idaho, Nov. 9; 
Nevada, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Lumberjacks. 

Site: Flagstaff, Ariz. 


WEBER STATE 


Coach: Dave Arslanian (8-14, 2 ee 
1990 record: 5-6. Big Sky: 3-5/T5th. 

Key players: Jantz Afuvai, LB; Larry Anderson, DT; 
Bruce Covernton, OT; Dave Costantino, S; Jon Fuller, 
WR; Dave Hall, WR; Jamie Martin, QB; Geoff Mitchell, 
RB; Tim Otton, DE; Alfred Pupunu, TE; Trevor Shaw, 
TE; Fredrick Smith, CB; Rob Trebilcock, WR. 
Strengths: Martin led all |-AA players in total offense 
in 1990 and passed for 3,700 yards. Several other 
key returnees—including tackle Covernton and tight 
end Shaw—should keep the Wildcats moving. 
Weaknesses: The opposition can move, too; in fact, 
Weber State's opponents averaged nearly 400 yards 
of offense per game last year. 

Outlook: The Wildcats play just one game on artificial 
turf this season. So what? Well, in the 51 games that 
Weber State has played on fake grass in the last two 
decades, the Wildcats have won exactly nine times. 
Defense will be the key, however. 

Schedule: At Air Force, Aug. 31; Southern Utah State, 
Sept. 7; Northern Arizona, Sept. 14; Eastern Wash- 
ington, Sept. 28; at Montana State, Oct. 5; Idaho, Oct. 
12; at Montana, Oct. 19; at Nevada, Nov. 2; New 
Mexico Highlands, Nov. 9; Boise State, Nov. 16; at 
Idaho State, Nov. 23, 

Nickname: Wildcats. 

Site: Ogden, Utah. 
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DIVISION I-AA 


Watch out: Here comes another 
Rocket launch from Indiana 


By TOM RECK 
Terre Haute Tribune-Star 


y ollege football’s original 
@ _ “Rocket” will be doing his thing 
“in the Canadian Football League 
this fall. But another Rocket is return- 
ing to run back kickoffs and catch 
passes in the state of Indiana this fall. 

Raghib Ismail made a name for him- 
self in South Bend, Ind., as a spectacu- 
lar kick returner/receiver at Notre 
Dame the last three years. But he es- 
chewed his final year of collegiate eligi- 
bility to accept a $26.2 million contract 
with the CFL's Toronto Argonauts in 
April. 

Charles Swann, who is slightly less 
well known, played his football at La- 
Salle High School in South Bend before 
matriculating at Indiana State three 
years ago. He led all NCAA Division I- 
AA players in kickoff returns with a 
32.1-yard average last season. 

All in all, it wasn’t a bad year for a 
guy who didn't score a touchdown in 
high school and had defense on his mind 
when he decided to become a Sycamore 
in 1988. 

“T knew I was going to have to pay my 
own way, and I wanted to make it easy 
on my folks,” said Swann, a senior who 
did not qualify for a scholarship be- 
cause of Proposition 48 requirements 
and did not play that first year. “I knew 
about the great defensive backs at ISU, 
and it was close to home.” 

Former Sycamore Vencie Glenn, 
now a member of the Los Angeles Raid- 
ers, made a big impression on Swann 
when the youngster saw Glenn inter- 
cept a pass for the San Diego Chargers 
and return it a National Football 
League-record 103 yards for a touch- 
down in a 1987 game against Denver. 

Though Swann was the best kick re- 
turner in Division I-AA last year, it was 
something he didn’t do that haunts him 
the most. After returning a pair of kick- 
offs for touchdowns in the Sycamores’ 
first two games against Central Mis- 
souri State and Southern Illinois, 
Swann spent the rest of the 1990 season 
in pursuit of a I-AA-record-setting third 
kickoff-return TD. He never got it. 
After Swann’s two early touchdowns, 
the media began comparing him to In- 


| diana’s other Rocket and opposing 


teams started to kick away from him. 

“He puts your heart in your throat 
every time he touches the ball,” said 
then-Purdue Coach Fred Akers after 
Swann nearly broke two returns for 
scores against the Boilermakers. “He’s 
not just speedy; he’s aggressive and 
reckless. He’s a player.” - 

In the last game of the '90 season, 
however, the man many consider to be 
Indiana State’s best athlete came 
within inches of getting that elusive 
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Sycamore Rocket: As a kickoff returner, 
Charles Swann does for Indiana State 
what Raghib Ismail did for Notre Dame. 
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third touchdown. Against Western Ken- 
tucky on November 10, Swann took the 
opening kickoff at his own 2-yard line, 
slipped at midfield on a slick field and 
kept going until falling down at the Hill- 
toppers’ l-yard line. He missed the cov- 
eted record by 12 inches. 

Swann still considers that day as his 
most frustrating in two years of college 
football. 

“The bus ride home that night was 
the longest I ever took,” he said. “I 
started thinking about what I almost 
achieved. It’s given me something to 
strive for this year.” 

Swann hopes to give pro football a 
shot after this season. Sycamores re- 
ceivers coach Sean Payton thinks 
Swann—who caught 39 passes for 486 
yards and three touchdowns last year— 
has the potential to doit. 

“It’s nice to be able to work with a 
talent like Charles,” Payton said. “He’s 
made a lot of progress. It’s important 
that he continues his work ethic.” 

Said Swann: “This-fall, I want to run 
my routes hard and block hard.” 

With that kind of attitude, don’t be 
surprised if another Rocket from South 
Bend touches down in the world of pro 
football in the next couple of years. 
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‘1. NORTHERN IOWA 
2. EASTERN ILLINOIS 

3. SOUTHWEST MISSOURI 
4. ILLINOIS STATE 

5. INDIANA STATE 

6. SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 

7. WESTERN ILLINOIS 
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OFFENSE 
. Name, School, Class 
CHARLES SWANN, Indiana State, Sr. 
KENNY SHEDD, Northern lowa, Jr. 
TE CHRIS NUSS, Northern lowa, Jr. 
T PAUL WELTHA, Western Illinois, Sr. 
T TIMMcDUFFEY, Southwest Missouri, Sr. 
C MARK FRANCIS, Southern Illinois, Sr. 
G BRAD FICHTEL, Eastern Illinois, Jr. 
G MATT IRVIN, Southwest Missouri, Jr. 
QB JAY JOHNSON, Northern lowa, Jr. 
RB DERRICK FRANKLIN, Indiana State, Sr. 
JAMIE JONES, Eastern Illinois, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 

DL TONY JONES, Illinois State, Sr. 

DL BILL WALTER, Southwest Missouri, Sr. 
DL MAXIE GRAHAM, Western Illinois, Sr. 
LB ERIC CHRISTENSEN, Indiana State, Jr. 
LB WILBERT BROWN, Illinois State, Sr. 

LB WILLIAM FREENEY, Northern lowa, Jr. 
LB SEAN RICHARDSON, SW Missouri, Sr. 
DB WILLIE BEAMON, Northern lowa, Jr. 
DB MARCUS SHIPP, Southwest Missouri, Sr. 
DB ANTHONY BURTON, Illinois State, Sr. 
DB DUANE PETERSEN, Northern lowa, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Mame, School, Class 
PK BRIAN MITCHELL, Northern lowa, Sr. 
P BRIAN PINDAR, Eastern Illinois, Sr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 
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OFFENSE: 
Derrick 
Franklin, 

RB, Indiana State 


DEFENSE: 

Bill 

|) Walter, 
» DT, SW Missouri St. 
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EASTERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Bob Spoo (24-22, 4 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. Gateway: 3-3/T3rd. 

Key players: Brian Callahan, OT; Jason Cook, FL; Tony 
Farrell, S; Brad Fichtel, OG; Jamie Jones, TB; Kent 
Mcintyre, DT; Jeff Miles, S; Tim Moore, TE; Brian 
Pindar, P; Dan Purcell, OT; Joe Remke, DT; Mike 
Rummell, SE; Mike Settles, LB; Jeff Thorne, QB. 
Strengths: Eastern Illinois has one of the league's top 
running backs in Jones and two of its best linemen in 
Mcintyre and Fichtel. Rummell is the team's top re- 
ceiver and, when the offense bogs down, Spoo can 
call on one of the league's best punters in Pindar. 
Weaknesses: No team can lose a Mr. Everything such 
as defensive back Tim Lance without noticing it. At 
quarterback, Spoo must choose between sophomore 
Thorne and a redshirt freshman heading into the fall. 
Outlook: Eastern Illinois prides itself on being the 
winningest college football team (103-52-1) in Il- 
linois since 1978. If the Panthers hope to improve on 
that record, their key players must stay healthy and 
someone must step forward at quarterback. 

Schedule: Lock Haven (Pa.), Aug. 31; at lowa State, 
Sept. 7; Eastern Washington, Sept. 14; at Murray 
State, Sept. 21; Western Illinois, Oct. 5; at Indiana 
State, Oct. 12; Illinois State, Oct. 19; at Southern Il- 
linois, Nov. 2; at Western Kentucky, Nov. 9; South- 
mig Missouri State, Nov. 16; at Northern lowa, Nov. 


Nickname: Panthers. 
Site: Charleston, Ill. 


ILLINOIS STATE 


Coach: Jim Heacock (11-22, 3 years). 

1990 record: 5-6. Gateway: 3-3/T3rd. 

Key players: Brian Brown, TE; George Brown, QB; 
Wilbert Brown, LB; Anthony Burton, DB; Toby Davis, 
RB; Vander Harris, DT; Tony Jones, DT; Eric Liddell, 
OL; Scott Love, DB; Clarence Miller, WR; Tom New- 
berry, LB; Fernando Peters, OL; Ritchie Thompson, 
RB; Adrian Wilson, QB; Joe Woods, DB. 

Strengths: The defense. Jones, a big, quick 225- 
pounder, had 15 tackles for losses in ‘90, while Wil- 
bert Brown and Newberry were the Redbirds’ leading 
tacklers with 127 and 113, respectively. Leading 
rushers Davis and Thompson will provide a running 
attack until the passing game gets in gear. 
Weaknesses: Heacock must patch together a defen- 
sive secondary weakened by the loss of Bryan Goode 
and Darren Washington. 

Outlook: If George Brown or Wilson becomes the 
clear-cut No. 1 quarterback and plays well, the 
Redbirds could contend for the conference crown. 
Heacock has recruited well in his three years in Nor- 
mal, so depth should not be a problem. 

Schedule: St. Francis (Pa.), te 31; at Akron, Sept. 
14; Southeast Missouri State, Sept. 21; at Southern 
Illinois, Sept. 28; Indiana State, Oct. 5; Northern 
lowa, Oct. 12; at Eastern Illinois, Oct. 19; Western II- 
linois, Oct. 26; at Southwest Missouri State, Nov. 9; 
at Northern Illinois, Nov. 16; Western Kentucky, Nov. 
23 


Nickname: Redbirds. 
Site: Normal, Ill. 


INDIANA STATE 


Coach: Dennis Raetz (59-63- 1, 11 years). 

1990 record: 4-7. Gateway: 1-5/T6th. 

Key payers. Ray Allen, QB; Rahsaan Baskerville, DT; 
Tony Brewer, WR; Eric Christensen, LB; Dyrrah 
Christon, NT; Demetrius Dowler, WR; Doug Dutton, 
DT; Solomon Emerson, CB; Derrick Franklin, TB; Von 
Ganaway, DB; Kip Hennelly, QB; Bryan McGrone, LB; 
Darnell Richardson, OL; Charles Swann, WR; Nick 
Tsamountalidis, NT; Johnnie Williams, OL. 

Strengths: Raetz has such electrifying, record-setting 
players as Franklin and Swann back to lead his of- 
fense. The defense should be solid with Dutton, 
Christensen, McGrone, Emerson and Ganaway. 
Weaknesses: The kicking game and quarterback. The 
Sycamores kicked just eight field goals last year, and 
their punters combined for a 36-yard average. Both 
of those numbers must improve. There is no quarter- 
back with varsity experience on the roster, but Allen 
has the inside track for the top job. 

Outlook: The Sycamores have a lot of people back 
from last year, so they should improve. Raetz is 
counting on junior college transfers and high school 
recruits to provide depth, primarily on both lines. 


Jamie Jones, Eastern Illinois 
—— Se 6 BSS ~ = 
Schedule: At Kansas State, Sept. 7; Central Missouri 
State, Sept. 14; Concord (W.Va.), Sept. 21; Ball 
State, Sept. 28; at Illinois State, Oct. 5; Eastern Il- 
linois, Oct. 12; at Southwest Missouri State, Oct. 19; 
Southern Illinois, Oct. 26; Western Illinois, Nov. 2; at 
Northern lowa, Nov. 9; Western Kentucky, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Sycamores. 
Site: Terre Haute, Ind. 


NORTHERN IOWA 


Coach: Terry Allen ( 16-7, 2 years). 

1990 record: 8-4 (including 0-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Gateway: 5-1/T Ist. 

Key players: Brad Baumler, LB; Willie Beamon, CB; 
Peter Burns, LB; Steve Dhaemers, OT; William Free- 
ney, LB; Jay Johnson, QB; Kevin Keith, LB; Brian 
Mitchell, K; Tim Mosley, P; Simon Nelson, S; Chris 
Nuss, TE; Duane Petersen, S; Mike Schulte, RB; 
Kenny Shedd, WR; Joseph Wallace, CB. 

Strengths: Experience may be the Panthers’ biggest 
asset. Thirteen starters (including eight on offense) 
return from a team that shared the league title a year 
ago and earned a spot in the I-AA playoffs. If the 
Starters remain healthy, this team could repeat last 
year's success. 

Weaknesses: If the starters get hurt, watch out. There 
is little quality depth behind the front-line players. 
Outlook: The Panthers are young, but that doesn’t 
mean they won't be good. Allen has rekindled the 
winning tradition established by Darrell Mudra in the 
mid- 1980s and will try to lead the Panthers to their 
first outright Gateway title since 1987. The schedule 
should help. Although they play just two league 
games at the UNI-Dome (where they seldom lose), 
three of the Panthers’ first five games are at home 
and their non-conference games are not killers. 
Schedule; McNeese State, Sept. 7; Augustana (S.D.), 
Sept. 14; at Southern Illinois, Sept. 21; at Idaho, Sept. 
28; Morgan State, Oct. 5; at Illinois State, Oct. 12; at 
Western Kentucky, Oct. 26; at Southwest Missouri 
State, Nov. 2; Indiana State, Nov. 9; at Western II- 
linois, Nov. 16; Eastern Illinois, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Panthers. 

Site: Cedar Falls, la. 


SOUTHERN ILLINOIS 


Coach: Bob Smith (2-18, 2 years; 21-44-1 overall, 6 
years). 

1990 record: 2-9. Gateway: 1-5/T6th. 

Koy players: Doug Amaya, TE; Greg Brown, TB; Brian 
Downey, QB; Mark Francis, C; Scott Gabbart, QB; 
Yonel Jourdain, FB; Jon Manley, LB; Justin Roebuck, 
SE; Tom Roth, OT; Dwayne Summers, DT. 
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Downey, who is coming off a fine 1990 season, and 
Gabbart, who played well in 1988 and '89 before 
being redshirted last season. 

Weaknesses: Southern Illinois will be hard pressed to 
replace leading tackler Kevin Kilgallon and wide re- 
ceiver Johnny Roots. A new place-kicker and punter 
also must be found. New players will take over three 
spots in the secondary. 

Outlook: The Salukis lost their last eight games in 
1990, including defeats to Illinois, Central Florida 
and South Carolina by a combined 143-48 score. 
Those three teams are not on the '90 schedule, and 
the weaker slate should help the program get back 
on its feet. 

Schedule: Southeast Missouri State (at St. Louis), 
Aug. 31; at Murray State, Sept. 7; at Austin Peay 
State, Sept. 14; Northern lowa, Sept. 21; Illinois 
State, Sept. 28; Southwest Missouri State, Oct. 5; at 
Troy (Ala.) State, Oct. 12; at Western Illinois, Oct. 
19; at Indiana State, Oct. 26; Eastern Illinois, Nov. 2; 
at Louisiana Tech, Nov. 9. 

Nickname: Salukis. 

Site: Carbondale, Ill. 


SOUTHWEST MISSOURI STATE 


Coach: Jesse Branch (32-24, 5 years). 

1990 record: 9-3 (including 0-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Gateway: 5-1/T ist. 

Key players: Cleveland Antoine, QB; Shawn Cooper, 
HB; Quintin Evans, DE; Earl Fowler, LB; Damon 
Frost, FB; Matt Irwin, OG; Tim McDuffey, OT; Andrew 
Murray, DE; Anthony Pegues, HB; Sean Richardson, 
LB; Mark Scott, LB; Marcus Shipp, S; Adrion Smith, 
CB; Mark Walker, LB; Bill Walter, DT. 

Strengths: Depth. The Bears have 42 lettermen and 12 
Starters back from last season's Gateway co- 
champion squad. Walter, Shipp and Richardson are 
the team’s best defensive players, while Irwin, 
McDuffey and Cooper lead the offense. 

Weaknesses: The departure of quarterback DeAndre 
Smith, a two-time Gateway Offensive Player of the 
Year, has left a huge hole. Antoine and Paul Carney 
backed up Smith, and one surely will be the new 
starter. Either one will have his work cut out for him. 
Outlook: How quickly the new players come together 
on offense will be a big factor in the Bears’ success. 
But, with Smith gone, it’s not likely Southwest will 
contend for another conference crown. 

Schedule: At Tulsa, Aug. 31; McNeese State, Sept. 14; 
Prairie View A&M, Sept. 21; at North Texas, Sept. 28; 
at Southern Illinois, Oct. 5; at Western Illinois, Oct. 
12; indiana State, Oct. 19; at Arkansas State, Oct. 26; 
Northern lowa, Nov. 2; Illinois State, Nov. 9; at East- 
ern Illinois, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Bears. 

Site: Springfield, Mo. 


WESTERN ILLINOIS 
Coach: Randy Ball (3-8, 1 year). 
1990 record: 3-8. Gateway: 3-3/T3rd. 
Key players: Elzie Barnett, OB; Leo Brown, DE; Willie 
Davis, QB; John Earle, OT; Dave Fierke, OT; Max 
Ford, DT; Chuck Fox, TB; Maxie Graham, DE; Deme- 
ris Johnson, WR; Arthur Mcintyre, S; Steve Ross, 
WR; Bob Siebenaler, LB; Don Simmons, QB; Steve 
Turzynski, DB; Paul Weltha, OT. 
Strengths: Quarterback. Davis started most of the 
games last year, but he'll face stiff competition from 
junior college transfer Don Simmons. Both lines 
should be strong. 
Weaknesses: The Leathernecks will be hurting in the 
offensive backfield until replacements are found for 
departed standouts Mike Cox and Bernard Holloway. 
A speedy receiver also is needed. Defensive back 
Bryan Cox will be greatly missed. 
Outlook: In an offensive-minded league, Western Il- 
linois should be OK with experienced returnees at 
quarterback and halfback, on the line and in the 
kicking department. The team's biggest problems are 
on defense. 
Schedule: Washburn (Kan.), Sept. 7; at Wisconsin, 
Sept. 14; Sam Houston State, Sept. 28; at Eastern Il- 
linois, Oct. 5; Southwest Missouri State, Oct. 12; 
Southern Illinois, Oct. 19; at Illinois State, Oct. 26; at 
Indiana State, Nov, 2; at Morgan State, Nov. 9; 
Northern lowa, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Leathernecks. 
Site: Macomb, Ill. 
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>1 Cornell has the horses it needs 


in two thoroughbred tailbacks 


By GARY FALLESEN 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle 


fectionately call him Ed. Not for 

Mr. Ed, but after another horse. 
A horse of a different color. The Big 
Red one, Cornell football great Ed Mar- 
inaro. 

“Being compared to him is kind of 
embarrassing, really,” said Scott Oli- 
aro. 

Unquestionably, the No. 1 thrill fora 
Cornell football player is to have his 
name mentioned in the same breath 
with Marinaro’s. On November 3, 1990, 
late in a game at Yale, the public- 
address announcer informed the crowd 
that the Big Red’s Oliaro had broken 
Marinaro’s 21-year-old Ivy League 
record for single-game rushing yard- 
age. 

Oliaro, seated on the Cornell bench at 
the time, couldn't believe his ears. 

“T knew I'd run far,” he said, reflect- 
ing on a 288-yard performance that sur- 


f= riends back home in Vermont af- 


. passed Marinaro’s mark by seven 


yards. “But I didn’t know I'd run that 
far.” 

He knew he had run enough, how- 
ever. 

Oliaro, who shares the tailback posi- 
tion with another “horse,” John McNiff, 
was forced to go it alone against Yale 
when MeNiff suffered rib and thigh in- 
juries on the opening kickoff. Nor- 
mally, McNiff plays the first two series 
of a game before being spelled by Oliaro 
for a series. 

While Oliaro didn’t know his team- 
mate would miss the rest of the Yale 
game, Cornell Coach Jim Hofher knew 
even less. 

“Hell, I didn’t know he (MeNiff) was 
out of the game,” said Hofher, who 
guided Cornell to the Ivy League co- 
championship last year in his rookie 
season at his alma mater. “I didn’t 
notice he wasn't in there until Scott was 
running down the sideline. I turned to 
my running backs coach and said, 
‘What the hell is he doing in the 
game?’” 

Scoring a touchdown, actually. 

Oliaro raced 69 yards into the end 
zone on the first play from scrimmage 
and finished the day with a school- 
record 395 all-purpose yards (rushing, 
receiving and returns). Marinaro, the 
1971 Heisman Trophy runner-up, had 
established that Cornell standard, too, 
with a figure of 302. 

On the ride home after the game, a 
battered McNiff made a promise to a 
weary Oliaro. “This (injury) will be 
fine,” he insisted. “I’ll be back next 
week.” 

“Good,” Oliaro said. 

True to his word, McNiff was a “go” 
for the game at Columbia. 
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Horsepower: John McNiff, who teams 
with Scott Oliaro, forms half of Cornell’s 
two-horse backfield. 


True to his word, Hofher started him. 

“It crossed my mind (at Yale) that I 
might (lose the starting assignment),” 
McNiff said. “But Coach told me, ‘If 
you're able to play, you'll have your 
starting job back.’ ” 

McNiff was ready. Early in the first 
quarter, he ran a school-record 95 yards 
from scrimmage to score a touchdown. 

“T was in pain,” McNiff said. “But I 
came back strong.” 

Together, McNiff and Oliaro aver- 
aged 300 yards per game in all-purpose 
running as juniors, ranking second and 
13th, respectively, in NCAA Division I- 
AA individual statistics. Also, they 
combined for more than 1,700 yards on 
the ground, with McNiff leading the 
way with 998. 

The system of alternating tailbacks is 
one that Hofher brought to Cornell after 
using it successfully as an assistant 
coach at Tennessee and Syracuse. 

“It’s tough, I think, on opponents to 
prepare for us,” Oliaro said, “with John 
coming at them and banging into them 
and running by them. And then me 
coming in and putting on moves.” 

MeNiff agreed. 

“I’m more likely to run through 
someone,” he said. ‘‘Scott’s more likely 
to run around them.” 

Whichever way they approach their 
tasks, Oliaro and McNiff will continue 
to run in Marinaro’s shadow. But, at 
times, they surely will run out from 
under it—just as they did in 1990. 
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ORDER OF FINISH 
‘U.CORNELL 


2. PENNSYLVANIA. 
S: VALE 


4.HARVARD 
5. DARTMOUTH 


6. PRINCETO 
OWN 


8.COLUMBIA 


Tle oe OORRENSE SS 


Pos. Name, School, Class 
WR MIKE BOBO, Dartmouth, Sr. 
WR_ RODD TORBERT, Brown, Sr. 
TE ANDY LOMBARA, Harvard, Sr. 
T KEVIN ALLEN, Yale, Sr. 
T TOMCONDON, Brown, Sr. 
C GREG FINNEGAN, Cornell, Sr. 
G BRAD HUTTON, Columbia, Sr. 
» G JASON JENKINS, Cornell, Sr. 
QB MATT BRZICA, Dartmouth, Jr. 
RB JOHN MeNIFF, Cornell, Sr. 
RB SCOTT OLIARO, Cornell, Sr. 


DEFENSE 
Pos. Name, School, Class 
DL SPENCER NEUMANN, Harvard, Sr. 
DL DAN DEDIC, Pennsylvania, Sr. 
DL CARMINE PERRELLI, Yale, Sr. 
LB JOE KOPCHA, Pennsylvania, Sr. 
LB MARK BRODERICK, Cornell, Sr. 
LB CRAIG VICKERY, Yale, Sr. 
LB JAY LEE, Pennsylvania, Sr. 
DB SALSCIRETTO, Dartmouth, Sr. 
DB GREG BELSHER, Harvard, Sr. 
DB SCOTT WAGNER, Yale, Sr. 
DB TOMOKO, Pennsylvania, Sr. 


Pos. Name, School, Class 
PK DENNIS DURKIN, Dartmouth, Jr. 
PROB SIMS, Pennsylvania, Jr. 


See eae eater} 


OFFENSE: 

B John 

McNiff, 

RB, Cornell 
ESS TS 


DEFENSE: 


LB, Pennsylvania 
Ses 


Coach: Mickey Kwiatkowski (2-8, 1 year; 70-35 
overall, 10 years). 

1990 record: 2-8. Ivy: 2-5/TSth. 

Key players: Pat Allman, DB; Richard Britton, DB/P; 
Brett Brown, RB; Tom Condon, OT; Jeff Good, NG; 
Shawn Martinson, OL; Jason Pankau, LB; Scott 
Perry, LB; Ray Rocha, WR; Tom Rosahac, WR; Brad 
Sidwell, LB; Nate Taylor, WR; Rodd Torbert, WR. 
Strengths: Inside linebackers Pankau and Sidwell are 
a dynamic duo. Free safety Allman will be the leader 
of a young-but-promising secondary. Offensively, 
All-lvy selection Torbert—a wide receiver, flex re- 
ceiver and wingback—is the Bears’ No. 1 weapon. 
Kwiatkowski says Torbert is “without a doubt one of 
the premier athletes in Division |- AA.” 

Weaknesses: Who will get the ball to Torbert? And 
which running back will keep opposing defenses 
honest? With the exception of noseguard Good, the 
defensive line is a question mark. 

Outlook: Kwiatkowski likes a good laugh, which is 
why he devised the “Hogs,” defensive linemen and 
linebackers who get to play offense late in victories 
that are safely in tow. He said, “Look for more of our 
attacking Hogs in '91.”' Not likely. 

Schedule: At Yale, Sept. 21; at Marshall, Sept. 28; 
Rhode Island, Oct. 5; Princeton, Oct. 12; at Holy 
Cross, Oct. 19; at Pennsylvania, Oct. 26; Cornell, 
Nov. 2; Harvard, Nov. 9; at Dartmouth, Nov. 16; 
Columbia, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Bears. 

Site: Providence, R.1. 


COLUMBIA 
Coach: Ray Tellier (2-18, 2 years). 
1990 record: 1-9. Ivy: 1-6/8th. 
Key players: Greg Abbruzzese, RB; Rich Bernard, C; 
Tom Boccafola, K; Chuck Dimitroff, DB; Brad Hutton, 
0G; Solomon Johnson, WR; Greg Kasprzak, NT; Bob 
Kent, DT; Mario Loya, TE; Anthony Policastro, LB; 
Kevin Robinson, DB; Scott Spivey, WR; Rob Walcott, 
DB; Dan Wall, LB; Desmond Werthman, LB. 
Strengths: There is depth on both lines. Dimitroff will 
lead a secondary that blends varsity experience with 
sophomores up from a freshman team that was 
strong against the pass. Hutton is a quality guard. 
Weaknesses: Inexperience. Sophomores from a 1-5 
freshman squad will be all over the field for the Lions, 
including the quarterback position. 
Outlook: The Lions are still a season away from mak- 
ing any real noise. 
Schedule: At Harvard, Sept. 21; Lehigh, Sept. 28; 
Fordham, Oct. 5; Pennsylvania, Oct. 12; at Lafayette, 
Oct. 19; Yale, Oct. 26; at Princeton, Nov. 2; Dart- 
mouth, Nov. 9; at Cornell, Nov. 16; at Brown, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Lions. 
Site: New York. 


CORNELL 
Coach: Jim Hofher (7-3, 1 year). 
1990 record: 7-3. Ivy: 6- 1/T 1st. 
Key players: Dan Branon, TE; Mark Broderick, LB; 
Pete Case, FB; Greg Finnegan, C; Mike Grant, WR; 
Matt Hepfer, K; Jason Jenkins, 0G; John Mahony, 
0G; ei 8 Martin, WR; Chris Mazoue, LB; John 
McNiff, TB; Scott Oliaro, TB; Eric Penttinen, DE; Rob 
Schroeder, OT; Ramon Watkins, CB. 
Strengths: McNiff and Oliaro are a devastating 1-2 
punch. They will run behind Finnegan (an All-ivy 
selection), Jenkins and Schroeder. Defensively, 
Cornell is deep at linebacker, led by the talented 
Broderick. 
Weaknesses: Quarterback is the biggest unknown. 
Who will hand the ball to the buddy backs? Not one 
of the candidates has taken a varsity snap. Defen- 
sively, there are huge holes, 
Outlook: As good as they are, McNiff and Oliaro can’t 
do it alone. 
Schedule: At Princeton, Sept. 21; Colgate, Sept. 28; at 
Bucknell, Oct. 5; at Stanford, Oct. 12; Harvard, Oct. 
19; at Dartmouth, Oct. 26; at Brown, Nov. 2; Yale, 
Nov. 9; Columbia, Nov. 16; at Pennsylvania, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Big Red. 
Site: Ithaca, N.Y. 


DARTMOUTH 


Coach: Buddy Teevens (19-20-1, 4 years; 32-29-1 
overall, 6 years). 
1990 record: 7-2-1. Ivy: 6-1/T 1st. 


Key players: Mike Bobo, WR; Matt Brzica, QB; Dennis 
Durkin, K; Jerry Gilbert, WR; Cliff McDonald, LB; Tom 
Morrow, LB; Dan Mulligan, DT; Al Rosier, TB; Greg 
Rush, C; Sal Sciretto, DB; Harry Wright, LB. 

Strengths; Brzica, named the Ivy's No. 1 sophomore of 
1990 after starting the season as a fourth-string 
quarterback, can run the option and throw when 
necessary. His targets will include Bobo, Gilbert and 
sophomore John Hyland. The right side of the line re- 
turns. Defensively, the corners are sound with All- 
Ivy choice Sciretto and Rob Birge. Wright is solid at 
linebacker. And Durkin is a dependable place-kicker. 
Weaknesses: No starter returns on the defensive line. 
Holes on the offensive line are being plugged by 
players coming off knee injuries. . 

Outlook: With the Ivy's Player of the Year, tailback 
Shon Page, having completed his eligibility and other 
holes also in need of filling, Dartmouth could fall to 
the middle of the pack. 

Schedule: At Pennsylvania, Sept. 21; Bucknell, Sept. 
28; at Lehigh, Oct. 5; Holy Cross, Oct. 12; at Yale, 
Oct. 19; Cornell, Oct. 26; at Harvard, Nov. 2; at Co- 
lumbia, Nov. 9; Brown, Nov. 16; Princeton, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Big Green. 

Sits: Hanover, N.H. 


HARVARD 


Coach: Joe Restic ( 107-78-5, 20 years). 

1990 record: 5-5. Ivy: 3-4/T4th. 

Key players: Greg Belsher, CB; Robb Hirsch, RB; Matt 
Johnson, FB; Scott Johnson, K; Kendrick Joyce, RB; 
Milan Kosanovich, OT; Sean Koscho, S; John Lausch, 
LB; Andy Lombara, TE; Colby Maher, SE; Spencer 
Neumann, DE; Chris Pillsbury, S; Marty Popoloski, 
DL; Doug Rosenberry, 0G; Robert Santos, CB. 
Strengths: Pass rushers Neumann and Popoloski fig- 
ure to benefit greatly from the superb ara of 
secondary men Belsher, Santos, Koscho and Pills- 
bury. Sacks should be plentiful. Offensively, Lom- 
bara is as good as any tight end that Restic has ever 
had. Fullback Matt Johnson leads a veteran ground 
attack. And Colby Maher is a superb kick returner. 
Weaknesses: Once again, the Crimson quarterback is 
green. The players at this position have combined for 
three completions in four attempts. 

Outlook: Restic, a fine teacher of quarterbacks, be- 
lieves that position could be a strength before long. If 
so, the Crimson could make maximum use of Lom- 
bara's skills en route to moving up in the standings. 
Schedule: Columbia, Sept. 21; at Army, Sept. 28; Holy 
Cross, Oct. 5; at Fordham, Oct. 12; at Cornell, Oct. 19; 
Princeton, Oct. 26; Dartmouth, Nov. 2; at Brown, 
Nov. 9; Pennsylvania, Nov. 16; at Yale, Nov. 23, 
Nickname; Crimson. 

Site: Cambridge, Mass. 


PENNSYLVANIA 


Coach: Gary Steele (7-13, 2 years). 

1990 record: 3-7. Ivy: 3-4/T4th. 

Key players: Dan Dedic, NT; Donald Gates, 0G; Brian 
Griffin, LB; Joe Kopcha, LB; Jay Lee, LB; Fitz 
McKinnon, QB; Tom Oko, S; Sundi Rush, TB; Rob 
Sims, P; Damon Young, WR. 

Strengths: All-Ivy choice Kopcha is one of the Quak- 
ers’ all-time top tacklers and an All-America candi- 
date. Kopcha, Lee and Griffin are third-year starters 
at linebacker. The defensive line (anchored by 
Dedic) and the secondary (led by Oko) also are vet- 
eran groups. Sims is a strong punter. 

Weaknesses: No one has bigger shoes to fill than of- 
fensive tackle Rob Ruisch, who replaces Joe Valerio 
(a second-round pick in the NFL draft). Six other 
starting positions must be filled as well on offense. 
Outlook: For the first time since the Quakers won the 
1988 league title, the team will field a senior- 
dominated defense. Last year, as juniors, the unit 
rated second in the Ancient Eight in total defense. 
Schedule: Dartmouth, Sept. 21; at Holy Cross, Sept. 
28; Lafayette, Oct. 5; at Columbia, Oct. 12; at Lehigh, 
Oct. 19; Brown, Oct. 26; at Yale, Nov. 2; Princeton, 
Nov. 9; at Harvard, Nov. 16; Cornell, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Quakers. 

Site: Philadelphia. 


PRINCETON 


Coach: Steve Tosches (22- 17-1, 4 years). 

1990 record: 3-7. Ivy: 2-5/T5th. 

Key players: Gene DeMorat, LB; Keith Elias, RB; Jim 
Freeman, LB; Erick Hamilton, RB; Aaron Harris, LB; 
Michael Lerch, FL; Leon Newsome, DE; Mark Rogers, 
WR; Ken Sisco, LB; Chris Theiss, OT; Steve Tufillaro, 
WR; Marvin Williams, CB. - 

Strengths: The linebacking corps returns intact and 
features Freeman, a walk-on who is now the team 
captain. Cornerback Williams is an Ivy track star, a 
7-foot high jumper. Newsome is the leading pass 
rusher on an experienced defensive line. The offen- 
sive line boasts several veterans. 

Weaknesses: The quarterback job is vacant, the kick- 
ing game has new feet and the secondary is raw. 
Outlook: Four of the losses in last year's disappoint- 
ing season were by a combined 13 points, including a 
17-14 defeat at Cornell. The Tigers’ 1991 opener— 
against Cornell, at home—might show whether the 
Tigers are back. 

Schedule: Cornell, Sept. 21; Fordham, Sept. 28; Col- 
gate, Oct. 5; at Brown, Oct. 12; Bucknell, Oct. 19; at 
Harvard, Oct. 26; Columbia, Nov. 2; at Pennsylvania, 
Nov. 9; Yale, Nov. 16; at Dartmouth, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Tigers. 

Site: Princeton, N.J. 


YALE 


Coach: Carmen Cozza ( 156-82-5, 26 years). 

1990 record: 6-4. Ivy: 5-2/2nd. 

Key players: Kevin Allen, OT; Greg Bowman, P; Jim 
Gouveia, RB; Fred Howard, DT; Milt Hubbard, LB; 
Chris Kouri, FB; Erik Lee, DT; Ed Perks, K; Carmine 
Perrelli, MG; David Russell, OG; Maurice Saah, DB; 
Ya-Sin Shabazz, WR; Kevin Skol, LB; Craig Vickery, 
LB; Scott Wagner, DB. 

Strengths: Kouri is two backs in one—a blocking full- 
back out of the wishbone and a tailback in the one- 
back set. Wide receivers Shabazz and Adam Lenain 
are deep threats. Perrelli, Lee and Howard headline 
one of the Ivy's most experienced defensive lines. 
The secondary, led by the thinking-man's free 
safety, Wagner, is solid. Vickery is a linebacker to 
watch. 

Weaknesses: The Elis need to choose a quarterback 
and then learn what he can do. Can he run the wish- 
bone? Only two of the front six (tight end included) 
return to an offensive line that opened 2,101 yards 
worth of daylight in 1990. 

Outlook: Cozza brought along a young defense last 
season. Now it's the offense’s turn. The Ivy's all- 
time winningest coach will find a way to replace 
graduate Darin Kehler, the quarterback he hand- 
picked from the Elis’ baseball team. 

Schedule: Brown, Sept. 21; at Lafayette, Sept. 28; 
Connecticut, Oct. 5; at Colgate, Oct. 12; Dartmouth, 
Oct. 19; at Columbia, Oct. 26; Pennsylvania, Nov. 2; 
at Cornell, Nov. 9; at Princeton, Nov. 16; Harvard, 
Nov. 23. 

Nicknames: Elis, Bulldogs. 

Site: New Haven, Conn. 
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By DAVID LEE SIMMONS 
Tallahassee Democrat 


Gm here’s a never-ending supply of 
| excitement at North Carolina 

M A&T when Connell Maynor has 
the football in his hands. Whether loft- 
ing the ball skyward or tucking it under 
his arm and taking off, Maynor wreaks 
havoc as the most dangerous quarter- 
back in the Mid-Eastern Athletic Con- 
ference. 

So dangerous, in fact, that his coach, 
Bill Hayes, worries about him. Hayes 
loves what Maynor can do in his wing-T 
option-style offense, but he'd feel better 
if the fifth-year senior were a little 
more careful. 

“There are times, when the game’s 
out of hand, that we don’t want him to 
take those extra hits,” Hayes said. “He 
throws all caution to the wind when he 
has the ball.” 

When the 6-foot, 175-pound Maynor 
plays, he throws more than caution to 
the wind. In 1990, his passes also filled 
the air and played a big part in the Ag- 
gies’ 9-2 record and tie for the No. 19 
ranking in the final NCAA Division I- 
AApoll. 

Maynor was named the league's Of- 
fensive Player of the Year after finish- 
ing tops among I-AA quarterbacks with 
a passing efficiency rating of 156.3. He 
completed 64.4 percent of his passes for 
1,699 yards and 16 touchdowns and was 
intercepted 10 times. He also showed 
his versatility by rushing for 389 yards 


: J} and 11 touchdowns. 


“I try whatever it takes to win the 
game,” said Maynor, who is hoping to 
lead the Aggies to their first MEAC title 
since 1986 this fall. “I don’t have any- 


‘Vy, thing planned, If the rush is too strong 
) or the protection breaks down, I’ll try to 


move around to make something hap- 
pen.” 
Hayes saw that potential in Maynor 


| when the two were at Winston-Salem 


(N.C.) State in 1987—Hayes as the 
coach and Maynor as a freshman fight- 


| ing for playing time. Hayes left for 


North Carolina A&T after that season, 
and Maynor decided to tag along. 
“Coming out of high school, I had re- 
ally wanted to go to a college that had 
football and baseball, even though I 
picked Winston-Salem (no baseball),” 
Maynor said. “North Carolina A&T had 


| both, and Coach promised me I could 


1/158 x 


play both.” 

Indeed he has, but Maynor has been 
most exceptional on the football field. 
When Hayes installed the wing-T attack 
upon arriving in Greensboro, Maynor 
blossomed. He quickly found a home in 
the new offense, passing for 1,093 yards 
and five touchdowns in 1989 after sit- 
ting out his transfer year. Maynor even 
felt comfortable being at North Caro- 


little more careful. 


| When Maynor is at the controls, 
S the Aggies’ offense usually rolls 


tA 


Mr. Excitement: Connell Maynor is a 
multiple threat in the wing-T option-style 
offense, but his coach wishes he were a 


=a) 


lina A&T, a school he was supposed to 


hate as a freshman at Winston-Salem. 

“It was tough in a way,” he said, “but 
it wasn’t that bad because I was there 
only one year... so I didn’t get.a good 
sense of the rivalry that I have now.” 

Adjusting to Hayes’ wing-T was eas- 
ier for Maynor. 

“It didn’t take any time,” said May- 
nor, who would prefer a more wide- 
open offense to the run-oriented wing- 
T. “Coach put in one, maybe two more 
plays. I could pass more in the run-and- 
shoot. But our offense can exploit so 
many weaknesses.” 

As dangerous as Maynor is as a run- 
ner, he knows his arm is the big threat. 
So, to make Hayes happy, he'll try to 
simmer down a little. But the electrify- 
ing Maynor can be restrained only so 
long. 

“I’m going to try to stay in the pocket 
a couple of seconds more this year,” 
Maynor said. “I'll try to cut down on my 
running a little and concentrate on my 
passing, my drop-backs. A lot of teams 
try to come up on the outside and hit me 
from the flank. 

“You just try and wait till the last 
second. And then, ‘See ya.’ I go where I 
go.” 
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1. FLORIDA A&M 
2. NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
3. HOWARD 

4. DELAWARE STATE 

5. SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 
6. BETHUNE-COOKMAN 

7. MORGAN STATE 


ot 63 


All AA cA CT 
ALL-MEAC | 


OFFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
JEFF PARKER, Bethune-Cookman, Sr. 
TERRY MICKENS, Florida A&M, Soph. 
CRAIG THOMPSON, N.C. A&T, Sr. 
NIGEL GREENE, Howard, Sr. 
GREG JOHNSON, Delaware State, Sr. 
WALLY WILLIAMS, Florida A&M, Jr. 
ROD MILSTEAD, Delaware State, Sr. 
RAYMOND ANDREWS, Delaware State, Sr. 
CONNELL MAYNOR, N.C. A&T, Sr. 
MIKE MURRAY, Delaware State, Sr. 
PAT REDDICK, Florida A&M, Jr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
KNOX THOMPSON, N.C. A&T, Jr. 
KEVIN LITTLE, North Carolina A&T, Sr. 
WALT SIMMONS, Bethune-Cookman, Sr. 
CEDRICK JONES, Florida A&M, Jr. 
RODNEY EDWARDS, N.C. A&T, Soph. 
ALPHONSO TYLER, Delaware State, Sr. 
REGGIE GLOVER, North Carolina A&T, Sr. 
WILLIAM CARROLL, Florida A&M, Jr. 
RICKY HILL, South Carolina State, Sr. 
WALTER PRICE, Howard, Sr. 
CRAIG HALL, Florida A&M, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School, Class 
TIM CAMRON, Florida A&M, Fr. 
CRAIG HALL, Florida A&M, Sr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Connell 

Maynor, 

QB, N. Carolina A&T 


DEFENSE: 

Kevin 

Little, 

DL, N. Carolina A&T 


SS —reeeet 


BETHUNE-COOKMA 
Coach: Larry Little (38-44-1, 8 years). 
1990 record; 4-7. MEAC: 1-5/6th. : 
Key players: Willie Ceasar, RB; Kelvin Daniels, RB; 
Troy Grant, WR; Keith Griffin, OL; Jermaine Hall, QB; 
Mark Harrington, CB; Donnie Hogan, RB; Andre 
Howard, TE; Kevin McLean, RB; Jeff Parker, WR; 
Andre Ragin, OL; Walt Simmons, DL; Tim Thompson, 
LB; Paul Thurmond, K; Evan Toney, DB. 
Strengths: This could be the most depth Little has had 
in years. The Wildcats have always been able to 
throw, and this year shouldn't be different. The 
Wildcats may even use the option a little more this 
reer for variety. Toney may be the team’s best ath- 
ete. 
Weaknesses; Little will have to overcome a major 
coaching staff shuffle. As pass-happy as the Wild- 
cats are, they will have to reinforce it with a rushing 
attack that is questionable. The middle linebackers 
are hurting on a defense that finished near the bot- 
tom of the MEAC in 1990. 
Outlook: Two things are always certain about the 
Wildcats: They will be scrappy, and they will be ex- 
citing. The Hall-to-Parker combination can take the 
Wildcats a long way, but the rushing game must 
produce. If the defense is any better than last year, 
Bethune-Cookman could crack .500. 
Schedule; Savannah (Ga.) State (at Jacksonville, 
Fla.), Aug. 31; at Delaware State, Sept. 7; Morgan 
State, Sept. 14; at Central Florida, Sept. 28; Howard, 
Oct. 12; South Carolina State (at Ft. Lauderdale, 
Fla.), Oct. 19; at Albany (Ga.) State, Oct. 26; North 
Carolina A&T, Nov. 2; Morris Brown, Ga. (at Nassau, 
Bahamas), Nov. 16; Florida A&M (at Tampa, Fla.), 
Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Wildcats. 
Site: Daytona Beach, Fla. 


DELAWARE STATE 


Coach: Bill Collick (43-20, 6 years). 

1990 record: 7-3. MEAC: 4-2/3rd. 

Key players: Raymond Andrews, OG; Erik Jones, OB; 
Greg Johnson, OT; Chris Lea, DB; Rod Milstead, 0G; 
Mike Murray, FB; Jamal Pettiford, WR; Brian Ran- 
dall, DB; James Redding, DB; Doug Reed, RB; Preston 
Steward, C; Alphonso Tyler, LB; Wendell Watson, 
RB; Herb White, FB; Jason Winfield, DT. 

Strengths; The offense returns seven starters from a 
unit that led Delaware State to the Division I-AA 
tushing title. On defense, all four starters return in 
the peony. 

Weaknesses: Collick will have a rough time replacing 
the passing combination of quarterback Curtis Wil- 
liams and split end David Jones. The Hornets must 
hold auditions for a new kicker and punter. 

Outlook: Losing so many skill-position players puts a 
heavy burden on Murray to carry the offense. But if 
the defense comes together, the Hornets could attain 
a high league finish. 

Schedule; Bethune-Cookman (at Wilmington, Del.), 
Sept. 7; Youngstown State, Sept. 14; at Towson 
State, Sept. 21; Jackson State (at Cincinnati), Oct. 
5; Liberty, Oct. 12; at Florida A&M, Oct. 19; Morgan 
State, Oct. 26; at South Carolina State, Nov. 2; at 
North Carolina A&T, Nov. 9; at Northeastern, Nov. 
16; Howard, Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Hornets. 

Site: Dover, Del. 


FLORIDA A&M 


Coach: Ken Riley (30-22-2, 5 years). 

1990 record: 7-4. MEAC: 6-0/ 1st. 

Key players: Eddie Battle, DB; Tim Camron, K; William 
Carroll, OB; Edwin Carter, DB; Tim Daniel, WR; Tony 
Ezell, QB; Craig Hall, S/P; Jerome Hamlet, LB; Ced- 
rick Jones, LB; Nick Maroulis, 0G; Terry Mickens, 
WR; Pat Reddick, FB; Pete Rogers, LB; Maress Scott, 
DE; James Thurman, WR; Wally Williams, C. 
Strengths: The talented Ezell is a leader. The Rattlers 
also are loaded at every other skill position on of- 
fense, especially wide receiver. On defense, the sec- 
ondary is deep. 

Weaknesses: Unproven depth on both sides of the line 
has Riley worried. Camron is pressured to replace 
career scoring leader Jimmy Vertuno. No running 
backs appear capable of replacing former standout 
Amir Rasul. 

Outlook: The Rattlers should contend for MEAC top 
honors, but Riley hopes depth at the skill positions on 


Atlanta), Sept. 28; at North Carolina A&T, Oct. 12: 
Delaware State, Oct. 19; South Carolina State (at 
Columbia, S.C.), Oct. 26; Morgan State, Nov. 2; 
Southern (at Miami), Nov. 9; at Grambling State, 
oe 16; Bethune-Cookman (at Tampa, Fla.), Nov. 


Nickname: Rattlers. 
Site: Tallahassee, Fla. 


HOWARD 


Coach: Steve Wilson ( 14-8, 2 years). 

1990 record; 6-5. MEAG: 3-3/4th, 

Key players: James Carpenter, RB; Robert Carpenter, 
0G; Donald Carr, QB; Mike Caswell, WR; Chris Du- 
bose, QB; ae Greene, OT; Gary Harrell, WR; Ryan 
Heathcock, FB; Anthony Hooper, LB; Kenneth New- 
some, LB; Walter Price, CB; Paul Ramseur, C; Emmitt 
Smith, LB; Tim Watson, CB; Todd White, DE. 
Strengths: More overall team speed than last year 
could make the offense even better. Carr and Dubose 
~ versatility to the quarterback position. On de- 
ense, Wilson played lots of people last year, and 
plenty will benefit from that experience. 

Weaknesses: While Carr and Dubose give depth at 
quarterback, Wilson wants to settle on one man. 
Carr is more experienced, Dubose more talented, but 
neither is consistent. The Bison need a kicker, too. 
Outlook: Either Carr or Dubose must show Wilson that 
he can lead the offense. If one emerges, the Bison 
can contend. 

Schedule: Fayetteville State, Sept. 7; Florida A&M, 
Sept. 14; South Carolina State, Sept. 21; at Temple, 
Sept. 28; Alcorn State (at Indianapolis), Oct. 5; at 
Bethune-Cookman, Oct. 12; at North Carolina A&T, 
Oct. 26; Central State (0.), Nov. 2; Towson State, 
Nov. 9; at Morgan State, Nov. 16; at Delaware State, 
Nov. 23, 

Nickname; Bison. 

Site: Washington, D.C. 


MORGAN STATE 


Coach: Ricky Diggs (first year as head coach). 

1990 record: 1- 10. MEAC: 0-6/7th. 

Key players: Michael Andrews, K; Nathan Ayers, RB; 
Eddie Hill, CB; Robert Johnson, S; James Ledbetter, 
OT; Reno Lucas, LB; Glenny Moore, WR; Sean Nel- 
son, RB; Orlando Persell, QB; Matthew Steeple, DT; 
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Craig Still, C. 
Strengths: The Bears wish they had more players like 
Moore, but they should still benefit from having 11 
starters return on offense. On defense, a veteran line 
returns along with Hill in the secondary. 

Weaknesses: Persell is the only experienced quarter- 
back. While the defensive front returns, there is little 
depth. There is even less depth at linebacker. 

Gutlook: At the very least, Diggs has 17 starters to 
work with from a team that captured one victory last 
year. But he must contend with the Bears’ recent 
losing legacy. 

Schedule: North Carolina A&T, Aug. 31; at Norfolk 
(Va.) State, Sept. 7; at Bethune-Cookman, Sept. 14; 
at Youngstown State, Sept. 21; at Northern lowa, 
Oct. 5; South Carolina State, Oct. 12; Virginia Union, 
Oct. 19; at Delaware State, Oct. 26; at Florida A&M, 
Nov. 2; Western Illinois, Nov. 9; Howard (at San 
Juan, Puerto Rico), Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Bears, 

Site: Baltimore. 


NORTH CAROLINA A&T 
Coach: William Hayes (16-17, 3 years; 105-55-3 
overall, 15 years). 
1990 record: 9-2. MEAC: 5- 1/2nd. 
Key players: Kevin Acker, FB; Chad Armstrong, LB; 
Greg Brown, DL; Tyrone Brown, 0G; Sam Davis, DB; 
Rodney Edwards, LB; Mike Gilchrist, NG; Reggie 
Glover, LB; Richard Lide, C; Kevin Little, DE; Connell 
Maynor, 08; Craig Thompson, TE; Knox Thompson, 
OT; Barry Turner, RB; Reggie White, DT. 
Strengths: Maynor is a multiple threat whose passing 
complements the Aggies’ wing-T option offense. 
Standout Craig Thompson is Maynor’s favorite tar- 
get. With nine starters back on offense and 10 on de- 
fense, the Aggies have loads of experience. Little 
heads a defense that features three players weighing 
300 pounds or more. 
Weaknesses: Place-kicking and punting are the Ag- 
gies’ only real trouble spots. But failures in either 
category could cost them. 
Outlook: With Maynor and Craig Thompson back, 
along with virtually everyone else, the Aggies could 
win the MEAC title. They're hungry after narrowly 
losing the league crown last year to Florida A&M. 
Schedule: At Morgan State, Aug. 31; North Carolina 
Central, Sept. 7; at Winston-Salem (N.C.) State, 
Sept. 14; Grambling State (at Dallas), Sept. 28; 
Norfolk (Va.) State, Oct. 5; Florida A&M, Oct. 12; at 
East Tennessee State, Oct. 19; Howard, Oct. 26; at 
Bethune-Cookman, Nov. 2; Delaware State, Nov. 9; 
at South Carolina State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname; Aggies. 
Site: Greensboro, N.C. 


SOUTH CAROLINA STATE 


Coach: Willie E. Jeffries (59-25-4, 8 years; 110-80-6 
overall, 18 years). 

1990 record: 4-6. MEAC: 2-4/5th. 

Key players: Calvin Colson, OL; Eric Funderburk, OL; 
Vernon Grier, DB; Ricky Hill, DB; Orian Lumpkin, RB; 
Jeffery Mack, WR; Quincey Miller, WR; Joe Montford, 
LB; Damien Moses, DL; Cedric Nelson, RB; Sean Phil- 
lips, LB; Robert Porsher, DL; Herbert Shuler, TE; Dion 
Summers, RB; Walter Wilson, DL. 

Strengths: The Bulldogs return a veteran defense that 
ranked second in the conference last year in total 
and scoring defense. Hill earned Division I-AA All- 
America honors, and Colson is a returning second- 
team All-MEAC choice. 

Weaknesses: The quarterback situation is a mess. 
Jeffries used four last year and still didn't find a 
standout. If the spring game—a 6-0 contest in which 
the lone touchdown came on an interception re- 
turn—is any indication, the offense is in trouble. 
Outlook: The Bulldogs have had one winning season 
since 1983. With a bleak quarterback situation, a 
stalwart defense may have to carry the burden, 
which could mean a .500 season. 

Schedule: Newberry (N.C.), Sept. 7; at Howard, Sept. 
21; Southern (at Atlanta), Sept. 28; Johnson C. 
Smith (N.C.), Oct. 5; at Morgan State, Oct. 12; 
Bethune-Cookman (at Ft. Lauderdale, Fla.), Oct. 19; 
Florida A&M (at Columbia, S.C.), Oct. 26; Delaware 
State, Nov. 2; Charleston (S.C.) Southern, Nov. 9; 
Jackson State (at Mobile, Ala.), Nov. 16; North 
Carolina A&T, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Bulldogs. 

Site: Orangeburg, S.C. 
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a By DAVID RAMEY 
| Murray Ledger & Times 


area) im Lester knows all about over- 
fy coming obstacles, and he’s in a 
@ position to teach teammate 

Markus Thomas a few lessons about it. 
Lester and Thomas are tailbacks at 


| Eastern Kentucky, a school with a rich 


running back tradition. 

Coach Roy Kidd’s teams have won or 
shared eight of the last 10 Ohio Valley 
Conference titles, partly because of a 
running attack that annually is the 
most feared in the league. 

“We've always needed to have two 
tailbacks because they have a habit of 
getting hurt,” said Kidd, whose 11-2 
squad last year shared the OVC title 
with Middle Tennessee State. “You 


| need a couple of good ones back there, 
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and Lester and Thomas are good 
enough to play for anyone in the coun- 
try.” 

They’re good enough—when healthy. 
The tailback position at Eastern Ken- 
tucky has been like a game of musical 
chairs the last few years. Lester, a 5- 
foot-10, 206-pound senior from Miami, 
rushed for 1,047 yards last season after 
returning from a crippling knee injury 
that wiped out his 1989 campaign. 
Thomas, a 5-10, 195-pounder from Cin- 
cinnati, was an All-OVC performer asa 
freshman in 1989, when he rushed for a 
league-leading 1,681 yards. But ankle 
and shoulder injuries last season forced 
him to yield the spotlight to Lester. 

Nothing has come easy for Lester. In 


| the summer of 1987, just weeks before 


he was to arrive in Richmond, Lester 
was seriously injured in an automobile 


/ accident in Miami when a truck driver 


ran a red light and smashed into his 
car. Lester suffered internal bleeding 


| and a severe head injury that forced 


1 hes Al A \ 


iy 
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Kidd to redshirt him that season. 

“At first, when I was lying in that hos- 
pital bed at night, all I could think about 
was that I would never play again,” 
Lester said. 

But he did. As the Colonels’ fullback 
in 1988, Lester earned All-OVC honors 


| by taking advantage of the holes cre- 
| ated when opponents keyed on tailback 


Elroy Harris, the school’s all-time rush- 
ing leader. Lester gained 1,239 yards 
and Harris 1,543 that season to give 
Eastern Kentucky a potent 1-2 punch. 
After his big ’88 season, Lester was 
eagerly anticipating his sophomore 
year, when Harris’ departure for the 
National Football League left the tail- 
back job open for him. But two games 


} into the 1989 season, Lester tore up his 


right knee in a game against Delaware 
State and had to undergo reconstruc- 
tive surgery. 

“T almost quit,” Lester recalled. “I 
had been through so much before, I just 
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Never Say die: Tim Lester has twice 
overcome serious injuries, only to recover 
and inflict serious damage on opposing 
defenses. 
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about gave it up. But some friends and 
the coaching staff convinced me to 
keep atit.” 

Said Kidd: “I don’t think I’ve ever had 
a kid as disappointed as he was when he 
hurt his knee. It was his chance to be 
the tailback, and he was devastated. 
But he worked so hard to come back.” 

Thomas was outstanding in '89, but 
his own ailments last year opened the 
job again for Lester. Both players are 
healthy now, and the starting tailback 
job againis at stake. : 

“You would think that we would 
think about it, but we don’t,” Thomas 
said. “He stepped in for me when I was 
hurt, and I would step in for him if it 
was the other way around. He’s going to 
get the spotlight this year because it’s 
his senior year, but I understand that.” 

Lester, however, wants to share the 
spotlight. 

“Everybody talks about how great 
the tailbacks have been,” he said. “I 
think it’s the offensive line and the 
coaching here. That’s the key to the 
Eastern running game.” 

Kidd isn’t buying that bit of modesty. 

“Tim’s earned everything he gets,” 
the coach said. ‘He never tries to get 
out of anything, and he runs every drill 
just the way he’s supposed to. He’s just 
a great person witha super attitude.” B 
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2. MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 

3. TENNESSEE STATE 

4. MOREHEAD STATE 

5. TENNESSEE TECH 

6. MURRAY STATE 

7. SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 
8. AUSTIN PEAY STATE 
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VALLEY IEAM 


OFFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
VINCE PARKS, Middle Tennessee St., Jr. 
MARCUS DOWDELL, Tennessee State, Sr. 
BRANDON FORD, Morehead State, Jr. 
CARL SATTERLY, Eastern Kentucky, Sr. 
STEVE McADOO, Middle Tenn. St., Jr. 
STEVE BROUGHTON, Murray State, Sr. 
TIM WIMBLEY, Eastern Kentucky, Sr. 
CHRIS SMITH, Middle Tennessee State, Sr. 
JAMES WADE, Tennessee State, Jr. 
JOE CAMPBELL, Middle Tennessee St., Sr. 
TIM LESTER, Eastern Kentucky, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
ERNEST THOMPSON, Eastern Ky., Sr. 
RICHARD SHADWICK, Morehead State, Jr. 
DAVID WILKINS, Eastern Kentucky, Sr. 
SCOTT BOYKIN, Middle Tennessee St., Sr. 


SIMON SHANKS, Tennessee State, Jr. 
BUNDY McGINNIS, Eastern Kentucky, Sr. 
TIM FORD, Tennessee Tech, Jr: 

FELIX PARHAM, Tennessee Tech, Sr. 
CRAIG BROOKS, Eastern Kentucky, Jr. 
BEAU BROWN, Murray State, Soph. 
RANDY FULLER, Tennessee State, Soph. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School, Class 
TODD DUFFY, Eastern Kentucky, Jr. 
COLIN GODFREY, Tennessee State, Jr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Joe 

Campbell, 

RB, Middle Tenn. St. 


DEFENSE: 

Ernest 

Thompson, 

DL, Eastern Kentucky 
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Coach: Roy Gregory (first year as head coach). 
Kor olrper BUNK Bossier, LB: Bobby Bode; LB 
players: Bunky Beasley, LB; Bobby e, LB; 
Jot Crutchfield, NG; Eric Bence, FB; Jaime Hagan, 
OT; Trevor Hunt, C; Kailik Hunter, QB; Jason Jack- 
son, CB; Randy Murphree, LB; Andre O'Kelly, TB/ 
WR; Jody Smith, FB; Julius Thorpe, LB; Eric Wells, S; 
Reggie Williams, QB; Charles Woods, LB. 
Strengths: Just about everyone returns. 
Weaknesses: All those returnees failed to win a game 
last year. In fact, Austin Peay has won just one game 
In the last two years—and that was by forfeit. The 
program has been hurt by frequent coaching 
Changes. The Governors need a proven quarterback, 
and both lines are full of holes. 


Outlook: The Govs open with five home games, and, 


winning one of those would provide a boost. Winning 
two or three more games would be a big milestone. 
There's nowhere to po but up. 

Schedule: Western Kentucky, noe 7; Southern Il- 
linols, Sept. 14; Kentucky State, Sept. 21; Southeast 
Missouri State, Sept. 28; Middle Tennessee State, 
Oct. 12; at Tennessee Tech, Oct. 19; Tennessee 
State, Oct. 26; at Morehead State, Nov. 2; at UT- 
Martin, Nov, 9; at Eastern Kentucky, Nov. 16; Murray 
State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Governors. 

Sito; Clarksville, Tenn. 


EASTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Roy Kidd (218-79-8, 27 years). 

1990 record: 10-2 (including 0-1 in I-AA playoffs). 

OVC: 5-1/T ist. 

Key players: cof Barrett, P; Craig Brooks, S; Rick 

Burkhead, FB; Todd Duffy, K; Tim Lester, TB; Bund 

McGinnis, LB; Greg McKee, DT; Chris McNamee, S; 

Carl Satterly, OT; Markus Thomas, TB; Ernest 

Thompson, NG; Randy Wardlow, DE; Vincent Ware, 

SE; David Wilkins, DE; Tim Wimbley, 0G. 

Strengths: The Colonels’ running game features two 
remier tallbacks in Lester and Thomas. On defense, 
astern Kentucky ranked second in the nation 

against the run last season. Thompson anchors a 

defensive line that gives opponents ey Layeghen 

Weaknesses: Eastern Kentucky must find a quarter- 

back and three offensive line starters. 

Outlook: Eastern Kentucky, a perennial national 

power, should literally run away with the league 

Crown. This may be one of Kidd's better squads. 

Schedule: At Louisville, Aug. 31; at Southeast Mis- 

sourl State, Sept. 14; Middle Tennessee State, Sept. 

21; at Tennessee Tech, Sept. 28; Georgia Southern, 

Oct. 5; Western Kentucky, Oct. 12; UT-Martin, Oct. 

26; at Tennessee State, Nov, 2; at Murray State, Nov. 

. Austin Peay State, Nov. 16; Morehead State, Nov. 


Nickname: Colonels. 
Site; Richmond, Ky. 


MIDDLE TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: Boots Donnelly (86-51, 12 years; 100-58 
overall, 14 _ 
990 record: 11-2 (including 1-1 In I-AA playoffs). 
OVC: 5-1/T Ist. 
etd players: rigs Benham, DL; Scott Boykin, LB; 
Mike Caldwell, DE; Joe Campbell, TB; Orlando Cren- 
shaw, FL; Steve Dark, TE; Walter Dunson, TB; Bryan 
Faulkner, DT; Mike Gibson, C; Tracy Majors, C; Steve 
McAdoo, OT; Vince Parks, SE; Jamie Redmond, CB; 
Chad Riggins, DB; Chris Smith, 0G, 
Strengths: Campbell earned All-America honors in '90 
while scooting for 1,196 yards. He runs behind 
McAdoo, an All-America tackle. Linebacker Boykin 
leads a young defense. 
Weaknesses: The Blue Raiders lost 16 starters. The 
pips obeys situation Is a mystery with no suspects. 
change In the league's rotating schedule has left 
the Blue Raiders with just three home games. 
Outlook: The Blue Raiders are always a factor in the 
OVC race. If they can overcome a tough early- 
season schedule, they could make a run for the title. 
Schedule; At Tennessee State, ny 7; at Eastern 
Kentucky, Sept. 21; Murray State, Sept. 28; at West- 
ern Kentucky, Oct. 5; at Austin Peay State, Oct. 12; 
at Florida State, Oct. 19; Southeast Missouri State, 
Oct. 26; UT-Martin, Nov. 2; at Cincinnati, Nov. 9; at 
bie State, Nov. 16; at Tennessee Tech, Nov. 


Nickname: Blue Raiders. 
Site; Murfreesboro, Tenn. 
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Colin Godfrey, Tennessee State 
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MOREHEAD STATE 


Coach: Cole Proctor (5-6, 1 year). 
Key pleyorn Janes Appel OT; Billy Cloud, LB; 1 
playors: James Appel, OT; Billy Cloud, LB; Tom 
Cohan, LB; Anthon Cox, DT; Tyrone Fisher, CB; 
Brandon Ford, TE; Mike Gildea, OT; Fred Johnson, 
LB; Dennis Palochak, 0G; Richard Shadwick, DT; 
Larry Szezerba, 0G; Carlos Tuck, CB; Walter Under- 
wood, C; Anthony White, WA; Gary Yowan, LB, 
Strengths: The Eagles’ defense features elght return- 
ing starters, led by All-OVC tackle Shadwick. Ford Is 
a great tight end, and White Is a big-play receiver. 
Weaknesses: The offense lacks quality skill-position 
players, The safeties, important In Morehead State's 
46 defense, are untested. 
Outlook: The ates have had just one winning sea- 
son in the last 11 years. But If the defense plays like 
it did late last year and a quarterback emerges, 
Morehead State will continue to improve. 
Schedule: At Samford, Sept. 7; at-Marshall, Sept. 14; 
at Western atest Sept. 21; UT-Martin, Sept. 28; 
Liberty, Oct. 5; at Murray State, Oct. 19; Tennessee 
Tech, Oct. 26; Austin Peay State, Nov. 2; at South- 
east Missouri State, Nov. 9; Middle Tennessee State, 
Nov. 16; at Eastern Kentucky, Nov, 23. 
Nickname: Eagles. 
Site: Morehead, Ky. 


MURRAY STATE 


Coach: Mike Mahoney ( 18-24- 1, 4 years). 
1990 record: 2-9. OVC: 1-5/6th. 
Koy players: cif Ubiadohiy 0G; Steve Broughton, C; 
Beau Brown, DB; Taylor Colby, P; Kevin Gibbs, DE; 
Matt Havill, TE; Craig Hobson, DE; Matt shay DT; 
William Hoston, DB; Rick Miller, WR; Marcus Perry, 
OT; Chris Sypho, RB; Tyrone Young, DB. 
Strengths: Junior college transfer quarterback 
Tremaine Lewis should improve an offense that 
scored just 95 poe in '90, while Sypho shows signs 
of being a quality OVC running back. 
Weaknesses: The Racers’ defense can't yleld 429 
oe and 4,835 yards spain, but it'll be a challenge. 
he offensive line se ive Lewis time to cle 
Outlook: Mahoney Is feeling heat after posting em | 
seasons two of the last three years. Murray State wi 
be better, but it is doubtful it will contend. 
Schedule; Southern Illinois, Sept. 7; at Western Ken- 
tucky, Sept. 14; Eastern Illinois, Sept. 21; at Middle 
Tennessee State, Sept. 28; at Tennessee State, Oct. 
5; UT-Martin, Oct. 12; Morehead State, Oct. 19; at 
Tennessee Tech, Nov. 2; Eastern Kentucky, Nov. 9; 
Southeast Missouri State, Nov. 16; at Austin Peay 
State, Nov. 23. 


Nickname; Racers, 
Site; Murray, Ky. 


SOUTHEAST MISSOURI STATE 


Coach: John Mumford (7-3, 1 year). 

1990 record: 7-3 in Division II. MIAA: 7-2/3rd. 

Key players: Russell Bronston, DT; James Chinn, S; 
Shawn Corbett, OT; Bryan Davis, FB; Mike Hodge, 
OT; Percy Johnson, RB; Jason Liley, QB; Ramon 
McClenney, CB; Darrell Philon, WR; Chris Pickett, 
NG; Nate Questelle, LB; Ches Salyer, WR; Derrick 
Smith, S; Sean Steinmann, LB; Francis Ward, S. 
Strengths: The Indians boast a talented passing game 
behind Liley and receivers Salyer and Philon. The 
defense features a solid line and secondary. 
Weaknesses: Any time a school moves up a division, 
It's difficult to adjust quickly. The move from Divi- 
sion II will tax the team’s depth. 

Outlook: The Indians will be fortunate to finish 500. 
Schedule: Southern Illinois, at 31 (at St. ra at 
UT-Martin, Sept. 7; Eastern Kentucky, Sept. 14; at 
Illinois State, Sept. 21; at Austin Peay State, Sept. 28; 
Samford, Oct. 5; Tennessee Tech, Oct. 12; Tennessee 
State, Oct. 19; at Middle Tennessee State, Oct. 26; 
Morehead State, Nov. 9; at Murray State, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Indians. 

Site; Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


TENNESSEE STATE. 


roy _ Gilllam (12-9-1, 2 years; 14-22-2 overall, 
ears). 

1990 record; 7-4. OVC: 4-2/3rd. 

Koy players; Jimmy Bethea, QB; Darrell Brooks, DT; 
Marcus Dowdell, WR; Randy Fuller, CB; Colin God- 
frey, P; Perry Hall, LB; Aaron Luckey, LB; John 
Macon, C; Darrell Miller, LB; Elliott Pilton, DT; Pat- 
rick Robinson, WA; Simon Shanks, LB; Larry Tharpe, 
OT; James Wade, QB; Bernard Wilson, DT. 

Strengths: Wade works behind a solid line and has 
two capable receivers in Robinson and Dowdell. The 
defense features a good line and linebacking corps. 


- Godfrey Is one of the best punters in the nation. 


Weaknesses: The Tigers lack a proven running game, 
and the defense is suspect. Gilliam closed spring 
practice to the media as he worked on a new defen- 
sive scheme. 

Outlook: Tennessee State was an eyelash from the 
playoffs in 1990, but if Gilliam's new defense devel- 
ops, the Tigers could earn a postseason berth in ‘91. 
Schedule: arpa Valley State (at Memphis, 
Tenn.), Aug. 31; Middle Tennessee State, Sept. 7; 
Jackson State (at Birmingham, Ala.), oe 14; 
Grambling State, Sept. 21; Florida A&M (at Atlanta), 
Sept. 28; Murray State, Oct. 5; at Southeast Missouri 
State, Oct. 19; at Austin Peay State, Oct. 26; Eastern 
Kentucky, Nov. 2; Tennessee Tech, Nov. 9; Southern 
(at Dallas), Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Tigers. 

Site; Nashville, Tenn. 


TENNESSEE TECH 


Coach: Jim Ragland (17-36, 5 years). 

1990 record: 6-5, OVC; 3+3/T4th, 

Key players: Norman Drake, DE; Tim Ford, LB; Daniel 
Gipson, K; Marshall Hale, WR; Alonzo Hamilton, RB; 
Chip Holmes, DB; Carlos James, OT; Bruce Lamb, 0G; 
Fred Lowery, RB; Felix Parham, DB; Shane Queen, 
DE; Ricky Sanders, DT; Billy Shackelford, FB; Mike 
Stewart, DB; Damyen Taylor, QB. 

Strengths: Hale Is one of the league's best receivers, 
while Lowery and Hamilton pace the running attack. 
The defense has nine starters back, including stand- 
out Parham in the secondary. 

Weaknesses: Like most everyone else in the league, 
the Golden Eagles need a quarterback. The defense 
must rig shed after allowing 374 yards per game. 
Outlook: The Golden Eagles enjoyed their first winnin 
campaign since 1981. They could et their firs' 
back-to-back winning ledgers since 1976-77. 
Schedule; At UT-Chattanooga, ay 7; at Ohio Uni- 
versity, Sept. 14; at Samford, Sept. 21; Eastern Ken- 
tucky, Sept. 28; at UT-Martin, Oct. 5; at Southeast 
Missouri State, Oct. 12; Austin Peay State, Oct. 19; at 
Morehead State, Oct. 26; Murray State, Nov. 2; at 
Tennessee State, Nov. 9; Middle Tennessee State, 
Nov, 23. 

Nickname: Golden Eagles. 

Site: Cookeville, Tenn. 
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By SCOTT GOLDMAN 


@ Oneida Dispatch 


gm few short years ago, football was' 


AW just another sport for George 
AP" Delaney, Colgate’s deceptively 
swift tri-captain. 

Delaney, in fact, was a three-sport 
man, He toured the country as a rac- 
quetball player in his youth and then fo- 
cused on lacrosse for a while before ze- 
roing in on football. 

Entering his senior year at Colgate, 
Delaney has blossomed into one of the 
most dangerous offensive threats in the 
Patriot League—and in all of Division I- 
AA football as well. The 5-foot-11, 170- 
pound wide receiver needs only five 
catches to become the all-time leading 
Red Raider pass-catcher. 

“IT played on a racquetball tour for 


| several years, playing in California, 


Texas,” Delaney said. “I played all the 
| time from when I was 8 or 9 until I was 


y is.” 


gy Delaney, from Hamilton, Mass., 


| learned how to play racquetball from 
his father, and he quickly matured into 
an outstanding talent on the court, 


| competing nationally for several years. 


| 
| Delaney’s success in racquetball pro- 
vided some of the foundation for his 


} football career. 


“Tt helped me a lot with my hand/eye 
reflexes, my speed and my agility,” the 
| flanker said, “I need all of those—and 
| the quick bursts of speed you use in 
football—when I play receiver.” 

Delaney wasn’t just a receiver for his 
high school squad at St. John’s Prep, lo- 
cated north of Boston. 

“I played everywhere,” he said. “I 
| played quarterback, linebacker and I 
| was in the backfield sometimes. But I 
' knew that what I was best at was re- 

ceiver.” 

Colgate Coach Mike Foley wasn’t 
concerned that Delaney didn’t compile 
eye-popping statistics in his prep foot- 
ball career. 

“When we first saw (Delaney), he 
| came in as a utilityman,” said Foley, 
| the only I-AA coach to show interest in 
Delaney. “He didn’t have great stats, 
but we knew he was a heck of an ath- 
lete. He was a little rough around the 
| edges, but his competitive nature and 
overall athletic ability turned him into 
a super player.” 

Those qualities also turned Delaney 
into a starter almost immediately for 
the Red Raiders. He and quarterback 
| Dave Goodwin evolved into an ex- 

plosive combination, hooking up on 140 
| passes for 2,259 yards and 19 touch- 


# downs in three seasons. Delaney 


| ranked fifth in I-AA last year in yards 


| receiving per game, averaging 104.2. He 


gained 1,146 yards on 67 receptions and 


H scored seven TDs as a pass catcher. 
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< Colgate star finds racquetball 
qj Is off- the - wall plus in football 


Fringe benefits: Racquetball has helped 
Colgate wide receiver George Delaney with 
his hand/eye reflexes, speed and agility. 


mo Se == 


“We clicked, both on and off the 
field,” Delaney said of his relationship 
with Goodwin, whose eligibility ended 
after the 1990 season, “If I was open, I 
knew the ball would be there. If Dave 
wanted to get me the ball, he knew I'd 
get open in time.” 

Foley foresees no downturn for Del- 
aney in 1991 despite the absence of 
Goodwin, 

“We will have the guys to get George 
the ball this year,” the coach insisted. 
“We have to get him the ball. 

“He just finds a way to get the job 
done and get open in the tough situa- 
tions. He doesn’t allow himself to get 
shut down.” 

How does Delaney doit? 

He doesn't possess blinding speed (4.7 
seconds over 40 yards), nor does he 
have the size to maneuver defenders 
out of his path. 

“There may be some who are faster 
and some who are bigger,” Foley said, 
“but we've never had a tougher, more 
competitive guy here than George Del- 
aney.” 

Delaney does the little things to suc- 
ceed—he blocks, makes sharp fakes 
and moves well. He’s an explosive, ex- 
citing player. 

“He hates to lose,” Foley said. ‘He’s 
not just a receiver; he's a total pack- 
age. 

“He’s almost a ‘lunch pail’ type of 
guy—he works hard every day and 
works for everything he’s gotten.” 

And that racquetball experience 
hasn't hurt, either. 
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LEHIGH 


3, COLGATE 
4, BUCKNELL 
5. LAFAYETTE 
6. FORDHAM 


te) 


HORACE (PETE) HAMM, Lehigh, Sr. 
GEORGE DELANEY, Colgate, Sr. 
JEFF PAPE, Bucknell, Sr. 
SHANE BICKEL, Colgate, Sr. 
JIM BUEBENDORF, Colgate, Sr. 
PAT GIBSON, Holy Cross, Sr. 
KEN JOSEPH, Lehigh, Sr. 

KARL SCHULTZ, Holy Cross, Sr. 
TOM CIACCIO, Holy Cross, Sr. 
BRIAN HENESEY, Bucknell, Sr. 
ART DENNIS, Lafayette, Soph. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 


COREY VINCENT, Holy Cross, Sr. 
TOM CARROLL, Colgate, Sr. 
MARC KOSCIUK, Holy Cross, Sr. 
LEE PICARIELLO, Lehigh, Sr. 
MIKE JASPER, Colgate, Sr. 
MARK BLAZEJEWSKI, Fordham, Jr. 
JOHN SPATAFORE, Bucknell, Sr. 
CHRIS KOVATH, Holy Cross, Sr. 
PETER SCZERBINSKI, Lehigh, Sr. 
SHAWN CARTER, Lafayette, Jr. 
RON FLAUTO, Holy Cross, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


Name, School, Class 
RICK BROWN, Colgate, Jr. 
JEFF MEADER, Holy Cross, Soph. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Tom 

Clacclo, 

QB, Holy Cross 


See 


DEFENSE: 
Lee 
Picariello, 
LB, Lehigh 


ees te Sateen eS 


Coach: Lou Maranzana (12-9, 2 years). 

1990 record: 7-4. Patriot; 3-2/T2nd. 

ad players: David Berardinelli, WR; lan DiBernardo, 
DB; Marc Harrison, WR; Jeff Hart, OL; Brian Hen- 
esey, TB; Kevin Kane, LB; Jeff Kelly, QB; Janne Kil- 
pelainen, DT; John Lusk, DE; Bob Marshall, CB; Jeff 
Pape, TE; Roosevelt Smith, DE; John Spatafore, LB; 
Matt Walsh, DB; Hew Woodward, LB. 

Strengths: The Bison return only two offensive start- 
ers from a year ago, but they are dandies: tailback 
Henesey and tight end Pape were both all-league se- 
lections last season. Those two must carry the bulk 
of the offensive load while linebackers Spatafore and 
Kane anchor the defense. 

Weaknesses; Bucknell's 7-4 record last year came 
largely on the strength of The Beast—an all-senior 
offensive line that protected quarterback Todd Hat- 
ajik. The Beast has departed, as has Hatajik, creat- 
ing a huge hole in the Bison offense. Hatajik’s re- 
placement, Kelly, is questionable because of a knee 
injury. The secondary also could be vulnerable. 
Outlook: The Bison have been ravaged by graduation 
after being on the doorstep of the league title last 
year. Last season's bench warmers must rise to the 
occasion if they are to come close to repeating their 
1990 success. A .500 season would be a good one. 
Schedule: At Hofstra, Sept. 6; Villanova, Sept. 14; at 
Fordham, Sept. 21; at Dartmouth, Sept. 28; Cornell, 
Oct. 5; at Lafayette, Oct. 12; at Princeton, Oct. 19; at 
Colgate, Nov. 2; Holy Cross, Nov, 9; Lehigh, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Bison. 

Site; Lewisburg, Pa. 


COLGATE 


Coach; Mike Foley (13-20, 3 years). 

1990 record: 7-4. Patriot: 3-2/T2nd. 

Koy players: Shane Bickel, OT; Rick Brown, K; Tim 
Brown, 0G; Jim Buebendorf, OT; Rich Burke, S; Tom 
Carroll, NT; Scott Clements, QB; Ryan Cook, S; 
George Delaney, WR; T.J. Donahue, LB; Jim Gian- 
akopoulos, DE; Frank Gianci, LB; Mike Jasper, LB; 
Jim Kaufman, LB; Hans Ottinot, SE; Kevin Scheffler, 
LB; Matt Taylor, CB. 

Strengths: The Red Raiders are switching to a 3-4 de- 
fense this season to better utilize their depth of line- 
men and linebackers. Fifth-year senior Jasper is 
Colgate's best linebacker, Except at quarterback, 
this team has the makings of a powerful offense. All- 
league wide receiver Delaney tops a talented receiv- 
corps, and the offensive line is experienced and 
talented. The running game should be solid as well. 
Weaknesses; Trying to replace All-America quarter- 
back Dave Goodwin will not be eae: Clements, a se- 
nior, is the odds-on favorite for the job. Foley also 
must replace two good tight ends and patch up a 
shaky secondary, where standout safety Burke 
needs some help. 

Outlook: If Clements or someone else can step in 
quickly and ignite the offense, Colgate could chal- 
lenge for the title again in 1991. 

Schedule: Northeastern, Sept. 7; at Army, Sept. 14; at 
Duke, Sept. 21; at Cornell, Sept. 28; at Princeton, Oct. 
5; Yale, Oct. 12; Fordham, Oct. 26; Bucknell, Nov. 2; 
Lehigh, Nov. 9; at Lafayette, Nov. 16; at Holy Cross, 
Nov, 23. 

Nickname: Red Raiders. 

Site: Hamilton, N.Y. 


Coach: Larry Glueck, 26-24- 1,5 years. 
1990 record: 1-9. Patriot: 0-5/6th. 
Key players: Mark Blazejewski, LB; Gary Brennan, QB; 
Greg Cooper, C; Tom Garlick, SE; Curt Geisler, DT; 
Tony lasiello, FB; Brad Jordan, CB; Tom O'Neill, LB; 
John Potamousis, FL; John Reilly, OT; Joe Rowan, 
LB; Tim Sullivan, OT; Chris Tirone, S; Darren Wal- 
lace, TB; Jed Wallace, P. 
Strengths: The entire backfield and receiving corps is 
back, with quarterback Brennan and split end Gar- 
lick looking to improve upon fine 1990 seasons, 
Linebacker Blazejewski—the league's leading tack- 
ler two years ago—returns after knee surgery. The 
Rams need him: they allowed a whopping 43.4 points 

er game in league play a year ane 

leaknesses; Fordham is not a big team, and its lack 
of size could become critical, especially in the 
trenches. Both lines are bia fade marks, and the 
special teams will miss all-league punter Joe Em- 
mons. 


. 


we 
os 


> = 


Tom Costello, Lafayette 


Outlook; Experience usually breeds success, but even 
with nine offensive starters back, the Rams could 
Struggle again in 1991. Fordham needs to start win- 
Ls some games to prove that its move to |-AA from 
Division Ill in 1989 was wise. 

Schedule; Lehigh, Sept. 14; Bucknell, Sept. 21; at 
Princeton, Sept. 28; at Columbia, Oct. 5; Harvard, 
Oct. 12; Hofstra, Oct. 19; at Colgate, Oct. 26; at La- 
fayette, Nov. 9; Holy Cross (at Limerick, Ireland), 
Nov. 16; Villanova, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Rams, 

Site; Bronx, N.Y. 


HOLY CROSS 


Coach: Mark Duffner (49-5-1, 5 years). 

1990 record: 9- 1-1, Patriot: 5-0/ 1st. 

Key players: Tom Ciaccio, QB; Darin Cromwell, TB; 
Pete Dankert, MG; Ron Flauto, S; Jerome Fuller, FB; 
Bill Getzinger, OT; Pat Gibson, C; Marc Kosciuk, DE; 
Chris Kovath, CB; Jeff Meader, P; Matt Nasser, DT; 
Joey Riley, WR; Mark Roman, QB/WR; Karl Schultz, 
0G; Rick Stahl, OT; Corey Vincent, DT. 

Strengths: The Crusaders have only four starters 
back on offense, but Le good ones, Quarterback 
Claccio is an All-America candidate with a lethal 


touch, and he could make this team a contender by 
himself. Fuller is ready to step in for departed stand- 
out Joe Segreti in the backfield, and Vincent will an- 
chor a massive defensive line, 

Weaknesses: There are big shoes to fill on both sides 
of the ball, All-league players like Segreti, linebacker 
Craig Callahan, guard Joe Foy and wide receiver 
Mark Gallagher have departed, but it appears Duff- 
ner has replacements ready. The say io dearth of 
talent is at wide receiver, a situation that may force 
Ciaccio to throw a lot of pases Cromwell's it 
Outlook: New people will fill 15 starting positions. If 
Duffner has the right people to fill them, Holy Cross 
will finish on top of the Patriot League once again, 
Schedule; At Massachusetts, Sept. 14; at Boston Uni- 
Liked Sept. 21; Pennsylvania, Sept. 28; at Harvard, 
Oct. 5; at Dartmouth, Oct. 12; Brown, Oct. 19; at 
Lehigh, Oct. 26; Lafayette, Nov..2; at Bucknell, Nov. 
9; Fordham (at Limerick, Ireland), Nov. 16; Colgate, 
Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Crusaders. 

Site: Worcester, Mass. 


LAFAYETTE 


Coach: Bill Russo (60-46-1, 10 years; 75-61-1 over- 
all, 13 years). 
1990 record: 4-7. Patriot: 1-4/5th. 
Key players; Chris Bellucci, OT; John Carter, FL; 
Shawn Carter, S; Tom Costello, TB; Art Dennis, FB; 
Dave DiCaprio, DB; Mike Grau, FL; Ed Hudak, 0G; 
Jamal Jordan, FL; Tom Kirchhoff, QB; Dave Levine, 
C; Obi Luckett, DE; Kevin McManus, LB; Tim 
Moncman, LB; Dave Pyne, 0G. 
Strengths: The Leopards should have a strong of- 
fense, with quarterback Kirchhoff returning after a 
solid sophomore campaign. His backfield mates, 
Dennis and Costello, might form a strong rushing at- 
tack, but Costello is recovering from shoulder sur- 
gery. The entire offensive line is back, and it should 
ive Kirchhoff the time he needs to find his receivers. 
eaknesses; Almost the entire defense is a question 
mark, Lihag Russo to shift players from offense to 
defense to fill holes. The line lost four starters and 
the secondary lost three. Lafayette’s defense has 
been mediocre at best the last two seasons. 
Outlook: The offense again will have to carry the load. 
Kirchhoff could develop into one of the league's top 
signal-callers, If he does, this team will be a threat. 
But with only seven seniors expected to start this 
season, 1992 will be a better year for ripe? bala 
Schedule: Buffalo, Sept. 14; at Virginia Military Insti- 
tute, Sept. 21; Yale, Sept. 28; at Pennsylvania, Oct. 5; 
Bucknell, Oct. 12; Columbia, Oct. 19; at Hofstra, Oct. 
26; at Holy Cross, Nov. 2; Fordham, Nov. 9; Colgate, 
Nov. 16; at Lehigh, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Leopards. 
Site; Easton, Pa. 


LEHIGH 

Coach: Hank Small (28-26-1, 5 years). 
1990 record: 7-4. Patriot: 3-2/T2nd. 
Key a Laurence Arico, RB; Erik Bird, K/P; Adam 
Ciperski, DB; Rich Clark, WR; Tommy Clark, DB; 
Jason Cristino, WR; Horace Hamm, WR; John Hillis, 
DL; Kevin Jefferson, LB; Ken Joseph, OG; Glenn 
Kempa, QB; Chris Menet, RB; Lee Picariello, LB; Peter 
Sczerbinski, DB; Mike Yadush, LB. 
Strengths: There's a lot of offensive firepower. Senior 
Geerrerbaes Kempa has one of the best arms in the 

ast and, with receivers like Rich Clark and Hamm, 
leads an awesome passing attack that racked up 
3,496 yards last season. All-league linebacker Pica- 
riello returns, as does a solid secondary. 
Weaknesses: Both lines were hit hard by graduation. 
The offensive wall is a major concern because 
Kempa needs time to fire his cannon, Former re- 
serves must deliver immediately. If Kempa’s new 
backfield mates can provide a decent running threat, 
watch out. 
Outlook; The defense should be solid. If the offensive 
line lets Kempa work his magic, the sky's the limit 
this season, The October 26 showdown against Holy 
Cross should settle the league title. 
Schedule; At Fordham, Sept. 14; at Connecticut, Sept. 
21; at Columbia, Sept. 28; Dartmouth, Oct. 5; North- 
eastern, Oct. 12; Pennsylvania, Oct. 19; Holy Cross, 
Oct. 26; William & Mary, Nov. 2; at Colgate, Nov. 9; at 
Bucknell, Nov, 16; Lafayette, Nov. 23, 
Nickname: Engineers, 
Site; Bethlehem, Pa. 
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Pumpy Tudors’ booming punts 
keep the hecklers off his back 


By PAUL SCHULZ 
Chattanooga News-Free Press 


iy nable to strike fear in opponents 

U with his name, UT-Chattanooga 

Se punter Pumpy Tudors has done 

so with his leg. And in the process, he 
has gotten the last laugh. 

For the last two seasons, the first 


| mention of Tudors’ name over public- 
| address systems has created a chorus 


4 


{ @ } 


ie 164 


| of chuckles among opposing teams’ 


fans, Their poorly muffled voices could 
be heard throughout Southern Confer- 
ence stadiums and press boxes. 

“I didn’t even know that,” said Tud- 
ors, a two-time Division I-AA All- 
America. “That doesn’t bother me one 
bit. They can laugh. That’s OK. I've got 
a job to do. That’s all that really mat- 
ters.” 

Tudors does his job so well, few fans 
are snickering by the end of the after- 
noon, The senior kicker has averaged 44 
yards on 128 punts in his career and 
ranked as the nation’s top I-AA punter 
in 1989 and the third-best last year. His 
43,.3-yard average on 65 kicks in 1989 
was better than all but seven punters in 
Division I-A. A school-record 44.6-yard 
average in 1990 bumped Tudors to 
fourth in the same comparison, The 
school record is quite an achievement 


| considering that former National Foot- 
} ball League punter Greg Cater and cur- 


rent Buffalo Bills signee Billy Smith 
honed their kicking skills at UT- 
Chattanooga. 

Tudors’ biggest asset may be his abil- 


| ity to get his punts off quickly, usually 


less than two seconds after the ball is 
snapped, He has had just one kick 
blocked in the last two years. 

“He has been the difference in a lot of 
close games,” Moccasins Coach Buddy 
Nix said. “Two things make him as good 
as he is: He doesn’t get any blocked and 
he’s as consistent as they come. He 
doesn’t hit the occasional shank that so 
many punters do,” 

Horace Moore, the UT-Chattanooga 
kicking coach, agrees, 

“He is the most consistent punter 
that I’ve ever seen, and believe me, I’ve 
seen a lot in my days,” said Moore, who 
spent 33 years at the University of the 
South and the last four at UT-Chatta- 
nooga. ‘His fundamentals are very 
strong. He doesn’t make many mis- 
takes. Our goal each year is to outkick 
every opponent, and he’s done that in 20 
of his 22 games. 

“His accuracy is excellent, too. You 
figure it out. He’s punted 128 times. The 
other team has gotten the ball at or in- 
side its own 20 (-yard line) 58 times, and 
only 18 of those were touchbacks.” 

Tudors, who didn’t play his freshman 
year due to Proposition 48, has aver- 
aged fewer than 40 yards a punt in just 


Blame the brother: His older brother's 
inability to say “pumpkin head’ asa 
toddler left UT-Chattanooga’s Pumpy 
Tudors with an unusual nickname. 


three of his 22 games as the Moccasin 
punter, 

As steady as he is on the field, Tudors 
is just as steady off it. Although he dis- 
misses the notion, he is a local hero in 
his hometown of Jasper, Tenn., a small 
town 25 miles northwest of Chat- 
tanooga. He earned all-state honors at 
fullback, linebacker and punter at 
Marion County High School, 

An effervescent, boy-next-door type, 
Tudors is involved in numerous com- 
munity activities. He is an honors stu- 
dent involved in the Fellowship of 
Christian Athletes. He has participated 
in high school drug awareness pro- 
grams and rescue squad emergency 
calls. On the lighter side, he led the 
charge, with oversized school flag in 
hand, when the Marion County High 
football team took the field prior to win- 
ning last year’s state championship 
game. 

But how did he get that first name? 

“T got it November 6, 1968, three days 
after I was born,” Tudors explained, 
smiling. ‘My older brother, Quintin, 
who was about 2 at the time, thought I 
looked like the plastic pumpkin he had 
gotten for Halloween. They tell me he 
couldn’t say pumpkin head, so it got 
shortened to Pumpy, and it’s stuck ever 
since.” 

He may be a Great Pumpkin of sorts 
in name. But Clinton Lawson (Pumpy) 


Tudors is no Charlie Brown when it 


comes to kicking a football. & 
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PREDICTIOI 


| ORDER OF FINISH _ 


1, FURMAN 

2. MARSHALL 

3. APPALACHIAN STATE 
4. UT-CHATTANOOGA 
5. THE CITADEL 


OFFENSE 


Pos. Mame, School, Class 

WR DONALD LIPSCOMB, Furman, Sr. 

WR_ RICARDO CLARK, Marshall, Sr. 

TE PAUL SIFFRI, Furman, Sr. 

KYLE LOWERY, Furman, Sr. 
CAREY CASH, The Citadel, Sr. 
LORENZO CARPENTER, VMI, Jr. 
ERIC WALTER, Furman, Sr. 
MIKE DUGGAR, UT-Chattanooga, Sr. 
MICHAEL PAYTON, Marshall, Jr. 
CARL TREMBLE, Furman, Jr. 
MUHAMMAD SHAMSID-DEEN, UT-C, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


. Mame, School, Class 
DAVID MASTERSON, UT-Chat., Jr. 
ALLEN EDWARDS, Furman, Sr. 
AVERY HALL, Appalachian State, Jr. 
RICO MACK, Appalachian State, Jr. 
MURPHY DUCKETT, East Tenn. State, Sr. 
DONAHUE STEPHENSON, Marshall, Soph. 
KOTA SUTTLE, Furman, Jr. 
LESTER SMITH, The Citadel, Sr. 
JASON GRANT, Furman, Jr. 
GARY DANDRIDGE, Appalachian St., Sr. 
DEREK GRIER, Marshall, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Mame, School, Class 
RODNEY ALLEN, UT-Chattanooga, Jr. 
PUMPY TUDORS, UT-Chattanooga, Sr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

_ Carl 
Tremble, 
RB, Furman 


Saar 


DEFENSE; 

Murphy 

Duckett, 

LB, East Tenn. State 


ee 
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APPALACHIAN STATE 


—_ ttl Moore (15-8, 2 years; 42-56-2 overall, 
ears). 
1990 record: 6-5. Southern: 5-2/2nd. 
Key players: Harold Alexander, P; A.J. Campbell, QB; 
Gary Dandridge, S; Avery Hall, DT; Kitt Hill, OG: Rico 
Mack, LB; Jay Millson, K; Pat Moore, NT; J.K. 
Reaves, RB; Sean Swoope, DE; Steve Wilks, CB. 
Strengths: Campbell is a capable quarterback, and the 
top three rushers and six of the top seven receivers 
are back. Hall, Mack and Dandridge were all- 
Comite picks a year ago and lead a strong de- 
lense. 
Weaknesses: Both starting inside linebackers from 
last season are gone. 
Outlook: Moore has led Appalachian State to second- 
place finishes in his first two years on the job. 
Whether the Mountaineers can do much better de- 
pends largely on Campbell, who must rebound froma 
sluggish sophomore effort after being voted South- 
ern Conference Freshman of the Year in 1989. 
Schedule; Marshall, Aug. 31; at Clemson, Sept. 7; Vir- 
give Military Institute, Sept. 14; James Madison, 
pt. 21; UT- Chattanooga, ept. 28; at Wake Forest, 
Oct. 5; at East Tennessee State, Oct. 12; at Furman, 
Oct. 19; at The Citadel, Nov. 2; Mississippi College, 
Nov. 9; at Western Carolina, Nov. 16. 
Nickname: Mountaineers. 
Site: Boone, N.C. 


THE CITADEL 


Coach: Charlie Taaffe (24-21- 1, 4 years). 

1990 record: 7-5 (including 0-1 in |-AA playoffs). 
Southern: 4-3/4th. 

Key pi ae David Brodsky, DE; Carey Cash, OT; 
Lance Cook, DE; Brett Copeland, 0G; Jack Douglas, 
QB; Kelly ses ek CB; Lance Hansen, 0G; Erick Lit- 
tle, RB; Billy Melby, DT; Everette Sands, FB; Lester 


Smith, S; Shannon Walker, CB; Geren Williams, NG; 
Eric Willingham, P; Ray Wimbush, RB. 

Strengths: The Citadel has finished in the top 10 in Di- 
vision |-AA rushing each of the last four seasons. 
Three starters return to the backfield, led by fullback 


Sands. They will work behind a solid line. The sec- 
ondary is solid. 

Weaknesses: Good receivers must be found as well as 
capable linebackers. 

Outlook: Taaffe has directed The Citadel to post- 
season play in two of the last three years. It could be 
three of four this season as a veteran group of 56 
juniors and seniors returns. 

Schedule: Presbyterian (S.C.), Sept. 7; Wofford 
(S.C.), Sept. 14; at UT-Chattanooga, Sept. 21; 
Western Carolina, Oct. 5; at Army, Oct. 12; at William 
& Mary, Oct. 19; Virginia Military Institute (at Nor- 
folk, Va.), Oct. 26; Appalachian State, Nov. 2; at 
Marshall, Nov. 9; at East Tennessee State, Nov. 16; 
Furman, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Bulldogs. 

Site: Charleston, S.C. 


EAST TENNESSEE STATE 


Coach: Don Riley (9-24, 3 years). 

1990 record: 2-9. Southern: 1-6/8th. 

Key players: Kip Bembry, WR; Al Blunt, LB; Jeff Cerro, 
0G; Murphy Duckett, LB; Kwayu Graham, CB; Mar- 
cus Huff, LB; Malachi Jamison, DB; Laurn Jordan, 
NG; Bobby Kaylor, C; Moe Kelly, CB; Randy Meredith, 
QB; David Rockhold, WR; Andre Stephens, LB. 
Strengths: Meredith is back after leading the confer- 
ence in completion percentage the last two years. 
Receivers Rockhold and Bembry return from the 
conference's best passing offense of 1990. The line- 
backing is a plus. 

Weaknesses: The Buccaneers must find depth for both 
lines. Three inexperienced players are vying for the 
Starting tailback job. The secondary is thin and in- 
experienced. 

Outlook: Although the Bucs lost just 14 lettermen, the 
suspension of six players last spring will hurt. 
Among those suspended was 1990 Freshman of the 
Year Derrick Hollins, a running back. 

Schedule: At Virginia Military Institute, Sept. 7; Sam- 
ford, Sept. 14; Western Carolina, Sept. 21; Newberry 
(N.C.), Sept. 28; at South Carolina, Oct. 5; Ap- 
palachian State, Oct. 12; North Carolina A&T, Oct. 
19; at Furman, Nov. 2; UT-Chattanooga, Nov. 9; The 
Citadel, Nov. 16; at Marshall, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Buccaneers. 

Site: Johnson City, Tenn. 


4 
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Coach: Jimmy Satterfield (48- 15-2, 5 years). 

1990 record: 9-4 (including 1-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Southern: 6- 1/ 1st. 

Key players: Venton Bell, DE; Clint Crocker, DT; Allen 
Edwards, NG; Jason Grant, CB; Donald Lipscomb, 
SE; Kyle Lowery, OT; Steve Norris, LB; Paul Siffri, TE; 
Kota Suttle, LB; Hug Swilling, QB; Clay Tiedeman, 
we Carl Tremble, TB; Chris Wade, P/K; Eric Walter, 
Strengths: Four starting offensive linemen are back, 
the best being Lowery and Walter. Their job will be to 
block for Tremble, who rushed for 1,277 yards and 
15 touchdowns last season. Edwards was a first- 
team all-conference noseguard the last two years. 
Weaknesses: Despite Tremble, the Paladins could be 
vulnerable up the middle on offense. New players 
must come through at center, quarterback and full- 
back. The defense is suspect. 

Outlook: This may be a rebuilding year of sorts for a 
program that's had nothing but success for the last 
decade. Still, it's difficult to bet against Furman. 
Schedule: At Connecticut, Sept. 7; Liberty, Sept. 14; 
Presbyterian (S.C.), Sept. 21; at Western Carolina, 
Sept. 28; at Virginia Military Institute, Oct. 5; Mar- 
shall, Oct. 12; Appalachian State, Oct. 19; East 
Tennessee State, Nov. 2; at Georgia Tech, Nov. 9; 
UT-Chattanooga, Nov. 16; at The Citadel, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Paladins. 

Site: Greenville, S.C. 


MARSHALL 
Coach: Jim Donnan (6-5,-1 year). 
1990 record: 6-5. Southern: 4-3/T3rd. 
Kay players: Joe Chirico, DB; Ricardo Clark, WR; Brian 
Dowler, WR; Derek Grier, DB; Orlando Hatchett, RB; 
William King, DB; Dewey Klein, K; Byran Litton, NG; 
Michael Payton, QB; Glenn Pedro, RB; Keenan 
Rhodes, DL; Madison Sayre, OT; Donahue Ste- 
phenson, LB. 
Strengths: The third-best Division |-AA defense in 
1990 returns virtually intact. Payton, the Southern’s 
total offense leader, set school records for passing 
efficiency and rushing touchdowns by a quarterback 
in '90. Experience and a strong kicking game also 
will work in Marshall's favor. 
Weaknesses: A replacement must be found for all- 
conference tight end Eric Ihnat. Marshall needs to 
find solid backups at quarterback and on the defen- 
sive front. 
Outlook: The Herd may be ready to thunder. The re- 
turn of 18 starters and a new 28,000-seat on- 
campus stadium have Donnan's troops and the 
Huntington community overcome with football fever. 
Schedule: At Appalachian State, Aug. 31; New Hamp- 
shire, Sept. 7; Morehead State, Sept: 14; Brown, Sept. 
28; at Furman, Oct. 12; at North Carolina State, Oct. 
19; at UT-Chattanooga, Oct. 26; Western Carolina, 


Nov. 2; The Citadel, Nov. 9; Virginia Military Insti- 
tute, Nov. 16; East Tennessee State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Thundering Herd. 

Site: Huntington, W.Va. 


UT-CHATTANOOGA 
Coach: Buddy Nix (35-41-1, 7 years). 
1990 record: 6-5. Southern: 4-2/3rd. 
Key players: Rodney Allen, K; Mike Duggar, OL; Ken- 
yon Earl, QB; Jerry Ellison, RB; Tony Head, WR; Al- 
bert Luke, LB; David Masterson, DE; James Roberts, 
RB; Muhammed Shamsid-Deen, RB; Tony Shultz, DT; 
Pumpy Tudors, P; Jackie Washington, CB. 
Strengths: The Moccasins have the Southern’s best 
1-2 backfield combo in Shamsid-Deen and Roberts. 
Four of their top five receivers return. Tudors and 
Allen form the league’s best kicking duo. 
Weaknesses: The entire defensive line and half of the 
offensive line must be replaced. The secondary will 
feature three new faces this fall. 
Outlook: Many inexperienced defensive players must 
play well for the Moccasins to post their first back- 
to-back winning seasons since 1984-85. 
Schedule: UT-Martin, Aug. 31; Tennessee Tech, Sept. 
7; The Citadel, Sept. 21; at Appalachian State, Sept. 
28; Alabama (at Birmingham, Ala.), Oct. 5; at West- 
ern Carolina, Oct. 19; Marshall, Oct. 26; Western 
Kentucky, Nov. 2; at East Tennessee State, Nov. 9; at 
Furman, Nov. 16; Virginia Military Institute, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Moccasins. 
Site: Chattanooga, Tenn. 


VIRGINIA MILITARY INSTITUTE 


Coach: Jim Shuck (6- 15-1, 2 years). 

1990 record: 4-7. Southern: 1-5/7th. 

Key players: Dewayne Arkadie, S; Lorenzo Carpenter, 
C; Al Carter, RB; Scott Council, RB; Corey Jones, LB; 
Dan Lyle, TE; Marcus Mines, RB; Mike Perfetti, DT; 
Tony Scales, QB; Dap Tillery, DT; Todd Washington, 
S; Tony Woods, LB; Jeff Ziegler, OT. 

Strengths: Quarterback Scales led the Keydets in both 
rushing and passing last year. Mines and Council are 
the best of a slew of running backs. This is a veteran 
team. 

Weaknesses: Three starters must be replaced on the 
offensive line. A new place-kicker must step for- 
ward. 

Outlook: Shuck is hoping that experience and a 
switch to a 4-3 defense will produce VMI's first win- 
ning season since 1981. 

Schedule: East Tennessee State, Sept. 7; at Ap- 
palachian State, Sept. 14; Lafayette, Sept. 21; at 
Richmond, Sept. 28; Furman, Oct. 5; William & Mary, 
Oct. 12; The Citadel (at Norfolk, Va.), Oct. 26; at Vir- 
ginia, Nov. 2; Western Carolina, Nov. 9; at Marshall, 
Nov. 16; at UT- -Chattanooga, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Keydets. 

Sits: Lexington, Va. 


WESTERN CAROLINA 


Coach: Steve Hodgin (3-8, 1 year). 

1990 record: 3-8. Southern: 2-5/6th. 

Key players: Kenny Banks, LB; Tony Flanagan, FL; 
Lonnie Galloway, QB; Todd Harkins, OG; Derrick 
Harris, QB; Tony Johnson, NG; Eric Lautzenheiser, 
OT; Andra Rosbor, TB; Myron Sharpe, LB; Art Thig- 
pen, LB; Kevin Thigpen, TB; Willie Williams, CB. 
Strengths: Lautzenheiser and Harkins anchor a 
strong, experienced offensive line that returns all 
five starters. Williams is the best player on a defense 
that returns its entire line and secondary. 
Weaknesses: The Catamounts will be the youngest 
team in the league for the second straight year. Re- 
ceiver, linebacker and quarterback loom as likely 
trouble spots. 

GQutlook: Western Carolina is using the promotional 
slogan “Things are Looking Up” this year. Don't 
count on it. The league’s toughest non-conference 
schedule is just part of the problem. 

Schedule: At Georgia, Aug. 31; at Wake Forest, Sept. 
14; at East Tennessee State, Sept. 21; Furman, Sept. 
28; at The Citadel, Oct. 5; at Georgia Southern, Oct. 
12; UT-Chattanooga, Oct. 19; Samford, Oct. 26; at 
Marshall, Nov. 2; at Virginia Military Institute, Nov. 
9; Appalachian State, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Catamounts. 

Site: Cullowhee, N.C. 
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=/ Lumberjacks’ Goddard is back 
after being felled on technicality 


By CARL DUBOIS 
Lake Charles American Press 


Mi minor oversight by Stephen F. 
AM Austin State officials caused 
AP"| Mike Goddard a major headache 
in 1990, but he’s determined to put the 
past behind him and make history this 
season. 

A year ago, Goddard, then a redshirt 
freshman, was the No. 2 quarterback 
on Stephen F. Austin’s depth chart. But 
after the Lumberjacks opened the sea- 
son with two straight losses, the 6-foot- 
2, 200-pound Goddard made his first col- 
legiate start. It also would be his last in 
1990. 

Goddard, who completed 22 of 32 
passes for 314 yards and three touch- 
downs, earned Southland Conference 
offensive player of the week honors as 
he led Stephen F. Austin to a come- 
from-behind, 41-23 triumph over Nich- 
olls State. 

“He was tremendous,” Nicholls State 
Coach Phil Greco said. “He was cool 


| under pressure and threw it away when 


he had to. He was very good at pinpoint- 
ing his passes. He was extremely accu- 
rate.” 

Goddard’s success was short-lived. 
During a routine check of athletes’ eli- 
gibility status the week after the game, 
Matt Fenley, the school’s assistant ath- 
letic director for academics and com- 
pliance, discovered that Goddard and 
two of his teammates were deficient in 
credits. He subsequently notified 
Southland officials. That’s when Ste- 
phen F. Austin officials learned their 
mistake would cost the players their 
1990 eligibility. (One of Goddard’s team- 
mates later was reinstated.) It also cost 
the Lumberjacks their win over Nich- 


| olls State, which they eventually for- 


feited. 

“Out of the blue, I got chop-blocked,” 
Goddard said, recalling the shock of his 
sudden ineligibility. But how did this 
mistake occur? 

“There’s a test in Texas called the 
TASP (Texas Academic Skills Pro- 
gram) that’s required of all entering 
college freshmen,’’ Lumberjacks 
Coach Lynn Graves said. “But if you 
have any college credit prior to enroll- 
ing, you don’t have to take the test. 

“Mike enrolled in a three-hour course 
at a junior college the summer before 
he came here, and that took care of the 
test as far as he was concerned.” 

Which it did. But Goddard was led to 
believe by his academic counselor that 
the three-hour junior college course 


"4 also would count toward his total hours 
> passed in his first year at Stephen F. 


Austin. It didn’t. So, he began his sec- 
ond year of college with only 23 credit 
hours, and the NCAA requires a mini- 
mum of 24 to maintain athletic eligibil- 
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ity. 

“The thing is that people hear a 
player is ineligible because of academ- 
ics,’ Graves said, ‘‘and they think 
‘dumb.’ And that’s not it; it’s circum- 
stances. These players were ill-advised, 
and because of it they were cheated. 
And their teammates were cheated. 
They didn’t cheat. But the public per- 
ception doesn’t always match the 
facts.” 

Goddard hopes that by the end of the 
1991 season, the public will perceive the 
Lumberjacks as a team that plays fair 
and plays well. “We have to win this 
year,” said Goddard, who watched his 
teammates lose all but one of their 
games in his absence last season. “We 
have to play by the rules and be suc- 
cessful. It's everybody’s goal.” 

If his brief 90 season is any indica- 
tion, Goddard should reach a lot of 
goals in 1991. He already is in the Ste- 
phen F. Austin record books for the 
most passing yards in a game by a 
freshman. He wants to rewrite more of 
the record book, and he is making sure 
nothing like last year’s academic mis- 
fortune derails him. 

“No chance of that kind of repeat,” 
Goddard said. “I’ve got a 2.9 grade-point 
average and I’m way ahead on semes- 
ter hours. We’ve proven ourselves in 
the classroom; now we've got to doiton 
the field.” 
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1. “SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE 
2. STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE 
3. NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 

4. MCNEESE STATE 

5. NORTHWESTERN STATE 

6. SAM HOUSTON STATE 

7. NORTH TEXAS 

8. NICHOLLS STATE 


OFFENSE 


Pos. Name, School, Class 
JOHN TAPPIN, Northwestern State, Sr. 
JOHN BROWN, Nicholls State, Sr. 
CARLOS TREADWAY, NW’ern State, Jr. 
ANDY PHILLIPS, Stephen F. Austin, Sr. 
ROYCE NELSON, Nicholls State, Jr. 
ERVIN THOMAS, Southwest Texas St., Sr. 
ANDY BELLAMY, Northeast Louisiana, Jr. 
MURPHY YATES, Sam Houston State, Sr. 
GILBERT PRICE, Southwest Texas St., Sr. 
ROOSEVELT POTTS, NE Louisiana, Jr. 
CURTIS THOMAS, Sam Houston State, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


. Mame, School, Class 
MICHAEL BANKSTON, Sam Houston, Sr. 
ERIC JANUARY, Sam Houston State, Sr. 
MATT SHEPHERD, NE Louisiana, Jr. 
ANDRE CARRON, Northwestern State, Sr. 
DAVID TEMPLE, Stephen F. Austin, Sr. 


SEAN JUDGE, McNeese State, Sr. 

KEITH WILKERSON, North Texas, Jr. 
CEDRIC WALKER, S.F. Austin, Soph. 
RODERICK WOODARD, SW Texas St., Jr. 
ADRIAN HARDY, Northwestern State, Jr. 
CHARLES BOYCE, Sam Houston State, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School, Class 
ERIC ROBERTS, McNeese State, Sr. 
CHAD McCARTY, Northeast Louisiana, Jr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Roosevelt 

Potts, 

RB, NE Louisiana zs 


DEFENSE: 

Andre 

Carron, 

LB, Northwestern < St. 


McNEESE STATE 

Coach: Bobby Keasler (5-6, 1 year). 
1990 record: 5-6. Southland: 4-2/2nd. 
Key players: Sam Breaux, C; Erwin Brown, TB; Brent 
Ferdinand, WR; Eric Foster, TB; Lance Guidry, S; 
Sean Judge, LB; Ken Naquin, DE; Marty Posey, 0G; 
Greg Rayson, DT; Eric Roberts, K; Blayne Rush, OT; 
Ronald Scott, DT; Bobby Smith, TE; Wes Watts, OB. 
Strengths: Keasler, Southland Coach of the Year in 
‘90, will adapt his offense to his personnel by em- 
ploying multiple tight ends and receivers. A tough 
defensive line is back, and the kicking is solid. 
Weaknesses: Without a proven fullback, and with just 
two returning offensive line starters, the Cowboys 
shift their emphasis to speed. On defense, the sec- 
ondary and linebacking units may be vulnerable. 
Outlook: Keasler's team played over its head last 
year, and many question his ability to elicit that kind 
of emotional investment again in 1991. 

Schedule: At Northern lowa, Sept. 7; at Southwest 
Missouri State, Sept. 14; Montana, Sept. 21; Nicholls 
State, Oct. 5; at Northeast Louisiana, Oct. 12; at 
Northwestern State, Oct. 19; Southwest Texas State, 
Oct. 26; North Texas, Nov. 2; Stephen F. Austin 
State, Nov. 9; at Sam Houston State, Nov. 16; Ten- 
nessee-Martin, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Cowboys. 

Site: Lake Charles, La. 


NICHOLLS STATE 


Coach: Phil Greco (22-21-1, 4 years). 

1990 record: 5-6 as an independent. 

Key players: Trevors Baber, LB; John Brown, WR; 
Cory Butler, DB; James Butler, LB; Malcom Curtis, 
DB; Aaron Davis, TE; Obie Johnson, DL; Royce Nel- 
son, OL; Joey Primus, QB; David Craig Robinson, RB; 
Perry Rodrigue, DL. 

Strengths: The Colonels should gain some stability 
from joining the Southland after four years of inde- 
pendent status. If not, Brown and Robinson are two 
Stable players to build around offensively. 
Weaknesses: Greco must find a quarterback. Primus 
didn’t impress in limited duty last year. A talented 
offensive line might see little return on its output. 
Outlook: The offense shows little promise, putting a 
lot of pressure on the defense. Aside from a few tal- 
ented players, the team's prospects aren't good. 
Schedule: Texas A&l, Aug. 31; at Northeast Louis- 
iana, Sept. 7; at Troy (Ala.) State, Sept. 21; South- 
west Texas State, Sept. 28; at McNeese State, Oct. 5; 
at Sam Houston State, Oct. 12; Stephen F. Austin 
State, Oct. 26; at Southern (La.), Nov. 2; North 
Texas, Nov. 9; Northwestern State, Nov. 16; at 
Georgia Southern, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Colonels. 

Site: Thibodaux, La. 


NORTHEAST LOUISIANA 


Coach: Dave Roberts (11-11-1, 2 years; 37-41-2 
overall, 7 years). 

1990 record: 7-5 (including 0-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Southland: 5- 1/ ist. 

Key players: Bennie Bazley, LB; Andy Bellamy, 0G; 
Dickey Caston, SE; Kendall Farrar, FB; Chris Hous- 
ton, DE; Ches Liles, QB; Chad Lowe, CB; Chad 
McCarty, P; Roosevelt Potts, TB; Matt Shepherd, DT; 
Rob Wallow, OT; Lonzo White, LB; Michael Young, 
DB; Victor Zordan, C. 

Strengths: Six offensive starters are back, including 
the dynamic Potts. Liles may become the Indians’ 
next great quarterback. 

Weaknesses: Roberts still must prove he’s a players’ 
coach. The league's top offensive player, Cisco Rich- 
ard, is gone. Only three defensive starters return. 
Outlook: The key players from 1990 are gone. Only 
time will tell if Potts, Liles and a solid kicking game 
will fill the Indians’ needs in '91. 

Schedule: At Southwestern Louisiana, Aug. 31; 
Nicholls State, Sept. 7; Georgia Southern, Sept. 14; 
Mississippi College, Sept. 28; at Southwest Texas 
State, Oct. 5; McNeese State, Oct. 12; at Sam Hous- 
ton State, Oct. 19; at Northwestern State, Oct. 26; at 
Louisiana Tech, Nov. 2; at Stephen F. Austin State, 
Nov. 16; North Texas, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Indians. 

Site: Monroe, La. 


NORTH TEXAS 


Coach: Dennis Parker (first year as head coach). 


Roosevelt Potts, Northeast Louisiana 


ee — 


1990 record: 6-5. Southland: 2-4/6th. 

Key players: Robert Blowers, RB; Scott Dukatnik, OT; 
Donald Ericks, CB; DeLon Greene, NT; Greg Mat- 
thews, WR; Sean Mayes, S; Wendall Mosely, QB; 
Bruce Walker, DL; Wayne Walker, S; Keith Wil- 
kerson, LB. 

Strengths: A new attitude and commitment surround 
the program. Wilkerson and a strong secondary 
boost the defense. 

Weaknesses: Running back Erric Pegram's departure 
will hurt, and North Texas also must replace multi- 
faceted quarterback Scott Davis. After years of high 
expectations, the talent pool has evaporated. 

Outlook: Parker was a household name in Texas prep 
circles, but fans wonder if he can duplicate his suc- 
cess at the college level. 

Schedule: Abilene Christian (Tex.), Sept. 7; at Ok- 
lahoma, Sept. 14; at Nevada, Sept. 21; Southwest 
Missouri State, Sept. 28; at Northwestern State, Oct. 
12; Stephen F. Austin State, Oct. 19; Sam Houston 
State, Oct. 26; at McNeese State, Nov. 2; at Nicholls 
State, Nov. 9; Southwest Texas State, Nov. 16; at 
Northeast Louisiana, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Eagles. 

Site: Denton, Tex. 


NORTHWESTERN STATE 
Coach: Sam Goodwin (44-43-3, 8 years; 53-54-4 
overall, 10 years). 
1990 record: 5-6. Southland: 3-3/T3rd. 
Key Lig be Brad Brown, QB; Randy Bullock, LB; 
Andre Carron, LB; Jason Fernandez, K; Rob Floyd, 
DB; Adrian Hardy, DB; Guy Hedrick, RB; Rodney 
King, DL; James McKellum, RB; Jerry Roberson, WR; 
Victor Robinson, WR; George Salsberry, DL; John 
Tappin, WR; Carlos Treadway, TE; Randy Wright, 
RB. 


—SS sas — al 


Strengths: Carron may be the league's best defensive 
player. On offense, Treadway and Roberson missed 
1990 with injuries but are expected to shine again. 
Weaknesses: The defensive front is gone; ditto for two 
all-star offensive linemen. In fact, the Demons may 
be the league's weakest team along both lines. A 
woeful kicking game must be upgraded, too. 

Outlook: Last year's team won Its last three games; 
the last two times that happened ( 1984 and '88), the 
Demons won conference titles the following year. 
Schedule: At Arkansas State, Sept. 7; at Nevada, Sept. 
14; at Texas-El Paso, Sept. 21; East Texas State, 
Sept. 28; North Texas, Oct. 12; McNeese State, Oct. 
19; Northeast Louisiana, Oct. 26; at Southwest 
Texas State, Nov. 2; at Sam Houston State, Nov. 9; at 
Nicholls State, Nov. 16; Stephen F. Austin State, Nov. 
23. 


Nickname: Demons. 
Site; Natchitoches, La. 
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SAM HOUSTON STATE 
Coach: Ron Randleman (50-50, 9 years; 137-92-3 
overall, 22 years). 
1990 record: 4-7. Southland: 3-3/T3rd. 
Key players: Michael Bankston, DT; Abby Barnett, S; 
Charles Boyce, CB; Paul Cline, C; Darryl Harrison, 
LB; Rodney Howerton, OG; Eric January, DE; Mark 
Klein, K; Willie Lacy, LB; Jarvis Mayes, CB; Claude 
Stewart, WR; Curtis Thomas, TB; Ashley Van Meter, 
QB; Murphy Yates, 0G. 
Strengths: Eight starters, including stalwarts Janu- 
ary and Bankston, return from a defense that ranked 
ninth in Division |-AA in '90, 
Weaknesses: The oft-injured Van Meter is responsible 
for upgrading a poor passing attack. But the offense 
struggled overall in 1990. 
Outlook: If last year's struggle was just a tough 
learning experience, then perhaps the Bearkats are 
on the verge of improvement. 
Schedule: At Montana State, Sept. 7; Texas Southern, 
Sept. 14; at Angelo State (Tex.), Sept. 21; at West- 
ern Illinois, Sept. 28; Nicholls State, Oct. 12; North- 
east Louisiana, Oct. 19; at North Texas, Oct. 26; at 
Stephen F. Austin State, Nov. 9; Northwestern State, 
Nov. 9; McNeese State, Nov. 16; at Southwest Texas 
State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Bearkats. 
Site: Huntsville, Tex. 


SOUTHWEST TEXAS STATE 


Coach: Dennis Franchione (6-5, 1 year; 73-15-3 
overall, 8 years). 

1990 record: 6-5. Southland: 3-3/T3rd. 

Key players: Victor Carr, DL; Tyrone Carrington, LB; 
Chet Hanks, DL; Craig Hemphill, DB; Heath Johnson, 
DB; Brian McCray, DB; Jeff Milward, LB; Charlie Nel- 
son, OL; Brian Parks, DL; Gilbert Price, QB; Robbie 
Roberson, K; Todd Scott, RB; Ervin Thomas, OL; 
Roderick Woodard, DB. 

Strengths: The Bobcats expect to be among the 
Southland’s elite, with the exciting Price and seven 
other offensive starters back. Both the defensive line 
and secondary return three of four starters, and the 
clutch Roberson again is the kicker. 

Weaknesses: Reggie Rivers, |-AA’s No. 4 rusher in ‘90, 
must be replaced. Also gone are two stud lineback- 
ers, Creating a major hole to fill on defense. 

Oullook: The Bobcats had their first winning season 
in six years in ‘90. The school that produced Lyndon 
Johnson and his “Great Society” now boasts Fran- 
chione's “New Heritage,” which in turn might pro- 
duce a conference title. 

Schedule: Texas A&l, Sept. 7; at Idaho, Sept. 14; at 
Nicholls State, Sept. 28; Northeast Louisiana, Oct. 5; 
at Stephen F. Austin State, Oct. 12; Texas Southern, 
Oct. 19; at McNeese State, Oct. 26; Northwestern 
State, Nov. 2; Prairie View A&M, Nov. 9; at North 
Texas, Nov. 16; Sam Houston State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Bobcats. 

Sits: San Marcos, Tex. 


STEPHEN F. AUSTIN STATE 


Coach: Lynn Graves ( 13- 12-1, 2 years). 

1990 record: 1- 10, Southland: 1-5/7th. 

Key players: Charmyst Amie, CB; Ric Crowder, CB; 
Anthony Cuney, LB; Tim Fields, WR; Carlos Galvan, 
DT; Mike Goddard, QB; Jim Hall, OG; Eric Johnson, 
DE; Andy Phillips, OT; Chuck Rawlinson, K; Gary 
Russell, DT; Robert Sparks, DT; Roderick Tatum, LB; 
David Temple, LB; Cedric Walker, CB. 

Strengths: The return of Goddard and Fields following 
1990 eligibility troubles should charge the offense. 
The Lumberjacks may have the best combination of 
linebackers and defensive backs in |-AA. 

Weaknesses; The offensive line has been rebuilt. How 
quickly it becomes a cohesive unit will determine 
how effective the offense will be. 

Outlook: In two years, Graves has experienced many 
highs and lows. His most important job this year may 
be teaching his players how to put disappointment 
behind them and learn how to win again. 

Schedule: Arkansas-Monticello, Sept. 7; at Jackson 
State, Sept. 21; at Boise State, Sept. 28; Youngstown 
State, Oct. 5; Southwest Texas State, Oct. 12; at 
North Texas, Oct. 19; at Nicholls State, Oct. 26; Sam 
Houston State, Nov. 2; at McNeese State, Nov. 9; 
Northeast Louisiana, Nov. 16; at Northwestern State, 
Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Lumberjacks. 

Site: Nacogdoches, Tex. 
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Hornets star shows there’s room 
for two Eddie Robinsons in SWAC 


By CARL DUBOIS 
Lake Charles American Press 


labama State linebacker Eddie 
Robinson picked a tough place to 
mm make a name for himself. 

The Southwestern Athletic Confer- 
ence has long been the home of Gram- 
bling State’s Eddie Robinson, college 
football’s all-time winningest coach. 
But his namesake at Alabama State is 
beginning to earn plenty of recognition 
himself—not so much for the name on 
his birth certificate as for his athletic 
and academic achievements. 

Robinson, a senior who entered Al- 
abama State three years ago as a walk- 
on, can wear the tag “student/athlete” 
as comfortably as his moniker. In 1990, 
he earned first-team All-America hon- 
ors from the Associated Press, SWAC 
Defensive Player of the Year accolades 
and the Toyota/BET Leadership 
Award, which recognizes excellence on 
the field and in the classroom and com- 
munity. 

“T’m extremely proud of Eddie, and 
not just because he has accomplished 
great things at ASU,” Hornets Coach 
Houston Markham said. “I’m most 
proud of him because of how he handles 
himself. He’s very unselfish. He just 
works hard and never complains.” 

Robinson has taken the SWAC by sur- 
prise. He wasn’t named to an all-district 
or all-state team as a prep athlete in 
New Orleans, and the only two colleges 
to show an interest in him, Tulane and 
Southern Mississippi, quit calling after 
making coaching changes. 

Anxious to attend college outside his 
home state, he went to Montgomery 
and enrolled at Alabama State with the 
aid of an academic scholarship. His ath- 
letic career started to blossom as a 
freshman when he earned a starting 
job at offensive tackle. Shortly thereaf- 
ter, Robinson turned down an athletic 
scholarship. That’s when Markham 
knew Robinson was special. 

“Eddie was on an academic scholar- 
ship, but he was still $200 to $300 short 
of covering all his expenses,” Markham 
recalled. “I told him I’d try to get him 
some athletic aid to take care of every- 
thing, and he turned me down. 

“Eddie said he could find a summer 
job to pay for-his bills, and he’d rather 
have someone who really needed the 
money receive the scholarship. You 
have to admire someone like that.” 

Robinson’s decision also demon- 
strated his dedication to academics. 
“You have to keep a 3.0 grade-point av- 
erage to stay on the academic scholar- 
ship I had,” Robinson said. “It gave me 
some incentive to keep my grades up 
without having the athletic scholarship 
to fall back on.” 

Robinson, who had been switched 


Name game: Alabama State's Eddie 
Robinson is making a name for himself, 
despite the presence of the SWAC's other 
Eddie Robinson. 


from the offensive line to linebacker as 
a sophomore, finally agreed to accept 
an athletic scholarship as a junior, but 
he hasn’t let his grades suffer. Entering 
his senior year, the chemistry major 
boasts a 3.5 grade-point average. 

With his schoolwork in order, the 6- 
foot-3, 230-pound Robinson also takes 
care of business on the field. He led the 
Hornets with 89 tackles while sparking 
them to an 8-2-1 mark last season. One 
of those wins came against Grambling 
and its famous coach, which can create 
some confusion for fans in the stands. 

“When we play Grambling and I 
make a tackle, the p.a. announcer says, 
‘Eddie Robinson with the tackle,’ and 
people say, ‘Who is this guy?’ 

“Coach Robinson likes to joke about 
it, too.” 

Said Grambling’s Robinson: “The 
guys on the staff, the coaches, they give 
it to me pretty good whenever his name 
is announced.” 

And the 50-year coaching veteran 
gives it to himself pretty good for fail- 
ing to recruit Robinson four years ago. 
Robinson’s father is an event coordina- 
tor at the Louisiana Superdome, the 
site of the annual Bayou Classic that 
features Grambling and Southern. 

“TIT wonder how in the world we 
missed him,” the Grambling coach 
said. “I see his father every year at the 
classic. His father is a big man, and 
anytime the father is big, you have to 
check out the kid.” 
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1. ALABAMA STATE. 

2. GRAMBLING STATE 

3. JACKSON STATE 

4. SOUTHERN 

5. MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 
6. ALCORN STATE 

7. TEXAS SOUTHERN 

ie PRAIRIE VIEW AGM 


OFFENSE 


Pos. Name. School, Class 
JIMMY SMITH, Jackson State, Sr. 
JERREL HORNER, Mississippi Valley, Sr. 
FREDRICK WASHINGTON, Miss. Val., Sr. 
HERMAN ARVIE, Grambling State, Sr. 
REGINALD DAVIDSON, Jackson State, Jr. 
PATRICK JOHNSON, Alabama State, Sr. 
DIETRICH LOCKRIDGE, Jackson State, Jr. 
MARVIN CHAPMAN, Miss. Valley, Sr. 
RICKY JONES, Alabama State, Sr. 
JAMES JOHNSON, Jackson State, Jr. 
RICO WHITE, Alabama State, Jr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
CHARLES NORTHERN, Alabama State, Sr. 
KELVIN CONEY, Southern, Sr. 
ROBERT PINCKNEY, Grambling State, Sr. 
THOMAS GRIFFIN, Grambling State, Sr. 
EDDIE ROBINSON, Alabama State, Sr. 


LLOYD STRAUGHTERS, Jackson St., Sr. 
CHARLES RAY DAVIS, Jackson State, Sr. 
EMMANUEL MARTIN, Alabama State, Sr. 
ISAAC MOREHOUSE, Jackson State, Sr. 
EVERETT NICHOLAS, Miss. Valley, Sr. 
CHARLES WILLIAMS, Grambling St., Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School, Class — 
JASON THOMSON, Alabama State, Sr. 
KENDALL MABRY, Southern, Jr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 
Ricky 
Jones, 
QB, Alabama State 


[Soe 


DEFENSE: 

Eddie 

Robinson, 

LB, , Alabama State 
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ALABAMA STATE 


Coach; Houston Markham (28- 13-1, 4 years). 
1990 record: 8-2-1. SWAC: 4-2/2nd. 
Koy players: Horace Brooks, WR; Reggie Brown, WR; 
Thomas Catchings, DB; Kevin Fields, LB; Jerich 
Green, LB; Darren Hardy, LB; Patrick Johnson, C; 
Ricky Jones, QB; Emmanuel Martin, DB; Joey Naylor, 
OL; Charles Northern, DE; Eddie Robinson, LB; Jack- 
le Rowan, OL; Jason Thomson, K; Rico White, RB. 
Strengths: Robinson and Jones may be the SWAC's 
most dominant players on either side of the ball. Mix 
in 18 other returning starters and you have a tough 
act to beat. 
Weaknesses: The only holes to fill are at offensive 
uard and defensive tackle. The team could suffer a 
etdown after posting its best record in 22 years, but 
that's not likely. 
Outlook: rape State Coach Eddie Robinson said 
the SWAC race will be like the Old West, and the Hor- 
nets appear to have the most six-shooters, 
Schedule; Jackson State (at Atlanta), Aug. 31; at 
Elizabeth City (N.C.) State, Sept. 7; Southern (at 
Mobile, Ala.), Sept. 14; Alcorn State, Sept. 21; Troy 
Ala.) State, Sept. 28; at Texas Southern, Oct. 5; 
mford, Oct. 19; Alabama A&M (at Birmingham, 
Ala.), Nov. 2; Grambling State (at Pontiac, Mich.), 
Nov. 9; at Mississippi Valley State, Nov. 16; Johnson 
C. Smith (N.C.), Nov. 28, 
Nickname; Hornets. 
Site: Montgomery, Ala. 


ALCORN STATE 


Coach: Cardell Jones (first year as head coach). 

1990 record: 2-7. SWAC: 2-4/T5th. 

Key players: Shaun Archer, OT; Spurgeon Banyard, 
LB; Keiver Campbell, OB; Alphonso Childers, LB; 
Sidney Felder, S; Janci Finkley, RB; Reginald Martin, 
QB; Orrease May, DL; Shadrick Moore, DB; Kermit 
O'Ville, LB; Derrick Ransom, DL; Torrance Small, SE; 
Cedric Tillman, FL; Larry Walker, OT; Eric Ward, DB. 
Strengths: Jones, Jackson State's former offensive 
coordinator, has two offensive jewels in Small and 
Tillman. If Martin finds those two frequently, Alcorn 
State could be productive. 

Weaknesses: The Braves finished last in the SWAC in 
offense in 1990, and the defense didn't feature one 
cae among the league's top 10 tacklers, 

Outlook: The team’s slogan is “Next Year is Here,” 
but 1991 may not be much better than ‘90. The 
Braves should be pleased if wey finish .500. 

Schedule; Grambling State (at Shreveport, La), Sept. 
7; Alabama A&M fat Dallas), Sept. 14; at Alabama 
State, Sept. 21; Hampton, Va. (at Pontiac, Mich.), 
Sept. 28; Howard (at Indianapolis), Oct. 5; at Texas 
Southern, Oct. 12; at Southern, Oct. 26; Mississippi 
Valley State, Nov. 9; Prairie View A&M, Nov. 16; at 
Jackson State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Braves, 

Site; Lorman, Miss. 


- GRAMBLING STATE 


Coach: Eddie Robinson (366- 128-15, 48 years). 
1990 record: 8-3, SWAC; 3-3/T3rd. 
mt players: Stevie Anderson, SE; Thaylen Armstead, 
WB; Herman Arvie, OT; Eric Bryant, QB; Shawn 
Burras, QB; Dexter Butcher, RB; ah Curd, DB; 
Thomas Griffin, LB; Julius Irving, DB; Derrick Ned, 
RB; Alex Perkins, QB; Robert Pinckney, DT; Na- 
thaniel Singleton, WB; Avery Washington, SE; 
Charles Williams, DB. 
Strengths: Robinson and his staff are worth at least 
five wins every season. On offense, the Tigers are 
boosted by the return of their backfield. The defense 
is buoyed by a strong linebackin veal 9 
Weaknesses; The Tigers must replace 2,953 yards and 
31 touchdowns from their backfield. The receivers 
and defensive line are questionable, 
Outlook: A number of young players and newcomers 
must produce immediately if Grambling is to com- 
ites But never write off a Robinson-coached team. 
edule: Alcorn State (at Shreveport, La.), Sept. 7; 
Virginia Union (at East Rutherford, N.J.), rit 14; 
at Tennessee State, Sept. 21; North Carolina A&T (at 
Dallas), Sept. 28; Prairie View A&M, Oct. 5; Mis- 
oe Valley State, Oct. 19; at Jackson State, Oct. 
26; Texas Southern, Nov. 2; Alabama State (at Pon- 
tiac, Mich.), Nov. 9; Florida A&M, Nov. 16; Southern 
(at New Orleans), Nov. 30. 
Nickname: Te 
Site: Grambling, La. 


Dexter Butcher, Grambling State 


JACKSON STATE 


Coach: W.C. Gorden ( 114-43-5, 15 years). 

1990 record: 8-4 (including 0-1 in |-AA playoffs). 
SWAC: 5-1/ ist. 

Key players: Percy oy. S$; Reginald Davidson, DL; 
Charles Ray Davis, LB; Harold Heath, TE; James 
Johnson, RB; Ricky Jordan, QB; Dietrich Lockridge, 
OL; Isaac Morehouse, CB; Marlo Perry, LB; Jimmy 
Smith, FL; Lloyd Straughters, LB; Bennie Tillman, 
QB; Demetrius Wells, S. 

Strengths; The Tigers’ defense is paced by a terrific 
group of linebackers and a good secondary, despite 
the death of cornerback Robert Turner last spring. 
Weaknesses; Jackson State needs a quarterback and 
kicker. On defense, the Tigers must pressure oppos- 
ing quarterbacks to succeed. 

Outlook: Gorden has a good base of players to build 
around, With a few breaks, his Tigers could remain 
at the top of the SWAC. 

Schedule: Alabama State (at Atlanta), Aug. 31; 
Tennessee State (at Birmingham, Ala.), Sept. 14; 
Stephen F. Austin State, Sept. 21; Mississippl Valley 
State (at Chicago), Sept. 28; Delaware State (at 
Cincinnati), Oct. 5; Southern, Oct. 19; Grambling 
State, Oct. 26; Morris Brown, Ga. (at Atlanta), Nov. 
2; Texas Southern (at Dallas), Nov. 9; South Caro- 
lina State (at Mobile, Ala.), Nov. 16; Alcorn State, 
Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Tigers. 

Site: Jackson, Miss. 


MISSISSIPPI VALLEY STATE 


Coach: Larry Dorsey (5-6, 1 year). 

1990 record: 5-6. SWAC: 3-3/T3rd. 

Key players; Ashley Ambrose, CB; James Butler, C; 
Marvin Chapman, OL; Darryl Cox, QB; Reginald 
Fisher, DT; Anthony Foreman, OG; Jerrel Horner, WA; 
Ronald Humphrey, RB; Terrance Johnson, OT; Romy 
Malone, DE; Everett Nicholas, S; Fredrick Washing- 
ton, TE; James Williams, S; Joe Wilson, DT. 

Strengths: The defense, which features a alpen sec- 
ondary, will be steady. The offense is paced by 
standouts Humphrey and Horner. 

Weaknesses; The quarterbacks are unproven. Recon- 
struction is needed on both lines. The Delta Devils 
possess experience, but mostly in losing. 

Outlook: Without a top quarterback, Dorsey's team 
could have a tough time competing in the high- 
powered SWAC. 

Schedule; Tennessee State (at Memphis, Tenn.), Aug. 
31; at Central Arkansas, Sept. 7; at Lane (Tenn.), 
Sept. 14; Miles (Ala.), Sept. 21; Jackson State (at 
Chicago), 7 28; Southern, Oct. 5; at Grambling 
State, Oct. 19; Texas Southern, Oct. 26; at Prairie 
View A&M, Nov. 2; at Alcorn State, Nov. 9; Alabama 
State, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Delta Devils. 

Site: Itta Bena, Miss. 


Se 


IE VIEW A&M 


Coach: Ronald Beard (first year as head coach). 

1990 record: Did not field a team. 

Koy players: Nathaniel Bell, RB; Dwane Bonner, OG/C; 
Joseph Carter, 0G; Martin Cokes, DL; Bobby Crow- 
der, LB; Jacques Denkins, RB; Kyle Douglas, LB; 
Thomas Houston, DT; Tony Johnson, + Kevin 
Phillips, QB; Ben Purkett, RB; Joe Sadler, OG; Willard 
Thomas, WR; Tony Woods, LB. 

Strength: The Panthers, returning to the gridiron after 
school officials shut down the program in 1990, have 
nothing to lose. Phillips and a decent secondary will 
be the brightest of the few bright spots. Y 
Weaknesses; Any team with only 11 scholarships will 
have its problems. Just 17 of the 83 players who fin- 
ished spring practice have any gnats experience. 
Outlook: With a bare cupboard and five of six confer- 
ence games on the road, the Panthers should be 
happy to make it through the season alive, 

Schedule; Texas Southern (at Houston), Sept. 7; at 
Angelo State (Tex.), Sept. 14; at Southwest Missouri 
State, Sept. 21; at Texas A&l, Sept. 28; at Grambling 
State, Oct. 5; Cameron (Okla.), Oct. 12; at Alcorn 
State, Oct. 19; at Alabama A&M, Oct. 26; Mississippi 
Valley State, Nov. 2; at Southwest Texas State, Nov, 
9; at Southern (La.), Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Panthers, 

Site; Prairie View, Tex. 


SOUTHERN 


Coach: Gerald Kimble (10-11-1,2 years). ” 

1990 record: 4-7, SWAC: 2-4/T5th. 

re players: Andrew Bromfield, NG; Ronald Cherry, 
OT; Kelvin Coney, DE; Alden Foster, FB; Michael 
Green, FL; Robert Harris, DT; Nate Harrison, QB; 
Cornell Hatcher, LB; Cornell Johnson, SE; Kendall 
Mabry, P; Ronnie Reese, K; Brian Thomas, SE; Keith 
Tillage, TE; Keith Woods, FL. 

Strengths: Seven starters return on each side of the 
ball, Harrison is an impact player, but he has little 
support at the skill positions. The defensive line will 
be one of the league's best. 

Weaknesses: The secondary returns just one starter, 
and that's bad news in the pass-happy SWAC. The 
Jaguars must become a better road team and reduce 
their turnovers. 

Outlook: Kimble has a good mix of seniors and sopho- 
mores among his starters. But Southern must gener- 
ate more offense. 

Schedule: Alabama State (at Mobile, Ala,), Sept. 14; 
Texas Southern, Sept. 21; South Carolina State (at 
Atlanta), Sept. 28; at aera Valley State, Oct. 5; 
at Jackson State, Oct. 19; Alcorn State, Oct. 26; 
Nicholls State, Nov. 2; Florida A&M (at Miami), Nov. 
9; Tennessee State (at Dallas), Nov. 16; Prairie View 
A&M, Nov. 23; Grambling State (at New Orleans), 
Nov. 30. 

Nickname: Jaguars. 

Site: Baton Rouge, La. 


TEXAS SOUTHERN 


Coach: Walter Highsmith (7- 14-1, 2 years). 
1990 record: 4-7, SWAC: 2-4/T5th. 
Koy players; Alan Anderson, DB; Chris Daggs, DB; 
Melvin Evans, OT; Rodney Green, LB; Eric Gooden, 
HB; Kerry Henderson, RB; Corey Johnson, LB; Cedric 
Maxwell, DB; Donovan Miller, OT; Will Moore, WR; 
James Robinson, OT; Michael Strahan, DE; Ronnie 
Tolliver, QB; Byron Washington, DE. 
Strengths: The Tigers shouldn't have trouble moving 
the ball, boasting great depth at quarterback and re- 
ceiver, Strahan and Evans are standouts. 
Weaknesses: Texas Southern had the league's worst 
turnover margin and scoring defense, as well as the 
second-worst scoring offense in the league last 
ear. There are no A of significant change. 
utlook: Texas Southern was hard to read in’'90, 
beating league runner-up Alabama State and then 
etting blitzed by champion Jackson State and 
rambling State. Rebuilding will be difficult. 
Schedule; Central State (0.), a 31; Prairie View 
A&M, Sept. 7; at Sam Houston State, Sept. 14; at 
Southern, Sept. 21; Alabama State, Oct. 5; Alcorn 
State, Oct. 12; at Southwest Texas State, Oct. 19; at 
Mississippi Valley State, Oct. 26; at sphevprral ea 
Nov, 2; Jackson State (at Dallas), Nov, 9; Morgan 
State, Nov, 23, 
Nickname; Tigers. 
Site; Houston. 
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Villanova’s Eller finds rewards 
in academic, athletic demands 


By DIANE PUCIN 
Philadelphia Inquirer 


Warm and humid, feeling more like 

August than April. It’s not football 
weather, and Curtis Eller doesn’t feel 
much like a football player. 

“This is the hardest week of my life,” 
said Eller, a 6-foot, 220-pound inside 
linebacker at Villanova. “I have four 
papers due. And we have practice every 
day.” 

Or night. At 9 p.m. on this Saturday, 
Eller has just arrived back at his dorm 
room from a practice that started at 6. 

It was a hard-hitting practice, and for 
only the second time since November, 
Eller was wearing pads and making 
contact. Now he is confronted by a type- 
writer with an empty sheet of paper 
and a choice of four courses for which 
to write papers. 

Yes, it is the worst week of Curtis 
Eller’s life. But Eller is smiling. Be- 
cause right now, life is pretty good. 

Eller is “certainly the best linebacker 

in the Yankee Conference and probably 
the best defensive player,” Villanova 
Coach Andy Talley said. “And I don’t 
| think I’m being biased. Curtis is just a 
very, very good football player.” 
, As a freshman in 1989, Eller estab- 
| lished himself as one of the league’s top 
performers. He played in all 12 games 
and started the last eight, helping the 
Wildcats to their first-ever NCAA Divi- 
sion I-AA playoff appearance (where 
they lost to eventual champion Georgia 
Southern). 

Last year Eller was even better. He 
anchored a defense that finished the 
/ season ranked seventh in Division I- 
AA. But the Wildcats’ record was only 
6-5, and they failed to make the play- 
offs. It was a disappointment, but Eller 
knows the record wasn’t all that bad. 

“We were young,” said Eller, who led 
the Wildcats with 87 tackles, “and I 
think we laid some pretty good bricks 
for building. Now, we're talking about 
going all the way.” 

As a senior at Stratford (Conn.) High 
School, Eller was recruited by several 
Division I-A schools. He visited Syra- 
cuse, Cincinnati and Boston College. 
But when he returned home from each 
of those visits, he wasn’t happy. 

“Curtis just wasn’t very comfortable 
with the atmosphere,” said his father, 
Floyd. “He didn’t feel happy. I could tell 
he found things not quite right.” 

Said Curtis: “I didn’t find any cama- 
raderie at all. At some of the schools, I 
hardly met any of the players. At one 
visit, my host took me out and three or 
four other players walked by. They 
didn’t even stop and my host didn’t try 
to introduce me. I didn’t like that.” 

Eller found what he was looking for 


A t’s a spring Saturday evening. 
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Life’s been good: Villanova linebacker 
Curtis Eller is happy whether he’s hitting 
the books or opposing ballcarriers. 


at Villanova. 

“Everybody would stop and talk,” he 
said. “The players all did things as a 
group. People would ask questions and 
tell you what you wanted to know. To 
me, that kind of atmosphere was much 
more important than playing up a level. 
I know I would be good enough to play 
at I-A. But I’m very happy whereI am.” 

“If he was another inch taller,” Tall- 
ey said, “Curtis probably would have 
been offered a scholarship at Penn 
State or Notre Dame and he would have 
gone that route.” 

Eller is quiet by nature, but on the 
football field he has one quality any 
coach appreciates. 

“He loves to hit,” Talley said. “You'd 
never believe it when you talk to him, 
but he loves to hit.” 

Eller also loves motorcycles. His 
monstrous Honda remains at home dur- 
ing the school year, but Eller looks for- 
ward to summer when he can work on 
it. And work with his father. 

“I keep in shape by working construc- 
tion for my dad,” he said. “I work hard, 
and it gives my dad and I a chance to 
talk alot. He can make me think.” 


A thinking-man’s hitter; a football — 


coach's dream. @ 
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1. NEW HAMPS 

2. VILLANOVA 

3. DELAWARE 

4. CONNECTICUT 
‘S. MASSACHUSETTS 
6. MAINE 

7. RHODE ISLAND 

8. RICHMOND 

9. BOSTON UNIVERSITY 


OFF 


. Name, School, Class 
MARK DIDIO, Connecticut, Sr. 
ALEX DAVIS, Connecticut, Jr. 
RON VILLONE, Massachusetts, Jr. 
KAI DIETIKER, Massachusetts, Sr. 
RICH CAVANAUGH, Massachusetts, Sr. 
CURT CHASTAIN, Delaware, Sr. 
LYNDON JOHNSON, Connecticut, Sr. 
RANDY CRANE, Villanova, Jr. 
BILL VERGANTINO, Delaware, Jr. 
BARRY BOURASSA, New Hampshire, Jr. 
CARL SMITH, Maine, Jr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
GEOFF ALEVA, New Hampshire, Sr. 
JOHN KLUMBACH, Rhode Island, Sr. 
CHRIS GRYCHOWSKI, Villanova, Jr. 
CURTIS ELLER, Villanova, Jr. 
DWAYNE SABB, New Hampshire, Sr. 
MATT TULLEY, Massachusetts, Sr. 
MARIO PERRY, Massachusetts, Jr. 
KEVIN LONG, Villanova, Sr. 
ROBIN CALLENDER, Delaware, Sr. 
MARC FAUCI, Boston University, Soph. 
VAUGHN WILLIAMS, Massachusetts, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


Namo, School, Class 
JEFF MOTTOLA, Maine, Jr. 
GENE VADAS, Delaware, Sr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Bill 
Vergantino, 
QB, Delaware 


DEFENSE: 
Curtis 
Eller, 
LB, Villanova 


Besist See fae 3. 


BOSTON UNIVERSITY — 


Coach: Dan Allen (5-6, 1 year). 

1990 record: 5-6. Yankee: 4-4/3rd. 

Koy players: Phil Driscoll, DB; Marc Fauci, DB; Paul 
Gamber, LB; Jay Hillman, RB; Ken Larson, LB; Scott 
Mallory, WR; Joe Mercer, DL; Greg Moore, QB; Mike 
Overton, WR; Pablo Rodriguez, DB; Chris Schrock, 
DL; Brian Straughter, WR; Harold Thomas, NG; Jer- 
ome Tomlin, DB. 

Strengths: A defense featuring secondary and line- 
backing units that should rate among the finest in 
the conference. 

Weaknesses: Allen employs the complicated run-and- 
Shoot offense, but he has no returning lettermen at 
quarterback to run it. Also gone are the team's two 
best receivers, and only two lettermen return on the 
offensive line, 

Outlook: Boston U. looks to be in for a tough time in 
‘91. Defensively, the Terriers should be good. But 
they may need to be perfect because the combination 
of a new quarterback and a young offensive line can 
only add up to a sputtering offense. 

Schedule; Willlam & Mary, Sept. 7; at Towson State, 
Sept. 14; Holy Cross, Sept. 21; Massachusetts, ae 
28; at Villanova, Oct. 5; Delaware, Oct. 12; at Rich- 
mond, Oct. 19; Rhode Island, Oct. 26; at New berg 
shire, Nov. 2; Maine, Nov. 9; at Connecticut, Nov. 16. 

Nickname: Terriers, 

Site; Boston. 


CONNECTICUT 


Coach: Tom Jackson (48-38, 8 years). 

1990 record; 6-5. Yankee: 5-3/T2nd. 

nt we de Robert Belcuore, DT; Cornelius Benton, 

QB; Peter Calin, S; Drew Cary, MG; Robert Clarke, CB; 

Alex Davis, FL; Mark Didio, SE; Doug Harkins, LB; 

Lyndon Johnson, 0G; Brian Kozlowski, TE; Nick 
ancuso, OT; Craig Murray, FB; Mike Searcy, CB; 

Nick Sosik, K; Gerard Tollefsen, FB. 

Strengths: The Huskies are loaded with good recelv- 

ers, and the kicking game also Is in good shape with 

the return of Soslk. 

Weaknesses: Matt DeGennaro, the conference's: all- 

time passing leader, is gone, which presents a prob- 

lem: Who can get the ball to all of these fine receiv- 

‘ers? The Huskies also lost their top two rushers. 

Outlook: This i be a rebuilding year for Connec- 

ticut, The team had grown accustomed to contend- 

Ing, but the offense has too many question marks. 

Schedule; Furman, Sept. 7; at New Hampshire, Sept. 

14; Lehigh, Sept. 21; at Villanova, Sept. 28; at Yale, 

Oct. 5; Massachusetts, Oct. 19; at Maine, Oct. 26; at 

Richmond, Nov. 2; Delaware, Nov. 9; Boston Univer- 

sity, Nov. 16; at Rhode Island, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Huskies. 

Site: Storrs, Conn. 


DELAWARE 


eral Harold R. (Tubby) Raymond (202-83-2, 25 
years). 

1990 record; 6-5, Yankee: 5-3/T2nd. 

Key tobe Robin Callender, CB; Curt Chastain, C; 
Mark Drozic, K; Scott Griemsmann, DT; Glenn 
Groninger, OT; Mark Hrubar, DE; Tim Irvine, LB; Tim 
Jacobs, CB; Jim Lazarski, RB; Jay Mirabelli, S; Mark 
Toback, 0G; Gene Vadas, P; Bill Vergantino, QB; Rob 
Wolford, LB. 

Strengths: Vergantino has become a perfect option 
quarterback in Delaware's wing-T offense. The de- 
fense will be strong, especially on the line and in the 
secondary, Additionally, the kicking game may be 
the best in the league. 

Weaknesses; Vergantino needs a reliable backup and 
help in the backfield, plus the team is thin at line- 
backer. 

Outlook: If the Blue Hens can establish a running 
game and keep Vergantino healthy, they should 
Challenge for the title. 

Schedule; West Chester (Pa.), Aug. 31; at Mas- 
sachusetts, Sept. 7; at William & Mary, Sept. 14; at 
Rhode Island, Sept. 21; New Hampshire, Oct. 5; at 
Boston University, Oct. 12; Villanova, Oct. 19; at 
Navy, Oct. 26; Maine, Nov. 2; at Connecticut, Nov. 9; 
Richmond, Nov. 16. 

Nickname; Fightin’ Blue Hens. 

Site: Newark, Del. 


MAINE 
Goach: Kirk Ferentz (3-8, 1 year), 
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1990 record: 3-8. Yankee: 2-6/T7th. 
Key players: Paul iy lrg TB; Bill Curry, CB; Dick 
Donahue, 06; Marc Dube, LB; Fred Harner, LB; Dan 
Jones, OT; Kevin McCoy, DT; Jeff Mottola, P/K; 
Jemal Murph, LB; Pete Saulnier, C; Mark Shaw, TE; 
Ben Sirmans, FB; Carl Smith, TB; Craig Thibeau, LB. 
Strengths: Maine should feature a great ground game 
paced by Smith and Capriotti, while Mottola returns 
as a long-distance scoring threat. 
Weaknesses: Ferentz never felt comfortable with ei- 
ther Jeff DelRosso or Bob Zurinskas at quarterback 
last year, but those are his choices again. The Black 
Bears’ secondary must be rebuilt. 
Outlook: Maine struggled to learn Ferentz’s system, 
but that uncomfortable period is over and the Black 
Bears should be better because of it. 
Schedule: Villanova, Sept. 7; Northeastern, Sept. 14; 
Massachusetts, Sept. 21; at New Hampshire, Sept. 
28; Richmond, Oct. 5; at Rutgers, Oct. 12; at Rhode 
Island, Oct. 19; Connecticut, Oct. 26; at Delaware, 
Hoa a at Boston University, Nov. 9; Towson State, 
lov. 16, 
Nickname: Black Bears. 
Site: Orono, Me. 


MASSACHUSETTS 


Coach: Jim Reid (32-22-2, 5 years). 
1990 record; 8-2-1 (including 0-1 in I-AA playoffs). 
Yankee: 7- 1/ 1st. 

ey players: Jerome Bledsoe, TB; Bobby Burke, LB; 
Don Caparotti, CB; Rich Cavanaugh, OT; Kai Dietiker, 
OT; John Johnson, TB; Rich Kane, DT; David 
McGovern, QB; Mario Perry, LB; Matt Rajotte, S; Matt 
Tulley, LB; Ron Villone, TE; Allen Williams, CB; 
Vaughn Williams, S. 
Strongths: A unit that finished second among Division 
|-AA schools in total defense last year returns many 
top players. On offense, the line should be solid, 
Weaknesses: Quarterback Gary Wilkos will miss this 
season recovering from a fractured neck vertebra he 
suffered in 1990. Whoever plays quarterback will 
lack a big-play receiver. 
Outlook: The Minutemen shocked everyone by win- 
ning the conference in '90. But unless someone de- 
velops at quarterback, geste will be difficult. 
Schedule: Delaware, Sept. 7; Holy Cross, Sept. 14; at 
Maine, Sept. 21; at Boston University, Sept. 28; at 
James Madison, Oct. 5; Rhode Island, Oct. 12; at 
Connecticut, Oct. 19; at Northeastern, Nov. 2; Rich- 
mond, Nov. 9; at Villanova, Nov. 16; New Hampshire, 
Nov. 23. 
Nickname; Minutemen. 
Site: Amherst, Mass. 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 


Coach: Bill Bowes ( 122-70-4, 19 years), 
1990 record: 7-3-1. Yankee: 5-3/T2nd. 
Koy players: Geoff Aleva, DT; agit! Bourassa, TB; 
Matt Chmura, TE; David Gamble, WA; Dwayne Gor- 
don, DE; Matt Griffin, QB; Bob Jordan, DB; Chris 
McGrath, LB; John Perry, WA; Chris Porter, OT; Mark 
Powicki, OT; Doug Ruggles, DT; Dwayne Sabb, DE; 
Mark Schneible, 0G. 
Strengths: Scoring shouldn't be a problem for a team 
that returns 11 offensive starters. Bourassa led the 
nation in all-purpose yardage and scoring In 1990. 
Plus, Griffin returns behind a big offensive line that 
should offer plenty of protection. 
Weaknesses: All three linebacker spots are up for 
rabs, and the Wildcats need a noseguard. The kick- 
ng game is shaky as three players vie for duties, 
Outlook: Scoreboard een need to keep plenty of 
light bulbs on hand when the Wildcats come to town. 
Games will be exciting, and the experience of chal- 
lenging for last year's title should make New Hamp- 
shire a contender. 
Schedule: At Marshall, Sept. 7; Connecticut, Sept. 14; 
Hofstra, Sept. 21; Maine, Sept. 28; at Delaware, Oct. 
5; Richmond, Oct. 12; at Northeastern, Oct. 26; Bos- 
ton University, Nov. 2; at Villanova, Nov. 9; Rhode Is- 
land, Nov. 16; at Massachusetts, Nov. 23, 
Nickname: Wildcats. 
Site: Durham, N.H. 


RHODE ISLAND 
Coach: Bob Griffin (72-92-1, 15 years; 93-112-1 
overall, 19 years). 
1990 record: 5-6. Yankee: 2-6/T7th. 
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Key players: John Caruso, NG; Chris Cassara, P/K; 
Doug Clark, LB; Todd Coviello, LB; Peter Doremus, 
LB; John Klumbach, DT; Mike Monti, OT; John New- 
son, TB; Chris Pierce, WR; Darren Rizzi, TE; Mike 
Rogers, FL; Monty Scott, CB; David Slattery, LB; 
Brian Thomas, S. 

Strengths: Griffin is happy to welcome back Newson, 
who ranked second in the league in rushing and 
scoring last year. In addition to Newson, Pierce re- 
turns after leading the Rams in all-purpose yardage 
in 1990. On defense, opponents should avoid Klum- 
bach, who had a team-high six sacks last year. 
Weaknesses: The secondary is hurt by the loss of All- 
America Kevin Smith, while the offensive line is un- 
distinguished and the quarterback spot is unsettled. 
Outlook: The Rams started a surprising 3-0 last year, 
then lost five straight before winning two of their last 
three games. rralypndechy and winning close games 
are keys to i aha n'91. 

Schedule: At Richmond, Sept. 14; Delaware, Sept. 21; 
at Towson State, Sept. 28; at Brown, Oct. 5; at Mas- 
sachusetts, Oct. 12; Maine, Oct. 19; at Boston Uni- 
versity, Oct. 26; Villanova, Nov. 2; Northeastern, 
Nov. 9; at New Hampshire, Nov. 16; Connecticut, 
Nov, 23. 

Nickname; Rams. 

Site: Kingston, R.I. 


Coach: Jim Marshall (2-20, 2 years). 

1990 record: 1-10. Yankee: 1-7/9th. 

Key pee Vidal Adams, RB; Brandon Bonser, NG; 
Sterling Brown, WR; Mike Davis, DT; Eric Johnson, 
LB; Karl Johnson, RB; Matt Joyce, DT; Charlie Ken- 
non, DB; Randy Kesselring, LB; Greg Lilly, OB; Scott 
Mahone, FB; Tracey Parker, DE; Chris Owens, DB; 
Tom White, OT. 

Strengths: The Spiders aren't strong in any one area, 
but the squad does possess good overall experience. 
Marshall boasts enough players that know his sys- 
tem and understand Yankee football to compete. 
Weaknesses: The Spiders’ secondary will need a talent 
infusion with the departure of three starters. Kicker 
Rob Courter, the school's all-time leading scorer, 
must be replaced. 

Outlook: The Spiders finally have a realistic chance to 
escape the cellar. The players gained some valuable 
confidence by playing competitively in many games 
last year, and they should build on that this season. 
Schedule: Rhode Island, Sept. 14; Villanova, Sept. 21; 
Virginia Military Institute, Mg 28; at Maine, Oct. 5; 
at New Hampshire, Oct. 12; Boston University, Oct. 
19; at James Madison, Oct. 26; Connecticut, Nov. 2; 
at Massachusetts, Nov. 9; at Delaware, Nov. 16; at 
William & Mary, Nov, 23. 

Nickname: Spiders. 

Site; Richmond, Va. 


VILLANOVA 
Coach: Andy Talley (38-19-1, 6 years; 65-37-2 
overall, 11 years). 
1990 record: 6-5. Yankee: 5-3/T2nd. 
Key ap srt Tom Colombo, QB; Randy Crane, 0G; 
Sean Downes, DT; Curtis Eller, LB; Chris 
poe DT; Harold Hart, FL; Jeff Johnson, FB; 
Mike Jones, FB; Pat Kennedy, TB; Kevin Long, S; 
Chuck Murray, S; Willie Oshodin, DT; Brad Parpan, 
QB; Scott Thompson, SE. 
Strengths: A defense featuring Grychowski, Eller and 
Long should be solid. The Wildcats also have a 
strong group of running backs, led by the ‘Presiden- 
tial Backfield" of Kennedy and Johnson, 
Weaknesses: The passing game was shaky at times 
last year, but Parpan should be No. 1 this year. The 
offensive line, prone to injury in 1990, lacks cohe- 
siveness. 
Outlook: Villanova was happy to finish 6-5 last year 
in what was feared to be a rebuilding season. Now 
Talley welcomes back many starters, and if Parpan 
Settles in at quarterback, the Wildcats should con- 
tend for the title. 
Schedule; At Maine, Sept. 7; at Bucknell, Sept. 14; at 
Richmond, Sept. 21; Connecticut, Sept. 28; Boston 
University, Oct. 5; at Delaware, Oct. 19; William & 
Mary, Oct. 26; at Rhode Island, Nov. 2; New Hamp- 
shire, Nov. 9; Massachusetts, Nov. 16: at Fordham, 
Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Wildcats. 
Site: Villanova, Pa, 
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Georgia Southern cornerbacks 
pound and surround opponents 


By TOM WHEATLEY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


m ikea four-leaf clover, a good cor- 

} nerback is hard to find. Teams 
HaMM™ that have one aré considered 
lucky. But teams like Georgia Southern 
that feature two talented, complemen- 
tary cornerbacks—one a tenacious, 
coverage-oriented player and the other 
a ferocious hitter—must have been 
touched by the Irish gods, 

Tim Stowers is the fortunate head 
coach who benefits from the consider- 
able talents of Georgia Southern cor- 
nerbacks Rodney Oglesby and Kevin 
Whitley. He knows his rare defensive 
backfield daily double has something to 
do with the Eagles’ status as reigning 
Division I-AA champions, 

“Oglesby is the best true corner, if 
you want to think in terms of covering 
man-to-man,” Stowers said. “Whitley is 
more of a hitter. He can cover a guy 
man-to-man, but he doesn’t have the 
kind of feet that Rodney has.” 

At 5-foot-10 and 165 pounds, Oglesby 
is the smaller of the two. His diminutive 
stature and quickness allow him to 
excel as a coverage man and double as 
a punt returner. Whitley's 5-10, 186- 
pound frame, on the other hand, seems 
built for bruising bodies. 

Aside from their differing physiques 
and styles of play, the two are strik- 
ingly similar. 

“Both of them have got pretty good 
speed, around 4.6 in the 40," Stowers 
said. “Both of them are seniors. Both of 
them are good students. Both of them 
are Georgia boys. They've played an 
awful lot of football here. I don’t see 
how they can help but be leaders, And 
they both lead by example.” 

Oglesby has set a-particularly good 
example, netting All-America honors 
as a freshman and junior while inter- 
cepting 11 career passes. 


“I don’t ever raise my voice about 
anything,” he said. “I'm really calm. 
... 1 can be outspoken, too, if I have to. 
But you don’t have to say something. 
Just do it. Let other people talk about 
it.” 

People have had plenty to talk about, 
too. After three years as a starter, 
Oglesby owns 113 career tackles. But 
even though he’s an accounting major 
who likes to work with numbers, he lets 
others add up his gridiron damage. 

Whitley also has inflicted plenty of 
damage over the last three years at 
Georgia Southern, totaling 110 tackles 
and seven interceptions. He draws in- 
spiration from his family's football her- 
itage, which includes his younger 
brother, Billy, a junior tailback at 
Furman. But his father, whom Whitley 
says had a tryout at cornerback with 
the Philadelphia Eagles, passed along 
the hitting ability that has become his 
trademark. 

“I'm just built like that,” Whitley 
said. “It's just something my dad built 
into me.” And keeps building. 

“My dad comes to the games,” Whit- 
ley said, “and after they're over, he'll 
tell me what I did wrong. Even my 
mother, Marie, gets in on that. [havea 
very supportive family. At this last 
championship game, when we beat Ne- 
vada-Reno, I had 17 people there from 
my family. If my parents aren’t down 
here watching me, they're up there at 
Furman watching my brother.” 

Stowers believes the pros will be 
watching his cornerbacks, too. 

“I think the pros will look at both of 
them pretty heavy,” Stowers said. “It 
depends how well they run for the 
scouts when they come by.” 

Just a reminder for scouts who can't 
keep the two straight: Oglesby is the 
guy sticking to receivers like bad 
breath. Whitley is the guy knocking the 
breath out of them. @ 


the market: Georgia Southern features two talented, complementary 
cornerbacks in Kevin Whitley (foreground) and Rodney Oglesby. 
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2. WILLIAM & MARY 
3. YOUNGSTOWN STATE 
4. LIBERTY 
5. CENTRAL FLORIDA 
6. ARKANSAS STATE 
7, SAMFORD 
8. WESTERN KENTUCKY 
9. TOWSON STATE 
10. JAMES MADISON 
11. NORTHEASTERN 


yEF EINL 


OFFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
BRIAN JAMES, Samford, Sr. 
L.G. PARRISH, Liberty, Sr. 
MARK THOMAS, Liberty, Sr. 
BRITT EADS, Arkansas State, Sr. 
GUY EARLE, Western Kentucky, Sr. 
GREG KALINYAK, William & Mary, Sr. 
GREG LOHR, Towson State, Jr. 
CHRIS THURMAN, James Madison, Jr. 
CHRIS HAKEL, William & Mary, Sr. 
WILLIE ENGLISH, Central Florida, Jr. 
ROBERT GREEN, William & Mary, Sr. 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School, Class 
STEVE BUSSOLETTI, Ga. Southern, Sr. 
PAT DANKO, Youngstown State, Sr. 
ROB KANTERMAN, Northeastern, Sr. 
KEVIN BROWN, Youngstown State, Sr. 
RICK HAMILTON, Central Florida, Jr. 
BOB SPITULSKI, Central Florida, Sr. 
SHANNON VISSMAN, James Madison, Sr. 
BOBBY GREEN, Liberty, Sr. 
RODNEY OGLESBY, Georgia Southern, Sr. 
DERRICK TONEY, Arkansas State, Sr. 
KEVIN WHITLEY, Georgia Southern, Sr. 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School, Class 
JEFF WILKINS, Youngstown State, Soph. 
BRANDON TSETSILAS, Northeastern, Jr. 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE 

Chris 

Hakel, 

QB, William & Mary 


DEFENSE 

Rodney 

Oglesby, 

CB, Georgia Southern 


INDEPENDENTS TEAM CHARTS 


ARKANSAS STATE 


Coach: Al Kincaid (3-7-1, 1 year; 32-36-1 overall, 6 
years). 
1990 record: 3-7-1. 
Key players: Cedric Buckley, LB; Kendricke Bullard, 
WR; Chris Collier, RB; Roy Collier, CB; Britt Eads, OT; 
Larry Harris, FB; Roy Johnson, QB; Marcus Lawson, 
LB; Derrick Toney, S; Phillip Wells, CB. 
Strengths: Quarterback Johnson, who set an Ar- 
kansas State total-offense record last year. Alter- 
nating fullbacks Harris and Troy Mabone and speed- 
ster Bullard also are major pluses. 
Weaknesses: Kincaid has some holes to fill in the de- 
fensive line and needs to bolster the linebacking. 
Outlook: Arkansas State, which will gain I-A status 
next season, yielded 34 or more points in six games 
last season and might be sieve-like again. 
Schedule: At Colorado State, er 31; Northwestern 
State, Sept. 7; at Northern Illinois, Sept. 14; at 
Memphis State, Sept. 21; Louisiana Tech, Sept. 28; 
Central Florida, Oct. 5; at Louisiana State, Oct. 12; at 
Akron, Oct. 19; Southwest Missouri State, Oct. 26; 
ae (Ala.) State, Nov. 9; Southwestern Louisiana, 
lov. 16. 


Nickname: Indians. 
Site: Jonesboro, Ark. 


CENTRAL FLORIDA 


Coach: Gene McDowell (42-28, 6 years). 

1990 record: 10-4 (including 2-1 in !-AA playoffs). 
Key players: Eric Buckley, S; Bret Cooper, WR; Willie 
English, FB; Alex Goforth, OT; Franco Grilla, K; Rick 
Hamilton, LB; Ron Johnson, QB; Bob Knott, DT; 
Shane Law, S; David Rhodes, WR; Bob Spitulski, LB. 
Streagths: English rushed for 13 touchdowns last 
year. Goforth returns for his fourth year as a starter. 
Hamilton and Spitulski, two quick linebackers, are 
solid players, and Knott is an effective pass rusher. 
Weaknesses: McDowell must supplant his two top re- 
ceivers of a year ago. Goforth is the only returnee on 
the offensive line, Quarterback help is essential. 
Outlsok: The Knights aren't expected to match their 
exploits of a year ago. Still, they should be exciting. 
Schedule: Troy (Ala.) State, Aug. 31; at James Mad- 
ison, Sept. 7; at Valdosta (Ga.) State, Sept. 14; East 
Carolina, Sept. 21; Bethune-Cookman, Sept. 28; at 
Arkansas State, Oct. 5; Samford, Oct. 12; at Georgia 
Southern, Oct. 26; Savannah (Ga.) State, Nov. 2; at 
Liberty, Nov. 9; Millersville (Pa.), Nov. 16. 

Wicknams: Knights. 

Site: Orlando, Fla. 


GEORGIA SOUTHERN 


Coach: Tim Stowers (12-3, 1 year). 

1990 record: 12-3 (including 4-0 in l-AA playoffs). 
Key players: Dery! Belser, SE; Steve Bussoletti, DE; 
Mark Giles, S; Curtis Gordon, NG; Jim Mutimer, S; 
Rodney Oglesby, CB; Pat Parr, NG; Rusty Parrish, C; 
Terrence Sorrell, SE; Kevin Whitley, CB. 

Strengths: ‘Mr. Deep Threat” Sorrell and “Mr. Short 
Threat” Belser return. Four starters are back on the 
offensive line. Standouts Bussoletti and Parr head 
the defensive line. Oglesby is a superb cornerback. 
Weaknesses: The Eagles lack an experienced quarter- 
back to run the flexbone offense. 

Outlosk: The Eagles might win their fifth I-AA title in 
seven years. 

Schedule: At Auburn, Aug. 31; Savannah (Ga.) State, 
Sept. 7; at Northwestern State, Sept. 14; at Florida 
A&M, Sept. 21; at Eastern Kentucky, Oct. 5; Western 
Carolina, Oct. 12; at James Madison, Oct. 19; Central 
Florida, Oct. 26; Youngstown State, Nov. 2; Troy 
(Ala.) State, Nov. 16; Nicholls State, Nov. 23. 
Hickname: Eagles. 

Site: Statesboro, Ga. 


JAMES MADISON 
Coach: Rip Scherer (first year as head coach). 
1990 record: 5-6 


Key players: Richard Bryant, LB; Tom Green, QB; 
Richard Grevious, S; Dwayne Hayes, WR; Don 
Phelps, CB; Joe Sparksman, FB; Chris Thurman, 0G; 
Shannon Vissman, LB; Eriq Williams, QB. 

Strengths: Vissman and Grevious are defensive stal- 
warts, and Bryant is another strong player. Quarter- 
back Williams ran for 764 yards in '90. Sparksman 
averaged 6.7 yards out of his fullback slot. 
Weaknesses: Lack of depth at linebacker and in the 
secondary. The offensive line needs an overhaul. 


Outlook The defense should keep the Dukes in most 


ames. 
Schedule: At Virginia Tech, Aug. 31; Central Florida, 
Sept. 7; at Appalachian State, Sept. 21; at William & 
Mary, Sept. 28; Massachusetts, Oct. 5; Towson 
State, Oct. 12; Georgia Southern, Oct. 19; Richmond, 
Oct. 26; at Liberty, Nov. 2; at Youngstown State, Nov. 
9; at Northeastern, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Dukes. 

Site: Harrisonburg, Va. 


LIBERTY 


Coach: Sam ocorene (14-7, 2 years). 
1990 record: 7-4. 

Key players: Bryant Bowden, OL; Neal Bryant, NG; 
Adrian Cherry, RB; Dion Cook, WR; Jeff Curtis, LB; 
Bobby Green, S; Robbie Justino, QB; Shelton Lewis, 
CB; J.D. McDuffie, OT; Pat Nelson, WR; L.G. Parrish, 
WR; Mark Thomas, TE; Calvin Thompson, CB. 
Strengths: Justino threw for 3,076 yards and 24 
touchdowns last season. Speedster Parrish and 
Nelson return at wide receiver. Three starters are 
back in the secondary. 

Weaknesses: The defensive line lacks experience. 
Running back help also is needed. 

Outlook: The Flames will need all the offense they can 
muster while playing a demanding schedule. 
Schedule; At Boise State, Sept. 7; at Furman, Sept. 14; 
West Virginia Tech, Sept. 21; at Morehead State, Oct. 
5; at Delaware State, Oct. 12; at Youngstown State, 
Oct. 19; Towson State, Oct. 28; James Madison, Nov. 
2; Central Florida, Nov. 9; Kutztown (Pa.), Nov. 16; 
at Samford, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Flames. 

Site: Lynchburg, Va. 


NORTHEASTERN 
Coach: Barry Gallup (first year as head coach). 
1990 polls 1-10. 
Key players: Glen Coletti, OT; Rob Kanterman, DT; 
Albert Quintero, NG; Ralph Renzi, CB; David Rusk, K; 
Mark Salisbury, S; Brandon Tsetsilas, WR/P; Kevin 
Weaver, DT. 
Strengths: Coletti leads a solid offensive line. Tset- 
silas is a receiving threat and also holds down the 
punting chores. The defensive line is headed by pass 
rushers Kanterman and Quintero. 
Weaknesses: Quarterback and running back are 
question marks. There is little depth overall. 
Outlook: Gallup has sacked the wishbone for a pass- 
ing offense, but manpower-shy Northeastern figures 
to i ng anyway. 
Schedule: At Colgate, Sept. 7; at Maine, Sept. 14; at 
Youngstown State, Sept. 28; Lock Haven (Pa.), Oct. 
5; at Lehigh, Oct. 12; Towson State, Oct. 19; New 
Hampshire, Oct. 26; Massachusetts, Nov. 2; at Rhode 
Island, Nov. 9; Delaware State, Nov. 16; James Mad- 
ison, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Huskies. 
Site: Boston. 


SAMFORD 
Coach: Terry Bowden (25-17-1, 4 years; 45-30-1 
overall, 7 years). 
1990 record: 6-4-1. 
Key players: Charles Buford, NG; Marcus Durgin, CB; 
Bryan Fisher, TE; Brian James, WR; Tony James, LB; 
Chip Money, OT; Dwayne Moore, TE; David Primus, 
CB; J.C. Roper, WR; Donnie Rory, RB; Ollie Sanders, 
LB; Henry Thomas, LB; Ben Wiggins, QB. 
Strengths: Eighteen returning starters, a talented 
corps of wide receivers headed by Brian James and a 
much-improved defense. 
Weaknesses: Gone are Samford's all-time No. 1 pass- 
er (Ted Darby) and rusher (Brady Jones). 
Outlook: The Bulldogs will have 22 redshirt freshmen 
on hand as they tackle an imposing schedule. 
Schedule Harding (Ark.), Aug. 31; Morehead State, 
Sept. 7; at East Tennessee State, Sept. 14; Ten- 
nessee Tech, Sept. 21; at Southeast Missouri State, 
Oct. 5; at Central Florida, Oct. 12; at Alabama State, 
Oct. 19; at Western Carolina, Oct. 26; Troy (Ala.) 
State, Nov. 2; at William & Mary, Nov. 16; Liberty, 
Nov. 23. 
Nickname; Bulldogs. 
Site: Birmingham, Ala. 
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TOWSON STATE 


Coach: Phil Albert ( 116-81-3, 19 years). 

1990 record: 2-9. 

Key players; Kevin Howard, SE; Robbie Jackson, TB; 
Joe Kreisher, LB; John Loch, OT; Greg Lohr, 0G. 
Strengths: Jackson was the Tigers’ top ground ia 
and No, 2 receiver a year ago. Howard made 50 re- 
ceptions. Fifteen other starters also return. 
Weaknesses: Quarterback, where Albert must pick be- 
tween a redshirt freshman and an inexperienced 
sophomore. The defense appears subpar overall. 
Outlook: Albert has quantity, but how about quality? 
Schedule: Boston University, Sept. 14; Delaware 
State, Sept. 21; Rhode Island, Sept. 28; Indiana 
(Pa.), Oct. 5; at James Madison, Oct. 12; at North- 
eastern, Oct. 19; at Liberty, Oct. 26; Hofstra (N.Y.), 
Nov. 2; at Howard, Nov. 9; at Maine, Nov. 16; 
Youngstown State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname: Tigers. 

Site; Towson, Md. 


WESTERN KENTUCKY 


Coach: Jack Harbaugh (8-13, 2 years; 33-40-3 over- 
all, 7 years). 

1990 record: 2-8. 

Key players: Milton Biggins, TE; Brian Canoy, DT; 
Herb Davis, TB; Guy Earle, OT; Dwayne Haun, SE. 
Strengths: The offensive line returns four starters. 
Davis will be the Hilltoppers’ No. 1 ballcarrier—he 
ran for 657 yards last year. Haun made almost one- 
third of the team’s receptions and is a dangerous 
punt returner. The defense has a solid nucleus. 
Weaknesses: Western Kentucky's most experienced 
quarterback threw only 14 passes last season. 
Outlook: If a leader steps forward at quarterback, 
Western Kentucky could have a decent season. 
Schedule: At Austin Peay State, Sept. 7; Murray State, 
Sept. 14; Morehead State, Sept. 21; Middle Ten- 
nessee State, Oct. 5; at Eastern Kentucky, Oct. 12; 
Troy (Ala.) State, Oct. 19; Northern lowa, Oct. 26; at 
UT-Chattanooga, Nov. 2; Eastern Illinois, Nov. 9; at 
Indiana State, Nov. 16; at Illinois State, Nov. 23. 
Nickname: Hilltoppers. 

Site: Bowling Green, Ky. 


WILLIAM & MARY 
Coach: Jimmye Laycock (68-56-2, 11 years). 
1990 record: 10-3 (including 1-1in1-AA playoffs). 
Key players: Chris Dawson, K/P; Tom Dexter, LB; 
Robert Green, TB; Chris Hakel, OB; Greg Kalinyak, C; 
Eric Lambert, S; Jeff Nielsen, LB; Joe Person, TE. 
Strengths: Hakel was seventh in total offense among 
|-AA players in 1990 and Green was No. 8 among 
rushers. Seven defensive starters return. 
Weaknesses: The Tribe's two top receivers of a year 
ago are gone. 
Outlook: The Tribe might vie for national honors. 
Schedule; At Boston University, Sept. 7; Delaware, 
Sept. 14; at Navy, Sept. 21; James Madison, Sept. 28; 
at North Carolina, Oct. 5; at Mel Military Insti- 
tute, Oct. 12; The Citadel, Oct. 19; at Villanova, Oct. 
26; at Lehigh, Nov. 2; Samford, Nov. 16; Richmond, 
Nov, 23. 
Nickname: Tribe. 
Site: Williamsburg, Va. 


YOUNGSTOWN STATE 


Coach: Jim Tressel (34-25, 5 years). 

1990 record: 11-1 (including 0-1 in |-AA playoffs). 
Key ekg Andre Ballinger, WR; Kevin Brown, LB; 
Pat Danko, NG; Ray Isaac, QB; Jeff Wilkins, K/P. 
Strengths: Isaac has quarterbacked the Penguins to 
two straight playoff appearances. Ballinger again 
will be a threat at wide receiver. The top three tack- 
lers from '90 return. The secondary will be bad: f 
Weaknesses: The Penguins are thin at running back 
and not particularly deep in the receiving corps. 
Outlook: The Penguins are pretty solid on both sides 
of the ball and should reach postseason play. 
Schedule; Edinboro (Pa.), Sept. 7; at Delaware State, 
Sept. 14; Morgan State, Sept. 21; Northeastern, Sept. 
28; at Stephen F. Austin State, Oct. 5; at Akron, Oct. 
12; Liberty, Oct. 19; at Georgia Southern, Nov. 2; 
James Madison, Nov. 9; Slippery Rock (Pa.), Nov. 
16; at Towson State, Nov. 23. 

Nickname; Penguins. 

Site: Youngstown, 0. 


Text by Don Hansen. 
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Division IT standout is hard-nosed, hardheaded 


By TOM WHEATLEY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


Fi Wel att Brace was destined to be a 
Mam middle linebacker. But that 
| We was painfully clear long before 
this classic tough guy earned third- 
team Division II All-America honors at 
St. Joseph’s College last year. 

Never mind that Brace is a senior po- 
litical science major whose academic 
bent is pre-law. Or that he has a lighter 
side that explains the wool kilt he wore 
at a college winter dance and the Ber- 
muda shorts and tuxedo he wore at his 
high school prom. Or that he is a mild- 
mannered resident assistant in his 
Rensselaer, Ind., dormitory. 

Forget all of that. Brace, a St. 
Joseph's football captain since his soph- 
omore year, was born and bred to bea 
middle linebacker. 

“He’s not demented,” St. Joseph’s 
Coach Bill Reagan said, “but he is kind 
of a throwback.” 

From the moment his parents named 
him, Brace seemed destined to be a 
linebacker. Larry and Jackie Brace 
gave Matthew, the second of their eight 
children, the middle name “Lester” in 
honor of Brace’s maternal grandfather. 
The resulting initials: M.L.B., as in 
middle linebacker. “It wasn’t planned 
that way,” Larry said. 

It took the Braces only nine months 
to discover that their new son had the 
toughness of a middle linebacker. 

“He'd scale a five-foot Cyclone fence 
in the backyard,” Larry said. “He didn’t 
know how to get down, so he’d just fall. 
There'd be a thud. He’d cry a little, but 
you’d pick him up and he'd seem to be 
all right. But we were wondering if he 
was gonna be a mush-head for life.” 

As a 3-year-old, Brace tried teaching 
himself to ride a bicycle. ‘“‘He’d be 
standing on top of the fence to push the 
handlebars and get the bike going so he 
could jump on,” Larry said. 

Then came the day Matt's mother 
will never forget. Four-year-old Matt 
got mad and deliberately ran through 
their sliding-glass door, shattering one 
side. He then turned around in the 
house and busted through the other 
side, shattering it. 

“He severed his thumb almost com- 
pletely off and sliced his arm from his 
elbow to his wrist,” Jackie said. 

The youngster had a typically illogi- 
cal reason for that dangerous stunt. 

“We were playing sandlot football in 
the backyard and my older brother 
Larry cheated,” Brace said. “He went 
on a silent count, and they kind of snuck 
it over the sidewalk and scored. 

“So I proceeded to start beating on 
him. I have a real bad temper. So I went 
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No holds barred: Linebacker Matt Brace 
(left) finds ballcarriers are easier to bring 
down than glass doors. 


SED 


nuts, and my mom came out. She said if 
I’m not quiet, the rest of the day would 
be spent inside. So I took off at full 
speed and ran through the glass, then 
ran back through the other side. I ended 
up with 54 stitches. My mom started 
screaming. I was in shock.” 

But not from the injury. “I thought I 
was gonna be in trouble with my dad,” 
Brace said. 

“He’s always been afraid of his fa- 
ther,” Jackie said. 

Matt got really frightened when the 
rescue vehicle arrived. 

“They had no ambulances available, 
so they brought a police car,” he said. “I 
thought they were coming to arrest me. 
I thought: ‘Uh-oh, I’m dead. My dad is 
gonna kill me.’ ” 

As it turned out, Brace almost han- 
dled that detail himself. 

“The policeman said Matt was lucky 
he didn’t hit an artery, or he’d have bled 
to death,” Jackie said. “They took him 
to the hospital and had to do a skin 
graft. He liked that. He thought he was 
the Bionic Man. That was on TV then. 
He was sure his arm was something 
special.” 

It seems Brace was always special— 
in his own way. Part of it was nature— 
the hardheaded way he is about things 
in general. And part of it was nur- 
ture—the hard-nosed way his father in- 
structed him to play the game. The re- 
sult is a 5-foot-11, 221-pound package of 
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power that beckons memories of 
former pro linebacking greats Ray 
Nitschke, Tommy Nobis and Dick But- 
kus, who just happened to be Brace’s 
first idol. 

Butkus was a natural first idol for 
Brace, considering his reckless aban- 
don and the fact that his family lived in 
Suburban Chicago before moving to 
Kankakee, IIl., just after Brace started 
grade school. 

“When I was about 4, for Christmas 
my dad gave my brother a Gale Sayers 
jersey,” Brace said. “I got a Dick But- 
kus jersey. He had number 40, I had 
number 51. My dad brings us aside and 
says, ‘Larry’s a running back, like Gale 
Sayers, and Matt’s a middle linebacker, 
like Dick Butkus.’ ” 

The youngsters used to go outside 
and practice ramming into each other, 
running back vs. linebacker. 

The boys’ father had done his share of 
ramming as a linebacker at St. Rita 
High School in Chicago, where one of 
his assistant coaches was George Per- 
les, now head coach and athletic direc- 
tor at Michigan State. Injuries ham- 
pered Larry Sr. during his high school 
career, but he learned the essence of 
the game, which he loved. 

“The head coach had been a Marine 
colonel in World War II,” he said, “and 
conditioning was his big thing. That, 
and doing things right to minimize your 
injuries.” 

That was why Larry Brace took a 
keen interest in the football develop- 
ment of his two oldest boys. 

“I went out and watched these junior 
football teams play,” he said, “and it 
seemed like these kids were always get- 
ting hurt. I saw these coaches teaching 
‘em to lead with their heads, which is 
dangerous. 

“So I started coaching. I wanted to 
get ’em conditioned properly and teach 
‘em the right techniques. I told the boys 
they had to be fresh in the fourth quar- 
ter. AndI came from a different time of 
football. Very physical.” 

Both Larry Jr. and Matt were willing 
pupils. Larry Jr. became a two-way 
lineman in high school. But Matt be- 
came an animal. 

“He’s a very physical kid,” Larry Sr. 
understated, “and he was a hardhead.” 

Matt was anxious to put his hard- 
headedness to work on the football field 
in grade school, but his mother insisted 
that he wait until the seventh grade. 

“As a mother, I didn’t like football,” 
Jackie said. “But as a mom, I’m sort of 
glad there’s an outlet for someone as 
aggressive as Matt. Had he lived a thou- 
sand years ago, I think he would have 
been a gladiator.” 


Brace remembers how thrilled he 
was when he finally got to play: “I’m so 
excited, but I’ve got no idea how to put 
the stuff on. I’ve got my thigh pads on 
backward. My dad shows me how to put 
the stuff on right, and I put my helmet 
on and we go outside. 

“He says, ‘You've got to learn to take 
a hit.’ And he just smashes me upside 
the head. It jerks my head around. And 
he says, ‘You’ve got to be able to take 
this,’ and he hits me again. 

“It was just a couple of raps on the 
helmet, a couple jolts to the head to see 
what it’s like. Well, my eyes were rat- 
tling around—big-time. They’re start- 
ing to get adjusted, and I thought, ‘Hey, 
if I can do this, I’m ready to go.’ 

“But then he says, ‘Get in your stance 
and fire out.’ SoI throw my arms out as 
far as I can in front of me and land on 
my chest and face. When you're in sev- 
enth grade, you don’t have much of a 
chest. It’s like a magnet to the ground.” 

It wasn’t long before Brace’s football 
exploits drew him to the local hospital 
like a magnet. “It was always some- 
thing,” Larry said. “He was always get- 
ting stitches or having concussions.” 

All of Brace’s bumps and bruises paid 
off at Bishop McNamara High School in 
Kankakee, where he started on three 
state championship teams, and in col- 
lege—although he said St. Joseph’s has 
no drills as rough as his father’s. 

“I did hit a guy here so hard I broke 
my helmet,” Brace said. “I don’t put my 
head down. That’s dangerous. You 
mark them with your nose. [ hit the guy 
and broke my face mask and ripped it 
right off my helmet.” 

Brace has no regrets about not break- 
ing his helmet on Division I foes. He has 
been disappointed, however, in the 11- 
19 record St. Joseph’s has compiled in 
his first three years. 

“We were 3-7 last year,” he said, “and 
that’s three more games than I lost in 
four years of high school. Our people, a 
lot of them, don’t expect to win. See, I 
don’t care if we’re supposed to win. I be- 
lieve, in any game, we can beat any- 
body.” 

Brace can be persuasive. He is trying 
to pique the interest of pro scouts who 
question his speed. After running a 
slow five-second 40-yard dash for one 
scout who showed up unexpectedly, 
Brace improved to 4.8 when the scout 
returned. 

“This scout said I was top of the list 
for Division II,’ Brace said, ‘which 
doesn’t mean anything to me. I want to 
be in an NFL camp next summer. He 
said if I play as well as I did last year, I 
could get a free-agent tryout. 

“T told him I wanted to get drafted. 
He said if I improved a little on last 
year, I probably could. I said, ‘Consider 
it done.’ I plan on playing 10 times bet- 
ter.” 

And if the scouts still aren’t con- 
vinced? Let’s hope his dorm doesn’t 
come equipped with sliding-glass 
doors. @ 


PREDICTIONS |_ 


L 
; 2 QB 

1. NORTH DAKOTA STATE RB 
Goach: Rocky Hager. RB 
1990 record: 14-0 (including 4-0 in PK 
playoffs). Conference: 9-0/ 1st. : 

2. PITTSBURG STATE sa 
Coach: Chuck Broyles. : DL 
1990 record: 12-1 (including 2-1 in DL 
playoffs). Conference: 9-0/ ist. DL 

3.GRANDVALLEYSTATE [8 
Coach: Brian pelye s LB 
1990 record: 10-2 (ioeting. 0- 1 in. LB 
playoffs). Conference: 9- Ls DB 

4. INDIANA (PA.) Pap 

Coach: FrankCignetti, : DB 

1990 record: 12-2 Le 3- 1 in Pp 
a playoffs). Conference: 6- O/ ist. eS “ 
5. EAST TEXAS STATE _ ne 

~ Coach: Eddie Vowell, PK 
1990 record: 10-3 (ining i 1 in - P 
“ - playoffs). Conference: 7-O/tst 


. NORTH ALABAMA 

Coach: Bobby Wallace. on 
1990 record: 8-3 (including 0- tin a: : 

“ offs). Conference: 6-2/T2nd, e 


_ 7. WOFFORD (S.C.) 


Coach: Mike Ayers. 
1990 record: 9-3 (including 0-1 in play- 
offs). Independent. 


8. MISSISSIPPI COLLEGE 
Coach: To be announced. © 
1990 record: 11-2 {including 24 in 
playoffs). Conference: 8-0/ ist. 


9. NORTHERN COLORADO 
Coach: Joe Glenn. : 
1990 record: 7-4 (including 0-1in oc Z 
offs). Conference: 6-3/3rd. 
10. EDINBORO (PA.) 


“Coach: Tom Hollman. — 
1990 record: 9-3 (including 1- tin play 


offs). Conference: 5- 1/2nd. 


1990 LEADERS. 
(Returning players only) 

Rushing: Shawn Graves, Wofford (S.C.), 147.1 yds./ 
game (151 att., 1,324 yds., 17 TDs, 8.8 avg. ). 

Passing efficiency: Tony Aliucci, Indiana (Pa.), 172 
rating pts. (181 att., 111 comp., 21 TDs, 1,801 yds.). 
Total offense: Andy Breault, Kutztown (Pa.), 288.5 
yds./game (30 yds. rushing, 3,143 yds. passing, 
3,173 total yds. ). 

Receiving: Mark Steinmeyer, Kutztown (Pa.), 7.8 
rec./game (86 rec., 940 yds., 5 TDs, 10.9 avg.). 
Scoring: Eric Lynch, Grand Valley State (Mich.), 12 
pts./game (21 TDs, 2 PATs, 0 FGs, 128 pts.). 
Punting: Doug O'Neil, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, 45.8 
avg. (57 punts, 2,608 yds. ). 

Punt returns: Ron West, Pittsburg (Kan.) State, 16.9 
avg. (23 att., 388 yds, 1 TD). 

Kickoff returns: Ron West, Pittsburg (Kan.) State, 
29.8 avg. ( 15 att., 447 yds., 1TD). 

Field goals: Mike Estrella, St. Mary's (Calif.), 1.6 FG/ 
game ( 16/22 FG, 72.7%). 

Interceptions: Eric Turner, East Texas State, .90 int./ 
game (10 int., 105 yds., 1 TD). 
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ALL-AMERICA TEAM 


. Name, School 


Mississippi College 70, Wofford (S.C.) 19 
Jacksonville (Ala.) State 38, North Alabama 14 
Indiana (Pa.) 48, Winston-Salem (N.C.) State 0 
Edinboro (Pa.) 38, Virginia Union 14 

North Dakota State 17, Northern Colorado 7 

Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 14, Cal State Northridge 7 
Pittsburg (Kan.) State 59, Northeast Missouri St. 3 
East Texas State 20, Grand Valley State (Mich.) 14 


Indiana 27, Mississippi College 8 
North Dakota State 39, Pittsburg State 29 


North Dakota State 51, Indiana 11 


OFFENSE 


Andrew Hill, Indiana (Pa.) 

Christopher Holder, Tuskegee ( Ala.) 
Fontaine Walker, Northeast Missouri State 
Tom Colter, Wofford (S.C.) 

Eric Jonassen, Bloomsburg (Pa.) 
Dwayne Phorne, East Texas State 
Curtis Rose, Edinboro (Pa.) 

Chris Tiede, Grand Valley State (Mich.) 
Tony Aliucci, Indiana (Pa.) 

Darren Dawson, Pittsburg (Kan.) State 
Eric Lynch, Grand Valley State (Mich.) 
James Jenkins, Pittsburg (Kan.) State 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School 


Jim Cramer, Grand Valley State ( Mich.) 
Mike Elwood, Slippery Rock (Pa.) 

Erik Petersen, Northwest Missouri State 
Matt Brace, St. Joseph's (Ind. ) 

Jay Jones, Abilene (Tex.) Christian 
Shane Tafoya, Pittsburg (Kan.) State 
Todd Wash, North Dakota State 

Mart Leming, Central State (Okla.) 
Harvey Summerhill, North Alabama 
Greg Tucker, Northern Colorado 

Eric Turner, East Texas State 

Doug O'Neill, Cal Poly SLO 


SS RECIALIS TS: 


. Name, School 


James Jenkins, Pittsburg (Kan.) State 
Doug O'Neill, Cal Poly SLO 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Tony 

Aliucci, 

QB, Indiana (Pa.) 


_ DEFENSE: 
. Todd 

Wash, 

LB, North Dakota State 
ee os 


FIRST ROUND 


QUARTERFINALS 


Pittsburg State 60, East Texas State 28 

Indiana 14, Edinboro 7 

Mississippi College 14, Jacksonville State 7 

North Dakota State 47, Cal Poly San Luis Obispo 0 


SEMIFINALS 


CHAMPIONSHIP 
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‘Streaking across sky 


Division ITI ‘Rocket’ has plenty of boosters, too 


By TOM WHEATLEY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 
We @ hile Notre Dame’s Raghib 
Wie (Rocket) Ismail was streaking 

WW across the college football sky 
the past two years, Allegheny College’s 
Stanley (Bottle Rocket) Drayton was 
creating a few sparks of his own. 

Granted, nobody at Allegheny is 
claiming that the Bottle Rocket is as dy- 
namic as the former Fighting Irish 
Rocket, but Drayton did register some 
explosive numbers in 1990. 

As a part-time tailback for the Gat- 


| ors’ 10 regular-season games, Drayton 


rushed for 633 yards and eight touch- 
downs, with a long run of 69 yards. He 
also caught 10 passes for 146 yards, in- 
cluding a 50-yard reception, and re- 
turned six kickoffs an average of 25.8 


yards. Drayton proceeded to gain an- 


other 182 all-purpose yards in four Divi- 
sion III playoff games as Allegheny 
capped its 13-0-1 season by winning the 
Division III title with a 21-14 overtime 
victory over Lycoming. 

Those numbers were pretty Rocket- 


| like, but the similarities don’t end 


there: 
@ Both are modest, conscientious, 


| hard workers with priorities beyond 


football. 

@ Both are respected and liked by 
their teammates and non-football class- 
mates. © 

@ Both are small bundles of speed. 
Ismail, at 5-foot-10, 175 pounds, has run 


| 40 yards in 4.28 seconds. Drayton, at 5-9, 


170 pounds, has covered 40 yards in 4.48 
seconds. 

@® Both are multiple threats on the 
field. Ismail, primarily a flanker, re- 
turned kicks and occasionally took 
handoffs from the backfield the past 
three years at Notre Dame. Drayton 
proved he could run and catch out of the 
backfield while also fielding kickoffs 
last year. 

@ Both contributed to national cham- 
pionship teams as underclassmen. Asa 
freshman in 1988, Ismail played on 
Notre Dame's No. l-ranked team. As a 
sophomore in 1990, Drayton played on 
the Division III national titlist. 

@ Both played for Peter Vaas, who 


| was Drayton’s head coach as a fresh- 


man at Allegheny in ’89 before going to 
Notre Dame last season to coach run- 
ning backs and help groom Ismail. 

@ Both excel in track and field. In 
fact, they ran against each other in an 
indoor 55-meter dash heat last Febru- 
ary at Notre Dame. 

“When I heard we were running at 


Mm Notre Dame, I said: ‘Wow! What if I 


run against the Rocket? What if I hap- 
pened to meet him?’” Drayton said. 
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Bundle of speed: Stanley (Bottle Rocket) Drayton does for Allegheny what Raghib 


(Rocket) Ismail did for Notre Dame. 


er SSE 


See a 


“When we got to the meet, there it was 
in the brochure. We were in the same 
heat.” 

Vaas introduced Drayton and Ismail 
before they raced. 

“Coach Vaas told him, ‘We’ve got 
somebody here from Allegheny College 
who’s going to run with you,’ ” Drayton 
recalled. “I thought, ‘Oh, my goodness! 
Not me.’ But Coach Vaas was just teas- 
ing, and Rocket was great. Before the 
race, he basically told me to concen- 
trate and stay focused. After the race, 
he congratulated me. He was real good, 
real nice.” 

Ismail won the heat in 6.26 seconds, 
while Drayton finished in 6.69 seconds 
to place sixth. Although he lost that 
day, Drayton’s nickname was born, or 
shortly thereafter, when he returned to 
Meadville, Pa., and the office of Ken 
O’Keefe, the Gators’ football coach. 

“There were some recruits in,” 
Drayton said, “and Coach O’Keefe said, 
‘Here’s Stanley Drayton,’ ” introducing 
Drayton as having just run against 
Rocket Ismail. 

“Hey, we've got to come up with a 
nickname for you,” O'Keefe said. “How 
about ‘Bottle Rocket’?” 

“T like it,” Drayton said. “I like it a 
lot.” 

He still likes it, even though he hopes 
his namesake doesn’t take it the wrong 
way. 

“Just the idea of those parallels being 
brought up is an honor to me,” said 
Drayton, who certainly doesn’t con- 
sider himself to be Ismail’s equal on the 
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football field. “I really didn’t take it se- 
riously. It’s not going to my head or 
anything.” 

If Stanley Drayton Sr. had had his 
way, his son never would have beenina 
position to be hearing such compari- 
sons. The elder Drayton, a former 
semipro football player who now works 
for AT&T, barred his son from football 
as a youth. 

“He broke his leg real bad in this 
sport,” the Bottle Rocket said. “I had to 
beg him to let me play. I was very 
small, about 5-6 and 158 pounds. My par- 
ents just thought it was ridiculous. But 
they supported me once! got into it.” 

With his parents’ consent as a sopho- 
more, Drayton launched his football ca- 
reer at John Marshall High School in 
Cleveland. When the dust settled on his 
prep career, some Division II schools 
offered him a football scholarship. But 
he chose Allegheny in little Meadville, a 
90-minute drive north of Pittsburgh and 
a half-hour drive south of Erie. 

“It came down to academics, really,” 
said Drayton, a communication arts 
major who wants to go to law school. “I 
kind of narrowed it down where football 
wasn’t that important. Most schools 
were talking just football. 

“T like the approach that Allegheny 
took: academics first, football second. 
I’m lucky that I selected a place that 
was competitive academically and ath- 
letically.” 

Athletically, Drayton will be ex- 
pected to handle the ball a lot more this 
season as a junior after splitting time at 


ALL-AMERICA TEAM 
OFFENSE 


| eons Pos. Name, Schoo! 
WR_ Jim Bradford, Carleton (Minn.) 
ea fe DICTI WR_ Ron Severance, Otterbein (0.) 
* TE TomLafferty, Lowell (Mass.) 


tailback last year. That should mean 
more wear and tear for the diminutive 
back, but O’Keefe isn’t worried. 

‘‘He’s not a midget,’’ cracked 
O’Keefe, who recruited Drayton. “He 
bench-presses over 300 pounds now. 
He'll be at 325 by the end of the spring.” 

Drayton’s big on-field presence 
helped him assume a leadership role on 
last year’s senior-dominated squad. He 
really made his mark with a saying that 
became a team slogan: Be excellent. 

“He'd say it in the huddle before a 
play,” O’Keefe said. “Or if a guy 
dropped a pass, Stanley would high-five 


L Bryant Fillion, Beloit (Wis.) 

L_ Darrin Kenney, Lycoming (Pa.) 

L_ Brian Olson, Dayton (0.) 

L Clint Lashley, Mount Union (0.) 

L Chris White, ithaca (N.Y.) 
QB Dick Puccio, Cortland State (N.Y.) 
RB Eric Frees, Western Maryland 
Jeff Wittman, Ithaca (N.Y.) 


DEFENSE 


1. AUGUSTANA (ILL.) 
Coach: Bob Reade. RB 
1990 record: 8-2 (including 0-1 in play- 
offs). Conference: 7-1/T 1st. 


him and say, ‘Be excellent.’ It caught 2. DAYTON (0.) pat” Hains Scheel 
on.” ' eee 1 (includi 1 i DL Sean Brewer, Millsaps ( Miss.) 

Drayton’s quest for excellence last playotts) LOE ngE eM DL David Radcliffe, Wittenberg (0.) 
ee ep paesi ‘ key similarity between 3. ITHA C A (NY } ff Wane tel Guespeay pa 

m and Ismail. Be ; ; j 

“Their Number 1 attribute is their Geach: Jim Butterfield. ae heen 

1990 record: 8-2 (including 0-1 in play- Small, Lycoming (Fa.) 

tremendous work ethic,” Vaas said of offs). Independent 9 Lh Ae 1B Vinny Swan, Cortland (avevstas 
the two electrifying players. “They are 5 oe on Davies, Coast Guard (Conn. ) 
great kids. There isn't anything preten- 4. eRe (PA.) Daan Hpi. dohas Hops (0) 


tious about either of them. They want DB Cory Mabry, Susquehanna (Pa.) 


to do well and bea part of the team. 

“That’s why Notre Dame and Al- 
legheny both win. They’re two schools 
that are made up of great people who 
work hard.” 

But other than sheer talent, Vaas pin- 
pointed a difference on the field be- 
tween the Rocket and the Bottle 
Rocket. 

“Stanley is a more physical player,” 
Vaas said. ‘‘He’s a running back. 
Rocket is a wide receiver, first. Stanley 
is a ready-made tailback. He has a big 
upper body and strong, thick legs.” 

There is another major difference. 
Unlike Ismail, who left school after his 
junior year for big bucks in the pros, 
Drayton plans to stay and earn his de- 
gree. It’s an easier choice for Drayton 
because he doesn’t expect to be drafted. 

“T look at the percentage of people 
who go pro, and it’s not good,” Drayton 
said. “I don’t want to rely on that.” 

Said O'Keefe: “We don’t even know 
what a pro scout looks like around 
here.” 

Even though the Bottle Rocket might 
not reach the same professional alti- 
tude as the Rocket, O’Keefe still thinks 
Drayton is out of this world as a player 
and a person. 

“He's going to be highly successful no 
matter what he does,” O’Keefe said. 
“He’s got character and he’s also gota 
great personality. We work very hard 
at developing leadership, and he’s got 
all three qualities we talk about. 

“One, he provides a great example 
for everyone around him. He demands 
so much of himself, it just picks every- 
body up to the next level. 

“Two, he communicates very effec- 
tively, not only to his peers, but faculty 
members, coaches, everyone. 

“Three, he cares about helping other 
people, those less fortunate than him. 
He’s not afraid to put his arm around 
somebody and pump him up. At the 
same time, he’s not afraid to get after 
some people if they’re not doing their 
jobs.” @ 


1990 record: 13-0-1 (including 4-0 in 
playoffs). Conference: 7-0/ ist. 


5. CENTRAL (1A.) 
Coach: Ron Schipper. 
1980 record: 16-2 {including 2-1 in 
playoffs). Conference: 8-0/ ist. 


6. CORTLAND STATE (N.Y.) 
Coach: Dave Murray. 
1990 record: 9-2 (including 0-1 in play- 
offs). Independent. 

7. LYCOMING (PA.) 
Coach: Frank Girardi. 
1990 record: 12-1 (including 3-1 in 
playoffs). Conference: 8-0/ ist. 


8. WASH. & JEFF. (PA.) 


Coach: John Luckhardt. 
1990 record: 10-1 (including 1-1 in 
playoffs). Conference: 4-0/ ist. 
9. RAMAPO (N.J.) 

Coach: Jim Miceli. 
1990 record: 10-1 (including South Bowl 
win over Frostburg State). Conference: 
§-1/Tist. 

10. BALDWIN-WALLACE 


Coach: Bob Packard. 
1990 record: 7-2-1. Conf.: 6-2-1/3rd. 


1990 LEADERS 


(Returning players only) 
Rushing: Eric Frees, Western Maryland, 159.4 yds./ 
game (295 att., 1,594 yds., 11 TDs, 5.4 avg.). 
Passing efficiency: Dwayne Bowyer, Hampden-Sydney 
(Va.), 150.9 rating pts. ( 188 att., 110 comp., 16 TDs, 
1,730 yards). 
Total offense; Robert Vachon, Framingham (Mass.) 
State, 277.6 yds./game (-181 yds. rushing, 2,679 
yds. passing, 2,498 total yds. ). 
Receiving: Scott Faessler, Framingham State, 10.3 
rec./game (93 rec., 916 yds., 5 TDs, 9.8 avg.) 
Scoring: Tim McDaniel, Centre (Ky.), 13.2 pts./game 
(22 TDs, 0 PATs, 0 FGs, 132 pts.). 
Punting: Nate Kirtman, Pomona-Pitzer (Calif.), 40 
avg. (50 punts, 2,001 yds.). 
Punt returns: John Caouette, Worcester (Mass.) 
State, 21.2 avg. (11att., 233 yds.,2 TDs). 
Kickoff returns: Nate Kirtman, Pomona-Pitzer 
(Calif.), 36.8 avg. ( 14 att., 515 yds., 2 TDs). 
Field goals: John Bianchi, Dayton (0.), 1.4 FG/game 
(14/17 FGs, 82.4% ). 
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SPECIALISTS 


, Pos. Name, School 
PK John Bianchi, Dayton (0.) 


P Steve Schott, Denison (0.) 


PLAYERS OF THE YEAR 


OFFENSE: 

Jeff 

Wittman, 

RB, Ithaca (N.Y.) 
=a 


DEFENSE: 

Mike 

Hesler, 

DB, Augustana (II.) 


Hofstra (N.Y.) 35, Cortland (N.Y.) State 9 
Trenton State (N.J.) 24, Ithaca (N.Y.) 14 
Washington & Jefferson (Pa.) 10, Ferrum (V2.) 7 
Lycoming (Pa.) 17, Carnegie Mellon (Pa ) 7 
Dayton (0.) 24, Augustana (Ill.) 14 

Allegheny (Pa.) 26, Mount Union (0.) 15 

St. Thomas (Minn.) 24, Wisconsin-Whitewater 23 
Central (1a.) 24, Redlands (Calif.) 14 


QUARTERFINALS 
Hofstra 38, Trenton State 3 
Lycoming 24, Washington & Jefferson 0 
Allegheny 31, Dayton 23 
Central 33, St. Thomas 32 
SEMIFINALS 
Lycoming 20, Hofstra 10 
Allegheny 24, Central 7 
CHAMPIONSHIP 
Allegheny 21, Lycoming 14 
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NCAA DIVISION I-A INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


CM PASSING EFFICIENCY 


G Att. Comp. Pet. Int. Yds. af) RLPts. 
Shawn Moore, Virginia............ssccssescsseecseessvee 10 9-241 144 59.8 8 2262 21 160.7 
Ty Detmer, Brigham Young ww 42 562 361 64.2 28 5188 41 155.9 
Casey Weldon, Florida State.. 11 182 112 61.5 4 1600 12 152.7 
Dan McGwire, San Diego State.. 11 449 270 60.1 7 3833 27 148.6 
David Klingler, Houston.......... 11-643 374 58.2 20 5140 54 146.8 
Craig Erickson, Miami (Fla.). 11 393 225 57.3 7 3363 22 144.0 
Shane Matthews, Florida.. 11 378 229 60.6 12 2952 23 139.9 
Garrett Gabriel, Hawa 12 320 165 51.6 16 2752 25 139.6 
Troy Kopp, Pacific... 9 428 243 56.8 14 3311 31 139.1 
Rick Mirer, Notre Dame...... 11 200 110 55.0 6 1824 8 138.8 
Ralph Martini, San Jose Sta 11 362 204 56.4 13 2928 23 138.1 
Jason Palumbis, Stanford.. 11 341 234 68.6 9 2579 11 137.5 
Jason Verduzco, Illinois... 1 330 213 64.6 10 2446 16 136.7 
Browning Nagle, Louisville 11 263 146 55.5 11 2150 16 135.9 
Matt Rodgers, lowa........... 11276 172 62.3 7 2032 14 135.8 
Quinn Grovey, Arkansas... tiieweso 120 51.1 10 1886 18 135.2 
Shawn Jones, Georgia Tech... 11.245 142 58.0 12 2008 13 134.5 
Bobby Fuller, South Carolina. pool 284 171 58.1 9 2372 13 134.4 
Marvin Graves, SyraCuse ......c.c.sssccssssessssseeere 10 200 115 57.5 11 711 9 133.2 


ALL-PURPOSE RUNNERS 


G Rush. Rec. PR KOR Yds. Yds.PG 
Glyn Milburn, Stanford 11 729 632 267 594 2222 202.0 
Sheldon Canley, San Jose State. 
Chuck Weatherspoon, Houston. 
Eric Bieniemy, Colorado........ 11. 1628 159 
Jeff Snyder, Hawaii... 
Greg Lewis, Washingt 
Russell White, California... 
Dwayne Owens, Oregon Sta 
Raghib Ismail, Notre Dame... 
Dion Johnson, East Carolina . 
Hernandez Cooper, UNLV...... 
Patrick Rowe, San Diego State ... 
Trevor Cobb, Rice.............. 
Mike Mayweather, Army... 
Gerald Hudson, Oklahoma St. 
Anthony Williams, Wake Forest 
Darren Lewis, Texas A&M......... 
Rodney Blackshear, Texas Tech... 
Vaughn Dunbar, Indiana 


Pts. Int. 
TD XP FG Pls. PG G Wo. Yds. TD PG 
Stacey Robinson, N.Ill...... 19 6 0 120 109 Jerry Parks, Houston......... 1-8 124 1 73 
Aaron Craver, FresnoSt.... 18 0 0 108 108 Will White, Florida. 10 7 116 0 70 
Roman Anderson,Houston 0 58 19 115 10.5 Darryl Lewis, Arizo Ties Ser 2) «64 
Amp Lee, Florida State........ 18 0 0 108 98 Shawn Vincent, Akron........ 11 7 #191 0 64 
Andy Trakas, S.D. State..... 0 53 18 107 97 RonCarpenter,Miami(0.) 11 7 164 1 .64 
Darren Lewis, Texas A&M. 19° 0 0 114 9.5 Darren Perry, PennState.. 11 7 125 1 64 
Eric Bieniemy, Colorado... 17 0 0 102 93 Mike Welch, Baylor........... 11 7 «80 0 64 
Carlos Huerta, Mia. (Fla.) 0 50 17 101 9.2 Ozzie Jackson, Akron......... Ely fay ou» 0-8 G4 
Michael Pollak, Texas........ 0 39 20 99 90 Jaime Mendez, KansasSt.. 10 6 154 1 .60 
Greg Burke, Tennessee...... 0 50 19 107 89 Dave Bielinski, B.Green..... 10 6 63 0 .60 
Fe poner tame Besoksy a 25 424 97 88 
aise Bryant, lowaState.. 13 0 0 78 87 
R.D. Lashar, Oklahoma...... 0 50 1 95 86 KICKOFF RETURNS 
Jake McInerney, Virginia... 0 49 15 94 86 
Richie Andrews, Fla.St..... 0 52 13 91 83 No. Yds. TD Avg. 
Howard Griffith, Illinois... 5 #0 0 90 82 Dale Carter, Tennessee............. 7 507 +1 «298 
Sheldon Canley,S. JoseSt. 15 0 0 90 82 Desmond Howard, Michigan..... 16 472 1 29.5 
J.D. Carlson, Michigan....... 0 42 16 90 82 aisddis er Nebraska........ 18% 523 ~ A) 2031 
Chris Boniol, La. Tech........ 0 38 #417 #89 81 Raymond Washington, N.M.St. 22 638 1 29.0 
Craig Hentrich,N.Dame.... 0 41 16 89 8.1 Randy Jones, DUKC.............s00+ 24 678 2 283 
Andre Hastings, Georgia - 15 422 1 28.1 
Milt Stegall, Miami (0.) . 18 497 1 276 
Russell White, California...........24 629 1 26.2 
Dion Johnson, East Carolina... 34 879 1 25.9 
G6 FGA FGM FGPG Dexter Pointer, Utah St............. 769 0 25.6 


Philip Doyle, Alabama............... 11-29) 242.18 
Clint Gwaltney, NorthCarolina. 11 27 21 1.91 

Michael Pollak, Texas.............. 126. (20) 51:82 | PUNT RETURNS | 
Chris Gardocki, Clemson. <t F 

John Kasay, Georgia ‘ 24 19 1.73 No. Yds. 
Roman Anderson, Houston... Dave McCloughan, Colorado... 32 524 
Bob Wright, Temple ‘ Beno Bryant, Washington......... 36 560 
Jeff Shudak, lowa State... 27. «19 Jeff Graham, Ohio State............. 22 327 
Andy Trakas, San DiegoState.. 11 26 18 Tony James, Mississippi State. 23 341 
Rusty Hanna, Toledo 11 Tripp Welborne, Michigan........ 31 455 


Greg Burke, Tennessee..... Terrell Buckley, Florida State... 24 350 
Carlos Huerta, Miami (Fla.) George Coghill, Wake Forest..... 19 275 
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Jim Von Wyl, AUDUTN ..ssssesssee0e 4 22, 7. Rob Turner, Indiana ........c...00. 373 13.8 
Chris Boniol, Louisiana Tech.... 11 24 17 Tony Smith, Southern Miss....... 507 13.3 
Jascn Hanson, WashingtonSt. 11 26 17 Joey Smith, Louisville .............. 382 13.2 
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TOTAL OFFENSE 


Rush. Pass. Tot. 

Yds. Yds. Yds. Yds.PG 
David Klingler, Houston.. 81 5140 5221 474.6 
Ty Detmer, Brig. Young... -166 5188 5022 418.5 
Troy Kopp, Pacific........... -35 3311 3276 364.0 
D. McGwire, S. Diego St... -169 3833 3664 333.1 
C. Erickson, Mia. (Fla.). 26 3363 3389 308.1 
Shane Matthews, Florida -27 2952 2925 265.9 
R. Martini, San Jose St... -5 2928 2923 265.7 
Tommy Maddox, UCLA... 148 2682 2830 257.3 
Shawn Moore, Virginia... 306 2262 2568 256.8 
Mark Barsotti, FresnoSt. 248 2534 2782 252.9 
Chris Pedersen, lowaSt.. 570 1601 2171 241.2 
Garrett Gabriel, Hawaii... 120 2752 2872 239.3 
T. Studer, Long Bch St... 13 2618 2631 239.2 
Brad Tayles, West. Mich. 208 2397 2605 236.8 
Eric Hunter, Purdue......... 
Kent Kiefer, Missouri....... 
Mike Romo, SMU............. 


| RUSHING 


Att. Yds. Avg. TD Yds.P6 


Gerald Hudson, Okla.St..279 1642 59 10 149.3 
Eric Bieniemy, Colorado.. 288 1628 5.7 17 148.0 
Darren Lewis, Tex.A&M 291 1691 5.8 18 140.9 
Greg Lewis, Washington. 229 1279 5.6 8 127.9 
Tico Duckett, Mich. St....249 1376 5.5 10 125.1 
Roger Grant, Utah State.. 266 1370 5.2 8 124.6 
Mike Mayweather, Army. 274 1338 4.9 10 121.6 
Trevor Cobb, Rice............ 283 1325 4.7 10 120.5 
S. Canley, San Jose St.....296 1248 4.2 12 113.5 
Stacey Robinson, N. Ill... 193 1238 6.4 19 112.5 
Jon Vaughn, Michigan....201 1236 6.1 9 112.4 
Bernie Parmalee, BallSt..240 1010 4.2 5 112.2 
M. Richardson, La. Tech. 222 1114 5.0 13 111.4 
Tony Thompson, Tenn....219 1261 5.8 16 105.1 
Leodis Flowers, Neb........ 149 940 63 9 104.4 
M. Royster, Southern Cal 203 1043 5.1 8 104.3 
Vaughn Dunbar, Ind........ 229 1143 5.0 13 103.9 
H. Hickson, Michigan St. 220 1128 5.1 13 102.5 
Aaron Craver, FresnoSt. 224 1003 4.5 17 100.3 


PC 
P.Rowe,SanDiegoSt.. 71 1392 196 8 126.6 
Aaron Turner, Pacific... 66 1264 19.2 11 114.9 
Herman Moore, Va........ 54 1190 22.0 13 108.2 
pecan tod Fie » 79 1241 15.7 13 103.4 
D. Arey, San DiegoSt... 68 1118 164 10 1016 
Chris Smith, BYU........... 68 1156 17.0 2 
K. McCardell, UNLV...... 68 1046 154 8 
Manny Hazard, Hou...... 78 46946 12.1 9 
Ed McCaffrey, Stanford 61 917 150 8 
L. Dawsey, FloridaSt... 65 999 154 7 
B.Slaughter,La.Tech.. 78 994 12.7 5 
Derek Russell, Ark........ 43 897 209 8 89. 
R. Blackshear, Tex.T... 44 973 22.1 9 885 
Linzy Collins, Missouri. 56 957 17.1 5 
Eric Morgan, N.Mexico 80 1043 130 6 
W. Carroll, Miami (Fl.). 61 952 156 6 
Carl Pickens, Tenn....... 53 917 173° 6 
Ken Ealy,C.Michigan.. 44 916 208 9 
Gary Wellman, So.Cal.. 63 996 158 4 
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Cris Shale, Bowling Green State... 66 3087 
Brian Greenfield, Pittsburgh......... 50 2280 
Jason Hanson, Washington State 59 2679 
Chris Gardocki, Clemson............... 53 2350 
Greg Hertzog, West Virginia ......... 62 2697 
Scott McAlister, North Carolina... 79 3433 
Brad Williams, Arizona State........ 56 2422 
Klaus Wilmsmeyer, Louisville....... 48 2062 
Todd Rawsthorne, W. Michigan... 35 1502 
Trent Thompson, Temple... 4 
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Alex Waits, Texas........... 60 2562 
dason Christ, Air Force ... 59 2514 
Macky Smith, Indiana..... 52 2209 


Jeff BohIman, Ohio State. 
Sean Wilson, Texas A&M.... 
Rusty Carlsen, Utah State... 


SSSSSSSSSSSSRGRS 
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NCAA DIVISION I-AA INDIVIDUAL STATISTICS 


Connell Maynor, North Carolina A&T 
Jay Johnson, Northern lowa.......... 


Matt DeGennaro, Connecticut... 
Ricky Jones, Alabama State.. 
Tom Ciaccio, Holy Cross........ 
Jamie Martin, Weber State 
Todd Hatajik, Bucknell... 
Robbie Justino, Liberty 


DeAndre Smith, Southwest Missouri State .... 


Shawn Gregory Jackson State 
Chris Hakel, William & Mary.. 
Grady Bennett, Montana............ 


Phil Ironside, Middle Tennessee State 
Raymond Gross, Georgia Southern .... 


James Wade, Tennessee State. 
Chris Swartz, Morehead State... 
Tom Kirchhoff, Lafayette... 
Frankie DeBusk, Furman 
Antoine Ezell, Florida A&M 


Barry Bourassa, New Hampshire... 
John McNiff, Cornell..........sccccsseessonee 
Reggie Rivers, Southwest Texas Sta 


Treamelle Taylor, Nevada........... 
Jamie Jones, Eastern Illinois...... 


Cisco Richard, Northeast Louisiana 


Walter Dean, Grambling State... 
Erric Pegram, North Texas .. 
Devon Pearce, Idaho............ 
Rob Tesch, Montana State...... 


Anthony Owens, Tennessee State... 


Kenny Shedd, Northern lowa.. 
Scott Oliaro, Cornell ..............0. 
Robert Green, William & Ma’ 


Horace Hamm, Lehigh 


Archie Herring, Youngstown State.. 


Anthony White, Morehead State 


10 
Barry Bourassa, N.Hamp.. 16 
Erick Torain, Lehigh... 19 
Brian Mitchell, No. lowa. 0 
Brady Jones, Samford........ 18 
Walter Dean, Grambling..... 7 
DeAndre Smith, SW Mo. St. 17 
Devon Pearce, Idaho.......... 7 
Robert Green, Wm. & Mary 17 


Kevin McKelvie, Nevada... 0 
George Jackson, Weber St. 
J. Campbell, Mid. Tenn. St. 
Carl Tremble, Furman........ 
Matt Crews, Mid. Tenn.St. 0 
Thayne Doyle, Idaho........... 0 
Ike Ayozie, Jackson State.. 0 
Franco Grilla, Central Fla... 0 
Rico White, Alabama State 
Darren Goodman, IdahoSt. 0 


Jake Reed, Grambling St... 14 
Joe Ross, Ga. Southern...... 14 
Glen Connally, Furman........ 0 


Brian Mitchell, Northern lowa... 
Kevin McKelvie, Nevada ........... 
Darren Goodman, Idaho State... 
Eric Roberts, McNeese State .... 
Matt Crews, Middle Tenn. St..... 
Mark Klein, Sam Houston State 
Dennis Durkin, Dartmouth......... 
Jose Bran, Nicholls State.......... 
Franco Grilla, Central Florida... 
Robbie Roberson, SW Texas St. 
Jason Cromer, Eastern Wash... 
Rodney Allen, Tenn.-Chatt....... 
Thayne Doyle, IDANO wessssesesssseee 
Jeff Wilkins, Youngstown St..... 
Mike Shoun, E. Tennessee St... 


Joe Campbell, Middle Tennessee State ... 
Don Smith, Western Kentucky......... 
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Comp. Pel. Int. Yds. 
123 64.4 10 1699 
150 546 7 2768 
160 623 .8 1977 
126 50.6 10 2213 
196 60.5 14 2611 
256 59.8 15 3700 
150 59.1 14 2026 
228 59.7 13 3076 
131 60.7 6 1798 
145 46.9 8 2762 
211 59.1 11 2830 
243 60.6 16 3005 
140 60.6 6 1872 
108 57.1 6 1534 
126 51.0 12 2052 
210 59.3 12 2548 
166 58.7 13 2248 
425 53.4 12 2035 
140 48.0 10 2291 


Rush. Rec. PR sCKOR 
957 276 ~—: 133 368 
998 163 0 455 

1145 89 0 374 

0 893 388 446 

1055 270 0 282 
548 617 179 ~=— 263 

1401 201 0 0 
957 444 0 193 

1393 196 0 0 

1 540 130 591 
46 574 203 717 
in 611 291 623 

744 347 0 294 

1185 291 0 31 

1136 224 0 0 
881 67 0 134 

33 1148 0 280 
824 32 0 575 
5 506 299 617 


6 
Aeneas Williams, Southern 11 
Claude Pettaway, Maine... 11 
C. Walker, S.F. Austin St... 11 
Ricky Hill, South Caro. St... 10 
Robert Turner, Jackson St. 11 
William Carroll, Fla. A&M.. 11 
Dave Roberts, Y’town St... 11 
Willie Beamon, No. lowa..... an 
Sam Davis, N.C. A&T.......... 11 
Anthony Brown, Boise St... 11 


COncoROCOKUG 
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KICKOFF eee 


Charles Swann, Indiana State .. 
Archie Herring, Y’gstown St... 
Kevin Gainer, Bethune- Cook. .. 
Rob Tesch, Montana State........ 
Eddie Godfrey, Western Ky....... 
Treamelle Taylor, Nevada......... 
Kenny Shedd, Northern lowa... 
Samy Hillman, Austin Peay St.. 
Adrian Cherry, Liberty ............. 
Walter Dunson, Mid. Tenn. St... 
Ashley Ambrose, Miss. Valley .. 


Gary Harrell, Howard ............... 
Kenny Shedd, Northern lowa.... 
Chris Pierce, Rhode Island........ 
Brian Randall, Delaware State.. 
Winky White, Boise State.......... 
Nathan rib n, New Hampshire 
Treamelle aylor, Nevada......... 
Barry Bourassa, New Hamp. 
Ricky Hill, South Carolina State 
Percy Clay, Jackson State........ 
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TOTAL OFFENSE - 


Pass. ‘Tot. 
ves Yds. Yds. Yds.PG 
Jamie Martin, Weber St... 13 3700 3713 337.6 
Dave Goodwin, Colgate... -73 3352 3279 298.1 
Glenn Kempa, Lehigh...... -59 : 


Grady Bennett, Montana. 202 
Stan Greene, BostonU.... 33 
John Bonds, N. Ariz......... -131 
Chris Hakel,Wm.& Mary 46 
Robbie Justino, Liberty ... -315 
Tom Ciaccio, Holy Cross. 124 
Shawn Gregory, Jack. St. -48 
Leon. Valentine, Nich. St. 426 
Ricky Jones, Ala. St. ....... 410 


Jay Johnson, N. lowa...... - 150 
Matt Griffin, N.H. ............ 322 
B. Mayhew, Columbia...... 112 
M. Payton, Marshall........ 44 
C. Swartz, Morehead St... - 109 
DeAndre Smith, SW Mo... 597 


TD Yds.PG 


Att. Yds. Avg. 
Walter Dean, Grambling.. 221 1401 63 15 127.4 
Devon Pearce, Idaho....... 267 1393 5.2 15 126.6 
D. Franklin, Indiana St....284 1301 4.6 6 118.3 
R. Rivers, SW Tex. St.......215 1145 53 5 114.5 
J. Campbell, Mid. Tn. St.. 151 1136 7.5 13 113.6 
Don Smith, Western Ky... 187 881 4.7 3 110.1 
Shon Page, Dartmouth....217 1087 5.0 11 108.7 
R. Green, William & Mary 211 1185 5.6 17 107.7 
B. Bourassa, N.H............. 193 957 5.0 13 106.3 
Joe Segreti, Holy Cross...228 1143 5.0 8 103.9 
Brady Jones, Samford.....217 1102 5.1 17 100.2 
C. Thomas, Sam Hou. St.. 185 900 4.9 6 100.0 
John MeNiff, Cornell........ 176 998 5.7 10 99.8 
Jamie Jones, Eastern ill..228 1055 46 5 95.9 
R. Potts, NortheastLa....218 954 44 1 95.4 
Carl Tremble, Furman..... 197 1034 52 13 94.0 
Tim Lester, EasternKy... 159 936 59 11 93.6 
Rico White, Alabama St.. 166 936 56 12 93.6 
T. Shelton, Wm. & Mary.. 184 1020 55 4 92.7 


Yds. Yds. 

Rec. Yds. PC TD PG 

Kasey Dunn, Idaho........ 88 1164 13.2 7 105.8 
David Jones, Dela.St... 53 1049 198 8 104.9 
Mark Didio, Conn.......... 78 1153 14.8 10 104.8 
Horace Hamm, Lehigh.. 61 1148 188 5 104.4 
G. Delaney, Colgate...... 67 1146 17.1 7 1042 
M. Trevathan, Mont...... 71 1006 14.2 7 100.6 
H. Johnson, N. Ariz....... 59 1091 185 11 99.2 
Compher,Wm.&Mary. 57 1020 17.9 7 92.7 
Rodd Torbert, Brown... 67 908 13.6 6 90.8 
Brian James,Samford.. 46 963 20.9 6 876 
Jake Reed,Grambling.. 48 955 19.9 10 86.8 
Rich Clark, Lehigh........ 627° 775 49. ~ 7/864 
J. Parker, Beth.-Cook... 58 937 16.2 6 852 
Daren Altieri, BostonU. 73 902 124 5 82.0 
T. Taylor, Nevada......... 57 «6893. 16.7 7: 812 
G. Comstock, Colgate... 67 811 12.1 3 81.1 
J. Smith, Jackson St..... 40 884 22.1 8 804 
Rick Justice, WeberSt. 73 880 12.1 3 80.0 
Trevor Shaw, Web.St.. 65 879 135 6 799 


No. Yds. Avg. 

Colin Godfrey, Tennessee State... 57 2614 45.9 
Paul Alsbury, S'thwest Tex. St..... 39 1749 «4449 
Pumpy Tudors, Tenn.-Chatt. ....... 63 2810 44.6 
Duffy Daugherty, Idaho State....... 57 2414 424 
Chad McCarty, Northeast La........ 71 2946 415 
Leo Araguz, S.F. Austin St............ 64 2651 41.4 
Harold Alexander, Appalachian... 74 3030 41.0 
Tracy Graham, Tennessee Tech... 48 1954 40.7 
Fred McRae, Jackson State.......... 1911 40.7 
Eric Willingham, The Citadel........ 2276 «= 40.6 
Gene Vadas, Delaware.......... 2474 «8940.6 
Brian Pindar, Eastern Illinois 2835 40.5 
David Peters, Southern Illinois 2914 40.5 
Joe Carrasco, Idaho 53 2141 404 
Todd Davis, Western Kentu 55 2216 40.3 
Chuck Daniel, Middle Tenn. State. 43 1730 40.2 
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COLLEGE BOWL GAMES SCHEDULE 


Game Sits Date 
Blockbuster Bowl Miami Dec. 28 
California Raisin Bowl Fresno, Calif. Dec. 14 
Domino's Copper Bowl Tucson, Ariz. Dec. 31 
Eagle Aloha Bowl Honolulu Dec. 25 
Federal Express Orange Bowl Miami Jan. 1 
Fiesta Bowl Tempe, Ariz. dan. 1 
Florida Citrus Bowl Orlando, Fla. dan. 1 
Freedom Bowl Anaheim, Calif. Dec. 27 
Hall of Fame Bowl Tampa, Fla. Jan. 1 
John Hancock Bowl EI Paso, Tex. Dec. 31 
Liberty Football Classic Memphis, Tenn. TBA* 
Mazda Gator Bowl Jacksonville, Fla. Dec. 29 
Mobil Cotton Bowl Dallas Jan. 1 
Peach Bowl Atlanta dan. 1 
Rose Bowl Pasadena, Calif. Jan. 1 


TSN’s 1990 
ALL-AMERICA TEAMS 
FIRST TEAM 


OFFENSE 


Name, School 

Herman Moore, Virginia 
Raghib Ismail, Notre Dame 
Chris Smith, Brigham Young 
Stacy Long, Clemson 
Antone Davis, Tennessee 
John Flannery, Syracuse 
Joe Garten, Colorado 

Dean Dingman, Michigan 


Last season's result 

Florida State 24, Penn State 17 

San Jose State 48, Central Michigan 24 
California 17, Wyoming 15 
Syracuse 28, Arizona 

Colorado 10, Notre Dame 9 
Louisville 34, Alabama 7 

Georgia Tech 45, Nebraska 21 
Colorado State 32, Oregon 31 
Clemson 30, Illinois 0 

Michigan State 17, Southern Cal 16 
Air Force 23, Ohio State 11 
Michigan 35, Mississippi 3 

Miami (Fla.) 46, Texas 3 

Auburn 27, Indiana 23 

Washington 46, lowa 34 
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Thrifty Car Rental Holiday Bowl San Diego 
USF&G Sugar Bowl New Orleans 


Either December 28 or 29. 


Dec. 30 
Jan. 1 


Texas A&M 65, Brigham Young 14 
Tennessee 23, Virginia 22 


NOTES: The future of the Poulan/Weed Eater Independence Bowl in Shreveport, La., was in doubt at deadline. 
An NCAA subcommittee had given Independence Bowl officials an August deadline to meet certain requirements 
before it would recommend recertification of the game. Last season's result: Louisiana Tech 34, Maryland 34... . 
The All American Bowl in Birmingham, Ala., did not apply for recertification. Last season's result: North Carolina 


State 31, Southern Mississippi 27. 


NATIONAL CHAMPIONS 
DIVISION 1-AA 


MAJOR COLLEGE 
AP UPI TSN 


Yeoar—Team Team Team 
1936—Minnesota 
1937—Pittsburgh 
1938—Texas Christian 
1939—Texas A&M 
1940—Minnesota 
1941—Minnesota 
1942—Ohio State 
1943—Notre Dame 
1944—Army 
1945—Army 
1946—Notre Dame 
1947—Notre Dame 
1948—Michigan 
1949—Notre Dame 
1950—Oklahoma 
1951—Tennessee 
1952—Michigan St. 
1953—Maryland 
1954—Ohio State 
1955—Oklahoma 
1956—Oklahoma 
1957—Auburn 
1958—Louisiana St. 
1959—Syracuse 
1960—Minnesota 


Oklahoma 
Tennessee 
Michigan St. 
Maryland 
UCLA 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Ohio State 
Louisiana St. 
Syracuse 
Minnesota 


Year—Champion 
1978—Florida A&M 
1979—Eastern Kentucky 
1980—Boise State 
1981—Idaho State 
1982—Eastern Kentucky 
1983—Southern Illinois 
1984—Montana State 
1985—Georgia Southern 
1986—Georgia Southern 
1987—NE Louisiana 
1988—Furman 
1989—Georgia Southern 
1990—Georgia Southern 


Massachusetts 
Lehigh 

Eastern Kentucky 
Eastern Kentucky 
Delaware 
Western Carolina 
Louisiana Tech 
Furman 
Arkansas State 
Marshall 

Georgia Southern 
Stephen F. Austin State 
Nevada 


DIVISION II 


Year—Champion 
1973—Louisiana Tech 
1974—Central Michigan 
1975—Northern Mich. 
1976—Montana State 
1977—Lehigh 
1978—Eastern Illinois 
1979—Delaware 
1980—Cal Poly SLO 
1981—SW Texas State 
1982—SW Texas State 


Runner-up 
Western Kentucky 
Delaware 

Western Kentucky 
Akron 
Jacksonville State 
Delaware 
Youngstown State 
Eastern Illinois 
North Dakota State 
UC Davis 


John Flannery, 
Syracuse 


1961—Alabama 
1962—Southern Cal 
1963—Texas 
1964—Alabama 
1965—Alabama 
1966—Notre Dame 
1967—Southern Cal 
1968—Ohio State 
1969—Texas 
1970—Nebraska 
1971—Nebraska 
1972—Southern Cal 
1973—Notre Dame 
1974—Oklahoma 
1975—Oklahoma 
1976—Pittsburgh 
1977—Notre Dame 
1978—Alabama 
1979—Alabama 
1980—Georgia 
1981—Clemson 
1982—Penn State 
1983—Miami (Fla.) 
1984—BYU 
1985—Oklahoma 
1986—Penn State 
1987—Miami (Fla.) 
1988—Notre Dame 
1989—Miami (Fla.) 
1990—Colorado 


Alabama 
Southern Cal 
Texas 
Alabama 
Michigan St. 
Notre Dame 
Southern Cal 
Ohio State 
Texas 
Texas 
Nebraska 
Southern Cal 
Alabama 
Southern Cal 
Oklahoma 
Pittsburgh 
Notre Dame 
Southern Cal 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Penn State 
Miami (Fla.) 
BYU 
Oklahoma 
Penn State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Notre Dame 
Miami (Fla.) 
Georgia Tech 


Arizona State 
Pittsburgh 
Notre Dame 
Southern Cal 
Alabama 
Georgia 
Clemson 
Penn State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Florida 
Oklahoma 
Penn State 
Miami (Fla.) 
Notre Dame 
Miami (Fla.) 
Georgia Tech 


1983—North Dakota State 
1984—Troy (Ala.) State 
1985—North Dakota State 
1986 —North Dakota State 
1987—Troy State 
1988—North Dakota State 


Central (0.) State 
North Dakota State 
North Alabama 
South Dakota 
Portland State 
Portland State 


1989—Mississippi Coll. 
1990—North Dakota St. 


Jacksonville State 
Indiana (Pa.) 


DIVISION Ill 


Year—Champion 
1973—Wittenberg (0.) 
1974—Central (la.) 
1975—Wittenberg (0.) 


1976—St. John's (Minn.) 


1977—Widener (Pa.) 


Runner- 

Juniata (Pa.) 
Ithaca (N.Y.) 
Ithaca (N.Y.) 
Towson State (Md.) 
Wabash (Ind.) 


1978—Baldwin-Wallace (0.) Wittenberg (0.) 


1979—Ithaca (N.Y.) 
1980—Dayton (0.) 
1981—Widener (Pa.) 
1982—West Georgia 
1983—Augustana (Ill.) 
1984— Augustana (Ill.) 
1985—Augustana (Ill.) 
1986— Augustana (Ill.) 
1987—Wagner (N.Y.) 
1988—Ithaca (N.Y.) 
1989—Dayton (0.) 
1990—Allegheny (Pa.) 


bared Rd 
Ithaca (N.Y.) 

Dayton (0.) 
Augustana (Ill.) 
Union (N.Y.) 

Central (la.) 

Ithaca (N.Y.) 
Salisbury (Md.) State 
Dayton (0.) 

Central (la.) 

Union (N.Y.) 
Lycoming (Pa.) 
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Ty Detmer, Brigham Young 
Eric Bieniemy, Colorado 
Greg Lewis, Washington 


DEFENSE 


. Name, School 


Chris Zorich, Notre Dame 

Russell Maryland, Miami (Fla.) 
Kenny Walker, Nebraska 

Mitch Donahue, Wyoming 

Michael Stonebreaker, Notre Dame 
Maurice Crum, Miami (Fla.) 

Alfred Williams, Colorado 

Ken Swilling, Georgia Tech 

Darryl Lewis, Arizona 

Tripp Welborne, Michigan 

Jesse Campbell, North Carolina State 


SPECIALISTS 


. Name, School 

Dale Carter, Tennessee 
Philip Doyle, Alabama 

Brian Greenfield, Pittsburgh 


Mitch Donahue, 
Wyoming 


SECOND TEAM 
OFFENSE 


. Name, School 


Ed McCaffrey, Stanford 
Lawrence Dawsey, Florida State 
Kirk Kirkpatrick, Florida 
Mark Vander Poel, Colorado 
Mike Sullivan, Miami (Fla.) 
Mike Heldt, Notre Dame 

Ed King, Auburn 

Mark Tucker, Southern Cal 
Shawn Moore, Virginia 
Darren Lewis, Texas A&M 
Mike Mayweather, Army 


DEFENSE 


Moe Gardner, Illinois 

David Rocker, Auburn 
Steve Emtman, Washington 
Huey Richardson, Florida 
Mike Croel, Nebraska 
Darrick Brownlow, Illinois 
Robert Jones, East Carolina 
Todd Lyght, Notre Dame 
Nathan LaDuke, Arizona State 
Mike Dumas, Indiana 

Will White, Florida 


SPECIALISTS 


Name, School 

Terrell Buckley, Florida State 
Chris Gardocki, Clemson 

Cris Shale, Bowling Green State 


TSN’s PRESEASON TOP 100 HIGH SCHOOL SENIORS 


Compiled by Allen Wallace, SuperPrep. magazine 


Brandon Jessie Huntington Beach, Calif. Brandon Reyna 
Todrick Malone Attala, Ala. Walter Rouse 
Derrick Mayes Indianapolis Leland Taylor 
Erick Strickland Bellevue, Neb. Chris Turner 

Amani Toomer Concord, Calif. Jamie Vanderveldt Waukesha, Wis. 
Huntsville, Tex. 


Nabete TIGHT ENDS Leonard Washington Omaha, Neb. 
Lafayette, La. Name Hometown LINEBACKERS 


La Grange, Ga. Jason Curry Montclair, N.J. Name Hometown 
Ft. Lauderdale, Fla. Luke Fickell Columbus, 0. Shawn Collins Patterson, N.J. 
Sumter, S.C. David LaFleur Westlake, La. 


Bellingham, Wash. 
Cordele, Ga. 
Louisville, Ky. 
Decatur, Ga. 


QUARTERBACKS 


Name Hometown 
Lester Anderson East St. Louis, Ill. 


Eric Boykin Dayton, 0. 


Chuck Clements 
Ryan Driscoll 
Jamie Howard 
Rodney Hudson 
Dan Kanell 


Wally Richardson 
Anthony Sanders 
DeAndre Singleton 
Steve Taneyhill 
Chris Walsh 


Tucson, Ariz. 
East St. Louis, Ill. 
Altoona, Pa. 

St. Paul, Minn. 


RUNNING BACKS 


Name 

Steve Anderson 
Leman Boyd 
Sterling Boyd 
Ron Brockington 


Hometown 
Downington, Pa. 
Bowling Green, Ky. 
Sherman, Tex. 
Hempstead, N.Y. 


Adam Meadows 
Elroy Reese 
Curtis Turner 


Powder Springs, Ga. 
Harper Woods, Mich. 


Scott City, Kan. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Name 

Jeff Buckey 
James Darby 
Jeff Craig 

Eric Dunlap 
Brian Jurewicz 
Marcus Long 


Hometown 
Bakersfield, Calif. 
Streamwood, Ill. 
Connellsville, Pa. 
Garner, N.C. 
Deerfield, Ill. 
Daytona Beach, Fla. 


Henry Crockett 
Chris Franklin 


Pompano Beach, Fla. 


James Gillyard 
Randall Godfrey 
Terry Harvey 
Anthony Hicks 
Jon McGee 

Ed Morrow 
Antonio Ragland 
Bernard Randolph 
Travis Sherman 
Dennis Stallings 


Bamberg, S.C. 
Shreveport, La. 
Valdosta, Ga. 
Detroit 
Jackson, Tenn. 
Tucson, Ariz. 
Florissant, Mo. 
Detroit 
Pendleton, S.C. 
Valrico, Fla. 
East St. Louis, Ill. 


Robert Davis Birmingham, Ala. 
Steve Davis Spartanburg, S.C. 
Tony Gaiter Miami 

_Mike Gibson Tallahassee, Fla. 
Essex Law Rochester, Pa. 
Omar Love Rialto, Calif. 
Leron Rodgers Tulsa, Okla. 
Pathon Rucker Glendale, Calif. 
Emmit Staples Eureka, Mo. 
Gary Taylor San Diego 
Robert Toomer Sylvester, Ga. 
Shawn Walters Arlington, Tex. 
Thomas Washington Clewiston, Fla. 


WIDE RECEIVERS 


Name Hometown 
Trency Clough Marshall, Tex. 
Juan Daniels Norcross, Ga. 
Mike Ehrhardt Eugene, Ore. 
Laquan Harris Elizabeth, N.J. 


Kenny: Times Winter Park, Fla. 
Billy Wagasy Springfield, Mo. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 


Name Hometown 

Jamie Baisley Wilmette, Ill. 

Tony Desue Virginia Beach, Va. 

Brian Magee Largo, Fla. 

Lawyer Milloy Tacoma, Wash. 

Bobby Taylor Longview, Tex. 
Marcel West Niceville, Fla. 

John Browning Miami 


Kendrick Burton Hartselle, Ala. ATHLETES 


Anthony Jones Oak Lawn, Ill. Name Hometown 
Marcus Jones Jacksonville, N.C. Richard Brooks Pittsburgh 
Naeem Mills Wilmington, Calif. Tommy Frazier Bradenton, Fla. 
Jeff Mitchell Clearwater, Fla. Ernest Miller Somerset, N.J. 


i Memphis, Tenn. Mark Smith Webb City, Mo. 
raped Mobile, Aia, : Tamarick Vanover Tallahassee, Fla. 


Pete Marczyk 
Jason Odom 
Caesar O'Neill 
Ryan Padgett 
Juan Porter 
Cory Stringer 
Joe Wells Arroyo Grande, Calif. 
Dusty Ziegler Springfield, Ga. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


Absecon, N.J. 
Bartow, Fla. 
Huntsville, Tex. 
Newport, Wash. 
Cleveland 
Warren, 0. 


Collegiate Sports 


= BLUE CHIP offers Recruiting Buffs with an exciting, 
year round sideline pass to the recruiting game! 


@ We personally interview the nation’s top prep stars and 
deliver you the facts! 


@ Detailed Player Profiles, College Choices, Stats, Photos and much 
more on the nation’s All-America and All-Regional prospects! 


@ Three action-packed and exciting issues take you inside college 
recruiting with our Pre-Season Report, National Pre-Signing Date 
Issue Jan.) and Recruiting Recap Issue (Mar). 


SUBSCRIBE NOW! And Receive Our Last Recruiting Recap 
Issue FREE—Supply is Limited—Order Today! 


OYes, please send me your 1991 Recruiting Package which includes the Pre-Season 


Find out why yor pobre Report, Pre-Signing Date Issue and Recruiting Recap Issue all for only $49. 
Nationwide Subscribe to the PLEASE CHECK ONE: LJRENEW SUBSCRIPTION {_JNEW SUBSCRIBER 


BLUE CHIP REPORT! NAME 


“Great job! Once again you have turned out another 
outstanding publication!” 
DAVE SCOTT, Recruiting Coordinator, University of Miami }) ¢@Y—@@-@-$ A ________st ve —__ _azip 
| , “The BLUE CHIP REPORT is the most complete and Please make $49 check payable to BLUE CHIP 
detailed Recruiting publication I have seen!” VISKTMCS | § Seen et Davee i ee” oe erie 
MIKE FLORES, Recruiting Coordinator, University of Arizona | BLUE CHIP 22704 Ventura Blvd., Suite 251, Woodland Hills, CA 91364 
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* Junior. 
**Sophomore. 
All others seniors. 


HEISMAN TROPHY 


(Top player/Downtown Athletic Club 
of New York) 

Year— Player, College, Pos. 
1935—Jay Berwanger, Chicago, HB 
1936—Larry Kelley, Yale, E 
1937—Clint Frank, Yale, HB 
1938—Davey O'Brien, TCU, QB 
1939—Nile Kinnick, lowa, HB 
1940—Tom Harmon, Michigan, HB 
1941—Bruce Smith, Minnesota, HB 
1942—Frank Sinkwich, Georgia, HB 
1943—Angelo Bertelli, Notre Dame, QB 
1944—Les Horvath, Ohio State, QB 
1945—Doc Blanchard, Army, FB* 
1946—Glenn Davis, Army, HB 
1947—John Lujack, Notre Dame, OB 
1948—Doak Walker, SMU, HB* 
1949—Leon Hart, Notre Dame, E 
1950—Vic Janowicz, Ohio State, HB* 
195 1—Dick Kazmaier, Princeton, HB 
1952—Billy Vessels, Oklahoma, HB 
1953—John Lattner, Notre Dame, HB 
1954—Alan Ameche, Wisconsin, FB 
1955—Howard Cassady, Ohio State, HB 
1956—Paul Hornung, Notre Dame, OB 
1957—John David Crow, Tex. A&M, HB 
1958—Pete Dawkins, Army, HB 
1959—Billy Cannon, LSU, HB 
1960—Joe Bellino, Navy, HB 
1961—Ernie Davis, Syracuse, HB 
1962—Terry Baker, Oregon State, QB 
1963—Roger Staubach, Navy, QB* 
1964—John Huarte, Notre Dame, QB 
1965—Mike Garrett, Southern Cal, HB 
1966—Steve Spurrier, Florida, QB 
1967—Gary Beban, UCLA, QB 
1968—0.J. Simpson, Southern Cal, HB 
1969—Steve Owens, Oklahoma, HB 
1970—Jim Plunkett, Stanford, QB 
1971—Pat Sullivan, Auburn, QB 
1972—Johnny fon oh Nebraska, FL 
1973—John Cappelletti, Penn State, HB 
1974—Archie Griffin, Ohio State, HB* 
1975—Archie Griffin, Ohio State, HB 
1976—Tony Dorsett, eo ced HB 
1977—Earl Campbell, Texas, HB 
1978—Billy Sims, Oklahoma, HB* 
1979—Charles White, Southern Cal, HB 
1980—George Rogers, S. Carolina, HB 
198 1—Marcus Allen, Southern Cal, HB 
1982—Herschel Walker, Georgia, HB* 
1983—Mike Rozier, Nebraska, HB 
1984—Doug Flutie, Boston College, OB 
1985—Bo Jackson, Auburn, HB 
1986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami, QB 
1987—Tim Brown, Notre Dame, FL 
1988—Barry Sanders, Okla. St., HB* 
1989—Andre Ware, Houston, QB* 
1990—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young, QB* 


MAXWELL AWARD 


(Top player/Maxwell Football Club 
of Philadelphia) 


Year— Player, College, Pos. 


1937—Clint Frank, Yale, HB 
1938—Davey O'Brien, TCU, OB 
1939—Nile Kinnick, lowa, HB 
1940—Tom Harmon, Michigan, HB 
1941—Bill Dudley, Virginia, HB 
1942—Paul Governali, Columbia, OB 
1943—Bob Odell, Pennsylvania, HB 
1944—Glenn Davis, Army, HB 
1945—Doc Blanchard, Army, HB* 
1946—Charley Trippi, Georgia, HB 
1947—Doak Walker, SMU, HB** 
1948—Chuck Bednarik, Penn, C 
1949—Leon Hart, Notre Dame, E 
1950—Reds Bagnell, Pennsylvania, HB 
1951—Dick Kazmaier, Princeton, HB 
1952—John Lattner, Notre Dame, HB 
1953—John Lattner, Notre Dame, HB 
1954—Ron Beagle, Navy, E 
1955—Howard Cassady, Ohio State, HB 
1956—Tommy McDonald, Okla., HB 
1957—Bob Reifsnyder, Navy, T 


AWARD WINNERS 


1958—Pete Dawkins, Army, HB 
1959—Richie Lucas, Penn State, OB 
1960—Joe Bellino, Navy, HB 

196 1—Bob Ferguson, Ohio State, FB 
1962—Terry Baker, Oregon State, QB 
1963—Roger Staubach, Navy, QB* 
1964—Glenn Ressler, Penn State, C 
1965—Tommy Nobis, Texas, LB 
1966—Jim Lynch, Notre Dame, LB 
1967—Gary Beban, UCLA, 0B 
1968—0.J. Simpson, Southern Cal, RB 
1969—Mike Reid, Penn State, DT 
1970—Jim Plunkett, Stanford, QB 

197 1—Ed Marinaro, Cornell, RB 
1972—Brad Van Pelt, Michigan St., DB 
1973—John Cappelletti, Penn State, RB 
1974—Steve Joachim, Temple, QB 
1975—Archie Griffin, Ohio State, RB 
1976—Tony Dorsett, Pittsburgh, RB 
1977—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE 
1978—Chuck Fusina, Penn State, OB 
1979—Charles White, Southern Cal, RB 
1980—Hugh Green, Pittsburgh, DE 
1981—Marcus Allen, Southern Cal, RB 
1982—Herschel Walker, Georgia, RB* 
1983—Mike Rozier, Nebraska, RB 
1984—Doug Flutie, Boston College, 0B 
1985—Chuck Long, lowa, QB 
1986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami, QB 
1987—Don McPherson, Syracuse, OB 
1988—Barry Sanders, Okla. St., RB* 
1889—Anthony Thompson, Indiana, RB 
1990—Ty Detmer, BYU, QB” 


OUTLAND TROPHY 


(Top interior lineman/ Football Writers 
Association of America) 


Year— Player, College, Pos. 


1946—George Connor, Notre Dame, T 
1947—Joe Steffy, Army, G 

1948—Bill Fischer, Notre Dame, G 
1949—Ed Bagdon, Michigan State, G 
1950—Bob Gain, Kentucky, T 
1951—Jim Weatherall, Oklahoma, T 
1952—Dick Modzelewski, Maryland, T 
1953—J.D. Roberts, Oklahoma, G 
1954—Bill Brooks, Arkansas, G 
1955—Calvin Jones, lowa, G 
1956—Jim Parker, Ohio State, G 
1957—Alex Karras, lowa, T 
1958—Zeke Smith, Auburn, G 
1959—Mike McGee, Duke, T 
1960—Tom Brown, Minnesota, G 
1961—Merlin Olsen, Utah State, T 
1962—Bobby Bell, Minnesota, T 
1963—Scott Appleton, Texas, T 
1964—Steve DeLong, Tennessee, T 
1965—Tommy Nobis, Texas, G 
1966—Loyd Phillips, Arkansas, T 
1967—Ron Yary, Southern Cal, T 
1968—Bill Stanfill, Georgia, T 
1969—Mike Reid, Penn State, DT 
1970—Jim Stati de Ohio State, MG 
1971—Larry Jacobson, Nebraska, DT 
1972—Rich Glover, Nebraska, MG 
1973—John Hicks, Ohio State, OT 
1974—Randy White, Maryland, DE 
1975—Lee Roy Selmon, Oklahoma, DT 
1976—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE* 
1977—Brad Shearer, Texas, DT 
1978—Greg Roberts, Oklahoma, G 
1979—Jim Ritcher, N.C. State, C 
1980—Mark May, Pittsburgh, OT 
1981—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C* 
1982—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C 
1983—Dean Steinkuhler, Nebraska, G 
1984—Bruce Smith, Virginia Tech, DT 
1985—Mike Ruth, Boston College, NG 
1986—Jason Buck, Brigham Young, DT 


* 1987—Chad Hennings, Air Force, DT 


1988—Tracy Rocker, Auburn, DT 
1989—Moe Elewonibi, BYU, 0G 
1990—Russell Maryland, Miami, DT 


LOMBARD! AWARD 
(Top lineman/Rotary Club of Houston) 
Year— Player, College, Pos. 


1970—Jim Stillwagon, Ohio State, MG 
197 1—Walt Patulski, Notre Dame, DE 


Lombardi winner: Notre Dame’s Chris Zorich was 
honored as the nation’s No. 1 lineman in 1990. 


1972—Rich Glover, Nebraska, MG 
1973—John Hicks, Ohio State, OT 
1974—Randy White, Maryland, DT 
1975—Lee Roy Selmon, Oklahoma, DT 
1976—Wilson Whitley, Houston, DT 
1977—Ross Browner, Notre Dame, DE 
1978—Bruce Clark, Penn State, DT 
1979—Brad Budde, Southern Cal, G 
1980—Hugh Green, Pittsburgh, DE 

198 1—Kenneth Sims, Texas, DT 
1982—Dave Rimington, Nebraska, C 
1983—Dean Steinkuhler, Nebraska, G 
1984—Tony Degrate, Texas, DT 
1985—Tony Casillas, Oklahoma, NG 
1986—Cornelius Bennett, Alabama, LB 
1987—Chris Spielman, Ohio State, LB 
1988—Tracy Rocker, Auburn, DT 
1989—Percy Snow, Michigan State, LB 
1990—Chris Zorich, Notre Dame, DT 


DAVEY O'BRIEN AWARD 


(Top quarterback/Davey O'Brien 
Educational and Charitable Trust 
of Fort Worth, Tex.) 


Year— Player, College 


~ 1981—Jim McMahon, Brigham Young 


1982—Todd Blackledge, Penn State 
1983—Steve Young, Brigham Young 
1984—Doug Flutie, Boston College 
1985—Chuck Long, lowa 

1986—Vinny Testaverde, Miami (Fla.) 
1987—Don McPherson, Syracuse 


1988—Troy Aikman, UCLA 
1989—Andre Ware, Houston* 
1990—Ty Detmer, Brigham Young* 


BUTKUS AWARD 
(Top linebacker / Downtown Athletic 
Club of Orlando, Fla.) 
Year— Player, College 
1985—Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma* 
1986—Brian Bosworth, Oklahoma 
1987—Paul McGowan, Florida State 
1988—Derrick Thomas, Alabama 
1989—Percy Snow, seg State 
1990—Alfred Williams, Colorado 


JIM THORPE AWARD 


(Top defensive back/Jim Thorpe 

Athletic Club of Oklahoma City) 
Year— Player, College 
1986—Thomas Everett, Baylor 
1987—Bennie Blades, Miami (Fla.) 

Rickey Dixon, Oklahoma 

1988—Deion Sanders, Florida State 
1989—Mark Carrier, Southern Cal* 
1990—Darryl Lewis, Arizona 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 


(Top junior or senior daly Lea 
GTE SMU Athletic Forum of Dallas) 


Year— Player, College 
1990—Greg Lewis, Washington 


1990 FINAL POLLS 


TSN 
1. Georgia Tech 
2. Colorado 
3. Miami (Fla.) 
4. Florida State 
5. Washington 
6. Notre Dame 
7. Tennessee 
8. Clemson 
9. Michigan 
10. Texas 
11. Houston 
12. Penn State 
13. Florida 
14. Louisville 
15. Texas A&M 
16. Michigan State 
17. Oklahoma 
18. Brigham Young 
19. Nebraska 
20. Auburn 
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AP 
1. Colorado 
2. Georgia Tech 
3. Miami (Fla.) 
4. Florida State 
5. Washington 
6. Notre Dame 
7. Michigan 
8. Tennessee 
9. Clemson 
10. Houston 
11. Penn State 
12. Texas 
13. Florida 
14. Louisville 
15. Texas A&M 
16. Michigan State 
17. Oklahoma 
18. lowa 
19. Auburn 
20. Southern Cal 


UPI 
1. Georgia Tech 
2. Colorado 
3. Miami (Fla.) 
4. Florida State 
5. Washington 
6. Notre Dame 
7. Tennessee 
8. Michigan 
9. Clemson 
10. Penn State 
11. Texas 
12. Louisville 
13. Texas A&M 
14. Michigan State 
15. Virginia 
16. lowa 
17. Brigham Young 
18. Nebraska 
19. Auburn 
20. San Jose State 


INDEX OF ose 


Austin Peay 
Ball State ... 


Boise State 

Boston College. 
Boston University. 
Bowling Green State. 


Florida State... 
Fordham... 
Fresno State... 
Furman... 
Georgia... 
Georgia Souther 
Georgia Tech 
Grambling State . 
Harvard.. 
Hawail.... 

Holy Cross... 
Houston... 


lowa State.. 
Jackson Sta 


Morehead State 
Morgan State... 
Murray State .. 


New Hampshire .. 
New Mexico......... 


Nicholls State 

North Carolina... 
North Carolina A&T. 
North Carolina State... 
Northeastern 
Northeast Louisiana ... 
Northern Arizona... 
Northern Illinois... 
Northern lowa. 

North Texas.... 


Southern 

Southern California... 
Southern Illinois .... 
Southern Methodist... 
Southern Mississippi. 
Southwestern Louisia 
Southwest Missouri State. 
Southwest Texas State. 


Tennessee State 
Tennessee Tech 
Texas... 

Texas A&M... 
Texas Christia 
Texas-El Paso.. 
Texas Southern 
Texas Tech 


aan Youn Northwestern 
Northwestern State 
Notre Dame 

Ohio State... 


James Madison... 


Central Florida 
Central oe: - 
Cincinnati... 

The Citadel... 


aan State... 


ate 
Louisiana State .. 
Louisiana Tech... 
Louisville ... 


Virginia . 

Virginia 

Virginia Tech 

Wake Forest . 
Washington... 
Washington $ 
Weber State .. 
Western Carol 
Western Illinois. 
Western Kentucky.. 
Western Michigan 
West Virginia 


Dartmouth 
Delaware 


Miami (Fla.) .. 
Miami of Ohio. 


g 
Michigan State... 
Middle Tennessee 
Minnesota 
Mississippi 
Mississippi Sta 
Mississippi Valley S 


East Carolina... 
Eastern Illinois, 
Eastern penny 
Eastern retin 

Eastern Wash 

East jpititectel ‘ate. sr 


Sam Houston Sta 

San Diego pas 

San Jose State... 

South Carolina... 

South Carolina State... 
Southeast Missouri State... 


"NATION'S MOST RELIABLE 
BASEBALL CARD DEALER" 


FASTEST SERVICE IN THE COUNTRY! 
HOWARD'S REPEAT CUSTOMERS RECEIVE FREE OUR 
“BASEBALL CARD REPORT’, 
THE MOST INFORMATIVE NEWSLETTER IN THE BUSINESS. 


FEATURING 1991 SETS 

1991 Donruss Factory Set - 792 cards $29.95 
1991 Fleer Factory Set - 720 cards ... .26.95 
1991 Score Baseball Set ......... -2295 
1991 Topps Set - 792 cards . 26.95 
1991 Upper Deck Baseball-Set - 700 cards . 39.95 

RECEIVE 50 FREE 1990 AND OLDER MXED BASEBALL CARDS 

WORTH UP TO $10 OR MORE WITH EACH OF THESE BETS! 
1991 Donruss Wax Box - Series | or Series I!........15.95 each 

15: 


1991 Score Wax Box - 
1991 Topps Wax Box . 
1991 Upper Deck Wax Box ... 


FOOTBALL 
1990 Score Football Factory Set - 660 cards ... 
1990 Score II Football Wax Box 
1990 Topps Football Set 
1990 Topps Footbal Wax Box .. 
1989 Pro Set Football Wax Box Series | . 
1989 Topps Football Set 
1989 Topps Traded Football Set .. 


visa CALL TOLL FREE! VISA 3 
wco, 1-800-457-9974 taco. 
ORDERS ONLY! 

IN OHIO CALL 1-419-943-2612 


or mail to: HOWAR D'S 
SPORTS COLLECTIBLES 
128 EAST MAIN STREET 
P.O. BOX 84 DEPT. SNYB 
LEIPSIC, OHIO 45856 


Add $3.25 post. & hand. per baseball card set, $3.00 per footbal set or wax box, $2.50 
par traded set ard $1.00 per emailer set Please add $3.75 ph per 100 sheets arc $2.75 
for each album. Minimum $2.50 post. & hand, per axdtar, Any shipmentdeivered outside 
the continental U.S.A will be charged 3 tmes normal shipping and handing. OHIO resi- 
darts add 6% Sales Tax. Prices are subject change. Items subject © availabilty. 
PLEASE PRINT Geary when ordering trough the mail. PLEASE list UPS cetiverabie 
address, we do not make P.O, Box deliveries. If you mre using a credit card it will be 
Charged tor he fl amount of your order when your over enters our system. Theres is 
2.$1.09 charge card fee ands $4.00 C.0D. fee, CANADIAN ORDERS. Money order 
(a2ued 9 U.S. ings) of VISA(Masiercant odes anfy, ne fareion checks eccepted. 


HOCKEY 
1990-91 Bowman Hockey Set..... 
1990 Pro Set Hockey Wax Box 
1990 Score Hockey Wax Box . 


1990 Topps Hockey Set..... 
1990 Topps Hockey Wax Box . 


5 
All Cards 
In MINT 
: Condition 
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1990 oper. Osok Fecery Set (hoo = 
1989 Bowman Set .. 
1989 Donruss Rookies - 56 cards . oom 
1989 Donruss Traded Set - 56 cards... 
1989 Donruss Baseball Best Set - 336 cards . 
1989 Donruss 5x7 Diamond King Set .. 
1989 Score Baseball Sot 
1989 Score Traded Baseball Set . 
1989 Topps Debut Baseball Set .. 
Loaque Basebal Set .. 


Featuring Supplies for the 
Sports Card Collector 


You get the BEST 
AVAILABLE QUALITY 
CLEAR SHEETS for the 
same price you would pay 
for polyethelene (soft) 
sheets and for FAR LESS 
than any other clear vinyl 


We also have BINDERS...they have 
a Foam-Padded Vinyl Cover with a 
Slant D-ring for easy turning of 
pages, also comes with Page 
Protector, Style #100 available 

+ 9-Pocket Top Loading Sheets) colors: Brown, Tan, Burgundy, 

* Double-Polished Vinyl for the | Charcoal, Red, Blue and Black. 

CLEAREST results 3" #100 Album . 

+ DURABLE because theyre | 2° #100 Album.. 

made to last ped rscbaancl patel sua 

. . Fleer 

tl pesca Breet’ heyre pantee Baseball sets anc ae 


Mini Albums, specially designed tor amatier 
+ FASTEST Shipping cotectons, such as mam sets. 


1988 Donruss 5x7 Diamond King Set .. 
1987 Dorruss Highlight Set 
1987 Donruss 5x7 Diamond King Set .. 
1985 Donruss Highlight Set 


1989 Topps Wax Box ... 
1988 Donruss Wax Box 


IM BUSINE DS SACE 1970, 100% GUARANTEE, 7 DAY RETUAN PRIVILEGE 
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COACHING CHANGES KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


| att.—attempts NT—nose tackle 
| DIVISION I-A a aiatecs 0—outside linebacker 
School Former coach New coach C—center OL—offensive lineman 
Army Jim Young Bob Sutton ae €B—cornerback OT—offensive tackle 
Boston College Jack Bicknell Tom Coughlin ee comp.—completions P—punter 
Bowling Green State Moe Ankney Gary Blackney ne £ DB—defensive back PATs—points after touchdown 
Kent Dick Crum Pete Cordelli et DE—defensive end Prop 48—failed to meet the aca- 
Long Beach State George Allen Willie Brown Willie Brown DL—defensive lineman demic requirements of Proposi- 
Louisiana State Mike Archer Curley Hallman OT —defensive tackle tion 42 last year 
Mississippi State Rockey Felker Jackie Sherrill = E—end pts.—points 
| Northern Illinois Jerry Pettibone Charlie Sadler FB—fullback pts./game—points per game 
| Oregon State Dave Kragthorpe Jerry Pettibone FG/game—field goals per game QB—quarterback 
Purdue Fred Akers Jim Colletto FGs—field goals RB—running back 
Southern Methodist Forrest Gregg Tom Rossley FL—flanker rec.—receptions 
Southern Mississippi Curley Hallman Jeff Bower Fr.—freshman rec./game—receptions per game 
Syracuse Dick MacPherson Paul Pasqualoni 6—guard RS—sat out 1990 as a redshirt 
Toledo Nick Saban Gary Pinkel HB—halfback $—safety 
Vanderbilt Watson Brown Gerry DiNardo eminiees ‘ outed 
min Ti j — inside linebacker = 
Wyoming Paul Roach Joe Tiller Gerry DiNardo 1B—|-back eee. 
- int.—interceptions r.—Senior 
School pelt EM Maw ceack int./game—interceptions per game eae 
Alcorn State Theo Danzy Cardell Jones oe tiny COneOE TB— tailback 
ps) Austin Peay State John Palermo Roy Gregory eal ne kick Bi touchdowns 
bs | James Madison Joe Purzycki Rip Scherer Roo kick ees TE—tight end 
r “i Morgan State Ed Wyche Ricky Diggs KR kick kobe og WB—wingback 
“—™ Northeastern Paul Pawlak Barry Gallup tpi tke er n= ide recélver 
| @} Nori Lea Corky Nelson Dens ana : MG — id ‘ie a5 4 yis.—yards 
f rairie View Haney Catchings* onald Bear: i : re 
*1989 season. y 8 Jerry Pettibone NG—nosequard yds./game—yards per game 


| THE ee MARKETPLACE 


: It's BIG.. 1 Cooler wa Now! 
G 


diameter. Pack in up to 24 1202. caries Great 
for Picnics, Parties, Bar B Ques and Tailgating $250 


van S er Nae 2 : 8 $8.00 
All Metal Galvanize: $ 995, re $8. 


FAST AND 


G5 EES a 2 Je 
EASY TO PLAY 
ANSWER JUST SIX 


ie ii } PRS Send Check or Honey Oreder To: 
(©)Bsaeed av.-STAR OUTLET 
QUESTIONS CORRECTLY 


9129 ROWINGS MILLS ROAD / Sule 246 
18 or older. TRIVIA 


WINGS MILLS, MD. 21 
Neivisaonoens, §=1-800-444-0028 
Touch-tone phones only 
Vold where prohibited 9OO 


* FOOTBALL * BASKETBALL * 


| 

| {2 NEW IN STOCK 
1 & * BASEBALL * BOXING x = 

AUTHENTIC COLLEGE FOOTBALL “GAME JERSEYS” 

{ Exact detail, colors, material and numbering, most major 
college football teams available $54.95 + $4.95 p/h ea. 
$1.00 for NFL, NBA/MLB, NCAA catalog. Fee deducted from Ist order. 
SPORTS CORNER 
73 Village Dr., Ormond Beach, FL 32174 Ee oe :) 
Orders & inquiries call 904-673-2833 or 904-677-7496 


SPORTS FANS... the sports simulations 
you have been waiting for are here!!! 


ie 3 1N 1 FOOTBALL 

Unmatched statistical accuracy * Stats compiler * Full 
a g team and player statistical breakdown * You call the plays 
aor and timeouts * Compare scouting reports *& Use the two- 
Ss ] minute rule % Over 500 teams included, pro and college, from 
= | 1948 to present! 

| FULL COUNT COMPUTER BASEBALL 

| (APPLE, IBM, C-64) 

Includes 1990 teams plus 52 great past teams, 29-man 
| 
| 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 

PREVIEW 

Featuring America’s NCAA, IAA, Il, Ill, & 
NAIA, | & Il teams. 

Preview costs $6.95 (includes postage & handling). 


To Order: 1-800-373-9903 
Accept VISA & MasterCard. 


COLLEGE FOOTBALL 
STATISTICAL LEAGUE 


Join CFF in its second OF year! Have the rushing of 
Nebraska, the passin BYU, the defense of Pitt, 
the total offense of Miami. Build a dream team! 


rosters. Park effects. Stats compiler. Boxscore to screen/ 
printer. Computer manager. Input/draft teams. $39.99. 
ORDER TODAY! Mail check or money order for $39.99 each or 


call and order with VISA or MasterCard. Please add $3.00 for 
shipping and handling. 
LANCE HAFFNER GAMES 
P.O. Box 100594, Nashville, TN 37224 @ 615-366-8088 


Results based on weekly performances of Div. | 

college football teams. For more info and rulebook 

write or call: CFE 

14 ANTHONY CIRCLE, WEST SWANZEY, NH 03469 
(603) 357-3886 


YOU’LL LOOK & FEEL LIKE YOU BELONG ON THE 


ADVERTISING 
Is An Investment! Not An Expense! 


GRIDIRON WITH HEADGATOR?® 6 IN 1 HEADGEAR! 


THE SPORTING NEWS REMAINING YEARBOOK LINEUP 
NOW IN COLLEGE TEAM COLORS & LOGOS FOR THE 1ST TIME! © Worn by § ADCLOSE ONSALE 
NFL Pfayers « Allsport/all weather « Changes instantly to NECKWARMER, HOOD, @ 
MASK, SWEATBAND, EARBAND, HAT © Unrivaled soft, Polpropylene/Lycra fabric 8 Hockey 1/3/91 9/24/81 
blocks out wind&cold ¢ Non- -allergenic ¢ Durable ¢ Machinewashable ® Onesize § 
fits all men, women & children * Madein USA ® For athletes & fansallyearround « # 


Pro Basketball 1/25/81 9/24/81 


Available for BC, BYU, U of Col., U of I, U of IA, Maryland, UM, MSU, ND, OSU, I College Basketball 8/22/91 10/22/91 
Ok.St., OU, Penn St., Pitt, SYC, Navy, WVA, $15.99 + $2.40 P&H ea. SAVE! 2 or § 


more just $14.99 + $2.40 P&H ea. Also available for All NFL Teams. i Sports 91 9/26/81 11/26/81 
Send check, M.O. to: ANITA’S TREASURES, Dept. TSN2, 1150 E. Cunningham, § Fantasy Baseball 10/30/91 12/31/91 
Palatine, IL 60067. Visa/MC/AmExpress orders CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-535- § 
5667. IL res. add sales tax. Makes a great gift. Satisfaction Guaranteed. ORDER § CALL TODAY 

ye SLRS WE Sells Colors ox. Camouttags: H JACKIE 314—993-7767 or DEE DEE 314—993-7762 


184 * The Sporting News 1991 College Football Yearbook 


TECHNOLOGY SO F 
OUR SHIPS 


Ships that skim the water at 40 knots. Planes that fly 
over twice the speed of sound. 
Today’s Navy definitely has the high-tech equipment 
to put you on the fast track. In careers like aviation, electronics, 
telecommunications, and healthcare. 
You can get state-of-the-art training in one of over 
60 fields. And have challenges, responsibilities and growth 
potential that other companies 
can't offer a person your age. challenges ie plough tech aseaulce 
You'll learn leadership skills, the value of teamwork 
and how to handle pressure. In short, the very things that will 
let you chart a successful course into the future. 
Interested? Talk to your Navy 
Recruiter today. Or call 1-800-327-NAVY. 
; Then get ready to make your move fast. i AVY 
TeamuukisaputoftheNavepeence, Because in today’s high-tech Navy, you QU AND THE NAVY, 


whether you're traveling the seas with shipmates or training 


inne of over 60 fields. only go one way: Full speed ahead. FULL SPEED AHEAD. 


It’s not whether you win or lose, 
it’s what you drink after the game that counts. 


ee ct eee 


